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Proceedingo of the Bengel LegUlative Aoaembly Msembled under 

the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met iu the Assemlfly Hifuse, Onlcntta, on Monday, the 
20th September, 194ii, at 2-15 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker fthe II on' hie Mr. Sykd Naushkr Ali) in the Chair, 
12 Hon'ble Ministers and 195 meiuWrs. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Certain security prisoners treated as Division III oonviots. 

^51o Mr. NIHARENDU DUTTA MAZUMDAR: {a) Will the Hon hie 

Minister iu charge of the Home Department be pleas^ed to lay on the Table 
a statement showing- 

{i) the total number of persons detained by the (lovernmeut under 
Defence of India llules, rule 26, .sul>-rule (5), etc., or any other 
sub-Tiile or sub-rules under rule 26; and 
(//) the iiumheT ol them that are l>eing treated in jail according f(» — 

(1) Bengal Security Brisoners Rules, 1940, and 

(2) the s}>ecial rule or order of (Jovermnent treating a “certain 
class of security prisoners” as Division 111 convicts and 
excluding them from the privileges of security prisoneisP 

(b) Is it a fact — 

(/) that the securitv ])risoner.s refein‘<l to in m) (n) <2) uie detaiuwl 
without trial and are l)eing made to lalsmr as Division III 
convicts; and 

(it) that a complaint in writing was before the (9n<‘f Presidency 

Magistrate, Talent ta, on the 8th Tanuary, 1943, hy a security 
prisoner of the l^residency Tail (|nestioning the legality of com- 
pelling “a certain class of .security prisoners” to lalxmr against 
their will? 

(c) If the answer to (h) is in tho affirmative, is the Hon ’hie Minister 
contemplating making any encpiirv^ info ttoe matter? 

Khui Bahadur MOHAMMAD ALI (on behalf of the Hon'bla Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin) I {n)(i) 4,019 on the 21st August, 1943. 

(ii) (1) 1,503, and (2) 2,516. 

- (^) (i) These .security prisoners are those who have no fixed place of 
residence or ostensible means of subsistence and have been cjinvicted on 
more than one occasion of an offence against |>erson or property or of criminal 
intimidation or involving a breach of the peace, and their conditions of 
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« 

ietention are laid down in rule 72 of the Bengal Security Prisoners Buies 
md are tlie Hame as those provided in the Bengal Jail Code for convicted 
)riKoner8 undergoing rigorous imprisonment and classified in Division III, 
jxcept that Chapter XXI of the said Code does not apply. 

I ' 

(m) 1 have no information. 

{c) Does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference to answer 
nr^ Government aware that there are certain security prisoners of that class 
who have gol ivermaneiit residence in Calcutta and were employed in known 
institutions of repute? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : They may have permanent residence 
in Calcutta but they may not have any fixed or particular place of abode. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Will Government consider the 
desirability of consulting competent legal opinion as to whether section 72 
of the Bengal Security Pri8onei*« Rules under which some people are forced 
to work againsi their will is strictly legal? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government have already taken 
legal advice and there is no further need to take legal opinion. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Are G overument aware that there 
are persons among these classes of security prisoners who did not commit 
any offence for a long time — even for about 20 or 2') years? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I ivant notice. Government have 
no information on that point. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU. Do Government think it desirable 
to enquire us to whether there are security j)risoner8 of that class who are 
woiking in institutions of n'putation and who did not commit any crime 
foi alxuit 211 or 2o years? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 may say that Government will 
regularl} review the cases of these criminal security prisoners. 

Allegad censoring of the report of 8avarkar Anniversary meeting held at 
University Institute Hall. 

*52. Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRY. (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Press) Department be pleased to state — 

(i) whether Jhe rei>ort of the proceedings of the public meeting held 
at the University Institute Rail on the 28th May last in order 
to celebrate the filst Birthday Anniversary of Veer Savarkar, 
that was despatched by the Calcutta News Agencies to the 
IVovinces outside was censored b}* the Bengal Government; and 
(n) whether any mention of the fact that the meeting was held on the 
occasion of Birthday Anniversary of Veer Savarkar was wi^edd 
from those messages under order of the Press Censor? « 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reason thereof ? 
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Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin) ; No report of the proceedings was censored. One 

news agency sought advice upon an account of one of the speeches delivered 
at the meeting and was advised to omit certain portions. 

(it) No. 

(6) It was considered thajt the portions which the agency was advised 
to omit would tend to influence the public in a manner likely to be prejudicial 
to the efficient prosecution of the war. 

Brijut NARENi)RA NATH DAS GUPTA; Are Government aware that 
Veer Savarkar has been exhorting the people to join the army and the navy 
since the heginuing of the war? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: How dot^s that <)ueMtion arise? 

Mr. SPEAKER; 'Phat question dot^^ not arise. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA : It arises because it is likely 

to be 

Mr. SPEAKER: Xo, i have alread\ stated that it does not arise out 
of the present (juestion. 

Grant-in-aid to Tamiuk Hamilton High English School. 

*53. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (./> Will the Hon hie 

Minister in charge of the Jvlucation i>ej)urtmeut be pleaserl to state — 

</) whether it is a fact that the grant-in-aid to the TuTiiluk Hamilton 
High English School has been stopped; and 

(ii) how long this school was receiving the grant-in-aid ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble MiiUHler 
ho pleased tf) state the reason therefor? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of tho Hon’blo 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): In November last tho grant was tempo- 

rarily suspended but it has now betm restored and back payments made. 

(ii) For over 25 years. 

(b) The Disri’ict Magistrate reiKiried against the school ior pariicipatioo 
in anti-Govemment activities. The grant was restored when these were 
reported to have ceased. 

. • 

Snjut NARENDRA NA^H DAS GUPTA: Has t/overujiient also 
restored, graut-in-aid for the period for which the grnnt-in-aid was 
temporarily suspended ? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Yes, certainly. All the 
back payments of the grant-in-aid up to three quarters haye already been 
mad« It was only the grant-in-aid f<ir the last quarter, i.e.,'for October, 
November and December, which was suspended and that has been paid on 
the 18tb March, 1943. 
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Srtjut NARENDRA NATH DA« GUPTA: Are (lovernment atrare 
that the institution \^'as functioning? regularly in .spite of disturbances All 
around ? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: We have no information 
and I want notice. 

Grant-in-aid to Paikgaotia Middle English School. 

*54. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: (a) Will the Hoxi'hle ^mister in charge 
of the Education Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact that^ — 

(i) the Paikgacha Middle English School is situated in a most backward 
area in the district of Khulna; 

(1,1) tlie Secretary of the said school applied to the (jovernment for 
u grant-in-aid in the years 1938, 1939, 1940 and 1941, 

repeatedly ; and 

(i/i) the ai)plications were recommended by the district authorities? 

{b) If the answer to {a) is in the alKrmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
ho pleased to state what action has been taken in the matter? 

(c) Is the Hon’hle Minister considering the desirability of .sanctioning 
the grunt for the said school? . 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): {d) Yes. 

ib) Dll account of limited budget provision no grant on a recurring 
basis could be made to it as yot. Non-recurring grants have been sanctioned 
from time to time out of the Scheduled Caste E<lucation Fund. 

(c) The I)i rector of Public Instruction, Bengal, is examining the 
(luestion. 

Introduction of standard weights under Standards of Weight Act, 1S38. 

•55. Mr. I. C. KENNEDY, {a) Is the llon’ble Minister in charge of 
the (voniim'rcc, Labour and Industries Department aware that the Bengal 
Paddy and Jtico Enquiry Committee stated “that the prevailing ‘babeP of 
weights and measures definitely hinders the free movement of cereals all 
over the Province, by preventing a ready comparison between the prices 
jirevailing in different parts of 

{h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon^ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, have been taken by Government to 
introduce standard weights in terms of the Standards of Weight Act, 1939 
(Act IXofl9t39)? 

(c) Will the Tlon’ble Minister be pleasetl to state whether sets of 
stamlard wt^ights have been supplied by the Central Government tb the 
Provincial Government in terms of sub-section of section 4 of the 
Standards of Wejght Act, 1939? 
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{d) Is it a fact that the enforcement of the Standards of Weight Act, 
1989, is awaiting the initiation of provincial legislation ? 

(c) If 80 , when is it proposed to introduce the necessary legislation in 
the Legislature? • 

(/) Do the Government contemplate the enforcement of standard weights 
and measures in view of the food situation ? 

Mr. 8YED ABOUL MAJID (on behalf of the Hon^blo Mr. Khwaja 
Shahabuddin) : (o) and {c) Yes. 

(h), (d), (e) anS (/) The enforcement of the Standards of Weight Act, 
1939, is awaiting the initiation of Provincial legislation. We propose very 
shortly io .set up a small expert Committee to advise Government on the 
manner of giving effect to the Central Act in Bengal. Legislation will he 
undertaken as soon as the Committee submits its rejxirt. 

Mauivi ABU H0S8AIN 8ARKAR: Will the H on’ble Minister he 
pleased to '*tatf‘ ^\}l^ Govermnent diM ided to s«‘t up n coininlttee ? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: In view of th(‘ fact that arrangements 
for ,su]>])l> and distrilmt ion of tofsl in the proviiice are at present affected 
b> lli(‘ ah^cMicc ot the vise ol standard weiglits, Governnient lias d<*ci(led to 
bring in legislation on the basis of the report of the committee. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Is the Government awun^ of the 
fact that tli(‘ (‘onsunicr.s are suffering a g(M)d deal difficulties rlue to 
un-uniformity nf weight during the.se days? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Yes. We intend to bring in a legislation 
in the next Assembly Session. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: Will the Government he pleased to state whether 
the Standards of Weight Act, 1939, has application in Bengal? 

Mr» EYED ABDUL MAJID: No, because unless an enabling Act is 
passed by this A«»emhly, it cannot come in force in this province. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Will the Go\ernment lx* pleased to state if this 
committee will he a.sked to submit it.s report in time to introduce legislation 
ID the next session of the Assembly? 

Mr, EYED ABDUL MAJID: Yes. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the *Gh)vernme At be pleased to 
state the causes of such delay, since the Act was passed in 1939? 

Mr. EYED ABDUL MAJID; The Act came into force from 1st ^uly, 
1942. during the regime of the last Ministry and that Ministry did not fake 
up the matter and also there wa.s some delay on account of fact that 
the standard sets of weights that were to be sent by the Central Government 
did not reach Bengal in time. These have been received very lately, and, 
therefore, there has been some delay. 
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Mr, AHMED HOSAIN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
if it is possible for them to secure uniformity of weight through the medium 
of District Magistrates and Subdivisionnl Officers even without introducing 
any legislation? ^ 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: No. 

Mr, AHMED HOSAIN: Is it a fact that many of the District Magis- 
trates and Subdivisioiial Ofiicers have secured uniformity of weight in the 
districts and sulidivisions even without legislation. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: That may be in particular areas, but there 
cannot be uniformity in this way. 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which answers were laid on the table) 

Bin on the publication of a booklet “A Phase in Indian Struggle” 1^ 

Dr. 8. P. Mookerjee. 

22i Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRI: (n) l.s tlu* Him’blc Minister in charge 
of the Home Department aware of both the Bomba> and Allahabad 
High Courts’ decdsion that there is nothing obje<‘tionable in the publication 
A Phase iv Indian Stnif/gle by Dr. S. W Mookerjee? * 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’hle Minister 
considering lh<‘ desirahilit v of lifting the han on the publication referred 
to in {a ) ? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 

Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): From ]»ress leports It appears that 

(1) the Bombu\ High Com I did not consider the publication in 
the newspaper Jamnnbhumi of a (iujrati version of certain portions ot a 
letter forming a pait of the booklet A l*ha»e of f]\e Indian Struggle to be a 
prejudicial report ; and (2) a (’itv Magistrate in Allahabad has held that 
^*the book .4 Phase of the Jvdain Struggle is not a prejudicial report”. 

T am not aware of any judgment of the Allahabad High (’ourt. 

(h) Does not arise. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of I he answer “a City 
Magkstrate in Allalialnul has hehl that ‘the book A Phase of the Indian 
Struggle is not i^prejudieial re|>o*t‘ ", do the Government think it desirable 
to lift the ban ?, • 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The judgment of Magistrate of 
Allahabad was based on only a certain portion of the hook and not on the 
book as a whole, and therefore the question does not ari.se. 

Mr. NI^HITHA NATH KUNDU: You liave not given the answer that 
only a certain p(»rtion was considered about the Allahabad High Court? 

Ktian Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is so. 
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Mr^ NISHITHA HATH KUNDU* Did you add that reply that only o 
portion of the book was considered by the Maoist rate of Allahabad on receipt 
of fresh information? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALIS Yes. It was only a portion of the 
booklet so far as the City Magistrate of Allahabad was concerned and it was 
the Gujrati translation of a part of the book which appeared in the Bombay 
newspapers and iiol the whole of it. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Jn the light of the findings of the 
Bombay High CoAirt and tlm City Magistrate, Allahabad, will the Govern- 
ment consider the desirability of examining afresh whether the ban in 
Bengal has been rightly impose<l? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; It bus been very carefully examined 
by the Government of Bengal. The version that was before the Bombay 
High ( \)urt ’SNUs a translation of the original book and even the copy that 
was before the Bombay High ('ourt was a translation from Gujrati into 
English and that translation d(»es not oxucll> tally with the original book,, 
and secondly. Sir, the o])inion of the .Tudgt‘ of the Bombay High Court was 
that it is not prejudieiul it circulated within the Province of Bombay, and 
therefore, the (question ol it.s efiecl, if ciiatulated in the Presidency of 
Bengal, <U>es not arise. Goverjnneni carefully went into the whole (luestion. 

• 

Granting of family allowance to 8J. Panohanan Boao. 

23. Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: (o) Is the Hon ble 

Mini.sler in charge of the Home I)e])artment aware of the fact that; — 

(/) Sj. raiichauan Bo.se, n.L., }deader of Barisul, In interned and nut 
allowed to practise in court; 

(u) he had a good income before his arrest with which he sup- 
ported his family ; and 

(iit) he has applied for family allowance? 

(h) It the answer to t/J) is in the atfiniiaiive, is tho lion’ ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting him a suitable allowance? 

The Hon’ble Khwi^a Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (i) Yes. 

(tV) His income while practising as a pleader is not known. 

(m) Yes. 

(b) An allowance has been granted. 

Brijut NARENDRA N^TH DAB GUBTA: Wil^ Government W 
pleased to state what is the amount of allowance granted to Srijut Panebanan 
Bose? 

Klim Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : Ks. lo per month. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: ^ TOiPnr ^ 

cn ’35]hr ot Af? 

fipr ?n,— ^ TOW f^T 
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Khan lahadvr MOHAMMED ALI: That question does not arise. 
That is only a matter of opinion. The allowance was allowed for the 
maintenance of his mother and not for his own maintenance. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Parliamentary Secretary be 
pleased to explain what lie means by “His income while practising as a 
pleader is not known”? Did the Government try to ascertain his income? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; It is not possible for Government 
to try to ascertain the income of a pleader. • 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it not a fact that one of the 
determining factors for determining the amount of allowance is the income 
of which the person detained or restrained is deprivefl? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is one of the considerations, 
but in thiN case the allowance has been granted to the mother of the security 
prisoner tor her maintenance. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Js it not a fact that the 
aecurity prisoner has ji-ot not only a mother hut a wife and (hildren also? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; 1 want mdiee. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Jn view of (he answer jiLst now given, 
namely, that it is not ])o.ssili]e to ascertain the income, do I understand the 
honournhle inemlier to sa> tliat no attemjd was madi* to ascertain the 
income? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Attempts were made hut it is not 
possihlc to correct 1> assess the income of a pleader. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; May 1 know what is the result of the 
attempt to assess the income? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: G overnment could not correctly 
arrive at any figuiv. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of the suggestion put for- 
ward by Mr. Das Gupta that the s<*eurity prisoner has got^ a wife and 
children to mainta^ 

Khm BahMlurMOHAMlilED ALI: He dfd not say that. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Yes, I did. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of that fact, do Govern- 
iMut think it desirable to start a fresh enquiry and give him adequate 
allowance lor maintaining Jiis wife and children? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMKD ALit Yes, Oovemment will do that. 
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demand for grants. 

38 — Medical. 

The Hon’ble* Nawab MUSHARRUFF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadurt 

Sir, it is not yet 3 n’clork. JIuy 1 just «lnnv your attention to the fact that 
the scheduled time for taking up this grant has In'en fixed at !1 p.m. to 
3-45 p.ni . }' 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindly re^suiue your seal, Dr. SanyolK 

(Dr. Nalinakslin Sniiynl rpHumod liis seal.) 

As far as I know tliis inafler was a^^roed 1o between tlie parties. 1 
myself siippfosted that time should not he noted here. Tlie whole idea waa 
that the Assembly should sit at l*-lo p.m. and that no voting would take 
placf* before ‘ 1-40 p.m. That was the whob* idea and it was thoujfht that 
half an hour will i)e taken u]> by (piestions. That is why the time table 
was fixed at d p.m. to M-4o p.in. It was not intended that any time of the 
House shoubl ])e wasted. Kvei y one of us is anxious to iitili.se the time of 
thi' House in full. Tliendore, in view of this fafd, I do not think it will be 
fail to raise un\ technical objection like this. 

Dr. NALIRAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I draw >our attention to the note 
that youi office lias cnculated. It In also slated on the to]) of it that the 
time is subject to alteiation.^ as may be necessarx to meet the «*xigen<“ieH of 
the cu.se b\ the Hon’bb* Sjieaker. Tlierefore ii does not lie with any 
Hon'ble Minister of (toveniimmt to say that he wa.s not juepared 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yoti ne(‘d not bother yourself. Yfvs, Khan lialiadur 
rialaluddin Ahmad. 

Ths Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

.'^ir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor, 1 bejf to move 
that a sum of R.s. ol ,90,000 be jrraiited for expendiiur(‘ for the year 194r3-44 
under the liead “ij8 — Medical". 

The total provision for exiieiiditure under this head of iludget is 
Hs. o4,B-’^),000 of which Il.s. 01,90,000 is voted and Us. 2,90, 000 is charj^ed 
on Proviucial Revenues. 

The actual expenditure durinj^ the last 4 years wa.s as follows: — 


Year. 

Voted. 

•Charged. 

Total. 


Rs.* 

Kb. 

Rb. 

1939-40 

. . 49,97 ,00(J 

6,36,000 

56,33,000 

1940-41 

. . 50,94,000 

5,41,000 

56,36,000 

1941-42 

, . 49,16,000 

3,76,000 

52,91,000 

1942-43 

. . 51,47,000 

2,66,000 

54,13,000 

'Piieie has been 

considerable 

and gradual decrease in 

the actual expendi- 


ture under charged item.s and this decrease may l>e explained as duo 
mainly to the revereion of I.M.S. officer® to military duty. Th«r» haa abio 
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been a notieeable increase under voted items of expenditure and this 
increase is mainly due to posting* of voted officers in posts reserved for 
I.M.S. officers. 

Sir, before 1 pass on to an explanation of the iipportant items of 
expenditure in the Budget I would like in the first place to place before the 
honourable members the fact that it has not l)een possible for me during 
the few months since my assumption of duties to give a definite shape to 
our programme of wfirk in respect of expansion and development of medical 
relief and medical education in the province. It must however be admitted 
that, in the emergent circumstances with uliicli we are faced for 
the present expenditure for civil defence and for objects connected 
with the ■war has become imperative and a substantial portion of 
tho available resources of the Provincial (lovernment has to be 
earmarked for these purjxises. This has a serious repercussion on the 
further development of all nation-building enterprises including the spread 
of medical education and improvement of (he places for the treatment of 
the sick with the result that all new schemes for imiu’ovcnient and expansion 
have had to be postponed till after tlie normal times. 

Dr« NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; On a point of order. Sir. Are we to 
understand that the Hon’ble Minister is going to deliver a long speech at 
this stage because in that cast*, 1 am afraid, there w'ill be no time. It the 
Hon’ble Minister now takes halt an hour he may not have t<me afterwards 
to reply (o various ]K»inls lliat im>y be raised. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

1 am thankful to Dr. Sanyal for his suggestion. I shall refer only very 
briefly to some of the important items for which provision has been made 
in the budget. If J do so, then some of the amendments 1 think may not 
he mov<*d. 

Dr. PIALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, if this is going to be the practice 
then each Mini.ster may take half an hour. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope the Uon’ble Minister will be very brief. 

The Hon’blo Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Yes, I shall be very brief. 

A scheme of improvement of Sadar hospitals is under progress since 
19^-d9. Under thivs scheme Government have undertaken to make capital 
grants towards improvement of district sadar hospitals on condition that 
local bodies concerned meet a sha^e (to be decided in each case) of the 
capital expenditxjre and the*entire recurring expenditure in the scheme of 
improvement from local sources. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The scheme is 5 years old now and yet 
nothing has been done. 

Th« Hon’bte Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

For 4 years war has been going on 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: And therefore nothing will be done! 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

A total 8um of Rs. 4,40,000 was provided for this purpose aud the grants 
so far paid to the diffei^nt hpspitals amounted to Rs. 3,12,500 up to the 
end of 1-942-43. The unspent balance, viz., Rs. 1,27,600 has been repeated in 
the present bucfget estimates. The policy of making grants to rural 
dispensaries at the rate of Rs. 500 for a thana and Rs. 250 for a village 
dispensary has been persistently followed. The normal provision for the 
pur|) 08 e is Rs. 1,50,000 and an additional provision of Rs. 40,000 was made 
in the last year's budget against which the total expenditure actually 
amounted to about Rs. 2 lakhs. The excess was met by reappropriation. 
A similar provision of Rs. 1,90,000 has been made in this year’s budget and 
f should repeat the assurance that all eligible dispensaries will be paid the 
usual grants this year irrespective of tlie budget provision. 

It has also been decided to make an additional recurring grant of 
Rs. 50,000 to the Jadavpur Tuberculosis Hospital for maintenance of 
50 additional free l)e<ls for tubercular patients. 

T do not propose to tak<' any further time of the House. With these 
feM words, Sir, I commend this grant for the consideration of the House. 

Mftuivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 Ixig to move 
that the demand of Rs. 51,90,000 under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. This is in order to raise a discussion about the inadequacy of 
grant to the district and subdivisional hospitals. 

Before 1 come to the actual question. Sir, I wish to dniw the attention 
of this House and of the Ilon’ble Minister pointedly to this fact that this 
year they have allotted money for hospitals and dispensaries which falls 
ehortcr by Rs. 30,000 than the provision of la.st year. It is a broad fact 
that the prices of medicint's and other necessaries of life required for the 
patients in the hospitals havt> gone high at least by four hundred per cent., 
if not more. Everybody expected that the present Ministry would increase 
the amount for inufassal hospitals and dispensaries. Instead of doing that, 
the Hon’ble Minister has deemed it proper to reduce the grant. Out of a 
total sura of Rs. 27,57,500 allotted for hospitals and dispensaries, the 
Presidency hospitals and disiKjnsaries are provided a sum of Rs. 17,30,100 
whereas only Rs. 10,27,400 has been left for the mufassal hospitals and 
diepensaries. I do not contend, and I never contended, that this sum of 
money, viz., Rs. 17,30,100 is sufficient for the Presidency hospitals and 
dispensaries. But I would like to point* out t^at knowing as they do the 
crying need of a larger provision for mufassal hospital^ and dispensaries 
they have not cared to increase even by a single farthing the amount 
allotted for the Medical Department. As to the number of mufassal 
hospitals and dispensaries, I .‘submit that in every district on an average 
there are about 15 hospitals and dispensaries including the Hubdivisional 
and«adar hospitals. These dispensaries get very little h^p from the 
provincial exchequer. In the mufassal, we have four kinds of hospitals 
and dispensaries, viz., sadar hospitals, subdivisional hospitals, thana 
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(Uspenaaries aijd union board digpensaries. As regards union board 
dlgpensaries Government pay a flat rate of Rs. 250 every year per dispensary 
and to tbana dispensaries Rs. 500 each. In the case of sadar and subdivi- 
sional dispensaries Government only pay the actual expenses towards 
medical attendance of Government servants and actual expenses for the diet 
money. The other sum that is allotted for sadar and subdivisional 
hospitals is to meet expenses in connection with police cases. It is a 
matter for great regret that in some districts for district hospitals and sadar 
hospitals Government do not pay more than Rs. 500 a year, even in these 
days when the prices of medicine have gone up so high and demands for 
hospital l)eds are very great. Everybody knows that even on the doors of 
hospitals some of the patients are dying of hunger, that is to say, starvation 
cases have increased at least by 100 per cent., within a month. Unfor- 
tunately, in most of these hospitals some of the beds are lying vacant for 
want of money to buy food, medicine, etc. As for example in the 
Rangpur Sadar Hosj)ital there are arrangements for 00 beds. This year 
we have closed down 40 beds keeping only 20 beds for outside patients who 
come to get their admission in the hospital. There also we are not in a 
position to fi*ed the ])aticnts sufficiently, not to speak of giving them 
medicine, according to requirements. 

I draw the attention of the Government to this fact, particularly it is 
a mutter for regret that starvation cases are not being admitted in the 
hospitals. Always medical officers and the Civil Surgeon complain that 
they cannot feed these patients. The Rangpur hospital, us I have pointed 
out, is running on a deficit of at least Rs. 5,000 this year. On the face of 
this the Rangpur District Board has to pay five to six thousand rupees 
annually to the Jalpaiguri Medical School and Hospital. We have always 
moved the Government to relieve the district board from these payments so 
that the money proposed to be released may be utilised for the improve- 
ment of other hospitals in the district, but unfortunately no heed has been 
given to our prayer. 1 submit very humbly that we want money for 
ivllevinting the sufl'erings of the poorer sections of the people, the patients 
that lie outside the presidency town and can get no medical treatment. 
No doubt some ])atient8 come to Calcutta but nowadays due to want and 
distress mufassal people are very seldom able to come to Calcutta to have 
their ])atient8 properly treated there. Therefore greater care should be 
given to mufassal hospitals and we should try to develop these hospitals. 
In sadar hospitals there is very seldom any arrangement for nurses, and 
doin.'i and niehturi serve as nurses. These hospitals so badly require not 
only meditdne and food bu^ also bursing and care. Some money should 
therefore bo allotted for each of these hospitals so that some arrangement 
for nursing can be made. 

■With these w’ords, Sir, I commend my motion for the acceptance of the 
House. 

i 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
As. 51,90,000. Sor expenditure under the head “SS—Medical” be reduced by 
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fia. 100. The objegt of my motion is to raise a discussion about tho mal- 
administration of the Medical Department and the utter dislocation of 
iwdical service in the province, specially in respect of — 

(t) the administration of the Surgeon-Oenerars office; 

(it) the administration of the Provincial Medical Services; 

(m) tile administration of the Calcutta Medical College, the Campbell 
Medical School and other teaching institutions; 

(iv) the administration of liospitals and dispensaries in Calcutta ami the 

mufaasal; 

(r) failure to* utilise fully the grants for the improvement of sndar 
hospitals in the mufassal; and 

(r?) failure to maintain and to extend medical services and treatment of 
the poorer sections of the people in the rural areas. 

Sir, hardly an\ si)ee( li is neede<] today to bring it home to the Govern- 
ment and to members (»f the (joverninent party the utter helplessness which 
the peoi)le of the i)rovinec have been thrown into due to a thorough faibire 
of the Medical Department in practically all its bearings. Sir, I will not 
indulge in a long speech a.s time will not i)ermit and 1 will only draw your 
attention to a few specific and definite instances whicli will go to show how 
this failure has l>een all round and has been creating a havoc in the w^hole 
province. , 

Sir, in regard to the Surgeon-Geuerars office with which J start, as you 
might be well aware, this has been practically a fiftli wlieel to the coach. 
The Surgeon-Geiierur.s office has two parts now: one part is functioning 
from Kaj.4ia]ii and the other is in Calcutta. The letters that have to l>c sent 
to various medical institutions from Government have to pass through the 
Surgeon-General’s office and ?wcc vrrxti^ and. Sir, they tak<‘ inordinately 
long time and I do not know it any responsible mind is at all applied to 
such correspondence that pass tiirough the agency of the Surgeon-General s 
office. There have been departments of Government which have practically 
become an hnpcriuTti iVt ivi'pcttOy but no department has assumed such 
proportion of abiist* and inefficiem'V as tbe Siirgeoii-G<'iicrars office luis 
done. 1 will give one instance, namely, the case of one medical man, a 
reputed Surgeon of the Medical College, Dr. I'anchanan Chutterjee. His 
term was supposed to have been extended at tlie end of December, 1941, for 
yet another year. He got the letter of extension ufttT th(5 extension was 
practically completed. In another instance it was brought U> my notice 
that some students of the Campljell Medical School coulii not attend tlie 
institution on the first opening date, on the 2*d or Brd J^inuary last year, 
because of the troubles created tthrough the air raids in Calcutta. These 
medical students— some of them were girl students— were enjoying scholar- 
ships. . Under certain technical rules their scholarships were stopped and 
they approached the Government with piteous appeals that although they 
were late by only one day they were neither given tdie scholarships nor were 
they* permitted to go on with their study at the school because once the 
scholarships were stopped they were not allow’ed to attend classes and appear 
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B^t examinations. They appealed to the bead of the institution, Bppro&chdd 
the Surgeon-^eneral and for montba and monlihs they wrote correspondence 
and so on until they found themselves in a helpless position. They could 
neither attend their classes nor draw their scholarships and could not pay 
their fees nor their boarding charges. At this stage I hatJ to intervene and 
I personally approached the Secretary of the Department and with great 
difficulty it could be arranged that these students should get their allowancee 
and could continu<* their studies. These are two minor instances. There 
have been numerous other cases where you will find that the Surgeon- 
General's office has ratlier been a clog than a help. Sir, time has come to 
review the whole position. If there is a technical expert necessary in the 
shape oi th<; Surgeon-General to scrutinise and examine how things are 
being managed in the Medical Department, there also, I submit, Sir, the 
Surgeon-General’s office has failed miserably. Selections are made in the 
various medical services of persons for appointments, transfers and promo- 
tions, and posts are being allotted to particular individuals very often not 
on ground of merit but on other considerations. The result has been that 
in some of the premier educational institutions for imparting medical 
teaching as also for providing pro])er treatment of diseases there have been 
placed persons in charge who are very innocent of the special subjects which 
they have been asked to teach or for the special medical treatment that they 
are required to administer. There have l)eeu numerous cases of most 
inefficient and hojielessly unacquainted persons being given offices because 
these offices are going not on merit but on other considerations at the 
moment. 1 will not introduce any communal feeling, Sir, and I would 
like to point out this without the least disrespect to certain communities, 
fH 3 cauHe 1 know tliere hnv<* lieen cas<?.s of Hindu surgeons and doctors also 
involviul in tluN. i can name one, Dr. S. C. Ghosh, who had retired long 
ago but has been again j)ut on to some job in the Calcutta Medical College 
for some time. He bus not been attending to his work, and for months 
together he goes on leave. Still he is tliere because he was a pet of a 
tiarticular Minister in charge. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Ex-Minister. 

Mr. 8ANT0SH KUMAR BA8U: No, Sir. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYALS Yes, an ex-Minister but not Mr. Basu. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U. Generalisation is very dangerous. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, a small bird whispers that the post 
which Dr. Panchauan Chatter jee js holding — the post of the Professor of 
Clinical Surgery which has been his officiating post and not his substantive 
post of which his term has already expired, — and one does not know where 
Dr. Chatterjee is going after he finishes his officiating appointment at the 
present moment — is going to be taken up by a comparatively junior surgeon, 
a former Resident Surgeon of the Eden Hospital and at present the Police 
Surgeon. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, this is a comprehensive motion and I want ten minutes more. 



Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, you go on. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Then, Sir, there is the reputed Surgeon 
Colonel Anderson, Professor of Surgery, who, I understand, never comes to 
the College befor^ II a.m. He is supposed to teach the students in Surgery 
in the practical class but students have to attend their theoretical classes at 
11 a.m., and he is supposed to come at 8 o'clock in the morning. Colonel 
Anderson is a big man busy with multifarious practice and he does not care 
to come at 8 a.m. Colonel Anderson is a retired I.M.S. man and this post of 
Professor of Surgery was at one time to be reserved for the I.M.S. Apart 
from the question * 0 ! the justification of reservation of any post for the 
I.M.S. or others this, post has been made specially available for Colonel 
Anderson although he has no more connection with the I.M.S. This keeps 
out the comparatively younger men who can shine in the line and create a 
mark in <he respective departments if opportunities are given to them. 
Sir, I understand that tliis Colonel Anderson was given some extension in 
the past over the head of the Minister and in spite of the recommendation 
of the Minister, and at one time — I may draw attention to that also — (.’olonel 
Anderson could not for certain reasons attend to any operation at all because 
he could not ojien the gloves over his hands for certain disease which he was 
suffering from. 

Sir, so far teaching in the Medical College is concerned, the quality of 
teaching lias deteriorated to such a hopeless extent that I do not know 
what will happen to the people of Bengal in future who will have to submit 
themselves to the care of the doctors that will come out of the Medical 
College during the next two or three years. Practical training has virtually 
come to a standstill. Sir, the Medical College Hospital has practically half 
its beds closed because they had to be kept reserved for A.U.1\ work. There 
has been recently some improvement in this respect, b(*cause I kiif)W' there 
lias been some arrangement to release some of the.se beds lor ordinary patients 
for the time being, but there are also certain departments like the (diest 
Department, one of the most important departments in the Medical (College, 
where students are allotted to do work there Imt not u single patient is 
admitted to that department. Students go, smoke, chat, and coim* bu(;k. 
There is not a single patient in the department. (Khan Bahadur 
Mohammki) Ali : The departnuMit is closed.) The dejiartment is supposed 
to be closed but students are there and they are supposed to come out as 
successful students with experience in chest work also. Sir, all this has 
been done in spite of the recommendatiou^of the Visiting IJommittee. That 
Committee definitely stated thak without chest wcrk the studynts of tomorrow 
will not learn anything. I do not know if the attention of the Hon'ble 
Minister has been drawn to this very important matter. 

Sir, in the Medical College, hitherto, whenever there were new posts 
created or vacant they were filled up either by adverti.sement or by promotion 
from the rank of men of ability, but, Sir, last year a new post was created 
or rather two new posts were created and two new men were taken not on 
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the basis of advertisement and not on the basis of applications from meri- 
torious persons but on other considerations — God alone knows what. (Khan 
Bahadur Mohammed Au: You also know, I think.) I know, of course, 
but I am not in a position to sHte if the present Government did it or the 
past Government. I may refer to two cases; one is about the special 
department of heart for which the ex-Ministry appointed the son of Dr. Sir 
Upendra Nath Brahmachari as the Cardiologist, and the other is in the 
dental department for which also another person was appointed not through 
advertisement. 

Now, Sir, as regards the beds in hospital, a large number of beds are 
filled by what are known as Board cases. Board cases ‘mean cases which 
apparently have no diseases but which aite referred by the Medical Board to 
be examined more thoroughly in the Medical College. As you know, Sir, 
when Government servants want to go on leave they have to apply for 
medical certificate and the Medical Board send them to the Medical College 
Hospital. Ninety per cent, of such Board cases do not show any ostensible 
disease and the results of observation still have to be taken. X’ray has to 
be taken, blood, sputum, urine have to be examined, because the Board want 
these things, but the students get no benefit out of them as they mostly 
reveal normal cases. Some of the Board cases have very interesting liistory. 
Once it happened in the case of Sir G. N. Boy. Director-General of Posts 
and Telegraphs, while he was serving as Postmast(‘r-(jeneral. lie applied for 
leave for six months and he was asked to appear before tke Professor of 
Midwifery. To this Sir G. N. Roy wrote to the Chief Secretar\ tliat there 
was perhaps a mistake ns the leave applied for was not by Mrs. Roy but by 
himself. It was then pointed out that the' Professor of Midwifery was the 
Superintendent and he was a member of the Board, and therefore he had 
to go there. Such cases do very often happen. 

Sir, the position in the Campbell Medical School is still worse-. I have 
hardly any time to go into details but 1 may tell you definitely with all the 
sense of responsibility that I can command, that teaching has practically 
been non-existent in the Campbell Medical School for the last few months. 
So far us hospital work is concerned, God save those who ha}»pen to go 
there under the care of some of those doctors. The place is so ill-(‘quipped 
both in personnel as well as in medicines that 1 cannot know how an institu- 
tion of that character could be permitted be maintained in the heart of 
Calcutta. Both in the Calcutta Medical College Hospital as well as in the 
Campbell Hospital important and essential medicines are not at all available; 
even medicines l^ke M.B. 6113 go out of stock for days together although 

that medicine is not really ^pnavailable in the Calcutta market. 

« 

Sir, only yesterday we had a rejdy from the Government that the diet 
allowance of 12 annas only per head per day is still maintained. A diet 
allowance which was sanctioned and approved two years ago is still main- 
tained although vou are all aware the cost of living has gone up terribly. 
Milk is practically unavailable and what is available cannot sustain the 
patients. Even then the budget shows that the amount sanctioned for the 
Medical Department has not only not improved but it has really gone down. 
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In 1940-41 the total Medical grant was Rs. 50,35,000; this year the budget 
shows Rs. 54,13,000. What a shocking admission of hopeless inefficiency 
in the administration of the Medical Department as a whole! 

Coming now to the sadar hospitals I have to invite your attention to the 
repeated failure nol of this Government alone but of two previous Govern- 
ments to utilise the grants made for improvement of sadar hospitals. If 
today it is said that there was war for the last three >eurs, Mar has not 
really stopped every other important department’s expenditure and it cannot 
be said that tlie sadar hospitals and the other hospitals in the mufassal have 
no important work do even during war time I On the contrary, Sir. it 
is our report that mau\ (»f them are still doing valuable Mork and are expectetl 
to do valuable M'ork even in connection with the Mur. Some of them have 
had several seats and beds reserved for looking after M’ar injuries, and yet, 
Sir, there is hardly any arrangement to improve their eijuipment, t() give 
them up-to-date surgical instruments, to arrange for improved services and 
even to alloM’ them the most elementary and common medicines, like (juinine, 
which is so badly needed in the mufassal of Bengal. 

Sir, I have invited your attention to various aspects of th(‘ ]>roblem and 
as 1 have already told you, it is not p(>ssible to giv(‘ details ot evei\N one of 
these items. 1 shall therefore conclude by making an appeal to the House 
and to the Iloirble Minister in charge to be mon* up and doin^» in this 
respect. Tlioiisiwids are dying in the streets of Calcutta an<l tlin)Ugljout 
the jiroviiice. Hardly any arrangement has b(‘en imnh* t«» e.xtmni nn‘dieal 
service to the mufassal. The Indian Medical Association, Calculta, have 
siihiiiitted to Government a detaikMl scheme for (lUiek and early improvement 
ot the jiosition. I would like to know MTiat Goviwnment Iiav(‘ done on this 
scdieme. 1 appeal to Government and I impress Ufion thmn the urg(‘nt n(*ed 
of setting the House in order so far as the Medical Department is coiicerneil. 

Sir HARI 8ANKAR PAUL: Sir, 1 beg to move the motion that stands 
in my name, namely, that the demand of Kh. 51,90,000 for expenditure under 
the head “38 — Medical” be reduced by Rs. 100. 1 move this in order to 

raise a discussion about utter failure to give even last minute relief to jiersoiis 
dying of malaria, tuberculosis, hunger and starvation. 

It is my intention today to draw' immediate attention of the House In 
the utter failure of the Government and supreme callousness shown by them 
in the matter of providing relief to persons dying of malaria, fubereulosis, 
hunger and starvation. I confes.s this attitude on the part of the (iovern- 
ment is quite consistent with tlie niggardly manner in which they have 
alway s treated the medical and ^lublic health budget of the* province and 
the almost step-motherly treatment ever accorded to these two branches of 
one and the same function of the Government, viz., the improvement ot 
the health and sanitation of the province. It is hardly necessary for me to 
stress the urgency of the work involved in the proposed grants particularly 
at a tinyi when people in thousands are dying wrilhout any food ^ medical 
relief. No administration can claim to call itself civilised if it does not 
give attention to the paramount question of improving the health of the 
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people; the manner in which this matter has been ignored by the Govern- 
ment is almost criminal. I shall presently show with the help of figures 
how these two sections of the budget have been treated with meagre 
resources compared to our need. But before I do so, I would like to draw 
the attention of the House to the fact that one of the reasons why the advent 
of the popular Ministry had been acclaimed was that henceforth the budget 
would gravitate more toward.*} nation-building activities rather than spending 
its major portion on the costs of running the administration. 

It was a standing grievance against the bureaucratic regime that suffi- 
cient money was not to be found for such useful activities wdiicli were then 
considered to he of secondary importance. The raison d'etre of a popular 
Government is that they would do away with such a tradition incompatible 
with all sense of progie.sH and advancements in a province and try to shape 
the budget in such a manner that -the money spent is made to yield the 
maximum return in the well-being of the people. If the Ministry do not 
follow such a course of action, they may be said to be failing in one of their 
essential duties. I am sure 1 shall not be misunderstood as indulging in 
th(*se utterances in a carping spirit; what I say 1 do rather in a spirit of 
putting forward a constructive and helpful criticism in this connection. The 
budgeted expenditure under Medical and Public Health was 83 lakhs 111 
thousaml in 11137-38 and 115 lakhs 85 thousand in 1942-43 against the total 
revenue expenditure of 11 crores 83 lakhs 13 thousand and 10 crores 73 lakhs 
It) thousand working out a percentage of about 7U3 and 54 respectively. 
Therefore, it is not much encouraging to find that for 1943-44 the budgeted 
expenditure under these two heads is only 115 lakhs 1 thousand against the 
total revenue expenditure of 25 crores 80 lakhs 57 thousand working out a 
l>ercentage of even less than 4 per cent. 

Sir, from these figures, it will be realised that the tone of the budget 
so far as these two imi)ortant heads are concerned has not changed for tin* 
l)etter which we so much ex'|)ected. In fact, its complexion may be said to 
have deteriorated particularly when we look from the angle of the increase 
in the total expenditure on revenue account from 11-8 crores in 1937-38 
to 25 8 crores in 1943-44. Putting it more clearly and briefly, I may say 
that out of a total increased expenditure of 14 crores a meagre sum of about 
lla. 12 lakhs only has been allotted for these two heads. Or, in other words, 
out of every one hundred rupees of increased expenditure since the inaugura- 
tion of provincial autonomy the Government have spent not even one rupee 
for I lie improvement of the health and sanitation of the province. Nobody 
would perhaps deny, Sir, that one of the crying needs of^the hour is that 
medical relief on a larger scale should be provided for the disease-stricken, 
half-fed and ill-clad dumb millions of the province. Under the old regime 
total grants under these two heads amounted to about 7 per cent, of the 
total revenue budget; we all, therefore, expected that the popular Ministry 
would be able to at least increase the proportion out of their increased 
expenditure.. That is, a greater proportion of more money available to the 
Government would be allotted for nation-building services. But such a 
hope has been belied in our experience. This is all the more deplorable 
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when we remember that most of this increased expenditure has been provided 
for by increased taxation of the already heavily taxed people bf Rofijral. 1 
cannot therefore, Sir, reconcile myself to the loud claims ami professions, 
made by the Ministry, of their solicitude for the people. 

Sir, I would now point to a very sad state of affairs in the administra- 
tion of this department in that, meagre as the grants have been, some 
provisions had to be surrendered owing to their non-utilisation or partial 
utilisation. I would, in particular, mention the case of the sadar hospitals. 
Provisions are made in every year for the improvement of the sadar hospitals, 
but at the close of*the year refunds have to be made for non -utilisation of 
the budgeted sum. In 1939-40 out of a provision of Rs. 21 lakhs for 
improvement of sadar hospitals, not more than Rs. 12 lakhs could be spent 
during the year, as all schemes had not yet been fully worked out. Simi- 
larly in 1940-41 there was a saving of Rs. 80 thousand out of a total provision 
of Rs. 90 thousand for the same purpose, the reason being that the schemes 
of improvement did not mature during the year. A provision of Rs. 2*2 
lakhs was also made in 1942-43 for the improvement oi sadar hospitals. Tlie 
actuals for 1942-43 show that out of the budgeted provision Us. 1 lakh 27 
thousand could not be utilised. This shows the paucity of brains in high 
quarters which could not formulate in course of the Inst five years any 
suitable scheme for the development and improvement of our sadar 
hospitals, altheugh their improvement is a paramount necessity of tlo' 
province. Again, Sir, you are aware that dispensaries are few and fai 
between in lairal areas. The necessity for more sueli tlis])ensai‘ies goes 
without saying. Reganling the establishment of union boaid dispensaries 
in the mufa.ssal the Government had assured us in 1941-42 lhai the\ wmi* 
going to establish one dispeuvsary in every tw’o unions and that the jijojiosal 
had almost matured. But so far nothing has be<*ii done in this rc'gaid, and 
we should like to know at what stage the matter lies now. 

Sir, before I conclude I feel I must refer to the terrible Hcourges that 
have been eating into the vitals of the people of this province, I mean the 
two dangerous diseases, tuberculosis and malaria. The (j(»vernment have 
a clear duty before them and that is to addre.ss themselves with a stronger 
wdll and more intensified efforts to the task of minimising the extent of tlieii 
ravages too terrible at pre.sent for w'ords. It is somewhat re-assuring that 
measures have been initiated by different pow’erful agenci(‘8 to nuider relief 
to the T. B. sufferers and the contemplated expansion of the Jndavpur 
Sanatorium by adding oO more beds i.s coipe not a day too#HOon. Of course 
this extension is too insignificajt when we look it against the background 
of the widespread nature of the disease in the province. Still I welcome it 
as a move just in the right direction. How niu< h we wish that a few^ equally 
worthy, institutions of repute like the Austanga Ayurvedic T. B. Hospital 
that have been rendering very valuable services in this direction should 
have been more encouraged and helped in their strenuous activitij^s with some 
grant*in their favour. Then again, I do not find words to adequately convey 
my sense of horror at the increasingly dismal prospect of all useful activities 
being seriously impeded and held up due to the alarming scarcfty of quinine 
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ill the province which is, by the way, the most malaria-ridden area in the 
countrJ^ Times are difficult no doubt for making quinine available to meet 
enormous and usual demand of the province, but the present quota allocated 
to Bengal by the Central Government is ridiculously low on the very face 
of it. It is up to the Bengal Government to immediately take up this 
urgent matter with the Central Government and strongly urge for an 
increased quota for Bengal’s consumption. Then again, it is an irony of 
fate that jiarticularly at this juncture when import of the stuff is most 
needed to supplement the local scanty stock, it has been rendered impossible 
to go in for that. India (jovernment won’t give perntit to import unless 
the exporting country is approached and is agreeable to ship whereas the 
exporting country when approached refer the importers to the India 
GovernmeiB to first get import permit. Thus driven from pillar to post and 
post to pillar the importers here have to sink down in disappcuntment and 
disgust. Further imjmrts, if in any way received, have to meet the saddest 
fate of being frozen by the Government. What shall we then do I'' Will 
the scourge of malaria be allowed a fuller scope in its ravages ^ Unless 
immediate action is taken it is too apparent to need any further comment 
that the Government will be faced with a situation completely out of their 
control in which no amount of their pious w'ishes and sympathetic utterances 
w'ill be of any avail. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Us. ')1 ,!H),0(l() under the head “‘IS — Medical" be reduced b\ lU. UK). I 
move this to raise a discussion about the negligence of the Government to 
siqiply proper (juantity of medicine specially quinine to hos])ita]s and 
charitable disiumsaries in the province. 

Mr. 8j)eaker, Sir, 4^ ^ ^ 

PI I pSffUPbsUf Carmichael College 4 oj^eration ^ 

I Carmichael College Supply 0ffice4^ FfeeT, 

t5t?i C^5T CvftlPf C? ^1 Militaiy^ supply TOt, 4 ^ 

^1 I Carmichael Medical College4 oi^eration ^ 

^ Charitable Dispensary^S GT fpF ^ I 

— quinine. 0^ quinine 

! f^v5N5 tt:' ^ supply, ’fro? PI I trC'^T^P) Charitable DispensaryCS CI6 

quinine wm ^ ^ G^ dispensary? I 

^ ^ 4^ cut motion ft?i ^f? I PtrfT® Ptf% 4^^ 

Charitable Dispensary '3 C?| fP'3 

I Quinine4P C? 

— C c t tPp gfH ; quimne4P '*f4tCP PGTC^ — 

C P fiCP ' C5M PI I Quinine PlTfl I '*RT 
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C^r <5?^ — ^?I cni quinineil^ ?PfTt 

’TO ?r?r ^1 1 c^ CTO rf>W5tc^ TO, ’^rtTOfi 

^«r, *^4^ ^ seat, ^T*} ^] CTO tfTO TO71 I ^Tt^TO '5t«'f"c^®1» 
ffefV^TOnr TO^ttTO^9f%?r callous ; 

^r^n TOi c»^ c^Ttc^ cto^q ^mi tos? i 

^ ^ il? Hoiise<il^ ?f TO 

jpr^ TO^f^f '3 to^t f^^TOnr ^TO ^mi ^=?t c*r, 
\5t5I5f 'TOrtC^^ 5^^ il^N C^^C"!^ CTOF I 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, C^ TOT-TO11 T^irc5, \5f5ftC^ 

CSflCTO stamina TO I (?\^, (?\^, C^^, f^^TO ^7^T1 

CTOF ’ITO TO’ itcirs ’Tf^ v§>?<f<t3r 

«ftTO I CTO 5T?fC5^ — ^t5t^ cTO O^ I C^t^ TTPF I 

C^*t f’^’lTO C^ CTO C^TTT^, fro Tot '3^ '^jfVTO ’PTC^T^ 

TOF ’TC^ To ^ I (?T^ TO3 CTO^ ^15, ^tC'PT ffefV^’fl 

3Pn c^l’l^ I ^'73^1" n«1’ 5t5TtC^ TO 

^ ^ *TtFtC3 51/7 I C*N I 

C^r. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Mr. Speaker, Sir. 1 beg to 
move that the demaiu] of Ks. M ,tM),0()0 under the head “-hS -Mediear' he 
reduced f>> H.s. KHh I move this in order to rai.se a discussion about tlie 
Cjov«*rnment ’.s ]»olicy regarding the suj)])ly <d quinine in the province of 
Bengal. 

Mr. Sjieaker, Sir, 7\^f H, ff n^jyi ^tC3, Disjxmsary ^Vs TO^tf^tC^T 
<4^: ^t<i] ^ TO'TO TO =71 <7rTO^ =7C^^ i:|r51CT=l TO^ »TOi <tt'9Tn 

TO ii]? C^ quinine i]Ji '^TU? 'j^TTO 'i3=T' 3Pn =T^Pl 

Ffro FC3 =lf<tj3 1 '^’75 “C’alcutta Gazette”(il tfCliPfTO 'il^ report (TTSTII 

^ quinine 3^11 U quinine fT3^‘l =^C3 tTTJ TO15^ ‘4=1“ 

TO ^'9 C’T^TO't f^‘^f^3TO5l 7rtTO<=f Quinine Sulphate, TO *7!^ 0\ i?f^1 
I fro 4 quinine I TO^f quinineij^ 

^ *PfTO? I C’TTOT f5tS C’fTO C=l TOtC=f District Magistrate- 

4^ TOC3 5T.^ I District Magistrate TOF ^fC3 f%f^ 

TOTO C=1 C=I ^^=Ftft ston^koepcr stockist of 

quinine in the place 3H TO 5 *ftPproach TO *=^TO I ‘TOF approach 

TOl C^ or, quinine 77fTO*t3: TO*!^**^ 4^«1C< C*7'9in 5ir: ^t?1 

prescription ?f’^eT (tff3 ’TflfPt TO grain fTOt^) (TT^ quinine 

prescription quinine supply 4=7t (TT quinineiijTr 

jpT ’♦TO &P7n ’ttSs I o‘\\ 5T=n ^.TO =n “m Wpf ’ttsm TO, 

CTO'S TOfl?? 4^ Government 4^ policy ^TOIC’T'’ ’Tf^T TOl fTOC3 

\x\r\ I 4^ R«T TOCF I 3fS TO TOCW ’IfSTn OHi 3tTOrS 
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T^jys \ ; i c^ 

C^ *f?r^ 

f^» f%5^ f^, 5t?f fkn '3(t^f|^^tt5n TO, tilTO permis8jon<ii? ^ ^ 

^ ^ T5T^?t^ ^ (TT^^ quinine ^ CTO 

^TO ^ ^ TO^ I lil? quinine, c? 

TOIOT ?nTOr?hl, ’rt<ft?«t^: malaria’^ cil^ ^Itir ’ffro^PP 
ISTO I (?r?? quinine ^nruii ^ Govenmient^ii?r 

TO ^sr u 3TO 5ir c? c?i:"f f5f^<^>n '®pm to i 
TO ^ ; c^ ^ TOr-mfe? ^WKfe 

fri TO TO I ^1 C^ TO ^1, TOm TOT C^Co TO ^1, 

^Vs ^ TOF ’niTO? TOOT ^’C? 

'^C«TC^ ^St? ^TtC^ malaria's 15tf%f^T^ C^C^ 1>C<=1(,5^ I ^^5^" •Tf^- 

TOtc^ ^ 4 ^ppr^ c?rTC'5t^ TO c«l^ ^ cTOs TO 

^TTTl ^FTO5 TOT I 'ftfiP'^TO ?) f^ ^>3 CH^ TO^ I ^ 

*il^* TO 5^ ^2TTO'3 I TOt^ Government^f}^ 

policy C^rro quinine TOTl I 

’pnro >AVs ^ITO STO^t^ l ^ TOTO f% tot Government 

’wmi TO^^ (?r ^tm f^OT fra TO! I ^1 ^ 
TOTOfi? fifft’T ^1 ^1 Fc^T ra ^ I c*?T,»r ftc»r^: ^5 f 

malarias ?p:TO f^ CTOS K^TT^ ''ff W.W 2 fV| 

^r; TO TOTO malaria cTO® TOSSr | ^ftr^ ^TO ^ CTOn TO 
^1 TO^’ CTO TOY1 •<] TO ^tfOT, TOC^ 

c^"! c? TO TO CTO toi ^ i 

Government>il5l ^sTTOt^f TO§? C^ ^^fTOTFl TO TO TOm I 

^ Government ti]^ vnn TO fra TO C^^ C^^mi ftf TO? ^sTfroT-^t 
TO5( CTPFVfl TO TO C**ffOT (TTfroi" ?t C?C^ ^tOT C??f^ 

C^Sl TO? TOC? OTliT C?tC?^ ^ ^fC^ I ^ ?1 TO 

?TOl C? <i]^ ?fTO, TOT-^Tfrr^ frc?l^, C?m?^ ^T TO 

TO C? f?TO CTO ^C^T" ?t^ I ^vfi ^5T cut motion a??ffe I 

Mfi 8ANT08M KUMAR BA8U* With regard to the observations made 
by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal, I am in general agreement with much of what 
he has said. It is not for me to defend the policy and the actions of 
Government at this stage. There is only one statement he has made, 
evidently due to lack of correct information, about the appointment of the 
Cardiologist in the Medical College Hospital. He has said that I had made 
the appointgjient. I want to state categorically tjiat the order for the 
appointment had been made long before I came into office. The only part 
I had to play with regard to this matter was that I had to allot the duties 
of this particular officer and I thought it proper on the recommendation of 
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the Secretary of the Department that he should be placed under the super- 
vision of the Professor of Medicine, Dr. M. N. De. That is how tjie matter 
came to me and that is how I dealt with it. 

The Hon’ble* Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, so far as I could follow the speeches of the honounible 
members who have just now spoken, their attention was mainly concentrated 
on the question of inadequate supply of quinine, and I should therefore deal 
with this question first. Honourable members are well aware that since 
the war there has been shortage of quinine and after the Japanese came 
into the war the question of shortage has been very acute. Now, the posi- 
tion is that not only the Government of Bengal alone but the Government 
of India also are suffering from want of quinine, and we have got to be 
satisfied with a limited supply. Nevertheless, we are trying our utmost to 
increase the supply of quinine which we produce locally by co-ordination in 
the activities of both the Forest and the Medical and Public Health Depart- 
ments. With a view to effect proper distribution of quinine throughout 
the province we have introduced rationing for the whole province. So far 
, as Calcutta is concerned the distribution is made through the agency of the 
Public Health l)e})artnient ; so far as the districts are concerned, there the 
distribution is made through the agencies of Civil Surgeons and the district 
boards. In case there is any complaint about the inadequate siqjjdy we 
send (juiniiit* fi'oin our own stock, if possible. In spite of Jill that has lieen 
done by Government, Sir, I must, liowever, admit that Government have 
not been jilile to meet the rcjil demand of (luiniiie that tin* ])rovinc«‘ reijuires. 
Circumstanced as we are it is very difiiciilt to meet our re(juirem<*nls of 
quinine; it is vei\ difficult to combat iinilaria which is now raging in 
Midnajiore since tlie last terrible cyclone, requiring perliaps tin* largest 
amount of (juinine. Malaria is now rampant in various other jilaees which 
urgently require (luiiiiin*. We have been doing our utmost to make udecpiale 
allotments. Even in Calcutta there is a large demand for (luinine. 1 know 
the Islamia Hosjiital with the Hon’hle Mr. Justice Ameer Ali as tin* 
President of its Committee of Management is catering for a largt* number of 
patients and we made an allotment of quinine to be required for that 
hospital, on the basis of average number of malaria patients in that hospital 
requiring quinine. We gave the full quota of the allotment madf* for that 
hospital but it was found to be quite insufficient and tbe‘y asked for more. 
When an additional allotment was made, that too was found to be inadequate 
and the hospital authorities asked for still more. J am qiyte sure that that 
hospital is in difficulty about its requireinents quinine. The same is the 
case elsewhere, but I can assufe you, Sir, that we are tryiflg our very best 
to get supplies from outside the province and ^ilso to increase our own 
cinchona production. 

Then, Sir, Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar has made some suggestions. I could 
not follow his entire speech. I think Mr. Sarkar and Dr. ^anyal have 
raisect the question of diseases resulting from starvation and have complained 
that we have made no arrangement for the treatment of such diseases. I 
can assure them and other honourable members of the House that we have 



24 


DEMAND FOB GRANTS. 


[20th Skpt., 


already taken some steps and are taking more for the treatment of diseased 
men, wopaen and children as a result of starvation. We have established 
several hospitals in and around Calcutta for the proper treatment and feeding 
of hungry and diseased people. The Behala Hospital is one of them which 
is doing immense service to the cause of suffering humanity. The Campbell 
Hospital and other hospitals are also admitting famished patients who are 
receiving adequate treatment and food there. I understand the Revenue 
Department has taken responsibility of providing for the treatment as well 
as for feeding these famished people. Government have issued a circular 
instructing the Civil Surgeons and the District Magistrates to take famished 
patients into hospitals who have been asked to extend their operations in 
this direction to the remotest rural areas. Wherever there are gruel 
kitchens Government have asked the District Magistrates to visit those 
areas and have temporary sheds erected >tliere which will serve hospital 
purj)oseH for the treatment of famished patients. Today also my Secretary 
and the Director of Public Health luive decided to start as many hospitals 
as possbile and we have informed the local officers that Government are 
prepared to spend as much money as possible, anticipating sanction of (jov- 
ernment later on 

Mauivi ABU H08AIN 8ARKAR: May I know when this circular was 
issued ? 

V 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD; The first 
circular was issued on the 14th September and after that 1 liave issued 
instructions addressed to the Surgeon-General to make the District 
Magistrates extend their operations in this direction without being handi- 
capped for finance whicli lias been promised to them. 1 lioj)e this will 
satisfy my friend, Sir Hari Sankar Paul, and I can assure. Sir, that so long 
as 1 am in charge of this dej)artment I sliall see that people do not die of 
diseases resulting from starvation. So long- as J am in charge of the 
Medical and Public Health l)e])artment 1 shall see that although there might 
be cases of stnrvaticm and some deaths, every possible care is taken in rural 
areas to give help as much as possible. ()ne of our difficulties is about the 
paucity of doctors. Unfortunately for Bengal the number of qualified 
registered doctors is very few. The number of registered doctors is not 
sufficient to cope M-itli this huge and gigantic problem of giving relief to 
these destitute patients in those temporary hospitals and sheds. But we 
have instructed District Magistrates to recruit locally private practitioners 
as much as possible and if they fail to do it, to write to us and we will see 
what we can dO. We might be in difficulty on account of the paucity of 
doctors, but I can assure the House that we shall do as much as possible to 
improve the situation. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: On a point of information, Sir. May 
I have on^» information from the Hon’hle Minister through you, Sir? 
Mufassnl hospitals are managed by committees and they do all the financing. 
Have special iiistructions been issued to District Magistrates to make special 
grants to those committees? 
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The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: My friend 
who is the Chairman of a District Board knows that sadar hospitals get 
the services of Civil Surgeons and some Assistant Surgeons. Civil Surgeons 
have been asked ^to do as much as possible. District Magistrates have also 
been asked to render as much help as possible. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: But who will pay the exi^ensesy 

The Hon’bla Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Govern- 
ment will pay the expenses. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Through what agency F 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi dALALUDDIN AHMAD: Through 
the District Magistrate’s agency. We have asketl District Magistrates to 
speiol money in anticipation of final sanction under Treasury onler No. 27. 
So in that respect there will he no difficulty because a<ljustments will be 
made afterwards. 

With regard to the improvement of sadar hosjutals, I need not sa\ mucii. 
There was recently a scheme prejiared for the improvement of sadar hospitals. 
There were some condition.s attached, one of them being that local bodies 
would contribute a share of the capital expenditure. Unfortunately tln^ 
Government scheme has not been utilised in full by the sadar hospitals and 
we have spent* as much as possible in plac(^s where contributions have been 
received from local bodies. Gi course, it i.s true that wv are haiidicappiul in 
improving sadar hosjiitals as much as we like. Not «>nly I but everyom* in 
this House, either in the Gpposition or on the Government side, wants that 
there should lie as many hospitals as possible in this provinct' as the sadar 
hospitals alone are not sufficient to meet the stiuation. But our resources 
are limited. Much of our money is spent in civil defence works and in 
works connected with w'ar and this budget has reall.v b(‘(*n prejaired by m\ 
friend Mr. Basu. Jiimited as (Jiir resources are, we could not provide for 
more hospital improveuxents than we have been able to do. There is an 
unspent balance of Rs. l,27,o()(). This is xjuite sufficdent because evmi in 
normal conditions local bodies have not been able to avail tliemselves of this 
grant. So, I think this money w'ill be sufficient for the improveiiKUit of 
hospitals. 

With regard to Dr. Sanyal’s comprehensive resolution, he has accused 
Government of maladministration. He has made charges against efficiency 
and treatment in the Medical College Hospitals and alsot against efficiency 
and teaching in the C’ampbe^Jl Medical Schooi. To strengthen his case, 
he has said that the provision that has been made this year is really very 
inadequate although in 1941-42 the amount was much larger. My friend 
perhaps did not listen to me when I move<l rny demand for the Medical 
Department. At that time I said that there has been some decrease in the 
charged expenditure on account of the drafting of I. M. S, <^cers tfi war 
serviTes but there has been an increase in the voted expenditure. If my 
friend compares the figures he will find it out. (Dr. Natjnaksha Sanyal: 
Would you kindly look into the figures at page 5 under “MedicaU’ 
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Rs. 56,35,000 in 194041:') That is the total. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sastal: 
Yes, in the total there has been a reduction.) But that is no loss to us but 
that is a gain because I. M. S. officers have been drafted for military services 
and B. M. S. officers have taken their places. So, there js a reduction in 
charged expenditure and an increase in the voted. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: Your figures are not consistent with what is printed and made 
available to us.) In 194041 the voted figure amounted to Rs. 50,94,000 
and the charged amounted to Rs. 5,41,000 and the total was Rs. 56,35*000 
while in 194243 the voted figure amounted to Rs. 51,47,000 and the charged 
amounted to Rs. 2,66,000 and the total was Rs. 54,13,(^00. So, although 
the total figure in 194243 is less than that in 194041, that does not affect 
the nation-building purposes because the excess amount represents the 
amount paid to the I. M. S. officers in 194041. (Dr. N.\linaksiia Sanyal: 
In any case, the total has gone down. That is my submisison.) You 
wanted to make out that less provision has been made. That is due to the 
accidental fact that I. M. S. officers have been drafted for military services 
and in their places B. M. S. officers have been taken. 

Mfi ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of order, Sir. You had 
ruled that these questions as a rule should be asked when the Minister has 
finished. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have stopped him. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: My friend 
ha.s raised some questioii.s with re< 4 'ar(l to niahidininistration. 1 aj)} not aware 
of them. It appears my friend Dr. Sandal seems to know more than we 
know, Jf such oases are brought to my notice I will look into them But 
I can tell my friend that the Surgeon-Generars office has now got a Deputy 
Surg(‘on-(j}eneral. So, with the appointment of the Deputy Surgeon-General, 
the work of the Surgeon-General will be less and lie will be able to give 
more time and attention to the administrative side of his work. (Dr. 
Namnaksjia Sanyal : Abolisli tlie otlice altogther. That is the fifth wheel 
to the coach.) 1 do not think you will agree if 1 do. 

With re'gard to the question of teaching, I do not think that teaching in 
the Medical College has deteriorated. During the last five or six months 
that I have been in charge of this dejmrtment, I have been very scrupulous 
and I can say that merit is always considered in cases of promotion or 
appointment to tnese services in* the Medical College — even in cases of 
appointment to honorary posts such as Honorary Surgeons this is considered. 
I do not know anything about the appointment to the post of the Professor 
of Canliology. That was done during the regime of the last Ministry. 
Whether he is sufficiently qualified or not, T will look into the matter. With 
regard to the appointment of the Rai Bahadur, that was also done long 
before. So lar as I find he is qualified. 

I can make one apology on behalf of the past Government. These 
doctors have been taken because of the dearth of experienced men who have 



1943.] DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 27 

been drafted to military services. We cannot afford to lose the services of 
competent snrgeons at this stage. 1 shall certainly bear in mind this faot. 
After all, it is a nation-bnilding department. 

With these remarks, Sir, I hope that my honourable friends will with- 
draw their moticms. 

The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukheru that the demand of 
Rs. 51,90,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Charu Chandra Roy that the demand of 

Rs. 51,90,000 fo^ expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sir Hari Sankar Paul tliat the demand of 

Rs. 51,90,000 for expenditure under the head “38— Medical” be reduced 
by Rs. 100, was then put ami lost. 

The motion of Dr. Naliuaksha Sanyal that the demand of 

Rs. 51,90,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be r(‘duced 
by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Muulvi Abu IIo.Msaiii Sarkar that the demand of 

Rs. 51,90,000 for expenditure under the head “38 — Medical” be reduced 
by Rs, 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi Jaluluddin Ahmad that 
a sum of Rs*. 51,90,000 be ^^ranted for expenditure under tlie head “38 — 
Medical”, was tlien put and agreeii to. 

39— Public Health. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Maulvi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, on 
the recommendation of Ilis Excellency the (iovenior, 1 beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 39,23,000 be granted f(»r exp(‘n<litiirc under the head ”39 — Riiblic 
Health”, 

Babu A8HUT08H MALLICK: Sir, 1 beg to move that the dfunaml of 
Rs. 39,23,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Publics Health” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about the 
failure of the Government to take stejis against the outbreak of malaria in 
epidemic form throughf)ut the pr(»vince of Bengal, specially in the district of 
Bankura and consequent d(*aths, and the failure of Government to supply 
quinine in the malaria-affected aicas at a price which the jioor W'orkers and 
peasants can pay and failure to pioduc^; sufficient ejuiniae in Bengal. 

Sir, ym ^ ’JfWTT ^ ^ formally Housei]^ 

place I 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: I beg to move Mini the 
demand of Rs. 39,23,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public 
Health” be reduced by Rs, 100. 1 move this to raise a djfcus,sion about 

utter indifference for the health of the public, dead bodies eaten by jackals, 
insanitary condition everywhere. - 
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Ur. Speaker, Sir, '^iVtOT W C^Ttt^ ^5T (Tf 

5nr? G!^ ^75^ *n^ c*rfl’ / ^ ^ 

^1 ^ ^rftc^ 

^twt^ S^ffs ^ ^ I ^ ^ *nn TO ?F3)f^ ^ prioe 

control TO^, price ?13«f C^ ^ I 

C5ft^ ^ ^ c^ ^stm *nn c^ f^f% i 

<43^:; a ^ 3^—^ i 

(TTt^lT^ (TttC^tR I •ij’^ftr^ TOT^ (TT “frt^ftPTt? ofj^ffc^ 

(.^ ? <?rfel "SRTl? TOC??, C? Wt^ ^3in' ?5|*TO‘ (Tf&l ^1 
5?7i3 =n ^ ^ I -m^tpmr, ^ ^ ^ 3 ;!^ ^ 

im c^ ^ ^rfio^ ^ 15^ mur^ 

^•'fii R5f TO 1 ^sr^ Q^tr^ 1 

(Cheers) | TO«f ^l^'l <il^ ‘Sf^^T'c^rcc^ TOC^ I 

c^ ^ c^ (7rt'>rT^ ^1 cro ^1 1 firs i;IOT 

m '^Ts^Tfoti'^ orr.*\^ g<^<j 7115^ CT r/^rc ^ — (.^•■^3 

TO ’tt'STll ?1^ ^11 TO TO?.^— 4 N fiR S»tT?f^t f^ftf 

— ^^f^*tt5T ‘lib' frr ^iiT3 C^rtC^ iro ^trew 1 Magistrate^]? 

?5iiw %.w ?^?:5Rin^^i fe? f^ TOTS 0^5 c^c^ ^ffe?i I ?ft'»ffr5T<i 3)itfVc|i? 

?f^, Mr. Palmer — ^»fT ?TO ^R<) ?t.r?, Rtf^r 

?t*^ ??rfe ^1-*C?^ ?^5T3,, fifr ^^frf ^3]^* . c'iR^I 

TO (R'3 ! CTO ^^tt? CTOt? <5?: C^^tTO ?f^3 

TO Heal ?R], C? ^ TO ^ GTOtl*^<l S??t t??] | ?rt?.is^ 

TO ^ ~<^i ^ ; '^ipi fro ?c^, (S to cron*^ j 7^ 1 

c?si'<mr'3 TO ^'3?i ?fci5^ ?i I Tor ’^, ^1 TOi froo ^i> 

C?^ TOl -51^, TOR, ^ ^rc? (?rtvri cvfc?^ l to C? kitchen cTOl 

TO?:^, ^ ROT ^w, TO) c^ TOc^, 'srmro mj 

<MtU\^ ?Sf?l tpsf^ (R3?r? W?T ?Ttf?i:r^ ^ ?TOR ?W!I TO ^ I 

t[tn ?? CTO TOT? I TOT? TO fro CTO ^1 TO (R? ?1 I ?f? 

5R1 ??, CTO?1 TO (R’3 ?1 C?R ? TO, ^TTOt^ TOf? TOr? ?] I ftTO 
TO—CTO TO C?C? ?1 I CTO Medical Officer c?TO C?^— CTOR 5tf?fTO 
*f? 03 ?^ f??R» ^f<!Jf3?l ?f?C5f X5\ ?^?T? '^RT (?¥t? ?T?n I 

'if?! ^^TOt? C?C? ?1 — ?<TO ^t?TY C*TC? ?1 I (il^ ? ff^C??^ I 

’TOfTOf fipf ?T?n bT^TO, ’i^Q ^^FTOTit? ?t^T? b=itC*Kl 

tprf? ?T.? ^(.ySpc^ I <4^ C? ?tf^? cTOP "fi *ri, C«Tt^ 

^C? TO TO! 4?ft'=r<tf?TO — "SftTO:?? 

motor -5tl|t TO ^ TOC?^ ^1 f¥s TOR? T5 cTOT? 

TOT? motor csA* C?^, TOf? TOTl ^TS ?#R OTf Sck^ I ?TO^ ^ 
TO^f'^RC^f? ?TO> *4^ C? ^?r5? TO? ft?? — c?t public health? 
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c’T 'SfJi 'sf? cpn ws; Ff? ff’n ^ cT^r, g fgr^r csrtv c? 

»j 'S^<r :?( !?9, 4? ^ ’Item srt j[® ir?? crl irrtftf' 

5W, ®<f!T tS ft? ?t;5rf?r t® >(> 5 , c^f# c^ <m>f 

I 

Or. SHARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJI: Sir. I be^ <0 uxm that tbo 
demand of lls, 39,23,000 under the head “3^d — IHihlie Health*' he reduced 
by lls. 100 . 1 move this in order to raise a discussion about — 

(1) the failure of the (rovernment in the matter of water-supply in rural 

areas ; • 

( 2 ) the inetficieiicy ot tlie sanitary inspecdors and cornij)tio/i jn'evailing- 

amon^ them ; 

(3) failure of the (iovcTninent to su])ply ipiinine to private practitioners, 

in sufficient quantities as well us to the rural hos]>italH under the 
district board and union boards: and 

(4) failure to supply Muthcieiit quantities of cliolera and typhoid vaccines 

for prevention ot (‘pidemics arisin^j out of bad food, taken by tlie 
masses in the present days (d‘ acute f(K>d problem. 

Mr. Speaker, Sii. .£1^ 

^zr :iTi 'STOT'd 

Tfpn OTT 5Rnr ^ot c^'^tOTrl^ w^ss] 

I TOTWOT Refv oi c^'d^ 

^1 tpnd ^ 1 Government «fm 'im ; "BR- 

I 

I v£j^ TpfTcf ^pred a Cholera, Typhoid, Ileri-beri 

If g dnR dRi l Medical Department ^5d*( ^bToT?:^ 

^’?nrr f%^"d mT=r*m R^fpr, R 
?5Wf% ^ -^^fu I cwm 

CGHPT (71 Sanitary Inspectors s District Health Officers ^i:5»w ^trtOT 
District Boardi)^ Government^ (TTOT R?ri 

dlRR I Health Officer 4? 3fci4 CTiR Government (TR i]=T: Sanitary InH[)e(d,orOT 
^ (OTRt Government Rtn dtOTTI tTsT^ Ito -SmRd 

(7i idri 

I 4^ ^ Bengal Police4^ 9 (71 B. P. 

c^rdi V. p. iffiRi 5Td>i ^FfiRTtesR ; 

c^pftiTT c^T^dTr^rS* ^trfOT ir^iTi i 

Sanitofy Inspectors qR j fri OT sTPntftOT ^ifr V ^ l H ^%f 

I tnRi 
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TTfsrrtT ^ 

C3tw7 5Jfffc^ I mw drift's i c®r^ 

0^ ^Itft 5Tf^ TOT, ?Sc??r Sanitary In8pector?f«f'Q 

c*f’*ni*<r) ^ii4 ■<Fi‘>ic^ff ?r i ^ 

’ttJt w^ wm cn ^ ?ir ^ 

^ ?Tf^ ^ ?i I W5T ?<« i5(^ ^i:,f 

^jfWfNr ^?n 

’rwrr ^\ 

?t^l yftw Malaria's ^J^tfSTT 

^ff^l ^t^^tnsrrsT 'S dispen- 

sarygfin:^ ‘il^FTflT Quinine 

^1 I Csr^if^ Union Boards Distrct Boards W?31 

fiTn i '4^ f% a tr^ ftf%w 

Quinine^^ ^C3 I 

Quinine (R^rc^ Government C*f^ (?T TOff ‘^Ttf^ ^f%?rtf5^ I 

(R Quinine f%3Rr ^ ^^TT 4^ (?T^"t R ^I "ff^ ^ 1 

(R Quinine 4 ^ TO :)^\ 1^. >8%^ I^Rn 4^ (?T^ Quinine 

ooc\/800\ 1^ ^5rr3 (R1^ c^ to ^ts^i ?R ^i i 4^ ^?frr3 ^trrc^ (r 

Quinine ^Tt^fR 3R ?rf^?n S C^R ^Hl I 

4 Cholera C^ ^ '3 ^f%C^ I 

^?r TO^t ^qRRT, c^m ’2 r»r 4^: I 

Cholera vaccine inoculation ?R1 inr | ft^o^ 

^^fr*T Cholera ^C^S Sanitary Inspector^Ti R^otC^ ! 

Municipality 4 ^* District Board i]^ Chairman^?! ^C?J^ ^rfes 

TO5^ 4^vn ft^fR i 

TO TOR TO Beri-l^eri^ CTO <Tf^ 

TOTC^I TOR^f% (Rf'>n trtTOI^t’S TOT 

CTOW’I TOIfl TOR I TOtC^ 4^* 4^^ oontrol4^ C?tTO- 

^'ifirTO ^55? ^'TffR (R fRtC^, Laboratoryc^ 

5t?n TOPR'Rt ^froi tpirf^ l gR tfCTOf ^^TO Hydrocyanic acid4?f 

’ft'3?n fRtC^ I ftf%SRR1 TO=T (RfTOf^^I 4TOir TO't I 

4 ^T (RR 'toti To r^i f^rTOiftcR cro »rff% c^rsin 

ip?rf^ I ^ fR ?PWf^^«r51 'Q R^TOTO^ ? #?r W^ps 

FtS^r, RTO Rpr '3 Rtrk Rfrl TOI, ft^ ftf»p5 fesT, 4^: 

TOW TO^I'TO BRT firf^ps ^ ^TOTO^t CTOT R^l ^ <«nlTO$ ^ 4R<1 
fR RtTOR ikmm rIrr Rftro ? Rtft to Rf^^ ^ crr 

RR R1 i ^P5 ^ R«.’R^4^ ’ffiw ^ RfiRC^ ; Govern- 

ment RR^’^, Rjfrr TOtCfil RPTT CRH TO, (RR Spr^T 
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I c*=n?»r< <4^ 5?t5R-^^c«rir 

<*l^Q Government TOT 

Mr. SPEAKER; Your time is up. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERill : f% 

’jfro; #tTO ^^1 y ^ pfy); 

(Tf%rfe 5*T5pi' wtr^^' 5^< 

ii^r* c?F5- fiT^ ?r.^-5T c^>.^ 5Tf^?n 
i]'<: -ifg^fr.*-^ §j^i^t7:iTr?r 

^rfroi I ^n ■37t^f?r ^ 

C4^ — “When Rome was l)urning Nevo was playing with his flute’'. 

Mr^ ADWAITA KUMAR MAJi! Sir. I heg (o move that Ihe detuaixi 
td' Rs. d{),‘2:{,0()0 under the head “‘Id -l‘ul)!i« Ilealth’’ lx* i-edueed 1)> Ks. llH), 
This is (o raise a discussion al)ou( inadeijuale suppl\ ot (|uinine hy lhi‘ 
(jo\ernmen< . 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^trf'i' J]^: C<1C4^’ 01 ^»fT FtPffrc^ 

O!^ ^ri ^zr, CJovernmcnt 

^1 I Oit food store TO< ST^ 

I Quinine Oft -^rr^'lW OfN'lf^'ifZ^ fTOl ftf-ls^^TOT 

^ITTJC^ I -Z\t isfrirti' Of Of quinine ^3rnTt?|^ 

^PfYl 31 ZrMy, ^Ts 3t^ (h)veriijnent department Of 

quinine fwtTT t|TTT^ malaria^f^ OfPK^ 31^ rc^ C^[‘t I 

■Yt^^'l *HO Government rejiort cdGP (y'AOZ '^CZT^ 

*fl Ofr^ '4 grain •^OTi quinine ^ r.<T*fl 3t^) 'df^f^, T4^ 

^^fii‘’ron:< »nppiy i iki. ateS^ z\t \ ,^\t 

quinine ^ sir fTO'id ''WZ ^T1 I 

quinine ^TT^YI rCTO ? store 

quinine (yrf Civil Surgeon ii=? permit f^Cff I Jailor ii<f permit^iJiT 

3fiCdC^* >0 >G ^Of^ 7ft '4^t?:3 5ir I 

TOT'^mr nt WZJ Of ftf trouble r^, f% '^<5 m3 ^ 

31 3tGT quinine #11 mt3 's(ti:5^ I 

C?t^, (Oft Tnr ^^roi nfon^t quinincf supply ^ I 

f% District Board C4i:^ fiRl ^T?:?r quinine ^THTI f&«T, 

31 ?^-nC4 ^ lOT PfiGTC^, — quinine vft3^) ^1 I Malaria 
TOlCf vfiTO ^ ^fifl ^.5^ I Quinine <4^ ^ ^T 

C^ Government c«fGF 4^ ^1 Orii:31 31^?:^ C^TTC^f C^5 

^tfifC3H 31^ T^T (Of Government 7ffk ^t C^ 

(Tfc^i c^ Tmi m, orfotn (ort^ 

3 
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W^J ^ ^ ^ir? Government quinine 

’spfTTmr (Tfrfir ^ arc^^ ai 

'oi<'?i, (TT T*^T f% (TT 

^f|l C^W^J ^ OR (T^jy^ 

malaria <71^ 5r<R quinine ®RT ^'^<1 ?r]T?l 

1 quinine (TTotT^ ^RTl (7T^ quinine- 

<4^ permit (7r^< ^i7 (?f Wtft '^TtC^ C'^IC^ quinine 

(7, C^^ 4 rar^ ( 7 T ^ 

w^ •r?t*R cs^=iH I 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr Speaker. Sir; 1 l>e^- to move that the 
demand of Rs. d 9 , 2 o ,000 for expenditure under the bead “dtl — Public 
Health” be reduced by Ps. 100 . I do so wiili a view to raisin (>: a discussion 
about the negli^^euce of the (Tovernnient to oj)en maternity homes and to 
support the existinj.;- maternity homes and liospitals. 

(?f^\ f^'Vl I WPToT^? 

^tf% I ^'1 ^ ^ TV] G]V'\ ih^ 

^R^TTC^ 'ij^ C^d'f fW' h‘l I ^ 

Maternity Home Rir.T]- C"<fR e I 

T^^TR '>n 5 "l"r*lC‘'&a Scheme — ^fw (Tt-r Ri‘ rt^ ^1 RCT 

R'l Maternity Home 

C'?rR*T'f< recurring expense I ^'fe 

^1 c^rc^ ^i ^T'l'f^ ^'tc^ 

TCM Cl ClPn\ ^2. ^ 

Tl^V] OK^ Rp recurring expense ’^^■'3 rj]^ — i^<i '.toct'(:R‘’i^T 

Health Visit.or^'-I :rt^c*f ^ sl 3 f I d 

(R^ I irfSTR 1^ 

(?r' 37 n «i)^: ^r.T recurring expenseij'^ (TTSTTl I 

C'H '<ti Schemejqi' T 3 ^TRTR ( 7 T Charitable 

Disj>enaaryCi- ft^TS ^*1 Midwife 

Midwife;] R 5 f O'C^ TtCT^MCf 

Rrftc^r f^( I Dr. Mukherji 'Q Sirs. Mitra:^ ^ 

Rtf% '^‘'t''CsC‘'i^^' strongly recommend ^irfR^R ; ^ 

Ri 5 ‘t?^I vSH Secretary ti]^ recommend Financei] <tlfcT% 7 R ; 

tV^ Finance I <n 5 ' 4 H ^#t PfC^'R 

^ ^rf^fe c=ku «ffr^ 

'^ItCF ; TO TOT^ C^*t Maternity Home (TfRn 511 C^^Mater- 

nity Home '^ftW ^ (?R, Municipal area ?i Calcutta Corporation ^sf^i 
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(?f^, isitm ^tfkii ^mi 

^RR I ^9r (?fl*f ’tRIrfe I ^ ^iTt^T 5TR 

C-^tC^ I (?f^^ CTO 

delivery*^ C^^ TO, fV (7[ fejll TOC^ 

f<(.'*f?of(:< C^f Mcteniity Home^^ TOC^ t 

Meternity Home ^jft TOPt^ TO 

Rt^IRI ■^*^’*? *1^ scheme ^IC\i> CoTl^^RTR '^sit?!' 15H 

^1 Mck'rnity Homo<il^ ^ I 

Mauivi ABU H08SAIN 8ARKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 wish to cite 
only a few iusUiiices this afternoon to show tlu‘ utter cttllousness of the present 
Ministry towards the suHerii)^*^s of the people. Jt is now a ktiowm fact that 
hy tlie lUJildie ot June last eliolera in an epidemic form broke out in the 
district ol Uan^pur. Jtv tiie l>e^inninji: of July I ^ot a leh‘plionie messa^m 
from Saidpur to that elleet and 1 saw the bead <d’ the Department of Huhlie 
ilealth ior the supply ot adetpiate quantity ot cholera vaeeiue for my dislriet 
and I huriieil to the alfeeted aiea There I found to my utter s\irprise that 
in spite ol lon^' proiiiist\s ot the department not even a sin^de dio]> of vae<vine 
\\as to ht‘ found in the medical store of the district hoard, 1 ma<l(‘ frantic 
ettoils and wro(** letters to the ('hief Minister, to the Hon'hle Minister in 
ehai;ie oi Puhlie ll<*allh and the liou’hh* Mr. Suhrawardy. 'J'he dafi‘ of 
liiat letter was JTth July last and I i^ot a reply to that hdtei' tioin the 
IIon'i)l(‘ Sir Xazimuchlin a moiilii later statin^^ that my letter had been 
j(o wauled to the depaitment concerned for immediate action. Ah to my 
(iiiiei tv\o lettt'is addicssed to the llon’lile Minister in charj^e ol Public 
ll(‘alth and the llon'lde Mr Suhrawardy they still remain to la* answeri'd. 
Ai^ain, by the end oi that month the Chief Whip of the Government party 
went over to Ranf^qiur, not so inuefi to see the condition of the peoph* there 
but to procure the signature of district board inemberH to unseal the sitting 
(diairman of the district board. I appealed to him that he should come 
over to {'aleutta at once and use his Influence to Hcnd nnelical relief to 
Rangpur for wlnx^ver may be th<' Chairman of th<‘ district board, the main 
duty of th(‘ Chairman was to remove the HufleringH of flic people. The Chief 
AVhip kindly inadi* r>romi‘^es that within a week he would do something, but 
unfortunately the wlnde arrangement fell through and I had to come hack 
to Calculta and .see the liead of the Public Health Department again and 
heard that hi* had asked for an explanation lor the absence of^’holiTa vaccine 
in the medical store of the district board. I repj^ied that mere, asking for 
explanations wanild not »lo and that beeause no medicine w^s then to be 
found in the medical store of the district board people were dying like cats 
and dops. Then again, to my utter surpruje when I went back to Saidpur 
I saw tile officer in charge of the rnblic Healtk^cpartmeot sitting idle 
there for want of medicine while I found that a Q||fe quantity^of cholera 
vaccine to be sent to the Secretary of the Iwal Muslim League. Though 
the latter gentleman was a mcidical man, he had no equipment with which 
to carry on inoculations : on the other hand the trained Public Health 
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Department men were sittiiif? idle It was indeed a struiiffe matter that 
medicine was sent to the Secretary of the Muslim Ijeap-ue of Saidpiir 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : AVas lie a lueilical many 

M&ulvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKARS Thou*;!! lu* was u medical practi- 
tioner he liad no proper truiniiif? and he had no e(|nipmeiit with whicli he 
could carry on inoculations. 

I sent the Sanitary Inspector there and at his re(|m‘.s1 tliat f'entleman 
handed over part of tlie medicine to my department and I dirt'ctt'd the depart- 
ment concerned to utilise the medicine for tin* sntterinVt piihlic. 'hliat was 
the state of affairs. 

Sir, another startlinj,^ tiling that came to my notice was tli.it in a particular 
union board presided over by a Muslim Leaj'ue President who happens also 
to be a (government officer, the Pn‘sident did not allow Hindu Sanitary 
Inspectors to enter Muslim villages. I got this intorniation and with utimist 
ehort I could procure only one Mu.slim l^iblic Health Oilicei with whom 1 
entered the village and iound that live Muslim <l(*ad bodies were lying tlieic 
and these jioor jieople has died uuatiemled and without being ti(‘ated lor this 
fell disease. I appealed to the sufftuers tliemselves and they readily took 
medicine from Hindu doctors ami I am gl.id to say that only one casualtv 
took plac(‘ and im>re than half a flozen ]>eople iccovered lifun cholera. 1 
appeal to the organisers of the Muslim J^eague to takf* away this mentality 
from their followers so that at a time when people are dying they may place 
the consideration of saving the jieople over that ol tin* })arty. 

Sir, w’ith these remarks 1 (onclude my spetM'h this atti'inoon. 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, the lust speaker Mr. Abu Hossain Saikai, a ('liairman of 
the District Hoard, has brought forward the allegation that then' has betui 
discriminatory treatment betw'ceu Muslim lieaguel^ and non-Muslim 

J/t‘aguers. 1 am not aware of it. I am anxious In set' that this l)(‘j>artm(‘nt 
of Medical and Public Health alfects n<»t only the Muslim Leaguers but also 
the non-Muslim Leaguers, it alfects the Hindus and Mu'^lims alike. In this 
there should be no distinction. 1 do not know' if this allegation is well- 
founded or not, but I have been just tidtl that Mr Ahu Hossain Sarkar has 
thanked the (ffiief Whip of the (i<ivernineut of Heiigul for liis efforts iii 
giving all assistance that was possible under tlie (‘ircumstances when ej>idemic 
hndve out in his district, lit has sent his letter of thanks to the Chief AVliip 

Mr. Fuzlur Kahman who afterwards saw the area and made anangements 

for sending vuccines to t*liose places. < 

Sir, in the matter of public health, as my friend knows, we have made 
provision. We have got our public health .schemes. There are schemes for 
rural water-supply, malaria, leprosy, tuberculosis, maternity and cliild wel- 
fare and ^ygiene. These are the seven heads under which expenditure is 
made. I am quite alive to the question of public health. It is not jidequate 
even in Calcutta, not to speak of mufassal areas. It can be said that nothing 
has been done for the lavst 25 years towards the matter of f/^??-training in rural 
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areas. People are still left with the indij^eiioiis system of <Inis in the rural 
areas. Rut Government is alive to the question. It is tryiiif^- its best ami 
the seheme wliieli has been mentioned by my fiiend on this side seems to 
he sound and that js uoikinj^. This is a s\stem of oft'eriiij^' eontrihution of 
a moiety of the capital t'\i)endif iin* subject to a maximum of Hs. d.OOO for 
a clinic and Rs. 4,t)tl0 if a maternity uard is attached to the clinic and the 
pay of the Health Visitor at Rs. 75 to Rs. 1:25 p(‘r mensem. The balanci' 
of tin* (‘apital and r('cn» i in;., c.\pcnditnrc is to be found from local sourct‘s. 
As many as -11 centi'cs aic woiKin;^ at present and c(‘rtain othei* sclnMues art' 
under the '*\a m iiia t if mi ol the La(l\ Su|>ei inlemlent foi Maternity and rhild 
IVtdfare Work. Any piop'ct which ma\ fulfil the terms is admittt'tl into 
the scheme Tlie bu<l;jei pro\ isirui stands at Rs. oftAHM) foi the purpost*. 
W hen dl ct'iilies ha\e hi eii ojientMl. it is e\p(‘cfed that lliis sclieme will woik 
wt'll The condition .iftaehed to the Nchenie, vi/ , a conti ibiil ion of Rs l.tlOO. 
need not .liaiin lii\ liieiids on the othel sjde. 

.\s regards qiiiiiiiM*, I li.i\e aliiMtly spoken about it in conm‘ction with 
“Medical and 1 do not like lo icpeat il W*e all kmnv that Ja\a is now an 
eneiiiy-oceupii'd ••onntn At aiiv latc, we liaM' rais(‘d th<‘ normal annual 
iiiaiit of Its 5 lakhs to Its, lakhs n, this binli^’et and wt* fliteiid to raise it 
np to Rs. tt lakhs. W’c alt' doiim oni utmost. W5‘ havt* arranged for 
cinthona cult i^ .i I itni heiii;: extended on an extcnsivt' scab' So, ui' arc 
dome as best as w e can . 

In coiim‘(ti(Mi with his motitni, .Mi .Naiemita Nath J)us Gnpta has said 
abtMit de.id bodit's beme eaten l»\ jaek.ils. No sucji complaint has \et reaclu'd 
me. It any sik fi ((iiMplaint i onies | will certainly lo<d\ inb> tin* matter' and 
see what stt'jis can be taken In the mnfas'^al dead bodies are not taken proper 
car’(‘ of b\ some (haritable oi eanisat ions. At an\ rate we want to extiuid 
medical lo'lp in inral ai'i'as. These aic all tin* points whieh have been 
raised hy m_\ tiierids on the other side. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Did we hear the Hon’ble Minister to 
say that lie has not come to know' tliat dead bodies ar(* bein;j|' eaten by jackals 1'^ 
Will) will ajiply to him — whether the dead body or the jackal?' This has 
not come to Inks notice becau.se no application has b«*en r<*ceived either from 
the dead bod> or fr'orn the jackal! 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Mauivi JALALUDDIN AHMAD: 

Air, Speaker, Dr. Sanyal in onr lepislatnre rloes not let ^riiHs to ^row under 
Ins feet. He keeps every information where information ini not iiossihle to 
he obtained by ordinar\ peopb*. ^ I think it is not too much to «*xpe<'t from 
him that whenever any dead bodies are Ix'in^ uneared for in this way, he will 
just ^^nve information 1») this department. 

The motion ot Mi. ( haru Chandra Roy that the riemand of Rs. d9,23,(KK) 
for expenditure under the head “'19— Public Health” he reduced by Rs. ItX) 
^as then pul and hrst. ^ 

The*motioii of Air. Adwaita Kumar Afaji that the demand of 
Rs. 39,23,0(KJ for expenditure under the head ”39 — Public Health” be 
redu(‘ed by Rs. 190 was then put and lost. 
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The motion of Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji that the demand of 
3. d9,2a,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be 
duced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sj. Narendra Nath Das Gupta that the demand of 
3. 39,23,000 for expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be 
duced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Habu Ashutosh Mallick that the demand of Rs, 39,23,000 
r expenditure under the head “39 — Public Health” be reduced by Rs. 100 
as then put and lost. ^ 

The motion of the Hon’ble Kban Bahadur Maulvi Jalaluddin Ahmad that 
sum of Rs. 39,23,000 be [^^ranied for expenditure under the head “39 — 
ublic Health” was then put and ufrreed to. 

7— Land Revenue. 

The Hon’bte Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sii, on the recommcnda- 
on of Ills KxceHency the Governor 1 be<» to move that a sum of 
H. 30,27,000 be granted for expenditure under tlie liead “7 — Land 
even lie”. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Sii, I beg to move that the 
amuml of Us. 30,27,000 for expenditure under the h(*ad ”7 — Ijaiid Revenue 
Li reduced by Rs. 100. 

I move this in order to raise a discussion about — 

(?) the inud<*(juacy of the agricultural loan in areas where agri('ultural 
loans are urgently neculed, and 

(//) the attempt of the Governimuit to realise thi' agricultural loans in 
areas where famine eondilions pievail. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 know the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Revenue 
ill say that a lump provision of 3 crores 80 lakhs has been provided for 
dviinee to cultivators us against Rs. 93,47,673 spent in the year 1942-43, 
lit the situation, Sir, is eritical. I live in a hotel where all the domestic 
u vants eome from the district of Midnuiiore. 1 enquired of their (conditions 
nd 1 am Hurj>rised to find that th(\v all complained that their wives, their 
lothers, their children and their sisters are dying and are destined to die. 
V^hen I find the melancholy faces of iny domestic servants, it really pains 
lie. In the district of Midnapore there have been two natural calamities, 
^irst of all ciojis and everything were destroyed by the tidal bores last year, 
nd this year also everything has been destroyed in that particular area by 
lood. Now, file situation is this that if we are to save these cultivators, 
iibstantial sums mpst be advanced to them and not an inadequate amount 
8 is generally done, namely, a sum of Rs. 5 or Rs. 10. This will not do. 
n making advances to the cultivators of this type it must be borne in mind 
peoially t^at the prices of seeds and cattle have increased 4 to 5 hundred 
imea. These prices have increased on account of the indiscriminate 
laughter of cattle and on account of their deaths due to diseases prevailing 
bore. As the prices of both the seeds and cattle have increased 400 to 500 
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tlXlX6Sy it 18 llBCCSSftiy tllilt U SubstSLUilul UlllOUUt llLUsi bp ttdvftUC6(l to tbp 
cultivators. As a matter of fact, from this advance they will be in a position 
to grow crops. It sliould also be borne in mind that throughout tiie whole 
province of Bengal this advance shall have to be made tliis year. Therefore, 
I submit that though a larger amount has been provided for in the Budget 
in the shape of Ks. crores and 80 lakhs for advance to the cultivators, still, 
having regard to the necessities of the time, this amount is also inadequate. 

Then with respect to agricultural loans I beg to submit that no attempt 
should be made l)y^t})e (Tovernment to rc'alise the loans this year. The con- 
dition is peculiar, the <*ircum.stances are critical. • (loveriiment hctjie that a 
sum of Bs. 1 croF'e and 20 lakhs, as it appears in the Budget itsidf, will be 
realised in the year BMd. 1 again submit that no attempt should be made 
to realise any loan this y^aii. If any allmupt is madt‘ to nnilist* this loan, 

really it will cause extreme liardshij) on them, because alriaidy, as 1 Imve 

said, the conditions of the agriculturists arc critical. Lastly, I beg* to 
repeat that no attmnjd should be made by (jovernment to rcalisi* tin* agricul- 
tural loans ill tin's pcrnliarly critical uair. 

With these words, 1 beg to move my motion that Hiaiids in my name 

and I bojie this will coinnicnd itstdf to the acc(‘pianc(‘ of the llou.s(‘. 

Mr. ASIMUDDIN AHMED: Sir, I beg to mov(‘ tliat the demand of 
Us. do, 27, 000 tor cxpimditiiK* umb'r th(‘ head “7 — Land i{cv(*nu('” be 
reduced by Bs. 100. 

r move this in order to iais(‘ a discussion about — 

(1) Abolition ot Permanent Sidtlmimit in Bmigal and grant the peasant 

proprietary system throughout th(» \vl)(»l(‘ id' the province, etc. 

(2) Aggravated incomc-t.ix on agricultural imoim* above a c(rfain 

maximum, rcjilanug tin* present rent and revenne. 

(d) 111 lieu ot immctary (ompensation as iccommioKb'd liy tin* Land 
Beveiiue t 'onim issiori or <*\cn (b-bcntuics may be gnarantiaal to 
the cxpi'oj)! iated landlords in a nation building and national 
industrial planning si hemes to be* taken U]) by the (lovernment 
immediately. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, Permanent Settlement abolition ’TTTS 

I Permanent Settlemimt abolition TOli 

Land Revenue Commission (’oramission Permanent Settlement 

recommend I ^ d‘s^? 'stITS 5X^1 

iJ fff I ili a 

— Permanent Settlement ^ 

I Governments^ ^1 V\0 CTfS 

i Trf? At Permanent Settlement fi^, 

5Tto 51^ — ’^Pr 

OT 4? Permanent Settlement \ "OT a , 
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4?? revenue, 1^'® 4^«ll ^ 

^ I ^1 TT^ c«r?:i; ^mr ^ ^fwi c*fi:? — 

(TTofr.^ ^ff'S^rf^ I 4^* 4^ HouBe4 4^ Bill — resolution 

fV O^tm 4^ Bill ^ C5h 4^: 

T5 "2^*11 WT ^.5^, 4T& f%f c^ wi ^ 

7??r fV^ 4^* Bill I ^ Ministry, ^ '^[^‘•1"- 

rent reduction ^ ^ I ^^PITI 

5fTO:5?^i CTM -lirsf^ }^\\<( 4 r<rf^ 1 

fkif^ ^"5 ^51*1^ ^5n:?R — c^\ inr?^ , Tti'] greedy, C^f^ ; 

^ T-^fr S 5t^. f%f^ 5tnT G: ^''fl (.-^7^ -S^tT^ ^1 I 'I'^^T 

''tt??T''^ — OjJti^-^fl? landlord ( ^rF-^ f%fh ^ 1 ^STt?:^ I 

r 5f*f Tfl^ ^vpf;ctfn ?p:* 1' f^ ^f-i‘.7t<'f ^1 ^fR< ^\r^, 4^‘^fl *0 | 

C^T --fMfi;m’Tl result ^fi^ ^ ttRI — C^ ’ 

r(‘cord s]t G'^\ tiRt ^K'f ^Rl G^ I Sffei; 

Cn I ‘•^rRfr^ tRi il^ r^r SOIOO\ ?I^Rl W.T'] 

— ^Rtf'T ■'f^ ^^?:!r‘. ('ontract.or.Ci*'^- ^?:!i; <^0\ Rt^Rl f^^t 

^1 77:5!^; . ‘^On i^Rri i>R^< Pnft ^c'l' "^Ri, “5trr.?T 4^^ c^R ■f^r^''t^f 

C=TRn -flJT^T GI 4^ m I :JH ^1^11 ^.^j’ 

TtCvJ? W.p; I ^<17:!? C^r T 7[‘»rrRi ( 3RM^ ^‘^ri — 

^f-f 4^ GR*M ^^•’‘h, ^/4Tz, •^‘T. ^utTRif^ C^fRR^ ^f^RT 

511. “iRrC^ ^fbZ^ '4^^t' 4^ ^j'^Ilf'-ft S Permanent Settlement 

^fk?! CR^R t:[^t^i?i 4^: c^i^i SftD 1 gt^i 

iP'-t f^G17:!>-7. Z'G 4^ r.Rft ^7:5^ 4^1 fev)' f% Sc'PR, f^ 

^iRj' ^] I ^f<(i fkl>5^i ^1 — ^r^l 

I €R'1 4^1 compensation bG ; 4^ 

?r^ (!ora]H*nHation f^n b\^ ^1 I 4^ ^•\J monetary 

conijumsation 4^1 national lirm C^S?t ?rt^ ^^tr Directors or 

l)artner8 f^R^ 4^1^ oRT ^1Z ^'<1 ^RT — 4^ ^*s*t ^ I 

^Rl^f Z\^\'b (ytG C4G 41KZ I ^R^ S’fW 

5T.^ I ^‘•t i^«C^5T ^Rn Gf^^ z\^ i 

^ ^5R4 ^ f^l ^JTRTRR^ ^^'OT" IjT^f — 

fk^T GHSR^ Ipr*^ 4^^ 4^^1 scheme 4|s? 4[fbt.^ 

4^1 I ^ff^l sj)e('dy realisation 'f\tCZ 511. '^R5‘^"GR^'^4 

4R?1 4111 I Ffir*n^ 4^#j<l(7I^ ^r4?1 I Sir 

Nazim uddiir 44^^, ®i^t4 '^/4I:5F — 4^Rv5 ^tR?R ^ G^ estate 

^ 475 «Rf 7 ,i ^ ^ revenue f%Pi ^R4^ I Revenue Minister's 

4WJ1 ; feft'Q C4n 4^ <»ff4CI^ C*R*|4 4^ ^RTTf? f%f4 
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^ sffOTi frco ii^' i stfs-^i fwrs =n i 

^Wv ?'Hr3 si-tt Sfe’r (y's^ti 

&f5^ I 

Mr. DHIREnBrA NATH DATTA ! 1 riM* on ;i point t)t poihonnl 
explanation in referinu-e to the speech made hy \fi. Asinimhlin Ahnied. 

Air. Asimuddin Ahmed lias said that I ha\e .st.ited that cnli i\ alot an' 
^•n‘edy. I liave never said tliat en]ti\atoi> an* ^^H'eily. On the contrary I 
have said that tew licli eiiltivators whosi* nmnher is veiy .small ha\e .shown 
^»‘reed at tin* expensi* ot tin* lai^er and jiooiei sretioii oi the ]»eople. 

it lias also been said that I am a landlord Sn I am not a laiidlonl. 1 am 
a lahonrei. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sn. I heo to .nhmii 

with I'efeietiee to the motion (d Mi. l)alt.( (hal hesoh-s llu' laij^r amount ol 
a^rnenlt nral loans nj .niti'd to tin* Midnapoit* distncl last yt'ar, in tin- < nri'eiit 
tinaneial \eai’ alri'ady IN. (Id. !.?.').( It 10 ha\e been planted in the Midnapoi'o 
district alone in tin* shape oi a^iieultnral loans. It fnitln'i loans aie ncet' s.iM 
and if it is hroiie:ht to tin' noti<’(‘ oi (iovernment that tnrther aj^iicult ui a I 
loatis are neec'ssary the\ will s(*e their w’a\ to ^lantinji the additional loans 
With retereiice to tin* motion oi Mi .\stmnddin Ahnn'd ma\ I spimk in 
Ih'ii^mli 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ves, li you like 

The Hon’bie Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Mi Asimuddin 

ii^ 4W1 

I House f] 'd«j '‘dPt'd 

dfM, ij dPf'^td 

I I ^Pi ^rc-f '5;^ 'ij'-tfl ■'T'PfC?! W I 

'dd.'T. cdfri ftfd PftT'M w fn'TFTi 

Land Revenue Commission £)=t* 

Cd Prc*N^ri? I Cd 

<7rj?i TfTpr?t w^] ijd* 

rjj ^pjtrh'T tT*-^ Prr^l'ddl^^ ^dT- 

I cd&i (.'^n =Tt?«'Pi "^C'l — * 

*' 9 

TO I ^ Prr-rn^^ 

W.^ TOYl I 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : On a point of information, Sir. 

Ifr. SPEAKER : The Hon’ble Minister is H|)eaking ; let him fieish. 

The Hen’Mi Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Agricultural Income-tax 

Bill ni Housei] TOC5 
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>4^^ cn n?!:* 'a ^i«i? «Rr >4^1 WiR'* 

5->.?rC5 >4^' <4? Bill (?r<ttt5t TOU:? 4?; C»r^ ^514 - recommendation 4^ 

Bill 4? Hou8e4 TO I '*rfft ^Mi feo?r jpno '5tl‘r? tr^9f% 

1 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY : On a point of information, Sir. 
sessional Revenue Minister policy state OJ 

t[^! c^'^i “flj 

I i¥% I 

?fvfi throughcs OJ (7f^ policy change 

^1 ? 

Th« Hon»bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA : I 

cn ^ Pi-lr?irw^ 

^ ^1% I 

Mr. ABU H088AIN SkRKiKR: xs] ^ I 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; m ^ 

C^ I 

Mr. 8PEAKER; You may sinijily say in rcjily iliat you an* not going 
to make any Hiaiemeiit. 

The Hon»ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; I shall accept >our 
suggestion. I am not going to make a statennmt at this stage. 

Tile motion of Mr. Asimuddin Ahmed that the demand of Ks. 30,27,000 
for expenditure under tlie head “7— liund Keveniie” he reduced hy Us. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

Tlie motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that tlie demand of 
Us. 30,27,000 for expenditure under the head “7 — Laml Uevenue be 
redueed hy Us. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the llon’hle Mr. Tarak Nath Mukherjea that a sum of 
Rs. 30,27,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “7— liand Uevenue” 
was then put and areed to. 

54— Famine. 

The Hon’ble. Mr. TARAK HATH MUKERJEA: Sir, on the 
. reconinuMulatioii of His E.\celloncy the Goveinor I heg to moTe that a sum 
of Us. 3,f)2,0(),0(J0 he granted for e.xpenditure under the head “f)4 Famine . 

Rai HARENDRA HATH CHAUDHURI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to 
move that the demand of Us. 3,.52.00,000 for expenditure under the head 
‘■54-Famine” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of my motion is to raise 
a disciissioi/uhout the failure of the Government to declare famifle in 
Bengal and organise relief in accordance with the provisions of the 
Famine Code. 
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Sir, in indifferent health and with sore leg: it is not possible for me to 
speak at any length on any subject standing for a fairly long time; yet 
I would protest against the meagre allotment of time to this subject. 

Sir, this subject is the all-important subject of the season and the 
most-important subject affecting this province, yet only tliroc quarters of an 
hour have been allotted to this matter and for discussion of the motions 
that have been tabled on this subject. That shows that very little 
importance is attached by the Government to the discussion of iiw subject 
and one may presume that it is not the intention of the Government to 
have a fair discussion but to gag it. 


Sir, in presenting the estimates or rather the Revised Kstimates for 
1943-44 the Iloirble the Finance Minister has observed: “In Bengal 
today there is only one probhnn that mattt*rs — tin* food problem. Kvery 
one who has se(‘n tlie })light to which Bengal finds In'rselt t«)day will agiee 
that this is not the time for lialf-measures and no matU'r what the cost 
(lovernment must allord leln*! to thost* untort unat(*s for wliom lailuri* to 
afford relief may mean death b\ starvation.” lien* there* is, Sir, a (*lear 
suppression of truth. Fiiilun* to afford r(‘liei. Sir, do(*s not m<*an tlie 
IKissibility of starvation now: actually widespread starvation has long 
begun on account ot tailure \o ])rovi(h* rt'lief. Alrt*ady, Sir. ib'iiths by 
hundreds and thousands have tak(*n ])la(‘c* tor iailuic to .nlminister H‘liet 
in time. Now, Sn, wlyit is the lull meiisun* pioxision that thi* tiovern- 
inent has made tor the a<lminist rat ion <d leliel?^ I lie iMnanci* Ministci s 
slateiiH'iit says: “JiOst year s (‘ycloin* and this year s floods ha\i* a shiiie 
in the resjionsibilil v for the pr(*seiit ('ondition ol tin* 1 io\inc(*, hut the 
main (;ause oi today s wnh'spread dlstres^ is tin* iantasi nally liigh ])in'e 
of lice. The estimated cost of relief op<*ra1ions iioyy stands at 3 crores o'.i 
lakhs ot which a crore and !><} laklis is on account ol gratuitous irlief and 
the balance for lest works.’ 


Sir, the Government maintains that merely a provision of 3 crores 
will enable them to tide over the catastrophe that has overtaken the 
province. I do not tliink that the Government has a clear apjireciation 
either of the catastrophe through which the province is yiassing or ol its 
dntie.s to face the situation that ha.s developed; otherwise, Sir, it would 
not have rest content(*d wdth such meagre and paper jirnvision for meeting 
the famine situation of a province ot mon; than Hi^ crores of jieojde. J he 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Siihrawardy in his speech the other day (diserved that 
2,200 kitchens have been opened all over Bengal and Irom each kitchen 
about 500 people are getting^their meals every day. What (loes it mean? 
It means that only 11 lakhs^of people are g(dng to get •relief from the 
arrangements made by the Government. You will remember that in July 
session we moved a motion that famine should be immediately ileclared in 
the Province and Government should undertake the responsibility of 
organising wide.spread relief. Sir, that resolution of the Opposition was 
turrifed down, not only tlie resolution was turned down but no action was 
taken even after the Government was remimled of its duty. It was only 
on the 18th August last that the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy as 
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Minister of Civil Supplies got a memorandum to be circulated on the 
subject of relief of distress: yes, it is dated the ISth of August, 194d. 

(At this stage the honourable member reached the time-limit.) 

Sir, this is a very important subject and I may have another ten 
minutes. 

Mft SPEAKER: So mucli time? 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: I shall tr> to cut down m> 

spotMili if you ^o desire. • 

MTi SPEAKER: All right. In that case othtu- niein})ers will oii]> 
move tlK'ir motions formally. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Thank you. Sir It 
so late iis on the 18th of August that the (lovernment moved in the mattei 
of relief of distress and toi' the tirst time they in that circular dinaded that 
advantage should lie taken <d‘ the \dllage Food Committee's to jirepan' 
Relief Rriority Cists and set up kitchen^ and distribute gruel through thes<> 
kitchens to persons on the prioiity lists. It was fo? the first time tliat an 
iiistriKdion was oiv(‘ii jo op(*n kitcdieiis -j>rjoiit\ kitchens — in the mufassal 
oiytlii' IStli August. On the ‘JOth August, Sir, another circulai- was issinnl 
by th(‘ Relief Oiganisation Oificer of the (iovernmiuit of Reiigal to all tin' 
District Olticers. In that ciicular \ou will find that no mention has been 
made either (d relief kit(diens ov of poor houses (»r of orjihanagi's — in otin*! 
words (d’ the institutions w hudi have g(»t to be started under the Famiiu' 
(\i<le. On tin* contraiw U)U will find that enough cautions have been given 
not to administer relief on a large scale. ] reter to page 2 (d' the Circulai 
fd' the doth August, there is this sentence: “In these circumstances it 
will be us(dt*ss to put U]> fantastic s(diemes of relief grants in large 
(|uantities of fiMidgrains for sale at cheap rates. Relief and help must be 
restricted to the absidutely minimum number of persons and families and 
the estimates of reiiuirements drawn uj) accordingly”. Sir, the circular 
again ends witli another caution; “Collectors and Subdivisional Officers 
should take jx'r.sonal interest in the matter of organisation of relief in all 
its aspects. Collector’s personal responsibilit\ for the jiropei’ adminis- 
tration of relief will remain. He must lie fully posted about the develoj)- 
inents and will have to look ahead so that the districts may not be caught 
unprepared.” Sir^ all the districts were caught w’ithin the meshes of 
famine long before that. Yet. at tlie same time there was the advice that 
“he must see thaV relief expenditure is to be £ept to the essential miniinum 
bcause in this year of widespread distre.ss (jovernment resources will be 
taxed to the utmost capacity to meet the needs of such minimum relief.” 
And, Sir, in the face of these statements in the circular, dated the 28lli 
August, the Hon’ble the Finance Minister comes forwanl to delude the 
representatives of the people in this House by saying that half-ineafeiires 
are not being adojited, and ‘‘no matter what the cost, Government must 
afford relief, for otherwise that may mean death by starvation.” And 
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when was the Finance Minister dehiding the penple by suj^^pfesting that 
Government was bent upon adoptiiif? full ineusures'' When, Sir, more than 
l,(K)0 deaths had taken place in (aloutta alone on account of starvation)^ 

The Hon’ble.Mr. H. S. 8UHRAWARDY: But they were people 
comiiif? from outside. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: May be I am lomin^r to 

that point. Sir, in s])ite <d our (juestions (iovernment liavt* not disclosed 
tlie fij^ures of deatli. From newspaper rejmrN llo^^ever we see tliat in tlie 
last fortnif^lit of*Aii‘‘Ust alone ‘JI9 jieople died of starvation in hospitals 
and 329 people died on the streets -alto^rffher o4S in tin* last fortnight of 
August. And, Sir. in the first foitnight of Se]»tpeniber what do we seey 
We see that the figures have gone uj) evtm in (’alcutta not withstanding all 
the parade that has been made in the matter (d‘ grant and distribution (d‘ 
relief. Deatlis in hospitals have mounted up to 4 )7 as against 219 in 
August and, Sir, from the 1st to the l »tli of S(‘ptembt‘r street deaths have 
come up to 347 as against 329 in the last fortnight of August. Altogetber 
there have been imue than StMt (b*aths in the first lortnight of SejitembtT 
w'hen there wme about •''loO deaths in the last fortnight of August. 'Phat 
is the position, worsened and tragic position, in ( alcutta when* surely 
most (d the stejis for relief are being taken and from this you can under- 
stand how appalling must be the numlier of deaths in miifassal Bengal. 
This must be the ease, Sii, when the (iovernment did not take time by the 
forelock, when the ( lov(*rnment did not organise in time and did not move 
on tlie lines laid down in the Famine (Ode 

Sir, the history of British rule in India is marked, as Dutt and Digby 
say, by a series of widespread and devastating famines. \\ ithin fivt* years 
ot the Dewani the great lamine of 1 4 70 took jilace. When the first Lord 
Lytton was holding the Durbar of 1S77 there was the gr(‘at famine in 
Orissa and Southern India. After that the Famine (Ommission was .set 
up and eventuull^ the Famine ( tale came to be enacted. It must be sai<l 
at least to the credit of the bureaucracx that they at least sidved tin* (jnes- 
tion of famine relief on paper by drawing up the famine ( oile. Had the 
jirovisions of the Famine (Ode been adopt<*d in tiim* so many deaths miglit 
have been jireveiited and pi'evented in time, but. Sir, all tht* [irovisions of 
the Famine Code were practically ignoreil. (iovernment did not move on 
the lines laid down in that Cmle. The Famine Code -section OH-says 
‘AVhen test works begin to attract workers in considerable numbers or 
when gratuitous relief appears likely to be reijuired on tf considerable scale 
the District Officer shall rei^tirt the fact, in continuation of the reports 
prescribed by sections ')7 and 38, to the {’ommisHioner and to the Local 
Government by a special telegram, with a view to famine being declared. 
As a rule the criterion as regards gratuitous relief may be held to have 
been ‘attained when half per cent, of the population (according to the 
preceding census) of any thana or any larger area in the dlMrict has been 
on relief for two months continuously.” Sir, on receipt of such a telegram 
It 18 tor the Government and Government alone to decide whether famine 
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should be declared or not. Section 74 of the Famine Code provides/ 
receipt of the telej^ram required by section 68 the Local Government shall 
decide whether in a district or part of a district famine should be declared. 
In the event of such a decision orders should be issued forthwith to the 
local officers concerned and the Government of India shaW be informed”. 

Sir, had the Government, as I said before, taken precautionary measures 
in time a large number of deaths in fact most of the deaths now happening 
might have been prevented. In fact, it is due to the supineness of this 
Government, it is due to their failure t(» provide for adequate relief in 
proper time that such a large number of deaths have taken place and more 
people are on the verge of death and are going to die. 

With these observations 1 move my motion and I lu)pe, Sir, my motion 
will be carried. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI; Mr. Spi •aker, Sir, 1 beg lo move tlial the demand 
of Its. 3,52,00,000 for exjienditure under the hea<l ”54 —Famine” be reduced 
by Its. 100. I move this motion in order to raise a discussion about — . 

(i) J*olicy; and 

(iV) Inadequacy ot lh(‘ grant. 

Sir, my friend. ILii lliU'endra Nath Chaiidhuri has already dealt with 
Famine and the Famitie (Ode and it i.s higli time that the Ihmgal Govern- 
ment should declare* the* province a taniine ai(‘a and ni'ces- ir\ ht*l}) ^liould 
be given to it. 

As reg’ards the inadeejuae.N of the* grant, Jioni the small i -d book it 
apjiears that in 1042-43 tlu‘re has Ixmmi an im-rement ol Its. 43 31 lakhs 
and the I’cason has Ix’en gi\en b_s tlie Ilon’ble Mini.^teu to this tdloel : 
”43ie increase was due to widespiead distrccs.v caused liy eyclo'ie and flood 
in the districts of Midnajmre and 21-i’arganas.” That is so iar as last 
year is coneeriied. Tliis year (he lloirble Minister has also stated that 
the increase oi 3 crore's under Famine llelief is due to the sei ious deteriora- 
tion of the eeonomie situation over tlie gieatt‘r part of the piovince owing 
to (lood, eyelone and above all fantastically high jirice of rice. I must 
state lliat this amount t)f Us. 3 crores is ahj>(dutely inadequate, because 
from tlie 1st of April to 24ib of Ajiril this \ear when the (‘onslitution was 
siispeiuh‘d and the udminislration was taken by His Excellency the 
Governor of Bengal, in 24 days the expenditure lor tliis purpose went to 
the extent of 36 lakhs. Now, Sir. at that time the price ot rice was only 
Us. l(i and at tin t time the expenditure was to the extent of 36 lakhs. 
While the price of rice has risen from Us. 30 to Us. 50, the increment has 
been very small in comparison with the expenditure of those 24 days. 

One crore and 00 lakhs of rupees has been given for gratuitous relief 

and one ciore and 60 lakhs of rupees for test relief works. So far as 

gratuitous relief is concerned 1 must say that a very small amount lias 
been given to East Bengal. A large portion has been spent in Wei^lern 
Bengal and from the reasons given by the lion'ble Minister it appears 

that it was spent and it will be spent for the areas which are affected by 
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flood and cyclone. So far as inadequacy of rice and want of rice are 
concerned the Hon’ble Minister is absolutely silent. Ue has slated that 
this amount has been given because there has been high price of rice He 
is not prepared to say there is inadequacy of riie; he is ii(»t prepared to 
say there is want .of rice. The same tone, the same thec.ry prevail in the 
statement of the Hon’ble Minister, because they are still under the 
impression that there is rice in Rengal and that the price has ns , mi liigh 
because of hoarding. 1 say it has been ]>r()ved and proved by themselves 
that there is no rii-e in Bengal as Bengal has been declared a detieit area, 
llie grant is inadequate and 1 say more money shouhl come under this h('ad. 

Sir, you know (^hand])ur is a subdivision which stands on the river 
Meghna and in that area jute is grown. Paddy is scaicely grown there 
and as a result the people ot that area are sutl'ering for want of rice and 
the price has risen high. Their mi.series know no hounds. I stressed the 
matler to the then District Magistrate Mr. Strace.\ who said that help 
should come from the rich villagers and Tnion Boanl Presidents should 
help the peojde hv raising motie\ trom the puhlic. Now, Sir. it is a pity 
that most ni the I nion Board Pn^sidents an* Mu''lim Leagueis. Thev do 
not represent the grievance'^ (d' the iieople to tin* auihorili(‘s lest the 
(jov(‘rnnient should ask for (‘\])lanat ions and lest thev niav not get tin* 
favours tln'v are u.sually gt‘(ling at tin* hands (d tin* pi(‘s(*nt Ministiv 
Then, Sir, the District Magistrate staled that n*lief would In* given when 
the time came. But when will that tmn* eoine:" 'i’he lime will he, he said, 
in tlie months oi Astnn, Kiirftc, A (/rahat/an when the disln'ss will inen*as(*. 
Tin* Ilon’hle Mr. Suhrawardy stal<‘d that In* s(‘nt 'id, 1)11(1 maunds of rie.e 
to C’handpur. I must sny. Sir, that this (juan(il\ i.s veiy small in 
comjiarison with tlje magnitu^h* (d distress ])rf*\ailnig in that hu’alitv. 
Sir, while I was coining to ( handpnr ahout a nnmlh ago, wlnh* 1 was 
going from the Uaihvay Station to tin* Dak Bungalow’ 1 saw as manv as 
three deaths on the wa> . Tin* h‘g «d one ol the dec<‘as,‘d had l)(‘(*n eaten 
up by a dog. Moreover, Sir, theie have been some kitrln*OH at ('fiandjmr 
that are run on pulilic charity. '1 he olln*i da,\ , a]H)iil o or (i days ago, 
wdiile 1 was talking with the Sulidi visional Sup}»l\ Otiicer one man [rrun 
Hajiganj came and demanded rice to airang(* lor ln*e kitchen (jn public 
charity, and do you know, Sir, wdiat was the rejd;^ given by the Suh- 
divisional Supply Officeri^ He said: “I caiiT give nee at corilrolh‘d 
rate. You must seek for rice in the localitv*’. liut th(‘re wuis no rice 
available. So you see, Sir, th(* magintufie <d tin* scarcity in that part of 
the area. I appeal to Government to lu* kind enough to gy to the locality, 
I mean Chandpur, and see the distress of the pe<,ple with tlieir own eyi's. 
Instead of flying to Lahore anfl Delhi if Hen'lde Ministerff will go tln*re, 
It will be doing a greater service in the matter (d lelief as they will see 
the distress prevailing there witli their own eyes. 

Mr. *ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Sir, I oeg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 3, 02 , 00 , 000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. I move this to raise a di.scussion about the famine 
and distress relief in some parts of the province. 
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Mr. Speaker, Sir, TS 

OTCf 4^: “[3 ^ ^1% ^4) (Tf^o I 

W-foRi c^?f^i f% ^<rm ^5m:^„f¥ c^ or 

^ff?i ^.t>^, r.7T ? 4^ 

(.T\ Prc^^r (M^ -t^T 4’rt?:^ 4^ 4^s c^rt^ 4? 

^T '>fC^sr^t?T ^|t^r C^l^ I W 'Irr Government Pfut ; 

ZK'Z ‘ftlsTO TT^r?! ^'C^l ^tSTll 

^m] y 4t^t?) W^ ff 

srfct-^tr^ iKl anti-hoarding drive^JI 57 ^^ C^ pfpjpct ^lf4>^1? 

<ft^ ■^Ht^ ? frftr*:: ^fe or anti-hoarding 

drive ^1 food oensuH .ii?;^ r.^y 5fnp 5f?(r| ^) vT:f<) ^6IIO 

"^^15 7C?)?:5, "51 ^ : '^•'f food censusij^ 

rTT food committee C^ food committeecz union 

^1 ^jtT.tR "4’ti-< f% ’tR^t‘-t c^?:3 'dtr5!jj ^5^ ^1 u\^ 

'fr^^KA 4 ^: r.^ committeec^ Writers’ 

Buildings 4^1“ Magistrate si Cn 

OTi^T I ^1 ■srrjff^ Government c=il<^C^' 

(.(fRc^ CW^Pl ^T 4^ eye-wash4'^ 4^ I 

'^■<^1 C^'^fC^ 4^ C^l ^f%^, 4 , 4^ 

Govemmont4^ 5^f%i; ^t^TOjF I : 

(Tf^rtr.'l anti-hoarding drive4^ GT "t^T Government cWt:^ store 

^ '^Rlj'' C^ •f^T ^ release roT 31 ^OT 4^ 

wm ^ipT^Pi^l C^Tt^ C^O\ ^tRi; I f%jf^ ^/4 ^.S(.*f August 3Tfti:^ 

Government4s relief organisation4^ officer 4^* Assistant Secretary 4?Fi5 
3R3f?T1 4<; Magistrate 4^^ ^SRTf^T officercc^s felT^ I 

3t-1 4^1 SCfl^ — utilisation of local resources ; 4 ^ 

Ctf stock 5F1 (TTsf^ distress relief work4^ ^iT ^‘1 I 

to or 4 ^; ^isrtc^F^ 

requisition ^ 'artFI^ I fVsst^l (?T 4^ 

C^ emergency^ <1t^ ^ C^ ^f%C¥ ^tiTI 4^ «^'3 

^ (MOT I flood 4^: famine I 

3iat ^fCTO 4^ (TF Secretary’^ 4^ ^Itfel 4^. 

(71$ ^4^ C^ organisation (TT^"^ C^$ organisation 

(TT^fl^^t^ Magistrate, Subdivisional Officer ^Ftwfl ^1 PiTOI 

f¥ ? ^ 4 yTf^ vfFTF ^»Tf=Tf!TT ‘*tf5nfr?:«l 4F7rr^ ; C’T^ requisition 

4f!» irtc^iWii ^ (71^ grirrsR ifc^ i 4$ ^ 

(TTt^ ^.1 4^: Govemment4? 8tore4 (Tf ^’^iX '‘lf<^*l 
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m ^ ^?r l (7[^f% famine flood relief^^ 

mm ^ m totc^ i wt^T mm 

^ ^ 5T*fC^ ?^fiT requisition m '^TtC^ 

floods m.^ rmmj f¥« ?rf^ c^r? 

release loan kitchen.il ?pq, cheap grain shop 

^4 ^mi ^1 ^ ^sr^cT ^ ^ f%q :rm ^1 vft^?i i 

m ^ c^tnrft c? cjprtftcs oiscfr cstt^ m Ptnn^ i 'ii- 

c? ccft^ m] ?fr5w m ^ ^Tf^. ^ m i 

Executive Officer^ .ij^^ MinisterCJr^f 
^ffec^c^ I 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Sir, I lug to move that the 
demand of Rs. d, 52, 00, 000 for expenditure under the head “5| - Famine” 
he reduced hy Us. JOO. I move this to raise a discussion about utter and 
lamentable iailure on tlie jiart of the Government to eopt‘ with tlie famine 
and its attendant evils which are exacting heavy toll from among the 
starving people and which have cnuited a most critical situation in the 
district of Uankiira where 4 to 5 lakhs of peojile are atVectcal; and the 
pressing need of expanding and intensifying the relief operation in tin* 
distressed tracts on the following lines: — 

{i) establishment of free kitchens on a large scale; 

(ii) opening of a larger number of test works for labourers who are 
starving for want of em]doyment and payment of wages 
in grains; 

(/??) establishment of cheap grain supply centres in every part where 
rice is .scarce or not available within the means <»f p<*oph* of 
ordinary circumstances ; 

(i’r) distribution of gratuitous doles of rice among the destitute middle 
class families which cannot avail of jniblic kitchens; 

(v) distribution of barley and milk among the emaciated infants; and 
(vi) medical aid for the indigent sick. 

«fm- 

c*r ^rf^i .iirs ^ 

’Tsrt^’otc^ i mpi cw^n ^1 %pr 

wpu r^rorf^i -4^ 

i or 

cwsn I m 00 ^ic^rr i 

4^ diatrees famine ?tl — diatreas, scarcity 

^ diAreee ^ famine m 00 CWm 

I o\ c?f‘^ cm ^ 

4 
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^ ^ TO’ “ff^ 5(1, 

m I (TfoRT a 

(TT^^ ni c^^ir, ^Q?i tnff% TOST <iipr c«r(.t 

ftr![ I ^1^01 ^ i.sq (ij?F ^fPTcsr?) ^riTf^, (Tr^ftr^ ^lo&i ^^ftst ^ i 
^ I lr?F^ W subdivision^ ^ ^rtrsTt^j 

C^ I Bubdivisioniil c^TfCSfl ^r*F CSftC^ 

<P\ I ^ ^ ^ ?^-^5\?tlTr:-f ^ST, 

7 m subdivision ^^|& ?pt^ ^t^T WT ^ 

w (TT^ftrsi :58 ^1 fV ^1 ^g tot ^ 9', ^ f% ^ "Sil^i 
^PR <tt? I ^ ?F^f^ Rsr ? ^ :?PTCsr 

^ OT I <ii f^rw&i ^1 

CV C’PfR^ ^15 I. c. S. Magistrate ^ 

^1 ^oR CRSf competitive examination ^IH District Adminis- 
tration Report^ ^ ^?T ^11 

ft ^1 I CR^^CSF^ a WR 

(?rRl Sfts ftsT c^T distress 5^1 S'lfT5 ^^1 

iftRtTTT C^^l ^TR C^&l ; (y\^TJ^ C^'l ^ ; Administration 

Report C^ ^ ?tTT I ft^ (TT^flTR tX^] TTl ^< 1 ^ ^1 I (TT^ 

^1 ^^'CST^I ft, *11 C<L^ Rst 

(?T^3in ^sn, (Tf-'s?n crfisn i ^ ft-^ fr \ (Rtm 

cn 15R|^ '^5!r^ RST C^R I ^ 7 ^Tl% Test Relief Works C^P 

MagistrateC^ <c1l irTT~~“^ ^ CSfl I June test <^>1^ ^R1 rtlCSfl I 

!!rf^^ CTOT '^sfTOT OT^ Sft'vfc^, I June 

^Xl 7 \ oaTf^n C5t^?n test work ; ft^ test work.fj-< ii]:r«l TR’?! ?! 

ftsR ^R, ftsR '^iRT^fw I Test work^ C^R ffts 

OT^^ c^iisn I ^ (x\m R <oo^ c^"t oxm to ^i i ^ ft?R ^ 
C^ ^5T %T ^1 ! c£]^ ^cT 'i)^ ^rltm 'iTt^ST ^ ft^R TOirW ft ^ 

^srtft ^sTc^ ^ ^1 ; ft^ RT^rnR r ^jftroR ftfroi tot:^ i 

^^1 test work ^IvSRR ^T ^ TOTC^? ^ W<] ?Rft I ftcf 
August ^stR’C^f f%f^ (7T District Officered circular letter 

^tttorc^, (R^ circular letter<ii toC^ R (?r^^ ^ (TT^ltlR 

priority list ^T — (At this stage the member reached the time-limit.) 

^ ^1^ minute ^TOI, R important ftft^, (R^ 8m 

^ IRR TOT, ^jTTOT 'il^ ^ (RT^ ^1 ^ I 

priority list TO (TNtTR C^»r"t, (TRTIK local 

resources ^ ^ f^-a TO I fftl 'il TOlTC^ June^ii I ^(XyX 

September ^sTJ’Tir cRi I m ft ^1 I - 

OT^tflR (JI^H C®fR^ CT^fHR C^fRl I ^5f5tR ^TR, 
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instruction ,<1^; District OfficerOT Writers’ BuildingiS 

^<ifl srccf (TR, instruction 

5|ft5R 5in 4 1%^ 'Sit^ 'SRT f%f ^TtefR 5TO »ttR I 'Sttfi 'SW'jrfSR? 
'"ikN'f I vote fror fV? #ii 

^N1 ^1 ^C?R %1I #11 ^NiTR v3^; 

^ ^Tf'^ I 


Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, 1 am simply moving- the motioii 
that stands in my name. There is no time for me to make an> speeeh. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Have you moved your motion? 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDUJA: Sir, 1 formallx move that the demand 
of Rs. tl, 02, 00, ()()() under the liead “o4 — Famine” he reduced hy Rs. 100, 
This is to raise a discussion ahout the iiunleiiuacy of measure to dead with 
famine condition in the acute distress of the province. 

Khan Bahadur A. mT L. RAHMAN: Sir, I rise to move llie cut motion 
that stands in my name viz., that the demand (d Rs. :h.V2,00,000 umlei 
file head ”‘)4~Faniine” he reduced hy Rs. 100. This is to raise a di.s- 
cussion about the inade(]uuc\ of relief in distress areas. 

Sir, in sjiite of all the solemn assurances (d (lover nni«*nt that rcdiid is 
being given, the fact remains that jieople are <l.\ing in thousands all over 
Jh'Mgal. 1 have the otlnu da> cited the instance of ' Nilphainari in this 
House. AV"e are therefore entitled to ask, Sii, is the ndnd ade(|uate and 
is it really being rushed to those scenes (d distres.s and destitution? 1 
have, as 1 said hefoie, seen with my own eyes and here 1 hav(‘ in my hand 
a telegram from the President of a very imiiortant relief organisation that 
there is total scarcity of rice in the suhdi visional town of Nilphainari since 
the 11th of this month. Public organisations composed of ni(*n of 
unimpeachable honesty stand helpless and aghast before a bewailing 
suftesing humanity. In spite of their best intentions, in spite <d‘ money 
at their disposal, the\ cannot obtain foodgraiiis to save the flying and the 
destitute. Endless conferences, fleputations and meetings have not 
succeeded in expediting despatch. Tin* Hon’ble Minister for (’ivil 
Supplies has frankly admitted that “there aie areas which are in grave 
distress but the' extent of de.spatch is limited partly by supjilies and })artly 
by the inadequacy of wagons within the Province.” If sj^ch be the case 
and if Government are unable to speed up supplies even at this critical 
stage, then the honourable members of this House, one anfl all, must be 
prepared to steel their hearts for the next two months. We are all agreed, 
Sir, that the situation is desperate and requires a drastic remedy. We 
have heard so much about the thousands of tons food coming into Ren gal, 
we read every da\ of the magnificent efforts of the sister jirovi^ces to send 
succouB to this unfortunate land of ours hut where are they and why are 
they not being rushed? Sir, if there is a railw'ay accident, a relief train is 
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rushed at a moment’s notice and is it not a cruel irony of fate that a few 
wagons are not available now to send relief to places where people have 
died and are still dying in hundreds, if not in thousands. 

As it is, the quantity of food supplied in the gruel kitchens is not 
sustenance enough for a person to resist the onslaught of disease. Two 
chattacks of rice given as gruel and distributed once a day is a god-send 
no doubt to the hungry and the starving, but I ask, Sir, is it enough for 
the maintenance of life? Is it not a fact, Sir, that deficiency diseases are 
rampant throughout ? Is it not true that epidemics are taking a heavy 
toll? And is it too hard to conceive that as conditions grow worse, 
llengal, the granary of the East, will he converted into a howling 
wilderness? Emaciation that has started within the frail human skeletons 
will run its unfettered course and the lamp of life now flickering in them 
is perhaps the last signal that the race they belong to is on the verge 
of extinction. 

Sir, Government have purchased stocks of rice in surplus districts and 
in certain districts some areas also have been earmmked as surplus areas. 
VVlieat also has come into Hengal in large quantities. So what is there 
to prevent Government from sending foodgrains 1)\ road either in carts 
or in lorries and in river districts by boats, if necessary? Each one of us 
has witnessed the appalling miseries of the ])oor, the horrors of death and 
starvation, each one of us has stood up in this House to demand that some- 
thing must he done at once, the humane elements in our nature have been 
stirred to their uttermost depths, but what is the sum total of our achieve- 
ments? The nett re'sult is that even gruel kitchens have not yet covered 
the entire field of distress in the districts and though the intentions of 
relief are there the foodgrains are missing. 

To my mind, Sir, Government ought to mobilise ail llieir officers to 
come forward and helj) in reliei operations, to see that (list nl)ution is quick 
and eciuitahle and that there is no corruption oi an\ kind anywhere in the 
discharge of this sacred trust and responsibilit\ . Food must he obtained 
at all costs, food must be provided to the hona fide relief organisations, at 
controlled price and in these hard times of adversity united Bengal must 
stand up and declare that food is not politics but life itself. 

Mr. J, W. R. STEVEN: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Ra. •‘1,02,00,000 for expenditure under the head '*54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. The object of my motion is to raise a discussion about the 
necessity for p/oper central co-ordination and direction of relief measures. 

My first pcrlnt relates to the Central Re^iief Fund, the opening of which 
was announced by the Hon’ble Minister on 21st August. An appeal was 
issued by the Holi’ble the Chief Minister on 5th September for contributions 
to this fund, but we iu‘e still in the dark as to how it is to be administered. 
We had understood that a representative committee was to be set up with 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister as Chairman to supervise the collection and 
allocation of funds, and some time ago we sent into Government names of 
European representatives who were prepared to serve on this committee. 
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We would like to know why this committee has not been formed and what 
are the intentions of Government with regard to tlie iKiininist ration of this 
fund, and in particular with regard to the allocation ol contributions to it. 
We would emphasise that this is an important matter. In fact substantial 
contributions to the Central Relief Fund are being held up owing to 
uncertainty with regard to its administration. We would urge that 
Government should make an immediate declaration of their intent iims with 
regard to this fund. 

Sir, my second jgoint is that there must be central direction of relief 
measures and there must be a uniform policy. There have i>een umgni- 
ficent nou-official and official efforts to relieve distress in this Province, 

but they liave been often haphazard and piecemeal in character and 

unrelated to each other, (lovernment Imve recently aj)pointed a Joint 
Secretary to the Revenue Department to be in (‘harg(‘ of relief measures. 
I would suggest that he should be a Director of relief measures, an 
executive touring officer, not a Secretariat official who will sit in Writers’ 
Duildings. He should, moreover, have a touring staff oi su])ervisorH, who 
wdll co-ordinate and supervise relief efforts tliroiighout the Province. 

I would suggest also that there must be a unifoiin j)oli(5\ us regards tin* 
form of relief measures. What is often happening now' is that in one area 
grain doles are being handed out and in an adjoining urea there are gruel 

kitchens. The result is the kitchens are not a success as the villagers, 

not unnaturally, prefer the doles. There is no doubt, however, that with 
the scarcity of supplies the method of gruel kitchens must be generally 
adopted and it is, therefore, important that then* should he a unibuin 
policy of opening gruel kitchens in preference to giving grain or (^ash doles. 

My third point is the need for clear and definite inst met ions to loial 
officers. In our opinion the printed inst ructions fluted 2(Mh August issued 
to all District Officers by' the Itevenue DeparliiMuH are an example of W’hat 
instructions should not bt*. We are dealing with eonditions of aeule frsid 
shortage and instructions should he designed to meet these emergency 
conditions. What aie we to think of instructions which ask union relief 
committees a.s their first and most imp<jrtant duty to prepare lists of persons 
graded according to their degree of distress y What are we to think of 
instructions which provide for the following elaborate and protracted 
piocedure: — Each union relief committee is to prejiare an estimate of 
requirements according to Form B. These estimates are to be scrutinised 
and revised by the Assistant Relief Officer. The Assistant Relief Officer 
is to consolidate the estimates 4 >f the committees in hi.s block and submit 
them to the Circle Relief Officer. The (’ircle Relief Officer is again to 
revi.He the estimates and submit a consolidated estimate of the require- 
ments of his circle to the Subdivisional Officer. The Subdivisional Officer 
is similarly to send a consolidated statement of the requirements of all 
Relief Circles in his subdivision to the Collector “in quwlruplicate’'. 
What Vill happen to the poor unfortunate villagers while this protracted 
procedure is going on is not stated in the instructions ! In our opinion, 
Sir. it is the job of the local officers to know the needs of their areas and 
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this complicated procedure is unnecessary. In our opinion the instructions 
should have been (i) It is the job of ajl local officers to prevent starva- 
tion; (it) All local officers shall be relief officers and for that purpose shall 
have necessary powers in their respective jurisdictions; (m) It is the job 
of the local* officers to know the position in their respective areas, to 
estimate requireraepts over and above local resources, and to apply for 
assistance if local resources are not sufficient to prevent starvation. Union 
relief committees should certainly be formed and should be used for 
assisting? in collectinj^ local resources, for providinjf volunteers for running 
gruel kitchens, etc., and for exposing hoarders and price control offenders. 

What we do regard as serious is, first, the time which must have been 
wasted in preparing these instructions and, second, that the capacity for 
action of the local officers is goiftg to be tied up with such a complicated 
and unworkable machinery. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Mr Speaker, Sir, 
I upi thankful to the honourable members who have very kindly extended 
very useful suggestions. Let me assure you, Sir, and through you the 
honourable members, that the.se suggestions will receive the most earnest 
and immediate consideration of Government. 

,, I would like, to a jfew. words with regard to the speech of 

Rai Harendra Nath, Chaudhuri, Rfii Harendra Nath (’haudhuri is a veteran 
parliamentarian and he has trie^l to place before the House only one side 
of the imjilications for the .declaration of a famine. In this connection I 
would like to point out that according to the Famine Lode and the Famine 
Manual which describe how relief works are to be administered, Govern- 
pient have so far done everything which could have been done. Govern- 
nient have arranged f^r the sale of foodgrains at subsidised rates to the 
people, but the Famine Code, according to rule 87, provides that such 
relief should be given from charitable funds only. Then again, the 
Government is distributing cloths, blankets, etc., to the destitutes in some 
of the worst affected areas, but the Famine Code prescribes that this should 
also be done from charitable funds 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: What has Famine Code to do 
with charitable funds? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 am placing 
before the House the implications in declaring the famine. 

Then it prescribes that the supply of diet to patients has also got to 
be met from public funds, but Governraeift have also made arrangements 
for that. In some of the worst affected areas Government have made 
arrangements for the purchase of cattle, etc., from the provincial revenues 
although the Famine Code contemplates that this should be done from 
charitable funds. 

f Now, Sir, coming to the motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji, .1 may 
t^ll him that the stock of rice and other foodgrains which he has said to be 
lying unused that a good portion of it has already been used for giving 
relief to the famine-stricken people of that district. 
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As regards the motion of Mr. Manindra Bhusan Sinha, I may tell him 
that in Bankura district Government has up to date paid Rs. 2,10,000 for 
Gratuitous Relief and Rs. 2,40,000 for Test Relief works besides a sum of 
Rs. 6 lakhs for agricultural loan. (Mr. Jogesii Chandra Guita : What 
is the amount needed there?) Sir, I may assure the House that Government 
is ready to pay as much as is really necessarj-' for reuderinpf relief to the 
people and this is the requisition which has up to date been received either 
from the District Board or from the local officials. If Mr. Sinha kindly 
come and meet me and discuss with me these matters I am sure Government 
will see its way to grant further relief to tliis district which I know is 
suffering very badly. 

Sir, in a work of such huge magnitude and nffe(‘ting practically the whole 
of this province there may be defects or mistakes in one ])lace or other and 
if these things are brought to the iioti(“e of the Government 1 am sure 
Government will do its best not only to remedy, them but also to do its best 
to extend further relief to these people. 

Now, Sir, in this (‘onnection I would also inform the Hous(‘ that besides 
this sum of Rs. 1,74,18,000 already grantA*d during the current year in the 
shaj)e of agricultural loans, Government has up to date paid Rs. 1 ,4-l,40,0(M) 
in the shape of <iratuitous Relief and Rs. 1 ,08,02, IK)0 for Test Relief works. 
Besides this about Rs. 0 crores have already been spent by the (hvil Supplies 
Department in rendering relief in the sha]»e of foodgrains and in addition to 
that the Agriculture De])artment has also arranged to spend more than one 
crore of ruj)ees in the shape of seed loans and other loans for agri(‘ultural 
operations. Besides these, as has already been announced on the floor of the 
House by the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supj)lies, more than 2,2(M) free 
kitchens have already been started in different parts of the province and 1 
may assure the House that within the course of this week at least 1 ,(W)0 mon* 
free kitchens will be started — — 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: We have received iiiformatioii 
from our con.stituencies that rice is not available anywheie and pe(»ple are 
dying 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Datta, will you please resume your seat? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; I may tell you that 
arrangements are also being made to start at least one free kitchen in every 
union all over the province, wherever neces.sary. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: We won’t hear J^ou. We have 
been receiving most harrow'ing tales and rice is not available anywhere. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Datta, it appears that you are persistent in not 
listening to the Chair. This is not proper. Yes, Mr. Mukerjea. 

The Hon%le Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: People may make 
mistaki between relief and food supplies. Of course these tw^ works are 
closely allied. There is no doubt about that. But at the present moment 
we are concerned with discussing more about relief w'orks than the supjdy 
of food. Food supply is a matter whidi is the primary concern of the 
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Supplies Department and the department to which I have been placed in 
charge relates to the matter of rendering relief to the affected people 

(There waa uproar and cries of “We won’t hear you”, from the 

Opposition benches.) • 

Mfi SPEAKER: If you create disorder like this I will have to take 
stronger measures. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: We mean no di8res])ect to the Chair but 
why should he say all this nonsense? 

The Hon’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I have taken all 

possible measures 

(There was again uproarious noise from the Opposition benches and the 
voice of the ITon’ble Minister was drowned.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, please. If you are not satisfied with the 

Hon’ble Minister’s speech that does not give you any right to create this 

fjoimal. Let him finish. We must rise in the course of five or six minutes. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: He is making false 
statements. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERdEA: Sir, before 1 
conclude 

(There was again loud noise and the IIon‘ble Minister's voice was 
drowned.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mukerjea, will you please resume your 8(‘at. It 
app(‘nrs that tlie House, at least the Opposition, is not in a mood to listen t(» 
you at this late hour. (Cries of “yes”, “yes” from the Ojiposition benches.) 
I find that you are not in a mood but that is no reason why you sliould create 
disorder in this House. It is already b-40. It was arranged tliat we 
should lise at o-dO. It is already late, I allow'ed a little more time to you 
because I thought you would be satisfied with certain figures that are being 
given to >ou. He was g(»ing to make his statement. If you are not satis- 
fied t cannot detain the House during the month of Ramzan for any length 
of time. I will put the matter immediately to vote and will a.sk 
Mr. Mukerjea to finish his speech in 2 minutes. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: All measures necessary 
for relief during distress, whether you call it famine or 

(At this stage there was again uproarious noise from the Opposition 
benches.) < " 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

Mr. M. A. H. ISPAHAN! : I rise on a point of order, Sir. Is it open 
to the Opposition not to listen to the reply to the charges that have been 
made by th4 members of the Opposition? Is this sportsmanship? 

Mr. SANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Talking of sportsmanship to a starving 
province ! He ought to have been ashamed. 



1943.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


55 


Mr* SPEAKER: Order, please. > I lake it, Mr. Mukerjea, that you have 
finished. I am putting the motions to vote. 

The motion of Khan Bahadur A. M. L. Rahman that the demand of 
Rs. 3,52,00,000 fm' expenditure under the head •\54 — Famine'* he redueed 
hy Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Syed Badrudduja that the demand of Hs. 3,r)2,00,(X)0 
for expenditure under the head ‘*54 — Famine*’ be redueed by Rs. 1(K) was 
then put and lost. 

The motion o^ Srijut Manindra Bhusan Sinha that the demand of 
Rs. 3,52,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that the demand of 
Rs. 3,52,00,000 for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” be redueed 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

Mr. J. W. R. STEVEN: Sir, 1 beg to withdraw my motion. 

The motion of Mr. J. W. K. Steven that the dtunaiid of Rn. 3,r)2,(KbtHM) 
for expendituH' under the head “5 t-r-Fumim*” be redueed by Hh. 100 was 
then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. Shahedali that the demand ol Rs. 3,52,00,000 tor 
expendil tire undei tlie head “54 — Famim*” be redm'ed ]\v Hs. I(K) was then 
put Mid lost. 

'rin* motion of Hai Ilaiendra Nath (Miaudhnri that the demand of 
Rs. 3,52,0(t,000 loi expenditure under the head “5} — Faimiu' ’ be redueed 
by Ks. HtO was tln'ii jmt and a di\ision taken witli the following result; — 


AYES— 69. 


Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Majid, Maulvi (Mymenslngh). 
Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Ahmad All Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. Syed. 

Asimuddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Azhar Ali, Maulvi. 

Badrudduja, Mr. Syad. 

Banarjaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banarji, Mr. P. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barman, Mr. Upandra Nath. 

Batu, Mr. Santoth Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Or. Gobinda Chandra. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Harlpada. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harandra Nath. 

Daa, Babu Radhanath. 

Daa Gupta, Dr. J. M. 

Oat Gupta, Srijut Narandra Nath. 
Oatta, Mr. Dhirandra Nath. 

Dolui, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Outta 'Gupta, Mias Mira. 

Faziul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Ghoid^ Mr. AtuI Krishna. 

Glasuodin Ahmad, Mr. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogish Chandra. 

Gyasuddin Ahmad Choudhury, Alhadj. 
HabUHillah, Nawab Bahadur K., of Daoca. 


Hashem Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Idris Ahmad Mia, Maulvi. 

Jonab Ali Majumdar, Maulvi. 

I Khan, Mr. Oebandra tail. 

Kundu, Mr. Nithitha Nath. 

Lahiri, Babu Ashutoah. 

Mali, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hamaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. BIrat Chandra. 
Maniruzzaman Islamabadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Noaain, Mr. 

Mookarjaa, Dr. Syamapratad. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Syad. 

Mukarjl, Mr. Dhirandra Narayan. 
Mukharjaa, Mr. B. 

Mukharji, Dr. Sharal Chandra. 

Muiiiok, Srijut Ashutoah. 

Mustafa All Dawan, Maulvi. 

Naskar, Mr. Ham Chandra. 

Paul, Sir Hari Banker. 

Rahman. Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Ramizuodin Ahmad, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Bankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nitjh. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanaullah, Or. 

Sanyai, Dr. Nallnakaha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Basanka Sofchar. 

San, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 
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8«fi, Mr. OfiirMidn Nath. 

San, Jogah Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Shahadall. Mr. 

Shamauddlfi Ahmed, Mr. 

Shamiuddin Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 


> * f . - ' 

Sifiha, Srljut Manindra Bhutan. 

Tofal Ahmad Choudhury, Maulwl HaJI. 
Waliur Rahman, |Naulvi. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


N0E8~11S. 


Abdul Axlz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Haflz, Mr. Mlrza. 

Abdul Hakim, Mauivi (Mymantingh). 
Abdul Hakim Vikrampuri, Mauivi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Jabbar, Mauivi. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Bitwat, Mauivi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syad (Noakhali). 
Abdul Motalab Malik, Dr. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdulla-al Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Siddlql, Mr. 

Abdur Raschid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Raihaad, Mauivi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 8. 
(Howrah). 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah 
(Ranipur). 

Abdut Shahaad, Mauivi Md. 

Abul Fazi, Mr. Md. 

Abul Hathlm, Mauivi. 

Abul Hotain Ahmed, Mr. 

Abul Matud, Kazi. 

Abul Quamm, Mauivi. 

Ahmad Alt Mridha, Mauivi. 

Ahmad Houin, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Amlnullah, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 

Anwarui Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Aulad Hotialn Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Barma, the Hon'ble Mr. Pramhari. 
Barman, Mr. Syamaprasad. 

Birkmyre, Sir Hanry, Bart. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Chippandala, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Ral Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Oas, Rai Sahib KIrIt Bhusan. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dast, Babu Oabandra Nath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Btgum, 

Fazlui OMdir, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Oaooa). 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymansingh). 
Gladding, Mr. 0., C.I.E. 

Golam Rabbani Ahammad, Mauivi. 
Golam Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syad. 
Qomat, Mr. R. A. 

Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Gurung, Mr. Danfbar Singh. 

Hahzuddin Choudhurl, Mauivi. 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 
Haianuzzaman, Khan Sahib Mauivi Md. 
Hatina Murshad, Mrs., M.B.E. 


Hatamaily damadar, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Hirtzal, Mr. M. A. F., O.B.E. 

Hodge, Mr. H. R. 

Ispahan!, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
Jalaiuddin Ahmad, the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi.‘ 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Kumar, Mr. Atui Chandra. 

Leisk, Mr. John. 

MoGrogor, Mr. G. G. 

McPherson, Mr. G. P. 

Mahzuddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib Mauivi 
(Tippera). 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku ieharl. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, the Hon'ble Mr. Jogendra Nath. 
Maniruddin Akhand, Mauivi. 

Miles, Mr. C. W. 

Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Moslem All Moilah, Mauivi M. 

Mozammel Huq, Mauivi Md. 

Muhammad Ishaque, Mauivi. 

Muhammad israil, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Siddique, Khan Bahadur Dr. 
Syed. 

Mukerjea, the Hon’ble Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Muliick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Muiliok, the Hon’ble Mr. Pulin Behary. 
MusharrufT Hoesain, the Hon'ble Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Mustagawsal Hague, Mr. Syed. 
Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir, 
K. C.I.E. 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Norton, Mr. H. R., M.B.E. 

Pam, the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna. 
Powell, Mr. J. A. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Mauivi. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy 
Sadaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Sahruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, the Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja, 
C.B.E. 

Sirdffi’, Babu Litta Munda. 
Smyth-Osbourne, Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Steven, Mr J. W. R.' 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 
Tamizuddin Khan, the Hon’ble Mr. 
Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. * 

Yusuf AM Choudhury, Mr. 

Zillur Rahman Shah Choudhury, Mauivi. 


Ayes being 69 and Noes 115 the motion was lost. 
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The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea that a sum of 
Bs. 3,52,00,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “54 — Famine” 
was then put and agreed to. 

Adjoummant. 

The House was then adjourned at 6 p.m. till 2-15 p.m. on TueNday, tlie 
21at September, 1943, at the Assembly Hou.se, Calcutta. 
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proceedings of tbe Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of tbe Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Tuesday, the 
21st September, 1943, at 2«15 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 189 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Petition from security prisoners of Rajshahi Jail regarding their belongings 
at the time of release. 

•56. Mr. A8HUT08H LAHIRY: (a) Will the Hou’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Depurtinent be jdeased to state whether any petition 
has been received l>y the Government from the security prisoners of Rajshahi 
Jail to the effect that all tho.se who are being released from tlial jail are 
■ lieing' deprived of all the belongings excepting only the clothing on their 
person ‘r* 

(b) If the answer to {(/) is in the j^tlirmative, will the Uon’ble Minislei 
be pleased to stnte the reason thereof ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
8ir Nazimuddin): (a) Yes. 

(b) I have since issued orders wherebv security jnisouers can take with 
them articles supplied by Government during the year ]>rior to their release 
and all articles purcha.sed by them wholI\ or partly with their own money. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: lias this order been given effect toi" 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. 

Failure of crops in Bankura and Bishnupur subdivisions. 

•57. Mr. KAMAL KRI8HNA ROY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Dei)artipeiit aware that there was practically a total 
failure of paddy crops in major portion of Bishiiiipiir subdivision and in 
considerable part of the Sadar subdivision of the Bankura district last 
year ? 

(b) Will the Hon’ble Minister lie pleased U) state — 

(t) the {otal amount of agricultural loan sanctioned for the d ’strict 
this year; 

(it) the amount actually spent; and 



QUESTIONS. 


59 


1943.] 

{Hi) the amount of agricultural loan given to the— 

(1) Bishnupur subdivision, and 

(2) Sadar subdivision, separately? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the ufKrinative. will the Hoii'ble Minister 
be pleased to state — 

(t) whether any gratuitous relief was given; 

(ti) whether any test work was oi)eried ; and 

{Hi) if so, the' amount s}>ent on each hp4ul for the people of the siii«l 
area ? 

(d) Is the Hon’ble Minister aw an* (hat acute distn^s.s prevails in (he 
subdivisions for the failure of cro])? 

(c) If so, is the TTon’lde Mini^tei considering the desirability of taking 
necessary steps for — 

(?) giving gratuitous relief, ami 

(?/) o|X‘iiing test relief works? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): {a) (lovennnent are aw'ure that there was a 
serious failure of ])addy crops in certain parts of the two stibdivisions, but 
there w^as not “a practically complete failure”. There is distress in varying 
degrees in most paits of the district. 

ill) i{s.4,is,t;oo. 

(ui) (1) Ks.l.b(),l)()li, and (2) Hs.;bOO,tMK). 

(c) (/), (fi) and (d) Yes. Its. 1 ,00, 000 for gratuitous relief and 
Its. 2, 00.000 tor test woik^^ have been >anclioned. 

(r) (ni) (iratuit(»us relief, lt>.l ,0d,d0‘l ; test relief, Its. 1 ,(>0,085 ; loans 
under [)addy husking sclieme, Its, 2. 850. 

’ (c) These steps have already l>een taken. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In answer (a) the Ilon’ble MinistiT stales 
that there was a seri<»u^ failure of paddy croj)H but not a practically (aunplete 
failuie; is he jueparcd to give the luTcentage of the failure? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Jt is not possible. I 
want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN; Is the Ilon’ble Minister piepared to 
us an idea as to the quantity of failure? ^ 

Mr. SPEAKER: He need not answer that. It is too vague a question. 

• • 

Allowance admissible to Jurors in Rajshahi Division. 

•5S. Khan Bahadur SHAH ABDUR RAUF; (a) Will the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge of the .Tudicial Department be ]>leaHed to state 

(J) what is the rate of travelling allowances and (Uifly allowances 
given to the juror.s (both ordinary and special) in different 
districts of the Rajshahi Division; and 
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(ii) when this rate was inti 

(h) Do the Government contemplate to revise the rate in view of the 
rise of the cost of living ? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID (on behalf of the Hon’ble Kawab Musharruff 
Hosaini Khan Bahadur): (a) (i) Under the rules a juror attending court gets 
for the first and last days of attendance a daily allowance not less than Re. 1 
and not more than Rs. 5 which should not exceed the actual travelling 
expenses. He gets an allowance not exceeding Rs. 2 if an ordinary juror or 
Rs. f] if a special juror for each day of actual attendance in court for the 
second day of attendance on being chosen to serve as a juror until his dis- 
charge. If the trial last more than two weeks the presiding officer of the 
court may, at his discretion, allow him a daily allowance at an increased 
rate not exceeding Rs. 5 per diem from the beginning of the third week till 
the date of discharge. 

(Ii) The existing rate was revised in 1932 and amended in 1939. 

(h) The matter wdll engage the attention of Government. 

Mr. 8HAHED ALI: In view of the answer (a) (i), will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state whether these scales of travelling and daily 
allowances as laid down in*the rules are applicable in the case of jurors in the 
Chittagong Division? Sir, you will be surprised to learn that jurors 
attending in the district of Ti])pera are not allowed more than (S annas daily 
for their meals. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: So far as I know, they a](> 

Mr. 8HAHED ALI: Will the lIon’l)le Minister be pleased to make an 
eiKpiiry as to the rate of allowance given to the jurors for their meals? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Y es, nec*essary empiiries will be made. 

Canoellation of transfer order of Superintendent of Excise, Darjeeling. 

*S9. Mr. DAMBER 8INCH CURUNC: (a) Will the TIou’hle Minisi^r 
in charge of the Forest and Excise Ih^partment l)e pleased to state if it is 
a fact that the present Superintendent of Excise ix)sted in Darjeeling was 
ordered to be transferred in September or October last year but the trans- 
fer order was subsequently cancelled? 

(b) If .so, wdll the Hon’ble Minister be plea.sed to state the reason 
therefor ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREM HARI BARMA: (a) Yes 

(b) In the interest of the public service. 

f 

Fixation of prices of raw jirte by the Indian Jute Mills. 

*80. Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Agriculture D<‘partment l>e plea.sed to state — 

(i) w’hether it is a fact that the Indian Jute Mills have fixed their 

* 

purchase prices of raw jute at R.>.19, IFs.lT and Rs.lJ per 
maund for top, middle and bottom qualitie.s of jute, resi)ectively ; 
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(ii) whether those prices were fixed in order to euubje the jute mills 
to supply a big order for hessian from the United States Govern- 
ment at a price of Rs.26 per 100 yards; 

(til) whether the rrovincial Government have appioved of the fixation 
of thos^ prices; 

(iv) if so, while approving of the prices, was any consideration given 
to the fact tliat only 23 seers of raw jute is required tor inane 
factiiring 100 yards of hessian; and 

(r) while considering the (juestion of fixation of the prii^es of raw jute, 
was any^ consideration given to the relation between the prices 
of raw jute and those of paddy ami other essential articles of 
living ? 

(h) Will the Ilon’ble Minister be jileased to state — 

(?) what prices have been proposed to be jiaid to the jute growers; 
and 

(??) what ste]>s have been o! are jiroposed to he taken to iMisure the 
paMiienl of tlic pniposcd pi ices to the jute groweisl*' 

(r) Will the lion hie Minister lie tuitliei pleased to state ^^hcther tlio 
Government have heeii consideiing the (|iiestion of having the entire jutt? 
crop from the jute growers at economic ptiies ami oi sujipiving the same 
to the mills? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 
Shahabuddln) : (a) (n and <??> Yes. 

( ill ) The Provincial (lovernment wcmc not consulted before these pi ices 
were fixed. 

(ir) and (r) Do not arise. 

(b) (i) No propo.siil has lieen made with regard to the prices to Im* paid 
to the jute growers. 

(??) Does not arise. 

(c) No. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the llon'lilc Minister he pleased 
to state whether Government can interfcTc witli the arrangmnents arrived at 
by the Indian- Jute Mills’ Association? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: No; it is their private airangernent. The 
arrangement has been made between the iiiills )>y the Indian Jute 
Mills’ Association. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a) (ir) and (?;), 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether in the light of a proper 
costing of hessian manufacture and also the current conim/idity prices 
Government did not feel that the prices fixed by the Indian Jute Mills^ 
Association are extremely inadequate? 
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Mfi 8YE0 ABDUL MAJIDs Government feels so and as a matter of fact 
Government represented to them that a higher price of jute is justified 
because of the abnormal rise in the prices of other commodities. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the demand made by 
the Hon’ble Minister, does the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of 
fixing a minimum price of jute immediately? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Government do not consider it practicable 
at the present moment. 

Mftuivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: In view of the cjaswer given by the 
honourable member that Government consider the fixation of a higher ]»rice 
necessary, will he be pleased to say whether Government has suggeste»l a 
higher price for jute? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Yes. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: A\ hat is the amount siiggeste<1 r* 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: No amount was suggested; the price tliat 
has been fixed by the Indian Jute Mills’ Association was considered to be 
inadequate and Government wsuggested that a higher price should be fixed 
commensurate with the prevailing high prices of other commodities. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be jileased to 
state if it is within the competence of Government lo stoj) monoj>olist contml 
of jute jirices against the interests of the jute-grovers of the jiroviiK'e? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is for the Sjieakci to decide and 
not for the honourable member. With refereiK'c to answer (f/) (tii) that 
Government was not consulted beforehand and also that the question does not 
arise, ni,> specific question has been whether the Government of Bengal is 
competent to stop any monopolistic commercial organisation from pressing 
down the prices of jute in this province against th(‘ interests of the growers 
of Bengal. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: 1 have understood your question, but \ou are asking 
for an opinion as to the competency of the Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir, for the answer juevious to this 
wi^s that iliis was a private arrangement with which Government could not 
interfere. There^ljore this question follows, otherwise I would not have 
done it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It may follow but after all it is a que.stion of legal 
opinion — the competency of the Bengal (iovtunment in regard to interference 
with monopoly. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : Has the Government of Bengal taken 
competent legal advice to see how the attempt of the Jute Mills’ Association 
to press down the prices of jute against the interests of the jute-growers 
could be averted? 
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Mr. SYED ABOUL MAJID: lu their opinion thu question of taking 
legal opinion is not necessary. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What action has the Government of 
Bengal taken to th\tart or prevent the attempt of certain mono^iolistic trading 
organisations from playing mischief with the unhappy jute-growers of the 
province? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: They have written to the Indian dute Mills’ 
Association. 

Mr. A. F. STAftK: Will the Hon’ble Minister he [ileased to state if 
Government were informed, if not consulted, by the Indian Jute Mills’ 
Association of their intention to fix the prices? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: They were informed at a later stage. 
After the prices were fixed, they were informed. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Is It a fact that these prices were fixed in view of an 
order from the United States Government? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Thai question has been answered. 

Mr. A. F, 8TARK: Is it a fact that if the prices were inereased, they 
would not be able to fulfil this order? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: How can Government say that? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: It is not possible for G()v<‘rnment to say 
that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will Government be pleased to state if 
it is a fact or if it has eome to their notice that the Secretary of the Indian 
Jute Mills’ Association (‘irculated a letter to the meirihers of the Jute Mills’ 
Association — Indians as well as Kiiropeuus--iii which he specifically mention- 
ed that they hud no consultation with the Government of Bengal and they 
had come the i]crisi(m after having discussed the matter with them? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: We are not aware oi that circular and tliis 
allegation is false and has no foundation. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the llon’hle Minister be 
pleased to tell us when the Jute Mills’ Association has been written to and 
if any reply has been received? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: I ask for notice. 

• 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the IJonJde Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the original proposal of the Indian Jute Mills’ 
Association was to fix the minimum prices at, on an average, two rupeeu 
lower than the present figures of 14, IT and 10 and that it was after consulta- 
tion with the Government of Bengal repre.sentatives that the* prices were 
laieed !o lis. 14, 17 and 19? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: That is not a fact. 


5 
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Mri SPEAKERS He has already given the reply that at the time of the 
hxation the GovernmeDt of Bengal were not consulted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question was that it may be that 
at the actual time of fixation the Government of Bengahdid not give their 
actual approval, but my question was whether either before or in the course 
of this fixation the Government of Bengal was at any stage consulted and the 
actual figures were arrived at after consultation with the Government of 
Bengal. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: No, they w’ere never consulted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister state 
the reasons why Government do not consider the desirability of fixing the 
niiriiinuni price*? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: I have already replied that they do in)t 
consider it iiracticable in view of certain other circumstances. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: What are those other circumstances? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: There are many questions that require 
consideration — grading of jute, warehouses and all these things have got to 
be arranged for before any minimum prices can be fixed. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is Government aware that the present 
ruling pri(!es for jute in the mufassal are very much lower even on the parity 
of the fixed prices of Rs. 14, 17 and 19 that were determined by the Jute 
Mills’ Association. 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Yes, Government are aware and it is about 
Ks. Id, i.e., Re. d or 4 lower than the fixed price. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that one of the potent fatitors 
for this redui'tion in the prices is the closing <lown ol the ]ute mills for some 
time on the alleged plea of want of coal? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will Government please state what steps 
they have taken to see that even the minimum prices recognised by the Jute 
Mills’ Association are provided and given to the jute-growers of Bengal in 
the mufassal? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: Government, of course, is trying but there 
are other factors which are responsible for this state of affairs. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: “other 

factors” European Association^^ (?T^ other factors ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will Government be pleased to -.tate if 
they are aware that recommendations have been made by the Indian Central 
Jute Committee sitting in this province demanding that the procedure adopted 
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bj the Indian Jute Mills be scrapped and requestinf^ the Oovernment of 
India as well aa the Government of Ben^ral to take necessarj^ steps to see that 
reasonable prices may be assured to the jute-growers? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAillD: Yes, that is so. 

Or. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: What action has been taken on the reso- 
lution of the Indian Central Jute Committee forwarded to the Government 
of Bengal at least if not to th^ Government of India as w'ell? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: That is for the Central Government. Wo 
liave got nothing to do with that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Will Government please state if any 
reiu’esentation has been made by the present Government of Bengal to the 
Government of India to move tliein to lak(‘ necessary slops as per the resolution 
01 reeomnnmdation of the Indian Central Jute Committee? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: In thei r own way they have mutle iheir 
rejiresentation. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: When was the representation made? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: In the first part of September last. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What was the repl> received? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: No reply has been received, hut it has been 
decided that there would be further discussion at the end of October next. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: After the jute is sold out! 

Mauivi AHMED ALI MRIDHA: Will the Eon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if Government contemplate taking an> effective definite step.s to 
compel the Association to raise prices of jule for the benefit of agriculturists? 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: It is beyond the power of Government to 
take any effective measure to compel the Jute Mills’ Association. It can b- 
done only by mutual agreement, 

Mauivi MUHAMMAD I8RAIL: Will the Government be pleased to state 
what steps do they propose to take in order to raise the pr^ce of raw jute 
beyond the price fixed by the Jute Mills’ Association before jute passes from 
the hands of the jute-growers? * • 

Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: That question does not arise. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am afraid that que.stion is relevant. It is a question 
about the fixation of a certain price, and his question is whether Government 
propose to take any action. 


Mr. SYED ABDUL MAJID: The market price is already lower. 
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UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Bengad Sarvioes (Revision ol) Leave Rules, 1934. 

24. Maulvi ABDUL HAKIM*: (fi) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Education Department aware that — 

. (t) the Bengal Serv'ices (Revision of) Leave Rules, 1934, has curtailed 
the provision of leave admissible under the Fundamental Leave 
Rules ; 

(ti) there is a feeling amongst the officers of the Vacation Department 
over this matter; and 

(lii) there is no provision for leave on full average pay even on medical 
grounds ? 

(h) If the answer to (a) {in) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he proix>se9 to take in the matter? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): (a) Yes. 

(6) I shall examine the question. 

Family allowanoe of certain security prisoner. 

25. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL; {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home (Jails) Department be please4i to state whether it is a 
fact that — 

(i) Babii Giriudra Kumar Bose Keogv' was arrested on the 15th Septem- 
ber, 1940, and now detained in MidiiU])orc ('entral Jail; and 

ni) he has been granted a family allowance of Rs.35 per month not from 
his date of arrest but from the Ist Apiil, 1942? 

(6) If the answer to (a) (iil is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of granting him the allowance from the date of 
his arrest as is done in case of other pnsoners? 

(c) Is it a fact that — 

(i) the said prisoner applied on IQth April, 1943, 26th May, 1943, 
and -I9th June, 1943, for increasing the amount of aUowance per 
month due to war condition and abnormal rise of prices of food- 
stuJfs and other necessaries of life; and 

(ti) his wife has also applied for increasing the allowance ? 

{(1) If the answer to {c) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of increasing the allowance? 

(e) Is it a fact that — ^ 

(i) the wife of the said prisoner has not been getting the allowance 
granted from Marob, 1943; and 
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(u) the said prisoner applied on the 29th April, 1943 and 14th Jnnt, 
1943, for the same ? 

(f) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state what steps he 
is jvroposing to tab© for the regular payment of the allowance? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a), {r) and (r) Yes. 

(h) No. 

(d) The allowance has been enhanced to Rs.50 per month with effect from 
the Ist April, 1943. * 

(/) Necessary funds have since betm allotted to the District Magistrate. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From answers in) and ih) it appears that 
some security prisoners are granted allowances with effect from the date of 
their release while others are not. Will the (lovernnient he pleased to state 
what is the reason of this invidious distinction? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: So tar as this S(*curity prisoner is 
concerned, it was found that he hud an income frcun his hhamar and Uiluk 
land, and therefore (government did not think that his family would be 
suffering from his detention. For this reason no family allowance was 
granted to him. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: From the answer just now given do I 
understand the honourable member t(> say that after a little time he lost that 
income? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was suhHeijuently found by (Gov- 
ernment that his family was in distress. Therefore a compassionate family 
allowance of Rs. 35 was sanctioned. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY ; ^ enquiry 

^ ^ C? ^ income Government (71^ (Tit# 

Police Report ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not so. It was found at first 
that he had an income, but subsequently it was found that because of the 
reason that there was no collection, the family was in distress, and, therefore, 
Government sanctioned a compassionate family allow’ance. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: Is it a fai t that there was a declara- 
tion made by Government that the allowance of tho.se security |(»riHoners whose 
allowances were determined froiji April, 1942, w'ill he increased cent, per 
cent. ? * 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The present Ministry adopted a 
liberal policy so far as the allow’ances of these security prisciners are concerned. 
They had decided that the allowances of the seT’urit,\ prisoners sanctioned 
in the previous year would be increased by cent, per cent, and those sanction- 
ed during the present year, i.c., from 1st January up to the time when this 
policy was adopted by the present Ministry, would be increased by 50 per ( (mi. 
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Mr. DHIREMDRA NATH DUTTA: In view of this admission that 
the allowances sanctioned in the previous year would be increased cent, 
per cent., will the Government be pleased to state why this allowance was 
not increased? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. It has been increased after 
the present Ministry came into power. 

Mr. DH I REN DR A NATH DUTTA: The question is about determining 
the amount of allowance. It was the policy of Government that the allow- 
ance would be increased cent, per cent., that is, frona Rs. ^35 to Rs. 70. 
Why this allowance was not increased to Rs. 70? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Government be pleased to 
state why April, 1942, was selected as the date from which the allowance 
would be granted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The allowance was granted from 
May, but on a representation being made, Government thought fit to give 
effect to it from the beginning of the financial year. 

Mr. GHARU CHANDRA ROY: proper 

enquiry ^ 5”’^ 

prisoner ^ ^ ^ 

(7T <4? OC\ ^ maintenance (TTS^i ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: No. That is not correct. Govern- 
ment found that hp had not only khavwr land but also taluk land and his 
income ran to several hundreds of rupees. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon ble Minister be 
pleased to state what is the amount of allowance that has been granted? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Rs. dO with effect from the 1st 
February, ]94d, but granted by the ])resent Ministry in July. 

Mr, NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state the number of dependants this security prisoner has got 
to maintain? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: With reference to answer (a) ui) 
to (rr), will the Government be pleased to state if any enquii*} was made 
into the statements made in the question? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Y es, an enquiry was made. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In answer ia^ii) t(» in) Government 
say that they have no information. May 1 know what is the Government's 
source of information as to the income of this gentleman? 
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Khtn Bfthifliir MOHAMMED ALls It was a report from tha District 

Of^cer. 

Mfa DHIRENDRA NATH DATTAs In view of the admission made 
that an enquiry was made, will Government be pleased to state what was 
the result of the enquiry? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It was found that hi^ income was 
much less than Es. 150. It was calculated that liis inc'ome would not be 
more than Rs. 50 to Rs. 60 per month. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will Government be pleased to 
state whether he was the only earning member of the family? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Grant of allouranoa to Dr. 8. N. Choudhufy’i family. 

28. Mir, P. BANERJEE: (n) Is the Hou'ble Minister in charge of the 
Home (Political) Department AP^are that — 

(i) Dr. S. N. Chowdhury, b.sc., has been intenieil at Suchiyn, post 
office Barama, district Chittagong, from the 2r)th Octolwr, 1942, 
under rule 2G of the Defence of India Rules; 

(tt) he was the Principal of the Homeopathic College at t!hitt4igong 
and had an income of Rs.lhO i)er mouth; 

(lit) he is the only earning memlwr in the family consisting of 9 members 
including an aged father of 80 years; 

(tv) he has to defray the educational ex[)enses of one In>v studying 
in the 4th year class B.A. in the Ashutosh College, (ffiittagorig; 

(v) he has to pay the premium on a life insurance of Rs.2,000; 

(vi) his income lieing totally stoj»j>ed, the family is starving; and 

(vii) a petition was sent by the wife of the detenu to the Goverumeut for 

allowance ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state whether any action has been taken for granting any 
allowance? 

(c) If not, why not? 

MINI8TER in charge of the HOME (POLITICAL) DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir Nazimuddin): (a) m An order ha^ b(‘^^n pa.sscd by the 
District Magistrate, Cliittagong, n^itricting llic movements of one 
Babu Sachi Mohan Cffiowdhury of village Siichiva, post office Barama, di.strict 
Chittagong. 

(it) to (ri) I have no information. 

(vii)' His wife applied for an allowance. 

(5)^An allowance has lieen gi anted to him. 

<c) Does not arise. 
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Point of order. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. May I 
enquire if questions are being held back in your office? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: No. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: But my information is that at least 
one question from the Revenue Department was sent to this office about 
four days ago, and I do not know it it is in transmission somewhere, 
(tovernment is being pestered due to large accumulation ot questions. 
Attempts should be made to give more questions io this office. The 
Assembly Dc[)artment is being pressed that they sliould place all the questicuis 
that they get before the House. We have got plenty of time at our disposal 
for questions, and we particularly request you to set that no question is 
held back in this office. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: I may add one or iwo sentences. I 
sent noti(‘eH of several questions tor reply, during the last session and the 
session before last. Those (piestions remain unrejilied as yet, not to speak 
of questions given mitice ot in this session. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Tliat is another point. Dr. Sanyal\ point is quite 
different. ])r. Sanyal insists that (luestioiis already answered by (Govern- 
ment, namely, questions of which answers have been sent to the Assembly 
Department may not be (bdayeil. iDr. N \i.i.n vksh.a S\nyvi. : Yes.) I 
assure you that 1 sliall carefully look int(» the matter and .see that no answ^*r 
is delayed in the Assembly Department. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL ■ Delay is one thing and this is another. 
1 submit, Sir, that all questions received in this office up to date or the 
]»revious day should be placed before the Hou.se. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It may not be possible to place questions received up 
to the previous day, because they have got to he printed and sent hack. 
But everything possible to expedite the matter will be done. This much 
1 can assure you. As regards tl>e othei’ inattei” that is a bigger question 
and T shall look into it later on. 

Disappearance of rice from markets. 

Mr. KiRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Before \ou begin the proceedings of the 
House, Sir, may 1 have your leave to draw the attention of the House and 
also the attention of (xovernment to the terrible situation which has arisen 
in the jirovinco, parti(“ularlv in the rural areas because of the complete 
disappearance of rice from the markets? 

Mr. Speaker, 1 do not want to enter into controversies as to the reasons 
for this disap]>earance : nor do I want to make a speech. But I suppose it 
is universally admitted that the situation has become desj>erate because of 
this disappearance of foodstuff'. I have received numerous telegrams and 
I am sure the members on both sides of the House have received telegrams 
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from their constituencies describing the situation specially in the Tillagee. 
I wish, Sir, to request the Hon’ble Chief Minister — I am sorry the Hon^ble 
Minister for Civil Supplies is not here and he has not been attending the 
session regularly — I wish. Sir, to request the Hon'ble Chief Minister to 
ndake a statement, on behalf of Government taking us into confidence and 
telling us what steps Government have taken to ensure the supply of rice 
in the markets; and if steps have not been taken, why no steps have been 
taken and what steps they intend taking in the immediate future. I am 
sure they can make a statement today, but if they want a little time T won’t 
object to that. There can be no objection to wait till tomorrow. I feel, 
and I am sure ever^ member on this side of the House at least feels that in 
the absence of an assurance as regards food supply and when death rates 
are mounting up the whole proceedings of this House, the debates, the 
speeches have liecome absolutely unreal. I do not mean any disrespect to 
you or to the House but the whole thing seems to me and to ray friends on 
this side of the House as farcical. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Either give us fof>d or gel out. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Sir 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Attent ion has been drawn to the serious situation 
caused by the disappearance of rice from the market. Everybody will admit 
that it is a very serious thing. So, I do not think we can at this stage allow 
a discussion on it. You will have ample opportunities later to discuss it. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERdEE: I just want to draw the attention 
of the Hon’ble (’hief Minister to the names of places 

• 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: On a point of order, >Sir. This is not tho 
way how a subject c^an be brought before the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. You cannot waste the time of tho 
House. This is a matter which is so serious 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Not to them! 

Mr. SPEAKER: Serious to everybody, and 1 think the Leader •f the 
House will not say that it is not serious. If he does that is a different 
thing. But T cannot allow a discussion on this subject. That is the real 
point at issue and you will remember that, Dr. Mookerjee, If you just 
want to cite any particular instance I may allow you but if you want to- 
raise a discussion I (;annot allow if. 

Or. SYAMAPRA8AO MOOKERJEE: I :iTn not to aim-usH it, 

Sir. 

The Hon’ble Kheraja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On a })oint of order, Sir. 
The correct Parliamentary procedure is that if there is an important 
question which the Leader of the Opposition wishes to bring before the 
House at a time when it has not been provided in the agenda common 
courU^iy demand that Government should be notified and then the thing is 
brought up. But I find Sir, that Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy has been allowed 
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to fBftke a statement on a subject which has not been in the agenda. 
Government had not been informed that either the Leader of the Opposition 
or the Deputy Leader of the Opposition wanted to make a statement. If 
they had done so then the Minister for Civil Supplies would have been here 
«nd he would have been ready to make a statement or give a reply. I do 
not think, Sir, beyond the statement of Mr. Kiran Sankar Roy you can allow 
any other statement. As for Government reply, I hope, Sir, we will be 
able to make a statement tomorrow after question tijne. 

Or« SYAMAPRASAD MOOKEIId£€: I am not saying that the reply 
ahoiuld be given today. • 

MPi speaker* Sir Nazimuddin rose on a point of order. He said 
in the first place that it would have been fair to the Government (A voice ; 
to the House), also to the House, though it is not strictly a question for the 
House, if the Leader of the House had been previously notified. The next 
point that he has asked me to rule is that no discussion should be allowed 
or that nobody else should be allowed to make any statement. Strictly 
speaking a matter of this descrijition ought to be brought to the notice 
of the House only by the Leader of the Opposition. That is the proper 
procedure as far as I know. Unfortunately the Leader of the Opposition is 
not here and that is why Mr. Hoy made the statement. 

DPt NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: There are several leaders of Opposition. 

MPi 1IOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Several opposition groups. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Mookerjee, what is the thing you want to say? I 
am not going to allow you to make any long statement. If you have got 
-an instance or two to cite I shall allow you. Please say what y{»u have to 
say in two or three sentences. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: What 1 wanted to sa> is this. 
During the last 3 days I have received telegrams from the following places : 
Pirojpur, Ilrahmanbaria, Madaripiir, Khulna, Narsingdhi, Baira, Hossain- 
pur, Narail, Nilphaniari, Barisal, Manickganj, Phandpur, Ghatal and from 
several other places. The report has tome that no rice is available and 
there is terrible suffering. Now these telegrams are from non-official 
persons and organisations. We have had occasions to a})proaoli several 
District and Subdivisioual Officers during the last few days enquiring where 
relief work should he started within their respective jurisdiction and the 
invariable reply we have received 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN; From officials? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The first part is enough for this purpose. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: The second part is that it is 
■confirmed by the replies that we have been receiving which state that relief 
is important, relief is necessary, non-official efforts will ])e greatly 
•appreciated hut no fcxKlgraiiis are available locally. That is a fa('1 to'vrhicb 
I would like to draw the attention of the Hon’ble Chief Minister. 
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The HfM'ble Kbwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I am ver>' aorry, Sir, that 
at ter your ruling you have allowed the honourable member to make a 
statement. 


Mr. SPEAKER: 1 am sorry 1 allowed Dr. Mookerjee ti» make a 
statement containing two parts. The first part is that rice is not avilable. 
The other part is about the difficulty of non-official organisations to give 
relief on account of the non-availability of rice. I do not think there was 
anything wrong. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

• 2S-~Jails and Convict Scttlamcnti. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Re. 56,74,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “28 — .Tails and Convict Settle- 
ments”. 

Mr. SPEAKER: llefore I take up the cut motions I have got to tell 
you, gentlemen, one thing, ft aj>pears to me that speeches have been 
incorporated in the tut motions. Thi|< i.s rather unusual. The real cut 
motion is this, that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100 and you state certain 
things only to give an ifidication a.'^ to the lines on which you want to 
speak. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I think it would he better if you 
simply move that the demand be redu<‘etl by Hs. 100 to raise a discussion 
about (taking the case of Mr Dhirendra Nath Datta s ujotion) first, the 
failure of (lovernment to relea.se political security prisoners, etc. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Before you give >our ruling 1 would 
like tc .submit this. We knew that the time at our disposal this time was 
very short and in order to minimise your trouble and alsc) the trouble of 
the members 1 as whip of the partv actually advised members belonging to 
my group to give notice of their cut motions in a manner that if time was 
not availatiie they should just get up and .say that “1 move the motion stand- 
ing ill m\ name”. This is only to help you and the Assembly Department. 
Tliat was why I wanted to have the motions placeil before the House which 
would be self-explanatory. 

Mr. SPEAKER: At the .same time J mu.st say that this is not the way 
in which the cut motion.s should be moved. 

Mr. OHIRENORA NATH OATTA: Mr. Speaker, SiV. I beg to move 
that the demand of Rs. under the heofl “28 — .Iwils and Convict 

Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion with a view to rai.se a diseussion about matters 
referred to in item 7 (//) to (/), namely — 

(a) the failure of the (Toverument to release jwditical security prisoners 
* generally and continued detention of such prisoners under rule 
26 of the Defence of India Riile.s although the application thereof 
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in a number of cases had been declared to be illegal and ultra 
vires by the High Court of Calcutta as well as by the Federal 
Court of India; 

(b) failure to grant adequate family allowances to all security prisoners 

specially having regard to the abnormal rise in prices of food- 
grains and other necessaries of life; 

(c) the policy of the Government in not granting any allowances to 

the security prisoners who are members of the Bengal Legislative 
Assembly who had other incomes of which they have been 
deprived by their detention in jail without t:cial; 

(d) ) general policy regarding the interview, despatch of letters; 

(e) non-supply of articles, cots, chairs, etc., in many jails to which 

they are entitled; and 

d/) about the failure of the Government to release the political prisoners 
convicted under the Defence of India Rules by the Special 
Magistrate under the Special Courts Ordinance which has bet^n 
found to be illegal and ultra vires and the Validating Ordinance 
(Ordinance XIX of f has also l)eeri found not to legalise the 
conviction and sentence. 

I also move that the demand of Rs. oti, 74, ()()() under the head “28 — 
Jails and Convict Settlements” be reduced 1)\ Rs. 100. 

The object of my motion is to raise a discussion about — 

(i) insufficiency of diet supplied to the Division III prisoners; 

(li) inadequacy of clothing of Division III prisoners; 

(m) non-supply of mosquito curtains to them; 

(tr) absence of dining sheds for Division III prisoners in many jails of 
the province; 

(r) crowding of the juisoners in one room contrary to rules of 
accommodation ; 

(vi) inadequate supply of medicine; 

(vii) cruel treatment.^ meted out to them on flimsy pretexts; 

{viii) cruel mode of punishments; 

(t>) non-supply of an.N newspaper to literate Division III prisoners; 

(x) absence of any arrangement for removing the illiteracy of Division 
III piisoners; and 

([srt) system of compelling them to use the same articles for drinking 
as well as for latrine purposes without having any regard to any . 
hygienic principle. 

Sir, both the motions are so worded that they are self-explanatory, but 
I shall speak now on clauses (c) and (/) of motion No, 7. Clause (a) has 
been properly discussed in connection with the adjournment motion. With 
regard to item (h), I would appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the 
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Jails Department through you, Sir, to grant adequate family allowances 
having regard to the present abnormal situation as a result of the abnormal 
rise in the prices of all articles. Sir, the only offence these security prisonere 
have committed their intense love for their country and for that they 
have been detained in prison houses, and justice demands that they should 
be given adequate family allowances. 1 beg to draw the attention of the 
Hon’ble Minister to the recent declaration made by Government that family 
allowances will be raised by cent, per cent, in respect of some prisoners 
whose allowances were determined before April, 1942, and that the allowances 
will be increased bp 50 per cent, with respect to other prisoners. I understand 
that although the allowances have been increased in some cases they were 
not increased in accordance with the declaration made. In one case I know 
that the allowance has been increased from Rs. 35 to Rs. 50; that shows 
that the increase has been far less cent, per cent, increase promised. I 
know also that so far as prisoners in my district are concerned, no increase 
ill allowances has been sanctioned although the present allowances are com- 
pletely inadequate having regard to their number of dependants, to their 
earnings before their detention and also to the present abnormally high 
prices of foodstuffs and other necessaries of life 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALi: On a point of order, Sir. Cut 
motion No. 7 raises certain points which have already been covered by the 
adjournment motion which was discussed only the other day. Rule 39 of 
the Rules of Assembly Procedure says that a motion must not raise a question 
substantially identical with one on which the Assembly has given a decision 
in the same session. Therefore, I submit that motion No. 7 is out of order. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: I submit that clause (a) of motion 
No. 7 relates to the adjournment motion, but the other clauses of that 
motion, namely, (hi, (r), id), (e) and (/) have nc\er l)c('ii discussed in this 
session. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have already said that there is no question of moving 
the whole matter ut all. I have already said that a motion should be moved 
as follows: that the demand be reduced by so and so. I think Mr. Datta 
has done that and he is speaking on his motion. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of order, vSir. I submit 
that clause (a) of the motion should be deleted. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, your ruling, we presume, was that 
in moving a motion the member need not read out the whfole of his motion 
but that he may merely say thlit the demand be reduced by; Rs. 100 to save 
time and procedure; but I presume that you will not disallow the motions 
as they are printed and given notice of being incorporated in the proceedings 
of the Assembly. Otherwise, members will have to take more time to 
elaborate the whole thing and our object will be frustrated. 

M^. 8PEAKER: My indication was that the member concerned may 
simply say this that the demand be reduced by Rs. 100 only to raise a 
discussion about the failure of Government to do something. 
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The Hoii’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: As far as motion No. 7 is 

conceomed 1 should like to know what is the actual wording of the motion 
that is going to be incorporated in the proceedings, as mentioned by 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 

SPCAKER: What is the actual motion, Mr. Datta, that you have 

moved? 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: So far as motion No. 7 is concern- 
ed, I am excluding clause (a) of the motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I want to know from you, Mr. Datta, whether you 
have mentioned clause (a) of the motion or not when you moved it. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In view of the fact that the 
adjournment motion dealing with the same subject as clause (a) has already 
been discussed, I beg to exclude this clause which I have mentioned when 
moving the motion. But so far as clauses (b) to (/) are concerned, I submit 
that they raise important points and should remain. 

Tht Hon'blt Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Now that Mr. Datta has 
withdrawn clause (a) of the motion I want to know, Sir, whether clause (a) 
will go into the proceedings or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: No; it will not form part of the proceedings. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: So far as clause {/) is concerned, 
it raises an important question. Probably the Hon’ble Minister is aware of 
the fact that the Special Courts Ordinance was found to be illegal and 
idtra vtreji by the High Court of Calcutta and the Federal (!ourt of India. 
After the special prerogatives were found to be ulfm vires there was a 
Validating Ordinance of 194b' legalising the convictions and sentences that 
were passed by th^ Special Courts under the Defence of India Rules. This 
Validating Ordinance was also questioned in the Calcutta High Court and 
the Calcutta High Court pronounced the judgment that the Validating 
Ordinance has not legalised the convictions and sentences but it has legalised 
detention in jails. This ruling has been reported in 47 — Calcutta Weekly 
Notes. In view of the fact that the Validating Ordinance has been found 
not to legalise the convictions and sentences, the only course open to Govern- 
ment is to release the prisoners, to set them at liberty and then, if necessary, 
to re-arrest them. I want to draw the attention of Government to this 
ruling and I want to impress it on Government that those prisoners who 
had been convicted by the Special Courts Ordinance should be released at 
once but if Government think that some df them should be kept under 
arrest, they may re-arrest them, but they must be set at liberty at once. 

So far as the other clauses are concerned, I need not deal with them 
in detail. 

With regard to the grievances of Division III prisoners I submit that 
their grievances are many but the time at my disposal is very slnfrt. I 
submit that Government will please see their way to remedy these 
grievances. 
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With these words, Sir, I beg to move both tlie motioas 7 and 8, aii4 
I hope the House will accept them both. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sir, I beg to move that tW 
demand of Rs. 56", 74, 000 for expenditure under the head “!^8 — Jails and 
Convict Settlements’' be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, I move this motion with a view to raising a discussion about — 

(i) the general policy of Government in the matter of administration 
of Jails and Convict Settlements; 

(ti) the failure *of the Government to deal with the jail officers even 
in cases when the attention of the Government is drawn to their 
vagaries ; 

(jii) treatment of ordinary prisoners as well as of security prisoners in 
jails; and 

(u’) the family allowances of the security prisoners. 

Speaker C?3R 

(71^ Ftn, ^ fetft 'S ’Tl^-CWOTT 

TO, TOT? *ftfl I STYX TOf^ 

fiTTT CY3R &Y (71^ 

^ TOY fw f?nr ^artr?] t to^^ot fiv 

fro ^ TO TT OTTO 00 WPR OTTO (TTf^f 77 

(?*fl (TffYTY C^ItTl 77, 71 ^5tC*f7 '^141 *117 71 

477 fY Yt<1^ TOF TO 71 fYf ^ CTO TO^, ^r^;L^ 71^^ 

71 CTOC5^ 4^ ^3 TO I ^tt7T7 Y'T) ^ 77t^ TtTTT ; Yt7«f 

CTtSl ^ TO 15t7 71 TOl TO ^ 7^^777, 71^777 TOt7 TOt^ 1 15tY 41YTO 

77 71, YTOT I YlirftW? ^37Ytf7 YCTTO^ TO7t7 Y^, ^ 77 

77, TOl TO 7tTO7 YtTOl t TtTY TTY amenities of life ^ TOl 

4rY7tC7 I 

^71, 771, CTOn fTTO 7:7 73 Y^T^ 7’Y 71 7tJ7 ^ 

77^ 777 Y7C’3 TO, 7f^ 7t7C77 C7 7iff%Y YTTtTTl C^TTTtTO fTTtW 

TFTC^ ^ C7 4CY7tC7? Y77T I 4^ 775^^ <771^17 CTC^ 7t7CH7 tffe 77JC77 4? 
'S I 77 I 77I TfeT'Q TO^, <yfl^ <1*tf^C77 7C77 7^ TT' S'! CT^ft I 7f^ ^3JQ 

Public opinion TT^ TtTtTT 71 TO5, YtTt'^fTO ’j'tfkT? T^TT ^ C7? I 

YC7 ^ C 7 7 Y71 CY TCY, CY CTO 1 ^ 7f^C77 tffe Tt^T^PT YTTOTI 4TO RC7 
Sck^ I fY^TTtH YC7 f7 I Y77t7 YC7‘?)(.«f7 S<t7 

75? TtTptfe -7^ I YTTyR 7^ Ytft Yfvj^ C<^Y 47; 7T7% 

7^ TTtTOT 7S YtY7"l Y7f^ I 

In^an warderTi 7^ CY7 f77T7 Mji 7f%7t7 7'7 71, '3171 CYl7 CYt7 

CTO7 Jailor 713 ’ItOSR 71 I YC7Y Matriculation 71 Intermediate vt|»f 
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^ Indian warder Jailor ipQm ^ ffjm ^ CTM f?? Deputy 

Jailor I European warder^ 

^ ^ <7r«Jf5f Jailor ^ I 

^ a European warderc?? Jailor ^ rc^ C?r^ (PT?* fTf% 

(TT^ Oar^ colloquial ^ ^ ^ I f^ 

C?'Q^ ?ll ^ ; ^*5n ’^Ft^l ^ I ^ European warder Jailor 

^ »il^ '?ft5’*i ^ I Indian warder?] 

^ C^ «il^ ^ ?r?t? 'SRI • European warder?] 
:)aCK, :)naN i «ijc?? ?r<T ^ i ^fir^? cwc^ 

B.c.s. ^ti ?r?i ?f^t^ cs^j^ ccrt? ??r 

European warder Jailor ^c.<^C 5 >/i I European warder 

^sr^ %r ?] I *5j|Mt?feT ?^cw1t5f? ^ <1^ ?r <$ t ? ?y ?c ? o? i ?r^ , 

I ?»3f% i^Wr Jailor 

TOl ?T? ^t??r? PtDTC^ I ?t?eTTD (i) ?tfVr Superintendentvij? s 

C^ I -^Ni CWft? Superintendent. Graduate ^ Matri- 
culation v|t»f fV?l I Press^? , Jail Code^ij? tk^ 

^f?5? C^, OTR? f?^ WtR^ ^ 1 ?^t^, ^7?n 

^■C?? CiS^ 0Sr5j1?^<1 I ?f»r ^rj;;? 

=Tf*fl ^Pn^t? 0^tl?r Su])erintendentf^f? ?r^ I Superintendent iS^ZTTr 

Jailor ? ?TC5f^ ?rc?^R? ^^-f??tT 5 i | '^«i]? '5RR? I Jailor- 

'il? tfv|? #11% '»??! 

W ?C^Tt^?7t? London^i]? B.Sc. %f? ^f??? ??t ^ ' ?R ‘4? 'S'SlTr^ 
?1C'8^<] f^C<? I f%f^ Division IJ ?73r^ 

^1^4 I 'Sf? 3]^ ^ ?^ 4?Tfts I Jailor 

^ ?5't**f?C4 Cbl^ ?1 ?t^ 

f?r3r?r rmtUFf ^ ^ Jailor 

^tfC^ C'5tf8 f%^5Pn C^ Division II TO! C^fg ? r ?^1? 

4TC^:? I (TT Division II^? tfl^lT ?? fwft? ^^tR] #:?r (TfvQ?| , 

Jailor 5?^ C'^tfi (7R l” fes3l?l 

^PT tfl^ ^ fV ^rC4? <iir^ Jailor CWZ^ ^ S<t? 5Tff#(:? 

I c^rpT 4T?r c^ff^ PfC'i'i '^’4* ^ ?t^ic^ ?l^tr5 ctef 

Ptc? Punishment Celltij I ?Br?? ^ ijpg? ^vf] Jailor c??? 

JTWmB ^ I The Bengal Jail Code, 6th Edition, c^ ?5Tf^ 

Section 266 states inter dliay ‘ The Jailor shall note every breach of Jail 
rules in the prisoner’s history ticket and shall bring the offender before the 
Superintendent, but is strictly prohibited from punishing any prisone”. 
?Pr?? ’TTTi section 206 Subordinate officers who commit any of 



1943.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


79 


ihe following offences shall ordinarily be punished by dismissal or in serious 
cases when there is sufficient evidence to obtain conviction shall be prosecuted 

under section 54(1) of Act IX of 1894 : — 

• • ♦ • • 

(3) Striking a prisoner, except in self-defence or to suppress an outbreak 
or unlawfully punishing any prisoner. 

^ petition form 

; ’3) ^ ^ I Suporintendentc^ Superin- 
tendent Rr remission f Inspector-General 

^r^R. 9f^ ^ ^ ‘ 

I- G.^ 

irR^ I.-G.^ I Jailor (TT^f^ r^^rs I.-G.i rrTTS 

^ ^ 1 Board 

of Visitors ward PfCH Superintendent 

firvfii ^icTHR — Security Prisoners. Security PrisonersOT ^HTT 

Board of Visitorsifi ^ I ^ '^SPTfT 

4U5 R \ ftfVSflrf Pdf^ Division II ^ 

Jailor ^niR 7^5 PfPR> ^PPt ^?n:?R I Superintendent 

C^^5tf§^ (R^‘4f OSHF ’^Rl C5Cil fWpR&] ^fRlFRll I 

m? pR Jailor mV^ >r^“f5Jf *rR 

>^35^ 'TCTT 

C![^lr5 ?It^t?r? Tir^irr^ i 

Division I ^^’3 II ^^^*3 ID VC?lf5 I Dr. Profulla Chandra Ghosh 

/i t cce THf isrS'R— ^ trying 

Magistrate ^PRslil Reception Committoeij OTTRIR iF'QOT 

illiterate declare TO Division III TO Rc«R I 
I TO^PT M.A.. <4W^ Division III ^ 

^ I ^55f;5r5 cnR M.A., Division III i CiJ 105^14 ^ 

M.A., k^tlWTS '3 M.A.. tfR ^ B.E.S.iS cTO^ R'i’ ^^C9r 

C^ftUPJlft 3Fl^ I P5ft 5111 ^ ^ Division 

III 5f!n 5RI 

yR i ewe^ qroi^ ^orr^ tn*^ i 

cm^ ^ CTOif rwotft 'Q 

Tsrs 5^ I I-G. ^ ^.PT I 5ctt"ft^ 

Division III 5^ 1 

IR iR] «r-T>, wft oo-operators TO! 

I co-operators Jl PRR’I^®! ^Scri^l 

^ 3T^ «rfPl C4CR5T I , . 

6 
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I ?rf^ I 3Ff^tr^ 5a (TTTo 

^ C 5 t:^ ^ fkm r?r i ^5 ^ftrs ' 3 ^tr 5 ^ 

5^’® ‘4r^ I Rf *5^ 5rk5, 

’PFOT^ I ^ feOR v5t^ f^Sehl ^F?^ “C3R?n TCT 

c*fa ^ ?” 5^ <0 ^ h (?^i ^TtTs^ 

i3C«t fe >Rtt 's «n- gc‘=f R’s r r^ ?’' 

3 C^UtTin ^‘lf% R I C^'''i^^ 1 05^ 

W3rw^ uPm ^^ui R?r c,r^ -ii^* n^.sF ^ 

I ^3rf«^ Jailor^ ^"Rl QSf’I f?C15^ 

’^n r ^5 r5i ^ ‘3^ti!:5^ :5 >m: ’s^c5?r c?itr^ < 1 ]^ 

fk^< ^ R I fk^^ T5 ^Pt ^dJt^^nrn 3 Tf1»f -irtrt 

I Jailor '^-.fi xC?l>j ^*i ‘^ti5i<i7',ri (^'n-'?r*Tl '3<I15 i<i -iK^ 

'3^t^ ^ ^3^ 

<3 5t5q 5% Seperintendent'ij^ ^URtfR fkr ^ Pir.^ 

'GVtr®^ Division III '^‘4’’'i‘'i 5 ''cer,#( ( ']i'-:j;i<i r.n’^l t-crj 

3T^ 53r ’CTI f%f^ Division I. r^\^ sTtlU ^C3 CMtftl^ to- 

fStOR, ‘il’^R f^fk<^ I Jailor r&c'b “Your men are 

Infusing to be counted. 1 am goin^ to them. " 

>rfH '3^ C^«(, fV| r'.ir?OtM jailor^^r 

’^ROR I 

'^rti >TOnT 'S^lc6< •sRi ^ 

55tto -ftfii^ fife's 5p^*R 5^1^ f% ^rrte 3R 

f5|rw f%7T^t' fkr R. 'sta^ 5^^ ryfP wy}4 •'n tc't. '3 ?fTfe 

tit^^TTrS ^.^1 (Shame, shame.) ^'5‘'Rf^ RtTt'lt^TTR 

ton to ^ I ^3^ ir7?q ftr^sRT 

“What’s the matter?” 5^^ kTOt<7*RtvT ^f'n:*5 ftpT 

<r?rMtft I fiPT C'\U^ Jailor ^nte CbT^ <U\ Vf7(: vR,’ 

€R S’I? ^ 5TtR 5^ I TO TrU^r SIR fik® ^tFiRT ^smR 

'srfk^ c.^lC'=i i •iH’^ o^f% 

^ (?T^ 7*5 I 

Jailor tof^ TTia. ^*1 9®rfeU5 C^ ^•«R’3 

^FOR R I csiti^ ^ §^i?? f% kk5 ^3 WR3 ^ I Rj pri Ji 

^ I 8 TS 

n^ I ^ Superintendentii^f TOt<^ tTl’^"^ 1 Jailor 

^ ^ I *^rT 

JftapR ‘*Su|>ermi«id6nt ^cTC^ <3^ Rf urgent 3»Tt*1R ? ^ ?toj. f%R 
air^ iit?r(?R I ^ toT' 
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(TT. Superintendent ^ 

^affynr ^ r wp^v^ 4C5 >r!pi ^ttr^ i c^ ^ 

im ^ I ^1 ^ ^\\0 

»r!p Q ^ ^ I ^ tV Wtn Superint.<*ndentJ)9 

•rcf 0^«n ^ ”8k WT f Superintendent I . 

Joilorvi]? ♦CT 'S?'T^ ’rrPF> ^ "5 force »*e ♦ft’nw? 

I Jailor nj fw ^^5 ^ fet »)1 i 

Jaal Code ftif^ fTF^r'f^vT fh ^frs i ^’inr 

i ^n '^jpj I vr^T. 

^ ^ ^1 I eff^cn»f''7i 5p;Tt^ Tfipi Additional District Magistrate ii?r 

¥tc=T C'M I ^ c*»r^ ^W'5Tf^ ’TTr^H'i]?) <it^^ 

5^ I T5r^ T^1’*rhT, *^^1 ^I) 5t^5^ '^1 WVif 

I fVi ci]^ srivTi Qf% cm^ c*ar?i4r*ir^ f% ^ Bsir? i 

'3|tC"''f^t‘^ I. M. S, officersiin f^.’il'3 ^1^ C^i1^ r^'’!lC^ I 

0^ osr?i^fT^5sf% ^.‘?:»nJFrt'5tfr^ ’Ht=T ^nit^ i 

^ f% 31^ ^ S =TJTFt^ ^ I 

vpt\''\ 3rt^ \3t^ T^i, 3p»f 3i»»f i ^ 

’3f?'n 'st^ 5"^ '4^.T<p?i , ’3t7.^ I TT3nt5t^ ^Iwi 

ftei, ^ ^ 3f) I ’5f^ cy5T4t3TtQf%r^ n^K*^f n*r»ft<rjtt^ttt^i 

C5^ I 0^“| f:V^t3Tt ^tWtiT TH! 4DT 

C^iS^ t'C^^ I C^PyPi •ft^T'T 'S ’IT®! 

(T?^ Tintr? ^ o^-Ti I ^spr5t?i 'ii^ 3pi'ii, ii’rt 

3n 'St^i ^ 3n I rtJT^TtTT?! p!tT?n. 

^vft^ ^ fu?:;y Ci^Ti I ije ryffF.T ■!TrPl''p 

^Pfji cMm <7rHl ‘ 

C^‘|H C^ '3 ^3rft|t=T C®!?! *-M.S. offi(jer 

C^t’ I S^?r {.WZ <iP ( ®3;n Medical Officer '«iRM 1 ^ ^’^HUfPS 

I CWtW iT^ 

<lto ®f^ I ^TH^ ^ brilliant Graduate Security Prwoner 

^mm ^ f^l "SB ^'4^ Medical. Officer^^ 

^w rsi officerCf TfRl, 

qt4> ?|W<f firni ^ “ About turn, face the wall and then talk. ” 

!jt|9 R? 0®^ fl^ N. K. Basils pn:^.1 ?fOT vil^r 

^ ^‘ftfr.fe (TT ¥^ C5fC^ I ^ 5# mM ’SI 

fw ^ ^ ^ J|«4J 5Xir 

^ ^1 
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^ ^ ^:ripr cm^B.A., L.L.B. Becurity ^ 

^£j^* Medical Officerii]=T 

I *ilT^ ^ I Medical 

Officer 0^ ^ ^ <t?hn ^ c?^rc5R ^ i f%f^ ^ ^:?r 

5nfl 

Medical College^ Tl I (yfX^ proper diagnoeis '3 treatment- 

^'s\^ 1?'^, fV^ (7T ^n i f5f%<^7n 

in I ’TtTR? 5*’^ ^ I f^Pf T ^cj ' « ? 'arw? Iung8i4 

ftj (TT^*, heart.i]^ cardiogram 3F^t^ 2f I Medical Officer ^t?R, 

X-ray T ^ 'aRTT^ ^ MR I ^ 

Villen immediately Medical College.!]? indoor.!) ®R7 Medibal Officer 

Superintendent^?^ i Superintendentc^F 

I iil^R f??t^ c? C?t*nr^ indoo^^^] ?T^ 

?n TO outdoor!) TOTI I i?TO 8&t? ??? (TTM’Tt^ 

Medical College!)? outdoor!) ^ C-^rcfe taxi !)?f. 

C^t^T ambulance !)?r ?i | Taxi ambulance 

C?C5 (?f''3^1 ^ ^ I SuperintendentC?r C?!T?T I fef? Ptbt ?t^^ 

% 7 r? I <^Iilt«Tb ^ <D ^ ambulance ??, !) ^5 taxi, cer^ 

wr f% TO? 'StUo C? 'ot^n TOi” C? out- 
door!) ^lftt?T? ?7Wt^ '3RT <i)’3 ^5^ stretcher ?57:? OBRf r.'^C^ TOfT^ 

'^tiT I Taxi fro c^ I 5 =?rtf^^ m ’jfly? 

‘®^3r, ?RTf? fFVo v!)?sts ^3 ^r:?t 

C«Rr rr?^!Jtr=T heart fail ?r:'^ ?TT1 C^rr^H I ??T I.B.? censor !)? 

?r^Ti 1 8 ffeS !j?^ 

rr4'3 ^ CTO ^ ^ ^11 TOlf ’IP^' -^IWTOT ^n I 

(7rf»rt N ?m e|t? ^ fr, ^is, 

=Tt^ CTO frr i '®tor ^ ??«t c?m“Y 

TO cw^Mtm TO^tt^sT cf? f%:- 4 T? cTOfc^, cn f^r? 3pJtf%?r 

TOI^ CTO (Tf^?'~They got the shock of their life. 

Security Prisoner^*?? TO ordinary convietc?? f^ 

^1 TO TO ^ I * ^5tc?^ f%3TC^f=^ CTO ?ff^»tCHf? 

^ , i 

cTf.? f^R *frs7i' ’rtv ’.i I ’iRWs, ^rre?^ cisni^ra . 3 R 1 tct i srRfT 

^n3s^f% cjm .rtfipT5!mf(-;r .51 fi-c^ 1 

^tepy=r ^ 'S^R esR TR'tl^sTlR^ T. B, Ward,<l. ifR BTtRR^" iRtf <a^«n 
btRI ’TfR I ordinary convict-:^ T. B. Ward.<i <ttjR 7^1 T. B. Ward^ 

.5r=R RR? Galloping Phthisis case. ^ 5 ^f, ordinary convittiS? T. B. 

I .at? Rt? .a^ttR C«fCR *r<Rt? (R^ .stR RRi'te’? 

*ltlSCT (TTOT ^ 1 . 3^8 laR ’Rl fitfl tra. *l?.5 ^IRf| I <f|^ firaPiT <a^— Jtft 
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Cc?r?F^ T. B. TOI '3C^ T. B. Wardj ^tWi * '«1W JlR 

T. B. TOl? 'IttT 'ciC’f JIt*rR'‘t ^ 'JtW’r tstHF ^ ysf T ’FS 

'FaTtm, T3 'ST^nm ’Tf^'f ^•'^1!^ S^f-I ^ (?f (?{‘W =ttc<. 

^35N Ta T <t»? (»'<fc^'3 ^ !3tPfif stpr ^=n f?i i 


^ I -Itmi %t:i f 5 ff%Sf 515 I ti,|:rtCT!r ?tin > 9 ^; »t[Mm 

af^T jrf*fOT TiPT>?t'i '!TfifCT7 ?l^ crcr .Jic?^ Pnwcw? 

ward>ii lock up ^ rp;^ ,<]^ ^rg , jjg sjwial permiacioa 

I Rra Ipok up 'l^T^rpf CT 4^^ lock up FU >9? ^rWi*l 

warden^ ?r5 f|?t l ^tTI iTTf-T. Cofiir <9!T>'?f ?ff%f?-5» 

lock up,<|5 TO ^r^'-rtrsT ?F'-{vT ^'-fJT JTMdil I ^ 

^ f%, 5T^ ^1 (Tfc? sr?) c'-tTfra * ntwi ■^tiTJ! -sTOi «T?W? 


Jailor ■)! Head Warder,,"^ 9'Wl-i. special permission vipfi JTrSS ^O*"? S*!? 


c] 5X5!? ? 'sT?:^ tff^^ 5Tr i «tC^ fir.l C^I C’F CT? 1 'TO 

Supeimtendent'.^ complain 5Fr^lT!r l to !Tt=I<f=5 5 ^, fjp; ';rr!tt''ttf'T 

^ ^ 1 1 rcvc^, ^^'-y r®^tr.< i <f] Kit'll S'N<tK 

Tff^ TTPr punitive sean^h. Wt 'SfTrt't CJrG?n ^rf^r | 

^5Tr5^ ■j’PT C^?f P*-:?! res contraband fV tt] i 

^1 '■'It^n C^n 5'"^ I »il7>‘rT ^ 

Tjpn nffTitr^^r ^'-^n I ^rtisr^ty i Jailor, 

^ TTf^PTt^ f% <r!fl * 


TPTFm ^ iRii 0? TO '-tw^ 00 «R 

(Tpto r?] <co I ^ ^ 1 w 

"5t^ S«1? b^77?pn !RI I TO 

^5r«fTf^ ?^?*y ^ 1 1 wffsnn -y ^3 am ^ m \ '*?f5 

^fro 1 Ttwfs '3T?n 3 ^Mi ’n 1 

I ^rpT JJ '3t?n 

I ^tWTTi I ^1 mito cw^ 

^ '^ftr^, '51 ^fS’^ ^PftW5 "51 ttW?! f 'SfTSK^ 

^1 'Q «ij^ ^jtfr I ^TPrr5 w^ <ytu5 to, «ifn«rf!Tt?i 

fwoo 5c^, i)f*i ^f?u3 5T7r, Tpj I fVj tv 

Vtfi, ^ TOl I C^^VJ TV VI I rTO cv^* ‘tHl ^ TO 

oKv ^ c^'s TO I ^n?^. m 1 m, ^1 

^ I ;sH^ cv c^s^i tv ^’<11 ni ^ 1 '2n 

vwm I vvim vt^, ^Jv to to^iot? cv 

’ji ci5tcsf v\ OTTO VTT] vw v\\ nmtv to^ ctnvv 

^'tfb’TO Public opinion TO (?TO pFJ C^-*TO I 5ft^, f^. 

?ftr?n, ^Tt^sTO ar^ ^eR«n tn^rri vm c^ istm ewe^f ^mv 
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TOirf I OBITOT »it^ 3 ifl I A 

^ <1tin I ^!pr5l?i cbtc'^ 

Tjvmr ^n (M*w ^17.^ i 

rwuf^ ^ *Tti^ ^ ^ ^ I 

’iTtft 0)^ jpra \3tft Tff^ \5Wi^ ^ (M^ %t^t‘ 

^cvni ini ’®r.5T oq^ c ^ tri/ csR^rif?) c<it^i rfi c^ ? 

ntT^ (yt, nt^ni«l security prisonercit^ 

fwft’I 1 CWr?!^ Head Clerk 717.^5^^ 

ffe ^ I '^tUr^ iSJ^ <jW^, ^ '0^ 1 

falsification of accounts, 5-o^ 5f7^T^ I 

snWPKTi prosecute Su fieri n tender tr.^ ■^[•TC^t^J I r5f^ 

Head Clerks fin 5t^n f^fel ^tUt^ I 'iTtfl-f? CWC^ uf^ 

rrM^ n ^1? I ortr:'! c^ 

5 f? I oq^ f^t^i 5t^ ^ ’t* 13 i^) I 7^^ 

control price ^17^ *0 I if)^OT (control price>i)5^ 

31^5 ^1 C^‘‘i'J '351^ i wfi't 

Additional Jailor n7'7.>itfiii,t’< 'M 'tt^ 

^1(f1 f^j‘ fn ^ 1 Kitchen roniniittee^ (’hairman 

I T^pipr I Control j)rice 31^ ^ 

<t?r^ ^ WTT 1^C5 ^ ^ I control 

price im ^Pn ^ fix^ 3t^ ^rpn 

I ^T) C<z^ ypf^tft Additional Jailor trpf enter 

I ^ <?rK *^^’3 w <4^ ^^CT*! ^ 

‘4T-‘^ proHocuto formal complain 1 

3l%t^f '51 fe!t^ 3rTtf^|d?^ W.5; ^ ^ife ^tziz^ I. G.?r i ‘ii’5?^3 

n 'fr^s ■^p:^ I ufYs: ^^jrt ftj i 

^vhf irtt ^17"^ ^nfur^ fiT/;fe?:-^^T i ^pt 3 '^tf^ 

^ I 3 I y iJCH 'iSCi 3173 3 7T«^ 3f^R3 

n >Kt^ ^ vfm ^ ^^1*11 1 fi^ rMc^, 

3t^ Trfsrt^fe^ =T*fly^ ^^41^ ^^173 51^ y» ?^33t'lT ^<l^‘f 

3R:ir*?1t*f^ ^'<tr3 i f%i ^ ^ i ^ 

yrtjf, y=r^ csprf^ ^ i ‘ 

^Xipr <4 S}^tem ^ ^nftffti:^, -s *ll^ ^9rf3 ^ 3l^y7. 

?!C^ ^T1 I 

Security prisoneryiT ^nrrl^ ^ y ^ I 

y f% 5nr 31 security prisoner ^n ^ I mst^ment 

fiiffipr c’fcs^ tits 3 ^TtOTi w I ^jtu^ 1 
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c^ S^tiT (?mn m ^] I 


m 

^ (yrm ^TBTi ^ ^ wt^T 
frjt? f?C^ Jailor fin:«r OiJrf^ 


“Oh, you were in much difficulty. How could you manage to lie on that iron 
<^ot with wide gratings without a mattress. This evening I will send you one 
nM^tress.” mattress ?tOTr I ^ 

c-BflH t|75R 5WC5 I Hair oil, tooth paste ^ (Tf'g^n 

?i. '*tc? ^ ^n, lapse Ptcro i 

^ 3fpftiT ^ ^ Sfil^l inwvftUf^ 

I f»r^ =1 flW 

ou^Ri irjt^ ^ TOrt<R ^TOT^s (?r3^ 

<ii> o^c*t^ 5RT ^ ^yi< TORI 

'vTftOT ^ ^rtftRi ^4T«f ^ 


TO 3rtf:j (TO srtf^ I TO TO (Rt I ^ 

TOR C*N TOR <R fsf^ TO >ii(Tfcnf »ij^ ^T^l- 

^ TO^ ^.>R (Rt''TT TO I ^ 

^ ^T ^vrf5T 3fC5i7T (5C^T'^3T ;^*3TOTO *^WRfR^ — 

A tyrant is never in want of a plwi. 

Mr* SPEAKER: .Mr. D.is, I Uiink tlmf it \v(mi)(1 Ik* IxMier ii you Himply 
say “1 move tin* motion tliat stands in my name”. 

Bahu RADHA NATH DAS: Ves, Sir 


Mr. SPEAKER: There are lour motions siandm^ in your name 
Which aie you <^’oin^ to move!*' 

Babu RADHA NATH DAS: I s}i;ili mo\e all m\ motion.^ togetlnu 
ind make one speech. 

Mr. SPEAKER: V ou need not reail the motions. They will he taken 
is read. 


Babu RADHA NATH DAS: Sir, I he^^ to move that the demand of' 
Us. o(),74.()0() under tlie hea<l “2S — .lails and (’onvict Settlements" he 
'educed hy Ks. lOt). 

I move this moti(m to raise a discussion about the neglect of duty on the 
part of the Government so far as enquiring and looking aAer the proper 
management and administration hf the Alipore Central Jail yegarding the 
following matters* — 

1. General Treatment tn Uonpital i.s veiy jioor and miserable. 

* (a) Calcium gluconate is injected in 2 c.c. doses where the dose# 
ought to he 0 c.c, {b) Death take.-, plare in hospital liefore it 

* is declared to he serious so that sufficient care is not taken for 
the patients thus died, (c) Cases, not properly diagnosed, aye 
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not sent to the Medical College Hospital or any other hospital 
for better diagnosis and l>etter treatment and as a result many 
prisoners die before their diseases are properly diagnosed early, 
and better treated ; as for instance the case of Srijut Madan 
Mohan Joshi and many other may be cited", (d) Quinine was 
not available for a month or so. (e) In spite of recurring blood 
spitting, one Haidar Ali, a division III prisoner, is treated with 
palliative treatment and no step was taken for him for the 
proper diagnosis and better treatment by an expert. (/) Patients 
are treated like prisoners and not as patients, (o) No up to 
date method of treatment is adopted in the 'hospital and patients 
are treated in the old line of treatment, such as, tubercular 
patients are not treated by the modern artificial Pneumothorax 
and modern diathermy treatment. 

2. Accovinuxl^tion \n the Jail Hoxpital--^ 

(1) The present rapacity of the jail hospital is 100 when the number 

of patients goes up to 2h0. 

(2) And witlj the increase ol jail [population at the present 

there has been no necessary increase in the expenditure in 
medicine and medical diet. 

(0) It is seen in many cases that tlic Kjunc patients are admitted in 
jail hospital for fever Ihiiee or even four time.*? a montli- -t]ni> 
in each time he is discharired without being <*ured. 

(t) Ihitients in some cas(‘H though uoi Hi for disehaTgi^ aiu disr-liargei^ 
Irom the hospital for making room foi more seiioiis |)Hliell1^ 

.T Good deal ot dillereiitial treuiment is made in tlii^ hos])ilal hetweiu 
the classified and non-clnssifit'd prisoners, such as security 
[prisojitu's lor their diseases jegarding teeth are treated hy expert 
dentist but in <’ase of other prisoners, though their sutterings 
may he greater, sueh treatment is not available loi- them ; again 
when caleium therapy is required the division TIT prisoners 
generally get calcium chloride injef’tion which is the cheapesr, 
whereas in case of classified prisoners they generally get calcium 
gluconate and never calcium chloride*. 

Almost all of these maladministrations in jail hospital are applicable 
to the Hooghly District Jail and other jails of Bengal. 

4. No proper steps and precautions were taken in the Alipore Gentral 
Jail® during the last air raids in Calcutta. The lights were kept 
lit several nights though the prisoners repeatedly asked the jail 
authorities to put them out. And during times of ui^tual raids 
arrangements should he made for bringing^ down the prisoners 
from the upi)er stories to the ground floors or they should be 
altogether removed from Calcutta specially in those cases who 
want to he removed to safer r.ones. 

I also beg to move (hat the demand of Rs. 5(1, 74. 000 under the bead 
‘2g^~Jails and Convict Settlements" bt» reduced hy Rs. 100. 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


87 


194S.] 

Sir, i move this motion to raise a discussion about the Government’a 
policy and method of manaffement and administration of jails of Bengal 
and the Government should adopt the following measures:— 

1. That the jails should be managed in accordance with the improved 

and advanced rules and methods with which the jails of Europe 
and the United States of America are managed. 

2. That the conditions under which the division 111 prisoners live in 

jails are utterly hopeless ami disastrous, painful and ruinous. 
By the manner and conditions umh'r which they are made to 
live, it js to be admitted that the Government does not want to 
consider them as human beings but beasts. 

3. That the jails should be considered n(>t so much as a place for 

punishing the prisoners but reforming them as much us possible, 
by way of imparting education and technical training in some- 
sort of vocational education. 

4. {i) That lliey should be given better food. (//) They should get 

more interviews with their relaliv<*s and the method of having 
and holding interviews should be improved. And in this matter 
oi interview the case of long term ]>risoners sliould he specially 
considered, (u? ) More letters should he allowed to them to 
write and receive, (/r) The\ should he nl]r)wed to r«‘ad and 
WTite mure than they now get. {r} And the medical treatment 
ot division HI prisoners is very miserable and that should he 
improved and all the division TIT patient prisoners together 
w'ith the otliei division prisoners sliould he eijually treateil by 
tile jail hospital authorities ami (here should he no differential 
treatment with regard to any classified ami mm-elassitied 
prisoners, 

I further )>eg to move that the demand ot Its. uiidei the head 

"28^- Tails ami Convict Settlements'’ he reduced Rs. 100. 

Sir, T move tills motion to raise a disi-ussion about the GovermnenCs 
policy so far as the political prisoiierH are eoneerned with regard to their 
classification. 

rolitical pxisoner.s shouhl be treated all alike, and there should be no- 
classification. They should be made into one class identical witli the Clasa 
I prisoners as exi.sting in the Jail Code now. Tn thi.s connection it may be 
noted that in Madras the political prisoners are recognised as one distinct 
class, styled “The Star Class” and given a dress with a star mark on to 
wear. • 

Further I beg to move tha^ the demand ot Rs. 5(>, 74.000 under the head 
“28 — Jails and Convict Settlements” he reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, 1 move this motion to raise a (H.scu.ssioji about the (government s 
policy of appointing candidate** for filling u]) thf* post ot jailorship in all 
Central Jails in Bengal — 

1. That Government appoints European or Anglo-Indian Warders in' 
place of senior-most Deputy Jailors in the po.sl of Jailorshi}* in* 
the Ontral Jails of Bengal. 
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2. That the OovernmenVs policy should be to appoint the senior-most 
Deputy Jailors in such vacancies and not the European or Anglo- 
Indian Warders who are far below the rank of senior-most Deputy 
Jailor and more and above that (i) those warders are illiterate 
and uneducated, (ii) have no knowledge of adtuinistration ; (iii) 
do not understand vernacular language which is essential in such 
jobs and above that; and (iv) they do not know how to behave 
with gentlemen. 


Lastly, I beg to move that the demand ol Us. o(i, 74,600 uudei the head 
■*‘28 — Jails and Convict Settlements” be reduced b> Us. 100. 

Sir, 1 move this motion to raise a discus.sion about the policy of the 
Government regarding giving allowance to the security prisoners of Bengal. 

First of all. Sir, the jails should l»e considered as a place for retorming 
the criminals and not a place for mainly punishing them for crimes and 
criminal activities. And for the purpose of doing that and bringing home 
that cherished object the prisoners must be impart(‘d with academic j«s widl 
as vocational t^ducation so that the criminals may ( ome out of jails as so 
many good and peacetul cilizims b^> jiassing their days with n g(»od living. 
They must be given lu'tter food, iiioi’e >cope and chances to read and write. 
They must bi* allowed to have more iiitci views with their lelalives and they 
nhould be allowed to receive and write more letters In this matter tin* case 
of long term prisoners should be more carefully and specially considered. 
T’liis should be allowed only lor the purpose of making tliein not to forget 
that they are social lieings. Why!" Because in jails, (piite shut out from 
the s(a’icl\, they, thi' jirisoncr's, art* pi’om* to become nioi’c unsocial The 
more tht‘v ht'corfie unsocial, the more they "ill turn out to be tlangerous to 
■Hocitdy ami worst t\ pe of citiKt‘ns. St), my retjuest to the Ilon'ble Munster 
in charge is that he should luiuutelv ut)te down this suggestit>n ot mine, 
though 1 kno" that he is nt)t at all tjuite so negligent about this matter. 

As rt'gar’tls the metlieal treatment in jail hosjiitals, I like to tlruw the 
attention of the ( joveinmtmt to the taet that in jail hospital> the j)risoner8 
are looked not as palitmls but .so many luisoner'' Sjreeiallv the ease of 
Division III prisoner-.s in jaiK is most pathetic and painful. Tlie\ are not 
properly treated and ])ractieally m» caie is taken ot thi*ir diseases, however 
serious and difficult they may be. 'so m\ suguestion is that in jail bos])italjtf 
there should be no dilTerential treatment ^o tai as the classified and non- 
classifieil priscim'ps are concermal 

In the Hooghly District lail. Sir. what happens eveiy day is the stealing 
of food materials £j*om the ration ot the prisoners. The.se acts of stealing afe 
s'ominitted b\ no less a persrm than the Jail Hospital doctor and the Deputy 
Jj|)ilor, The doctor cviui goes so far as to steal the medical diet of the 
patients of the hospital. In the Alipore Central Jail 1 have seen that butter 
w^as being stolen every day. when I was thpre. by the hfUid clerk of that jail. 
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And, I think, Sir my friend Mr. Haripada Chatterjee, u member of this 
House, has already mentioned^ that faet in the eourse of his spetn'h ttnlay. 
Thieves are beinj? sent to jail for the offence ot committin^r theft hut these 
jail officiials ‘^o unpuiiislied thoujth they commit theft and that even within 
the jail preciuts. 

The treatment meted out U' the patients in the Alipoiv Central -fail and 
the Hoo^^hly District Jail hospitals is so had that it km>ws no hounds. 
Patients in those two hospitals and also in <»ther hospitals of the provini^e 
are not properly treated and their diseases are not carefully and properly 
diagnosed. Due to Uie utter and sheer carelessness and ne“li^»*ence on the 
j)sirt of medical otficei' and the Superintendent of tin* Alipore ('entral Jail 
our moMt e,st(‘emed friend Mr. Matlan (lopal Joshi died before he was pr(>- 
perly treated and his (li^ea^e diagnosed. One very significant malpractice 
that is very (dten noticed and which is rampant in jail hospitals is that thn 
patients are not sent to u<><»d hospitals for their iietfcT treatment au{I better 
and more aciujate diagnosiN ot their diseases. .Old so as u eonst*(jnence 
jriost of the patients who die meet with their death before their actual and 
fuoper medical treatment 

Another mo^t outrageous act that was eomniitted in the Alipore (Vnlral 
Jail is that durin” the times of the last air raids in (\dculta, llu* lights of 
tliat jail were keyit lit though the lui.soners reiieatedlv asked to put out those 
liclits. 'I'liih fact wa> brought to llie notice of the Snperinlmi(h*iH of the 
.Mipore ( entral Jail and though ho sai<l that iu no fufuiM* time tliis thing 
\\ill happen and tljoimli lu* assured ns that fh(‘ lights nuist not be k(‘pt lit 
nt night fluring times of raids, still <»n tuo imue ocfMsaMis the lights were 
Jiot put out (lui'ing times of air raids This groN.s n(‘g}in<.jno and ilerelieiion 
of duty on th(‘ juirt of the same Caropcan warder on all flo'se occasions, who 
was in charge of thoso lights, ini^iht have caused some loss of li\c‘s and 
grievous injury to the pris(»iicis lioth o?’ih'tiar\ and pohlioal in the .Mipore 
Central Jail. 

Allot hei fioint, Sii . I want to draw the Httention ot the (lovernmeiit to, 
i.s the tilling uji ot vueaneie.s in the posts of jailors in ( entral Jails of IWiigal. 
'riie most <(pmmon malpraetie«* in such appoinliiierits is that those posts are 
being filled up by Europtmu oi Anglo-Indian wanleis instead of by siuiior- 
im*st deputy jailors who au iii most <*.»ses Indians 'I’liis favonrilisni and 
nepotism on the jiurt i>t the (Toverniiieiil slioiild not be tiderafed now. And 
I hope tliat Sir Na/imiiddiii being himself a man of this land will not 
udernte this sort ot favouritism in case ot European warders ^o far as their 
appointments to the fiosts of jaibpi;^ in (Vritrul Jails of Bengal are eoneerned. 
Those European warders are far below the rank of senior deputy jailors and 
not only that, the\ are ver\ illiterate and uneducated and do not know the 
vernacular language and are puite ig'iioruiit about the jail administration, 
and lastly but not the least, they do not know how to deal and behave with 
gentlemen. So I request. Sir, that the (lovernment should not in such 
appoint Biose European warders by siijierseding the c.aHe» of the senior* 
moat deputy jailors. 
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Another thing which is a most important matter is that the system of 
classifying the political prisoners should be stopped altogether. There 
should not be made any attempt to divide the political prisoners amongst 
themselves. This clasHification, on the one hand, is not so meticulously 
done but on the contrary done very haphazardly. This matter has been 
voiced times without number both on the floor of this House and the public 
platform and in the Press, but Government has, as before, alwa.ys turned a 
deaf ear to this matter. In Madras the political prisoners are all classed 
together and there is no such separate classification for them. So far as 
my information goe.s, that is the fact. 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit but was given one 
minute more to finish his speech.) 

They are made into a distinct class recognised as the “Star Class” and 

they are made to put on a star mark on their dresses. So I ask the Govern- 

ment that in Bengal too this sort of one distinct class should be made for the 
political prisoners and they should be ruled and governed strictly in accord- 
ance with those rules of the Jail Code governing the Division I prisoners. 

Lastly, Sir, I want to draw the attention ot the (lovernineiil tt> one most 
urgent mutter and which every man of this land is eager to have it done by 
the Government, and that is allowing proper and adequate allowance to the 
security ])risoners. In most eases the (rovcniinent by detaining those 
security prisoners, and in th(»se eases in<»sily wlo re those security prisoners 
are the only earning members of their respective ianiilies, has done a very 
great injustice liy depriving those families ot niaiiitenanci' and livelihood. 
And though 1 know that some ol tlie Ministeis from amongst the jiersent 

Ministry are trying their level best to maintain those families and to .save 

them from poverty, <lestitutiou and starvation, by allowing adeijuate and 
proper allowance to the families ot tho.se security prisoners, still I should 
bring home to the present Ministry tliut tlie pace of giving allowance to 
them should he more expedited. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Mr. Speaker Sir, times without 
number acts of inefficiency and malutlmiiii‘'l ration by the Jail Department 
have been brought before this House with little or no effect. I do not 
want to dilate upon this subject as my friend Mr. Chatteijee has spoken 
elaborately on it. T endorse every single word that fell from Iiih mouth. 
He did not exaggemte but told what is truth. The only thing that I 
regretfully want to point out is that the Hon ‘hie Ministers could not make 
time to visit fiiy of the important jails where the.'^e prisoners have been 
lodged even after these sorts of seriou,s complaints were brought to 
their notice. 

Sir, there has been another white elephant added to the staff — one 
Mr. Hicks has been appointed Deputy Inspector-General for the Security 
Branch. I have not seen hi.s activities except ou one occasion. After the 
serious assault that took place in the Presideucy Jail in the month of 
April he was found there inside the jail and he was busy in securing 
discharge of seriously injured security prisoners from the jail hospital and 
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the Medical College Hospital lest they might be detained for more than 
21 days and cases of grievous hurt made out. This is all that Mr. Hicks 
did during his incumbency as Deputy Inspector-Oeneral for Security 
Prisoners. 

As regards the activities of the Jail Department it will be enough if 
I say that there is no difference between the criminals and the jail staff 
who exercise control over them. The only difference is that the crimes 
of these ordinary’ criminals were detected and accounted for and they were 
tried and punished while the crimes committed by some of the jail official.^ 
remain undetected hnd untried by any competent court. 

Sir, as my time is very limited I do not want to take much time, but 
I want to place before the Home Minister who is also the Jail Minister this 
fact that the jailor of the Dinajpur Jail forced an ordinary prisoner to 
drink urine and night-soil: the reason was the prisoner escaped from the 
jail custody. You all know, Sir, that there are elaborate arrangements 
for guarding the ordinary prisoners as well as the security prisoners in 
jail. It was due to the dereliction of the jail staff that this prisoner 
escaped but he was later on apprehended, and the jailor with the help of 
warders and other prisoners made him drink a mixture of night-soil and 
urine. This fact was brought to the notice of the District Magistrate and 
the Superintendent of the Jail, but no step was taken. I think, but I do 
not exactly remember, that this fact was also brought to the notice of the 
Hon’ble Mr. Premhari Banna. I would request the Jail Minister to 
enquire into this matter and take every step to remedy this stale of thing* 
in jails. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL! Mr. Speaker, Sir, when thi* 
House met for the first time in the year 1937 nil ihat was possible by way 
of discussion and criticism with regard to the jail administration and jail 
reform was made before the House, and. Sir, mu* expression lings in my 
ears today. There wa.s a .speech by Mr. Haiada Prusannu Pain on that 
occasion regarding the Jui! budget and be said that as soon as a prisoner 
enters within the jail precincts the door.s of civilisaliou are closed against 
him. At that time I did not know that his statement was so literally 
true. After the expiry of six years today in September, 1043, I am in a 
position to state that the rays of civilisation do not enter the jail, do not 
exist there, and when a prisoner, whatever his status and position may be, 
comes out he comes out not so much reformed in mentality as steeped in 
barbarism. The reason for that is that in spite of all joinmittees which 
sit for enquiry, in spite of elaborate questionnaires issued which elicit 
valuable information by way of answer, in spite of all thal the non-official 
opinion has tried to do by way of focussing criticisms upon this depart- 
ment, it is painfully true today that jail is a tail of Government which wags 
only deparlmen tally and never ministerially. 

Sir, one other fact which emerges out of the jail administration is that 
it is entirely characterised by absence of heart. The best of the jail 
official is an official without a heart and others are simply heartless. For 
example, look at the security prisoners. There is no denying the fact that 
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the cream of the flociely contributes the security prisoners to the jail. 
I’hey are men of education, men of culture, men of very reasonable and 
refined aspirations. They require something? by way of cultural recreation 
at least. Our European friends to the left do not forget their saying that 
men do not live by bread alone, but it is only grudgingly that bread is 
given in jail and nothing more is given. So far as books are concerned, 
repeated attention drawn to Ministers, to the departmental heads, to the 
jail administrators, all this ends in futility . Not only books are not 
supplied by (jovernment or through the efl'orts of Government but books 
which are supplied by private friends and agencies rAnain lying at the 
jail office for weeks, fortnights and months. They w^ait to be censored 
and censored and they never reach the prisoners’ hands in time and some- 
times never at all. 

Sir, my friend Mr. Nishitha Nath Kuridu said that he was not aware 
of the activities of Mr. Hicks, the Deputy Inspector-General, for the 
Security Prisoners. Personally 1 am aware of his activities at least for 
once. He came to see the security prisoners in Berhampore Jail. What 
he did was to look up to the ceiling. He was inspecting whether there 
were windows and holes big enough for effecting escape on the part of the 
security prisoners. That is all that he w'anted tf) go there for. and when 
one of the prisoners drew his attention to the nisulti(’ien(*y ot food at that 
time, he said, “Well, these orderlies live very well on Bs. 22 to Rs. 2 ') per 
month". 'Pile implication is iliai these security prisoners are no better 
in status than the orderlies ot the l)e])nly Inspector-General. This is the 
type of men who are particularly recruited because they are considered to 
be verj efficient, Tlie more heartless a man is. the inoie lude, the more 
uncultured, the more intolerable an official is. the l>etter he will be found 
for administrative purpose. Sir, the matter is disgraceful, to say 
the least of it. 

Then, Sir, 1 draw the attention of the Ministers to olhei cases of 
heartlessness, betters are ver> precious things tor prisoners who are in 
jail. It is no use denying that tlie^ come ironi families; the\ have got 
their own moorings in their families even when the> are in jail. Letters 
come; they are kept in bundle at the jail office; the prisoners get wind of 
the la< t (hat letters are there but they caniioi get access to them at least 
before seven days have pus.sed. Sir, these are small things for the 
administrators but certainly these are very big propositions so far us 
prisoners are c^nieerneil. 

Then, Sii’, there is the question u{ recreation. People who are 
accustomed to' some sort oi sports are denied of all sorts ol amenities in 
that direction. 

With regard to the question of classification also two of my friettds 
have already stattMl and I repeat that so far as political prisoner* are 
concerned they ought to be classifieil under a special head. I know Sir 
Nazimiiddiu may give a reply, as he did on several other occasions 
f«*eviously, that the Jail Code does not contemplate any such distinction 
l>«tweeu political prisoners and non-political prisoners^ but ke should not 
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be proud of that. The Jail Code should be modified because even accord- 
injr to the accepted principles of international law, for example the late 
relating to t‘xtradition of criminals and persons arrested, the Extradition 
Act recognises' the distinction between u political offender and a non- 
political offender. On the same footing ever\ civilised society has accepted 
and this Government ought to accept the ilistinction between a political 
prisoner and a non-political prisoner. Political prisoners should be 
classified apart and all the amenities that are allowed under the Jail Code 
should be extended to them. 

r invite the ])afticular attention of the Home Minister to the ibsgra<'e- 
ful administration in tlie liospital and to th(‘ disgraceful way in whicli fh(» 
Home Department does not respond to the demands of the medical officers. 

1 know that w^ben Civil Surgeons or As.sistant Surgeons in charge WTito 
to the department for the examination or treatment of a particular 
prisoner, these are turned down by tbe 1. 1C report and the T.IC people 
sit upon the medical officers ami do not allow a free hand to (hem. The 

result is lliat sometimes the prisoners do not gel an.N treatment at all and 

when the> get the malady lakes an extensive proiK)rti{)n in the meantime 
anti sometimes it becomes incurable. I may refer to one particular instance 
in connection with the present (iovernment itself. One Asok Kunmr 
Hhatta of Herhaiu}K)re eame to hospital for (►peralioij of hernia. In the 
meantime his father, who was a medical officer, fell dangerously ill, and 

representations were made to the (jovernment asking tor leave so that be 

may see his d>ing father. All that could be done by non-officials was 
done. I know — 1 have the authority to state — that Hon’ble Mr. Tulsi 
Chandra Goswami in the absenee of Sir Nascirnuddin placed I lie entire 
matter before the department and Mr. Bapat gave Mr. Goswatni to under- 
stand that all that could be done was done and Mr. Goswami was uniler 
fjfc imj)ression that he was given the opportunity to see his dying father. 
But as a matter of fact he hus not given an opportunity to see bis dying 
father. The father died and it was only due to the kindness of the local 
I.B. people that the »)nly son was allowed to set fire to the mouth of the 
dead father in tlie hospital. Thereafter representations were made for- 
giving him jiermission to perform the smdh ceremony at his house but 
that was also letused. In the year !lt4d when we hear niun> g<»od things. 
man\ kind word.s regarding tbe political pri.soners and thcii’ tamilies, these 
instances stand out as colos.sal mockery of the a.ssuraiices that we hear 
'from dav to day. The department seems to have still (he upper hand and 
it is no credit tor the Hon’ble Minister if tbhigs go on liile this. 1 would 
expect the present Ministers take up the ^natter in right earnest. If 
they are really earnest some heart can be introduced into the administra- 
tion. If matters do not improve it would certainly be due to the fact that 
the Ministers are not applying their hearts to iiiis matter. If heart is 
applied, if earnestne.ss is introduced, there is no reason why things cannot 
be improved in future. 

I would urge upon the Ministert to set up a very strong committee 
teluding mostly of non-officials, not merely a committee for extending 
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patronage to members of the Government party but members who know 
more of the jail, members who are willing to assist the jail administration 
in a proper way, members who can give valuable suggestions and can help 
Government in effecting improvement in the near future should be 
included. In the year 1943 when civilisation has marched a lot ahead it 
is certainly not a matter of credit to the Ministers to hear such complaints 
pouring in from all sides. But I repeat that if the Ministry have got 
hearts they can contaminate the officials to some extent and make their 
hearts function. If their hearts do not function, I repeat what I 
have said already, namely, that it will be because -the Ministers have 
got no hearts. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, time will not 
permit me to refer to the details of administration of this department. I 
propose, therefore, Sir, to confine myself in the first place to some of the 
objectionable features to wdiich the attention of the House has already 
been drawn in respect of the treatment of political prisoners. 

In the first place, the attention of the House has been drawn to specific 
instances where medical treatment has been found to be utterly inadequate. 
Instance after instance has been given where no medical arrangement 
whatsoever W'as provided for, and in fact there has been one instance 
where by telephonic arrangements with the Medical Hospital provision for 
A prisoner’s accommodation was made in the Medical College Hospital a 
little while after the patient liad died inside the jail. There is the case 
of Hirak Talukdar who has been suffering for the last four months 
and the latest reports received go to show that his condition is very 
serious, but he has not been removed to h()s]>ital yet. There have also 
been cases of deliberate a.ssaults and cell ]>uiushmcnt and I do not wish 
to refer to them in detail except to recpiost the Hon’ble Home Minister 
that some arrangement should be made for making an enquiry into thpse 
very serious allegations. Sir, it is true that these persons suffer in silence 
inside the jail. There is press censoring; information does not reach the 
public outside and when prisoners come out of jail specific allegations are 
made of cases of deliberate assault, like kicking by a European "warder 
in the presence of the jailor and so fortli and of cell punishment for offences 
which are not included in the Jail Code itself. The Hon’ble Home 
Minister did not obviously issue instructions to the jail authorities to treat 
the prisoners in this barbaric fashion. If these allegations are made and 
if there are persona who are prepared to prove to the hilt that the allega- 
tions are true, an opportunity should be given to them for the sake of the 
reputation of the officers themselves in oraer to arrive at the truth. 

With regard to diet allowance, it is true that the diet allowance has 
been increased from 12 annas to Bs. 1-S but there is one aspect of the 
matter to which I would invite the special attention of ihe Home Minister, 
namely, that in June last a circular was issued by the Home Department 
pointing out that the supply of rice should be at controlled rate in view 
of the abnormal prices prevailing at that time. But actually rice has been 
••old to the prisoners at the rate of Rs. 30 per maund, sugar at the rate of 
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1‘2 annas per seer or in other words Rs. 80 per maund whereas the controlled 
rate is, I believe, Rs. 18 or Rs. 19 per maund and at the rate of Rs. 32 
per maund. I ask the Home Minister to explain under what canons of 
equity and justice the Tail officers are allowed to sell to the security 
prisoners or other prisoners these commodities at these fantastic rates, so 
that while on the one hand the allowance has been increased from 12 annas 
to Rs. 1-8 with regard to the security prisoners the rates at which these 
commodities are being supplied to them on the other hand give them no 
relief whatsoever. The so-called increase fn diet allowance is meaniiigless. 
A petition was aubmitted to the Additional District Magistrate, 
24-Parganas, signed by a large number of prisoners making this sj^ecific 
allegation that they were being compelled to purchase at much higher 
rates than tho.se approved by (iovernment. As to what has happened to 
the petition the Hon'ble Home Minister will be able to tell us. So far as 
the allowances are concerned, i believe there are l,o0() security prisoners 
still inside the various jails in Bengal. About 7o() of them are getting 
allowance. 1 am not absolutely correct about the figure, but so far as I 
could collect fiom the various answers given by the Home Minister it 
appears iliat about oU per cent, are receiving allowance. In many of these 
cases, the allowances actually sanctioned are low and about lialf of the 
security prisoners have not got any allowance at all. 1 would ask again 
the Hon'ble Home Minister that, in view of the abnormal economic distress 
through which the province is passing today, he should pass an t/d hoc 
order sanctioning at least double (he allowance which is being paid to 
each of these security prisoners pending a detailed consideration of each 
of the cases by the department witliin the next 2 or 3 months. 1 am 
referring to family allowance. This will certainly (‘ase (he situation to 
some extent for the time being leaving some time to the dejiartment to 
look after each imlividual ca.se in near fulun*. 

Now, Sir, I do not wish to lake much time with regard to the detailed 
aspect.s of jail administration. I would like to say a few words with 
regard to the policy of release of security prisoners. 

Now, Sir, here I submit that there is no case for the detention of such 
a large number of persons as security pri.soners or even for continuing us 
convicted prisoners those persons who were arrested for techni(!al offences 
during the August di.sturbances of 1942. The Hon’ble Home Minister 
the other day in reply to my appeal for a general releale of political 
prisoners said that it was difficult to grant such a request ip view of the 
serious situation now prevailing in the province. Now I join issue there. 
I told him, Sir, and I repeat again today that repre.sentations have come 
to the Home Minister and also to the Governor of the province signed by 
a large number of political prisoners stating that they are prepared to give 
an undertaking that they will absorb themselves in relief work and nothing 
else if they are released. There was no specific reply to that statement 
which I made the other day. I would ask Sir Nazimuddin to declare if 
this is true or not. 
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Now, Sir, the question of release of political prisoners is to be consider- 
ed from a broader point of view. I believe that here the Government 
policy has bungled — it is not the policy of the Provincial Government alone 
but it was the policy of the Government of India as well that the 
people of India were not to be trusted. A great opportunity has been 
lost and I believe that even if now steps are retraced and a different out- 
look is brought to bear on the administration of the country it may lead 
to a better and peaceful atmosphere in this province and outside. It is 
true, Sir, that there are many people who hold very strong political views 
with regard to British administration in this countryt That is perfectly 
true. At the same time, this is also true that most of the persons who 
hold such views that British rule in this country should terminate and 
India should have self-government just as England wants that she should 
not be touched by Germany or Japan or any other country — most of the 
people residing in this province and this country do not want that any 
other foreign power should come and dominate over India. We do not 
want any foreign domination. We do not w^ant Japan or Germany to 
come and rule just as we do tioI want that England slu)uld continue to 
dominate over the atfairs of India for all time to come. I think. Sir, that 
if the Government of Bengal and the Government of India specially had 
looked upon the general administrative (juestions from this wuder point of 
view and made an appeal for co-o])eration to all sections of the people the 
situation in the province w’ould have undergone a radical change. 

Specially at this juncture when the province is actually in the midst of 
a famine unparallelled in the history of modern India, it is necessary that 
we should mobilise our resources both in respect of men and materials, 
from whichever quarter such assistance may be forthcoming and when 
it is a fact that these persons, apart from their own personal considerations 
and considej'ations of their family, wdio are capable of rendering consider- 
able public good for the purpose of alleviating human suflering are 
* prepared to offer their band of comradeship, why is it that the Govern- 
ment should hesitate to take advantage of such an offer? I would there- 
fore request the Hon’ble Home Minister that he should persuade the 
Government, either Provincial or Gentral, specially in view of the crisis 
through which the province is passing and see to it that there is an 
immediate alteration of policy wuth regard to these political prisoners. 
There is one important aspect of the question to which I wish to draw the 
special attention of the Hon’ble Home Minister. In previous times these 
persons were arrested and kept inside jails because it w’as said that the 
evidence wdiicji w^as already received against such persons was of such a 
character that it could not be produced before a court of law\ Now we 
had a Committee over which the late Mr. Justice Panckridge presided last 
year. It had made reoominendations for the release of a number of persons. 
It had also proposed to consider other cases in due course. We would 
like to know^ what has happened to tho.se recommendations and what has 
happened to the policy envi.saged in the report of the Panckridge Com- 
mittee. It is a fact, a fact w^hich no one could deny, that most of the 
persons who are kept inside the jail are also persons against whom evidence 
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is available but that evidence cannot, be produced and tested before a 
court of law. On the other hand, they are persons who were arrested in 
accordance with what was called a policy of preventive arrests. Most of 
them were arrested under the orders of the Government of India in accord- 
ance with the policy enunciated by it that in view of the threatened move- 
ment persons who mijo^ht be capable of creatinf^: disturbances should be 
kept behind prison bars. The situation has altered today. The tone of 
the political situation has also chanp:ed and more than that the ^reat 
economic crisis which is practically threatening? the very existence of the 
province requires brpad statesmanship and courage on the part of the 
Government of the day. I would like to know from the Ilon’ble Home 
Minister what his policy is and what is the advice which l»e ha.s tendered 
to the Governor, so that we may know if this pidicy coincides with the 
policy of the Opposition. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN: On a point of order, Sir. 
On what motion has the honourable member been speaking for the last 
ten minutes? 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: 1 am speaking <ui the motion 
of Sir Nazimiiddin that so many lakhs of rupees should be granted by the 
Bengal Legislative Assembly tor expenditure under the h(‘ad “Jails”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Dr. Mookerjee is speaking, if 1 have underslood him 
aright, on the release of jxditical ]>risonerH. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: AVithout a motion being 
moved ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: That is only one aspect. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Which motion, Sir, is he 
speaking on? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: All the motions. lie can sp(‘ak on the general 
demand also. 

Dr. SYAMAPRA8A0 MOOKERJEE: Sir, I do not propose to take up 
much time of the House. Sir Naziinuddin has given his answer to the 
questions w'hich I have put to him. He w'ants to take shelter under 
technical objections that I am not entitled to bring this before the House 
during the budget discussion on the demand for jails, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You need not dilate on that. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOIfERJEE: Very well, Sir. i would ask 
the Hon’ble Home Minister to consider the matter from a wider point of 
view. If it is his definite policy that these persons cannot be trusted, 
that tfiey should be definitely kept inside the jails and that they should 
rot there, then he should say so openly. It is no use his taking shelter 
under ihj pica that Mr, Fazlul Huq as Home Minister had done this, that 
or the other thing. Let us proceed on the assumption that Mr. Fazlul 
Huq was guilty of a number of sins, and that he failed to do what was 
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his obvious duty. But the question that we would put to Sir Nazimuddin, 
the question which Bengal would put to Sir Nazimuddin is this : what is 
his own policy? What is the policy of his Ministry and what is he going 
to do to alleviate suffering at a ^time when statesmanship requires in the 
interests of the province that these persons should be forthwith released 
and if they are released it is our deep-rooted conviction that it will not 
lead to any upheaval of any sort which may endanger the political 
administration of the province. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, the speakers who have 
addressed Ihe House today, excepting one, have all hhd experience of jail 
lit(‘, and of course the last speaker has spoken because of his insatiable 
thirst for publicity. He could not even allow Mr. Kiran Saiikar Roy to bask 
in the limeliglit of publicity alone for a day. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: You can always stop the 
publicity. You have it in your hands. Don’t talk rubbish! 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: So that he will have his 
share of publicity. Sir, most of Dr. Mookerjee's speech related to a subject 
matter which was discussed in this Hou.se and on which a verdict of this 
Hou.se was given. (Interruption.) 

MTi 8PEAKER: 1 think that the Leader of the House should not be 
interruj>te(l in the way in wdiich it has been done. I hope you will all 
kindly listen to him patiently. 

Tha Hon’bla Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, 1 shall not take up the 
time of the House in replying to the speech of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee 
which, w’ith due re.spect to you, I consider is not relevant. But I will say 
this much that the iK)Iicy of this Government about release of political 
j)risoners is that we shall release tho.se whom Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee 
put in jail, at least a majority of them. (Mr. Santosh Kumak Basu : 
Brilliant!) They are being released. See those whom you put in jail are 
now sitting behind you. 

Mft CHARU CHANDRA ROY: security prisoner^f^T fip 

r 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: They are being released. 
The people whom you put in jail are being released, and you can see 
for yourself. , 

Mfi SANTOSH KUMAR BASU* Thtfse whom we do not see, where 
are they? Answer? (Interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry to find that there is constant interrup- 
tion. I would request honourable members on both sides of the House to 
listen to the Leader of the House patiently. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: When truth is spoken 
naturally there will be interruption from the other side of the Hou«^. 
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We have listened to moving speeches on jail administration from 
Mr. Haripada Chattopadhyaya and again today we Imve heard another. 
But I would like to avsk him wdiat was his eoiitrihntion when st)nie years 
ago Government asked for suggestions from members about jail reforms 
and w'hether he gave us the benefit of his views'^ 

Mr. KIRAN SANKAR ROY: Nobody asked for suggestions. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Government did not take 
any steps to give effect to the suggestions. Ft simply collected informa- 
tion to ignore it. 

The Hon’bla Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 am very f^ad that some- 
body at least remembers it. Certain reforms have been given effect to; 
certain reforms lire under consideration and certain others have not been 
given effect to because of tlie war. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Kef. >rms were undertaken 
by other Governments long before the war, though the Bengal Government 
did not move in the matter. 

The Hon'ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is not a fact. As far as 
the Bengal Government was concerned, they did take up tlie question and 
they did do something. May I ask w’hat did the Government which was 
in power for lo months do? After having sent theii owui jiarty members 
to jail they left them there, and 1 am being told by the Cliief Whip Unit 
today most of the complaints that liave been mentioned here jxder to a 
period wdieii we were not in office. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Speak of the jnesenl. What have you 
done for the release of the security ])risoners detained in jails F 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Then, Sir, I would refer 
again to the case of assault of which Mr. Chattojiadhyay has mentioned. 
He has Iiimself said that the cases were amicably settled and so the 
higher autliorities were not informed. 

As far as the question of supply of foodstuffs to security jirisonors is 
concerned, this is done by the contractors and not by the jail officers. It 
is quite possible that the contractors may have had to obtain articles at the 
rates mentioned. I am, however, prepared to have an enquiry made as 
to why sugar was being supplied at annas 14 per seer. I Ran understand 
rice being supplied at Ks, 30 p^ maund because for ordiDaj;y contractors 
it may not have been possible to get rice at less than Rs. 30 per maund. 
It may not have been possible for him to supply rice at the controlled rates 
and he may have had to buy rice in the open market. But so far as sugar 
is concerned there is no justification for the contractor charging annas 14 

per seer for sugar. Steps ought to have been taken in the matter 

• 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Sugar as well as flour whicl 
was charged at Bs. 1-4 per seer. 
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The Hon’ble Khwa)a Sir NAZIMUDDiN: Yes, about these two 
articles I am prepared to have an enquiry made 

Mr, ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister consider 
the question of • supplying loodstuft's to jail prisoners at controlled rates 
from the Civil Supply Department? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: That is a question for the 

Civil Supply Department and not for the Jails Department. 

• 

As regards the allowance of security prisoners, I am not in a position 
to state what is the actual percentage of persons among security prisoners 
who have been given an increased allowance. We have clearly enunciated 
the j)olicy of increasing the allowances of security prisoners, and 1 maintain 
that ‘we are trying to give allowances not only to those prisoners who, 
according to the policy adopted by us, were contributing to the maintenance 
of their families, but we have done more; we have stretched the point 
further, that is to say, wdiere we are convinced that security prisoners who 
have not Wen contributing to the maintenance of their families and yet 
where the families are in a desperate condiiion, are given sanctiojied allow- 
ances in such cases. But I maintain that our responsibility towards the 
families is to the extent to which the prisoners w’cre responsible for the 
maintenance of I heir families. The principle on which family allowance is 
given is that Government having denied him the assistance which he bus 
been giving to his family have given an allowance; that is the principle on 
which we are working. If there lias been delay most of that had 
taken place during the regime of the previous Government. We are 
trying to clear up the arrears, and J am in a position today to state that as 
far as letters are concerned, the I. B. Department have informed me that 
they have now been able to reduce the delay to the minimum. And except 
in those cases w^here it is delayed on account of certain difficulties security 
prisoners ought now to be receiving letters within tw^o or three days. So 
far as the 1. B. Department is concerned, these letters are dealt with in 
that department on the very same day they are received. 

Now, Sir, we have heard enough about the rigours of jail life. Jail 
life is meant to be pleasant, especially at the present time when honourable 
members must realise that we are in a very difficult position as far as jails 
are concerned, The actual jail population is at the present time 50 per 
cent, more than what accommodation is available for prisoners. (Ironical 
cheers and dies of “hear, hear”, from the Opposition benches.) Is it 
that the honourable members opposite want that these people who are 
dangerous to the civil population like dacoits, thieves and burglars, should 
be let loose? The number of jail population has increa^jed to over 50 per 
cent, of that of normal times with the result that there is terrible over- 
crowding. I agree with Mr. Chattopadhya that the condition af life in 
jails at the present time is certainly worse than what it was in 1937, 1938 
and 1939, owing to the influx of a large number of convicts and other 
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prisoners. Unfortunately we are not in a position to find a solution of the 
problem because it is not possible nowadays to find out additional accom- 
modation for jails. We have had premature release of convicts; twice it 
had been done 


R&i HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURIS Yes, jail deliveries just before 
the civil disobedience movement. 


The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: No, it was after the civil 
disobedience movement: when the hand of the State was forced by the 
civil disobedience movement, then only jail deliveries had been made. 

Similarly, the conditions in the jail hospitals are not what you would 
like them to be. Naturally there must be some difference between senior 
I.M.S. Superintendents in charge of jails and ordinary officers whom we 
have had to appoint owing to paucity of doctors. Hut 1 do not accept 
generally the complaints made about the jail hos])itals and medical treat- 
ment in jails. I know of one case; a security prisoner was kept in a 
hospital in a furnished room ; he was allowed to have food brought in from 
outside and his wife was allowed to visit him whenever she liked and even 
was allowed to sta\ at night. Then there is the comi)luint about the supply 
of an iron cot without any mattress for about a month. This was again not 
in our time. At a time when a large number of security prisoners were 
lodged in jails necessary articles required for their use w'cre not to be found 
and for two or three months there w’as considerable difficulty in providing 
clothings, utensils and other things and so there might have been some 
amount of inconveniences. Even now in certain jails utensils could not vet 
be j)rovided because of such a large number of prisf)ncrs Ixdng lodged there 
about a sear ago. 

Now, Sir, whenever complaints are brought to our notice, 1 do take 
action }>rovided 1 am satisfied that officers have he(‘n guilty. I can assure 
members of this House that we make no differentiation between one class 
of w^arders and another. So far as the promotion of jailors is concerned, 
out of 2() jailors only two are reserved for European warders and the rest 
are open to all. These two are in the Presidency Jail and the Alipore Jail, 
because there is alw^ays a cosmopolitan crowd in either of these two jails. 
Otherwise promotions are made on merit and seniority. It is no use saying 
every time that most of the complaints refer to the time when we were not 
in office for I realise that there are rigours in jail life. In jail we have got 
to maintain discipline though I do not mean that discii)lin*e means oppres- 
sion, that discipline means beafing up of convicts. (Rai H^rkndea Nath 
CH. 4 TTDHURI : Neither oppression means discipline.) No. What discipline 
does mean is thai if orders are given, they should be carried out and if you 
do not carry out those orders, you lay yourself open to punishment. If that 
is not done, it is very difficult to maintain order in jail where a large number 
of a v^ry dangerous type of persons are confined. We have heard today 
only the extreme cases, but there are others where, I think, a different story 
may be told. I will therefore not take any more time of the House. 
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Sir, no one is more anxious than mjself for jail reforms. We have 
been in office only for the last five months. Last time when we took office, 
we went in for jail reforms. We asked for assistance of experienced men 
to help us in bringing in reforms and I again ask for it. I am prepared 
— not now but when we are a little free from the acuteness of this food 
question and this distress — to sit with honourable members of the Opposition 
who are interested in this question and who have got, as they claim, inside 
information, to discuss what steps we can take immediately and what steps 
we can take later on a long policy to improve the condition of prisoners 
and make it more humane. I am sure members will not find me lagging 
behind in giving effect to those things which are practicable and which can 
be given effect to immediately. 

Mn DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: What about setting at liberty 
those persons who were convicted under the Special Courts Ordinance? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZiMUDDIN: There I think the honour- 
able member is making a great mistake. The last judgment of the Calcutta 
High Court means that they have suggested tliat all cases should be put up 
before the District Judge and the District Judge will decide whether there 
should be a re-trial or they should be let off or what should be done. The 
matter has been left to the District Judge and the cases are pending there. 
I am almost certain that it was a very difficult judgment to follow. The 
matter is now entirely in the hands of the District Judge. 

Mft DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Conviction and sentence have not 
been legalised by the Validating Ordinance. 

MTi SPEAKER: That is a different inter])retatioii oi the judgment. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; 1 think 1 am correct in what 
I am saying and this is at least the legal advice that we have got. We are 
not keeping anybody against the judgment and that is how Jhe situation 
stands at present. 

I think I have covered all the points that have been raised here and T 
hope the honourable members are satisfied. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY; Why is not section 272 of the 

Jail Code enforced? This section says that European warders are only 
eligible to be jailors when they are colloquially acquainted with the verna- 
cular language ’of the district. Why this is not enforced because they do 
not know a word of our language? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I.will look into it. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE; Sir, may I ask one question 
arising out of the illuminating speech 

Mr. SPEAKER: It may not be illuminating to you but it may be illu- 
minating to others. That does not matter. What is your point? 
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Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am asking for illumination 
on one point only. The question is this. Does the Foodgraiiis Control 
Order, 194d, apply to the contractors who supply rice to the jails or does 
it not? 

The Hoffi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, Sir, I do not know 
what is the object of this question, but if the honourable member is assum- 
ing that these contractors have been supplying ri(*e to the seiuirity prisoners 
at prices higher than those in the Order, I can assure him ihui I will have 
it enquired into and have them prosecuted if they have violated the Order. 

The motion of Habu Radha Nath Das that the demand of Ks. 5(),74,000 
for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Radha Nath Das tliat the demand of Rs. r)(>,74,000 
for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements” bo 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Radha Nath Das that the demand of Rs. r)0,74,000 
for exjieiiditure under tlie head “28 — Jails and Convict Settlements” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Radha Nath Das that the demand of Rs. 50,74,000 
for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and th)nvi(‘t Settlements” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Babu Radha Nath Das that the demand of Rs. 50,74,000 
lor exjuMiditure under tlie head “28 — Jails and Convict Settleimuits” be 
r(‘du('ed by Rs. JOO was then put and lost. 

Tlie motion of Mr. ])hij;endra Nath Datta that tlie demand of 
Rn. 50,74,000 tor ex])enditure under tli(‘ liead “28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduce(] b> Rs. JOO was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta tJiat the demand of 
Rs. 50,74,000 for exj)enditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100 w’as then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Haripada Chattopadhyay that the demand of 
Rs. 50,74,000 for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and Convict 
Settlements” be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and a division taken with 
the following result: — 


Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Majid, Mauivi (Mymantingb), 
Abdul Wahad, Mauivi. 

Abu Hoatain Sarkar, Mauivi. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. 8yad. 

Atimuddin Ahmad, Mr, 

Azhar All, Mauivi. 

Banariaa, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 
Banarji, Mr. P. 

Barman, Mr. Upandra Nath. 

Baau, Mr. Bantath Kumar. 

Bhawmili, Or. Gabinda Chafidra. 
Biswat, Mr. Surandra Nath. 


AYE8-46. 

• 

Chattofiadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Chaudburl, Ral Haram|fa Nath. 

Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Das Gupta, Or. 4. M. 

Das Gupta, Brijut Narandra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Dhlrandra Nath. 

OoliM, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Dutta Gupta, Mias Mira. 

Faziul Hup, Mr. A. K. 

Ghoaa, Mr. Atui KHshna. 

Giasuddfn Ahmad, Mr, 

Gupta, Mr, ilogash Chandra. 
Gyuuddin Ahmsd Choudhury, AlhadJ. 
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Habibullah, Nawab Bahadur K., of 
Dacca. 

Hathctn All Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Idris Ahmad Mia, Maulvl. 
ilaialuddin Hashemy, Mr. 8yed. 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

Jonab All Majumdar, Mauivi. 

Kazem All MIrza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah 
Byed. 

Khan, Mr. Dabandra Lall. 

Kundu, Mr. Nlshltha Nath. 

Mahtab, Maharajadhiraja Bahadur, Uday 
Chand, of Burdwan. 

MaJI, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hamaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. BIrat Chandra. 
Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Mookerjee, Or. Syamaprasad. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 
8yad. 

Muhammad Bolalman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 


Mukarjl, Mr. Dhlrandra Narayan. 
Mukherjoo, Mr. B. 

Mukherjl, Dr. Bharat Chandra. 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh. 

Nandy, Maharaja Brischandra, of Cossim- 
bazar. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Bankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Banyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Basanka Bekhar. 

Sen, Mr. Atui Chandra. 

Sen, Jogesh Chafidra, Rai Bahadur. 
Shahedaii, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 
Sinha, Brijut Manlndra Bhusan. 

Bur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvl HaJI. 
Waliur Rahman, Mauivi. 


NOES— 113. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul HaAz, Mr. MIrza. 

Abdul Hakim, Mauivi (Mymensingh). 
Abdul Hakim VIkrampurl, Mauivi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Jabbar, Mauivi. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Mauivi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Byed (Noakhail). 
Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdulla-al Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. 

Abdur Rasohid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rasheed, Mauivi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Mauivi S. 
(Howrah). 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah 
(Rangpur). 

Abdus Bhaheed, Mauivi Md. 

Abui Fazi, Mr. Md. 

Abul Hashim, Maulvl. 

Abui Hosain Ahmed, Mr. 

Abul Masud, Kazi. 

Abui Quasem, Mauivi. 

Ahmed All Mridha, Mauivi. 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Aminuilah, Khan Sahib Maulvl. 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 
Aulad Hossain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. * 

Barma, the Hon’ble Mr. Premharl. 
Barman, Babu Bhyama Prosad. 

BIrkmyre, BIr Henry, Bart. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. datindra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 
Chippendale, Mr. J. w. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Das, Rai Sahib KIrIt Bhutan. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan. 

Oast, Babu Oebendra Nath. 


Edbar, Mr. Upendranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Faziui Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymensingh). 
Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Goiam Rabbani Ahammad, Mauivi. 
Goswami, the Hon’ble Mr. Tulsl Chandra. 
Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Gurung, Mr. Damber Singh. 

Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 
Hasanuzzaman, Mauivi Md. 

Hasina Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. 
Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvl. 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Ispahan!, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
Jaiaiuddin Ahmad, the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Kennedy, Mr. I. G. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. > 

Leisk, Mr. John. 

McGregor, Mr. G. G. 

McPherson, Mr. G. P. 

Mahzuddln Ahmed, Mauivi (Tippera). 
Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, the Hon'ble Mr. Jogendra Nath. 
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvl. 

Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur. 

Mobsin All, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Moslem All Mollah, Mauivi M. 
Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Israii, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Siddlque, Khan Bahadur Or. 
Syed. 

Mukerjea, the Hon’ble Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behary.« 

Mullick, the Hon’ble Mr. Pulln Behary. 
Musharruff Hossain, the Hon'ble Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur. 
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Mustagawsal Hague, Mr, Syed. 
Nasaruilah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddln, the Hon'ble Khwaja Sir, 
K«Ci li E 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Pain, the Hon'ble Mr. Barada Proeanna. 
Powell, Mr. J. A. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Raikut, Mr. Prasanna Oeb. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Ohananjoy. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Safiruddjn Ahmed, Haji. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhuaudan. 


Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahab^ln, the Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja, 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 
Smyth-Osbourne, Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. 
Tamizuddin Khan, the Hon'ble Mr. 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvl. 

ZIliur Rahman Shah Choudhury Maulvl. 


The Ayes being Oh and the Noes 113 the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimmldin that a sinn of 
Hs. 50,74,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “28 — Jails and 
Convict Settlements’’ was then put and agreed to. 


29— -Police. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, 1 beg to move that a sum of Rs. 2,71,03,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “29 — 3b)lice’’. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, I beg to move that tht* demand 
of Rs. 2,71,03,000 under the head “29 — Ihdice*’ b(‘ n‘duced by Rs. 100. 

1 move this motion in order to raise a discussion about the iiKdficiency 
of the department in investigating and proving the specific oases under the 
Defence ot India Rules brought against ])ersons during th(' last (Congress 
movement and in particular the ineflicionc^ ot Special Rranch and 
Intelligence Rranch ])e‘partment of pidice in resjiect of censoring h'tters to 
and b,\ the political jirisoners, in the matter of investigation of apjdications 
for leave by the political prisoners in very emergent (cases, investigation 
of applications for interviews, ordinary and legal, and for family allowances. 

As far as I know in about 95 specific cases under the Defence of India 
Rules brought against persons except cases for making speeches in public 
meetings, the police could not prove the cases and in the long run had to 
withdraw them. This proves certainly the inefficiency of the police. That 
is really the Government’s look out and not mine. Rut 7ny ohject is to 
show that upon such flimsy evidence people, innocent people, can be detained 
as security prisoners. When these cases were withdrawn as the police 
could not prove even after four or five months’ detention of the accused as 
lyider-trial prisoners, these persons were generally detained as sermrity 
prisoners. Only to show the scantiness of the evidence on which persons 
were arrested and harassed and detained, I have brought this motion 
before the House. Sir, whenever the (juestion of release of political 
prisoners has come up we have heard the Ministers to say that they would 
releasg the political prisoners by examining and looking into individual 
records. To .show the value of these parte records I have brought 
this motion. 
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As regards the inefficiency of the Special Branch and Intelligence 
Branch Department of police in respect of censoring letters, I referred 
elaborately in my speech in the last session that in certain cases they took 
about 91 days and 76 days to censor letters. The time taken in censoring 
these letters is certainly very long and the Criminal Investigation Depart- 
ment, Deputy Inspector-General, Intelligence Branch of Bengal and Super- 
intendent of Police, Jalpaiguri, are the persons who are very much guilty 
of taking so long a time. In cases of censor, all other police officers and 
Intelligence Branch Department in different jails are not to be blamed so 
much as the Criminal Investigation Department, Jleputy Inspector- 
General and Intelligence Branch of Bengal and the Superintendent of 
Police, Jalpaiguri. 

As regards the investigation of applications for leave of political prisoners 
in very emergent cases, I may refer to one instance, namely, the case of one 
security prisoner, Sj. Birendra Nath Bhattacharji who was detained in the 
Kajshahi Jail. His aged mother was in death bed and he applied for leave 
to see his mother. But the Police Department took so much time to investi- 
gate the case that he could not even attend the sradh ceremony, though I 
brought to the notice of the Home Minister the case of this security 
prisoner. Now there are many such cases. (A A\)ice : Which Home 
Minister?) The present Home Minister. 1 spoke to him about this case 
and he actually intervened in this matter. 1 was given to understand that 
his release order was passed but that release order was suppressed for about 
12 days 

Mr. SPEAKER: Y our time is up. 1 cannot allow you any more time. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 2,71 ,t)3, 000 under the head “29 — Police'’ be reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, the object of motion is to raise a discussion about tailure of the 
department to detect crimes and increased bribery and corruption, parti- 
cularly by armed police with additional power of controlling prices of 
foods tuffs. 

As we have very little time at our disposal 1 shall refer only to two or 
three points. In the first place 1 desire to draw attention to the fact that 
ever since the Hou’hle Khwaja Sir Nazimuddiii came into office and became 
Minister in charge of the Police Department, crimes in this jirovince have 
been on the increase. 1 say this on the authority of Administration Reports 
from 1967 right up to the present time. If you refer to the Administra- 
tion Reports it w*ill be seen that crimes excepting cattle trespass, have been 
on the increase. 

Now, Sir, as regards bribery and corruption it is well known that 
bribery and corruption are rampant from top to bottom. During the time 
when Sir William Prentice and Sir Robert Reid were in charge of this 
department there was an attempt made to put down crimes and corruptions 
as much as possible, but since then they have increased enormously.. That 
is because Sir Nazimuddin does not care to look into these things. He 
always depends on the man on the spot. To whatever the department says, 
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he never says no. He is the “yes man’' of the Government. Now he has 
come back to office. Why? Because after many years’ of experience he 
still continues to be the “yes man” of the Government. Whatever the 
department will say he will support, and will never say no. 

I particularly want to refer to one point, viz., the additional power 
given to the police for controlling the prices of foodstuffs. So long every- 
thing was all right. The village food committees were formed all over the 
country during the food drive, and there have been complaints from many 
members that these committees are not doing anything. In many districts 
they referred to Djj'trict Officers. The District Officers say that they have 
no instructions from (lovevnment. Why are they sitting idle? With the 
help of these food committees much could have been done. In the present 
circumstances of the country wlnui the cry for humanitarian service is so 
gieal their services sliould he utilised. I understand they are willing to 
offer co-operation to Government and help Government as much as {)ossihle. 
But what has Government done? A large sum has been allotted in the 
budget to arm the pcdice with additional powers. Their duty is also to 
control prices of foodstuffs. Wherever the ])olice have made their ajipear- 
ance, there the result has been trouble, and as is well known, Sir, the police 
are not for detecting crimes but rather for making money out of them. 

Sir, 1 have got personal experiemee and if the lion ’hie Minister wants 
any refei’euce J can give him specific cases from whieh lie will realise that 
the police are there not for helping the pcsiple but for getting money from 
them. There are eases in whieh the police are going to hats and bazars 
and telling the dealers that the price of paddy is Rs. 12-8 and that of rice 
is Rs, 24 or Rs. 2h per maund, and unless paddy and rice are sold at those 

rates they mise a hiu* and cry, hut if something is })aid to them, it is all 

right. Sir, the oiil} thing 1 would like to point out is that we have had 

enough of police activities' in this country, and the Government will be 

doing yeoman’s service if additional jiower is not given to the police: the 
food committees can iielp the Government in this matter and in that case 
Government would md stand scandalised as it stands seandalised today. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY; Sir, 1 beg to move that the 
demand of Rs. 2,71 ,bd,0()t) for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. The object of my motion is to raise a discussion 
about 

(i) the general policy of the Government in the administration of 
police ; * 

(u) corruption and briber^ in the department, and , 

(m) failure of the Government in dealing with the vagaries of the 
police even in cases when the attention of the Government is 
drawn to their mi.sdeeds. 

Speaker TO ^ JR, JFCTJ ^ 

cwi I ' 51^ 5rr«f T5[ jPTMsr srjrftnr <4^ Tfiw? ’Rf'ciit ®wa 5HC5r 
R 5n I ^ Cf 95l C?TPn I 4^ TO 
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TO CTOH fro Iro fro 

'*(f’n 55 1 ’fTO 4^ 5(8155 TO, Sir NazimuddiniS? 5f80R TOT, TOf f%f5 
Alipore CifC^f ^5t5tTO <TC5, 5^55 »tC5, 5f5!l5 513R 'S55 'spT^^’F 

'5tf5T<p C«ll^ Courts 5tCj5 f^GT C5l5l5 iff^ (TO 

S*t5 f^5 5tl&Gr (515 5t'S5l 55 : CTO5 CTO 5Jtfe|C^5 TO^ ^5? 5t(%5 
5R1 55 51, TOf5 C5TO 15tC? 5;(5C5 ^C5 55.S4 Ctf^ TOI 

'5f(5’j5 CWr5 ^(TO C5'C(5I 55 1 TO51 5f5TO C5 British 5!r5tGf5 »fC’5 '5555 
(555 C5ti;^ (^ TOfCra ®f'&l5 ^53 5M 5ttC5 >45^ British 

5t5teiT *4-“5t 51 5iGr C5'S ; CTOTI 15115 S^S 5t5-l5 '!(tk5 5Wl 55TO I 5(5 I5lt^ 
55, 15t5C^ <fl^ofC5 C55 '^5 5 iS? 55f3 W5(^ C5\ol(.5 5(%55l5t5 5)^ (^5, 

TOtC55 35f§ 5(k55 TO, 15tr5 '!Tt(5^ C^fCfe (5C5 51551 051^51, C55^ 51 'TOf5 
(^5 "aimi 051151 I CTOR C5dj 55S 5t5t5 Ctrstl5 '5C5 C^5 505 (^5 (% 5’515 
51 ? 'srrt^ C55 ClC^ ■4 (555 C''IW^ 55ttr55 5l? TOF55 TO (^ 

(%(^ (to 1515 CTO W5t5 (5 I 5(5 5t5t5 C^fTO 5115 5R(^ C5«tl55 

5ftTO5t5 5t3t5 C5I5C5 5(® (^5, 51015 5155^(5 (TO 5lfC5, additional isiTOl 
551 ScTOl 51 ^(% 5555055 51 55 151 505 15T51 'Jl (555 enquiry 505 

C55015 »tt055 1 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, I to move that the demand of 
Hh. 2,71,0d,()00 for expenditure under the head “29 — Police” he deduced 
by Ks. 100, The object of my motion is to raise a discu^ssion about the 
utter unfitness of Mr. R. C. Pollard to hold the post of the Superintendent 
of Police, Murshidabad, and the failure of (lovernment to check his excesses 
and abuse of power and position. 

Sir, it is, 1 realise, a rather unusual procedure 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; On a point of order, Sir. As 
this case is suh judicc I do not think that the matter can be discussed in 
this House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, this matter is suh judice 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Which matter, SirP I have not 
referred to any case. 

Mr. SPEAKER: If you do not refer to the circumstances of the case 
and if you do not make any reference to any matter relating to any case 
that is pending 'in any court of law with regard to Mr. R. C. Pollard, then 
and then only I can allow you to speak on this. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I submit to your ruling, Sir, and I 
would like the Hon’ble Chief Minister not to get nervous at this stage. If 
he finds me digressing on to a matter coming under the mischief ,of the 
rules regarding .sm6 judice case, I would most willingly act up to your 
ruling. But let him not get nervous over it now. 
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Sir, it is quite unusual for any honourable member of this House to try 
to make a particular mention ami honour through that mention any officer 
of the Government, and I for one would not have cared to drag the name of 
any individual officer into the debate of this Assembly unless I felt that it 
would be in general public interest. 

Sir, this officer Mr. R. C. Pollard is a type by himself. He is a chip 
of the old bloc: he thinks that he is one of the direct descendants of Clive 
and Warren Hastings and that on him rests the most important respon- 
sibility of recreating and re-establishing the mighty Hritish power in the 
Empire in the East.* The whole idea of this officer from the very beginning 
of his career seems to be infected with the conception that the Englishman 
— the Britisher — in India has got a special responsibility and that respon- 
sibility is to carry out the white man’s burden. Unfortunately enough, 
there are still some such white men left in this country, (‘onnected not 
merely w’itli the Executive Servi<e but als(» with the Judiciary, who feel 
that to them it is a bounden duty to maintain the jirestige of the white 
races even though one individual member thereof might go so much wrong 
in the estimates of liuman relations and human values that his conduct will 
not stand the scrutiny of any civilised examination for a moment. The vile 
conspiracy that has circled round Mr. H. C. Pollard is the real objective of 
my motion today over whiidi 1 have asked the House to express its ojdnion. 
Mr. R. r. Pollard is a young man: he was born in 1908. As a young man 
he was called upon to accept the important office of an Assistant Suj)erin- 
tendent of Poli(‘e in this countr\. and whatever might have been his 
education in the British University, when he set his foot on this soil he at 
once thought that it was his noble heritage which he must protect, and one 
of the first few acts of vandalism on j)oor, unfortunate, helpless and 
unarmed people of this province w'as that he assaulted a manacled prisoner 
named Babu Dhiresh Chandra Chakravarty years ago when he was a young 
police officer stationed at a mufas.sal (*entre. This matter formed the 
subject-matter of the debate in this Hou.se, not in the present Assembly but 
in the old Council, and as a result of the forcible demand of the members of 
this House for an open enquiry, Mr. Prei^tice did assure some sort of enquiry 
and an enquiry was held. And w'hat was the result? Up to a certain stage 
Mr. R. C. Pollard was found guilty and he was asked to explain why a 
manacled prisoner was assaulted. 

(At this stage the blue light was lit.) 

Sir, as you know, I am discussing a very important matter and so I will 
require ten minutes more. 

o 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think I will be able lo give you so much time. 
However, you go on. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He was almost going to be dismissed 
but there came in whiteman’s prestige and the then head of the State inter- 
vened .'“this is in the record of the Secretariat. He was exonerated, and not 
only exonerated but only after a few years he w’as invested with the King’s 
Police Medal which is awarded on the discovery of some brilliant work 
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done by a police officer. While he was thus being, on the one hand, 
constantly on the watch for exceeding his limits, on the other hand he was 
getting unusual patronage and patting from officials of the Secretariat, and 
it is surprising that although many of such officials knew and spoke in 
their private conversations that he was not at all fit to hold the charge of 
a district, somehow or other they felt that the whiteman’s burden was there 
and nothing should be. done. 

Sir, apart from any matter which has led or is likely to lead to litigation 
I am sure Mr. Pollard’s personal conduct is such that he will continue and 
he has always been continuing to be an important figure in litigations. 
There are many cases which do not see the light of the day because either 
the persons afflicted have not the necessary financial or other backing to go 
against the mighty upholder of British i)restige of police of a district, or 
it may be that the friends on the Bench might prevent prosecutions or 
proceedings 

Mft SPEAKER: Do you mean any reflection on anybody? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Friends on the Bench. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is a very vague expression. If that is a reflec- 
tion on the Judges you cannot use it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, this Mr. Pollard i.s not fit to 
hold charge of a district for numerous rea.sons and one such reason is that 
he is oppressing his own menials, servants, tailors and anybody who comes 
near him. He does not pay legitimate charges of tailors working in hi- 
house. AVhen the tailor comes he assaults him. The poor tailor cannot go 
to court because he is the mighty Superiuteiideiit of Police. He does not 
pay the usual motor registration tax to Government, and, Sir, when the 
department in charge of collecting motor tax calls lor the same and a.sks 
him to pay up he says, “1 am the Police Superintendent; I am not going 
to submit”, and the eorrespoiidenee went on. The Secretariat office will 
show that ultimately the head of the particular department in the district 
of Murshidabad had to seek the protection of Government in the Secretariat 
to get the money realised from Mr. Pollard. Sii", for three long years he 
did not pay his dues to the Motor Vehicles Tux Department. 

Another interesting thing is that he thinks that the only way to get the 
administration properly carried on is by physical assaults, and sometimes 
what happens is this. Several instances of humble under-trials having 
been assaulted Inve come to the notice of the authorities. But nothing is 
being done. There is one very sad instaiKie of an under-trial prisoner 
having died as a result of assault in the district of Murshidabad. No 
enquiry was held although other prisoners had brought it to the notice of 
the officials. Although the law'yer concerned had brought it to the notice 
nothing was done That was in connection with a robbery case in which 
certain persons were charged and they were taken under police custody. 
Similar things are happening. I shall not refer to the numerous instances 
of assault cases against this officer which are still hanging now and in some 
of these cases it will be proved to the hilt in future 
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Mr* SPEAKER* Aou canoot m&kp uiiy rpft?rpiict* to thost? ctisos. 

Or* NALINAK8HA SANYALs I am not relorriug' to any particular 
case, but, Sir, 1 want the Hon’ble the Chief Minister to realise that so 
long as lie or any person of his .status remains in charge oi (he administra- 
tion he should at least have the fairness to place this oliicer in the same 
category as other ordinary humble citizens in taking their trial before 
courts of law. You could not deny justice to oilier hundreds of citizens. 
You should not allow a particular jMjrson to take his trial while sitting over 
the head of the police administration in the area while others will have to 
get evidence unde^ numerous difficulties, against the open and direct appli- 
cation of the Police Superintendent’^ personal power and abuse of power 
to get evidence created or evidence thwarted in that particular district. At 
the present moment 1 would not like to refer to that also. There was the 
famous case of Jiaganj rice looting which is going to 

Mr, SPEAKER: That is a different thing altogether. Do not make 
any reference to that. That is .so/b juihce. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 am not referring to lhat case, in 
that connection Mr. Pollard sent for tw<* witnesses from a distance of 14 
miles at dead of night 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are you making any reference to Jiaganj case P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am referring to an attempt by 
Mr Pollard to create false evidence in connection with tliat case. 

Mr, SPEAKER: No. T won't allow it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All right, 1 will not refer to that. 
ThiN Mi. Ihiilaid goc'^ aliout the stT‘(‘(‘ts of the town aiul of the district 
parading lii.s might while he wiile*% letteis to llie ifejiulv 1 n^|)ccli)r-( ieneral, 
Criminal 1 nve.stigalion Dejiartiueiit , over the district heail oi the adminis- 
tration. He accused right and lelt all the Indian oilicials of the place. He 
tried to bring into disiejiiite the Subdivisional Officer ot tli(‘ jilucc Innniuse 
he had the holdiie.ss and independent spirit of liaving convi(‘ted him and 
after enquiry all that ha^ been toiind to be without any - foundation . But, 
Sir, this secret and most mendacious a.v^istance that he is getting from the 
secretariat over here and from the white officers of the SecTetariat in 
particular has made administration virtually impossible. 

Sir, Mr. Pollard does not care the District Magi.stnite he does not care 
even the Divisional Commissioner. The Divisional Commissioner whom I 
approached personally told me in no uncertain t<*rms “I am fed up with 
him. I tried myself and I have several times written to Government to 
have him transferred, but if tho.se that are in power won’t do it, what can 
I do.” When Mr. Blaii was the Chief Secretary, I approached him. 
Unfortunately he is not here now and probably his testimony will not be 
available. But he told me in no uncertain terms “We are all fed up with 
him . I think the fit place for him would be to send him to the war. He 
would be the proper person on the Burmese front.” I say that his transfer 
S 
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was virtually fixed and ordered but I do not know wbat stood in the way. 
This is an officer who is a type by himself. 1 submit, Sir, with all the 
emphasis that I can command that this officer should no longer be 
permitted to stay in that office because he does not understand the respon- 
sibility of his office. He is oppressive in liis dealings, discourteous to the 
people and he does not care for the polic^y that Government proposes lo 
pursue in regard to the administration of the Police De[)artment. 

Sir, one word more and 1 have done. Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, my 
esteemed friend, who always stands up for justice and fair play (Mr. Kira^n 
Sankar Roy: Pretends to!) said a few words in favour of certain eminent 
persons and also had certain observation tv made regarding the famous 
judgment in the Pollard case and I would refresh his memory through the 
observations- that he made in the columns of the “Morning News”. 

I would submit that in Mr. Pollard we have a type of Rritish Imperialism 
tagged with white conspiracy (»f the meanest order that should be com- 
pletely uprooted. In connection with that conspiracy certain observations 
were made of one who holds a very higli position in the Judiciary 

Mr. SPEAKER: I won’t allow that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Why, Sir? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have understood the tr^'nd of sour argument. I 
won’t allow that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The ('hiet Ju.stice of Bengal was 
required lo deal justice but lias in.slead indulged in observations which 
prove his utter unfitness to hold the office. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is over. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Be in his privileged position abused 
his power and in the meaue.'^t way reflected on the conduct of the ex-Chief 
Minister, 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, one nuu mark the 
change of time that the new Goii'^titution has ma()e. One may ‘Jee it from 
the ini])ortunce that tlie ()j)j>o>ilion no^Nudays attach to tlie pidice demand. 
Those who belonged to the old Council before the Reforms would remember 
how Police budget and the police demand u.sed to be allowed a longer time. 
Police budget u^ed to be treated as the chief target of attack. In those 
days more than one day used to be allotted J^o the Police budget. I believe 
it is the new CVmstitiition that i.s responsible for this change. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; Please come lo the jioint. 
Time is short. 

The Hon'hie Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Nowadays Police budget 
Is one of those subjects which excite the least interest and the'veiy thin 
ettendance of the Opposition members on the Police debate is an evidence 
•f this fact. 
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MTi JOGE8H CHANDRA CUPTAs Why this archaeolog’ical investi- 
gation ? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If we leave out tlie speech 
of Dr. Sanyal for the time being, we find tliat the other two speeches, 
especially the speech of Mr. P. Banerji is one which can be found in any 
Assembly proceedings of the last five years 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. 
What are we discussing before the House? The old rouncil or the issue 
before the House? , 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, as far as the allega- 
gations against the Police are concerned, w'hene\er they are brought to our 
notice, they are enquired into. There is not a single service under Govern- 
ment or local bodies where more disciplinary action is taken than in the 
case of the Police There are more dismissals, more punisluiients, more 
drastic steps taken in the Police Dejnirtment of Governmeut than in any 
other department. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: And more reinstiitPiiientR aro ilicrc ! 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Tliey are the most corrupt. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: And, therefore, our policy 
is to eliminate corruption and op]»ression of the Police. I have insisted on 
this on every occasion from tlie Police force 1 have impiessed this upon 
the sop<jn*o! ofticcTs and at all eonferene(‘s of the Dejoity I ns])ectors-G<'neral. 

I have made it clear That we are not going \o .suppoit the :uhnn oi' high- 
handedness or any corruption h> the I'olice and in no circumstanc'cs can 
th(‘y exjicct an> support from us. Hut in tin* inaintcnaiicc of law ami order 
and in the discharge of their duties, if mistakes arc made whi're there is no 
question of zuJuvi oi ojipression, they can c\fn-cf full supjiort from Govern- 
ment. Therefore, Sir, I feel that this (iuestion t>f (orruption in the Police 
can only be effectively dealt wifli if wv have fhe support of the public. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: (( nes of oh, oh!) That is 
support of the opiiressed ! 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Support of the public; 
support of Dr. Sanyal or of anybody else wlio will not he a party to 
corruption. 

Mr. J. C. GUPTA: ? * 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: If you go .through th<> 
speeches and discussions on Police budget from time immemorial^ you wul) 
find that nothing else has been discu.ssed except corruption. Apart from 
the question of corruption, what other points have been raised here vhicfi 
vou w^ould ask me to reply to? * 

(A voice: W^hut about Mr. Pollard’s case?^ 

Now, as far as the case of Mr. Pollard is concerned, I am not going to 
express any opinion today or say anything about it, because his case is 
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likely to come op before me io one way or the other, and, therefore, I feel 
that it would not be fair for me to express any opinion when 1 may have to 
judge his case and his conduct in the near future. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinak-sha Sanyal that the demand of Es. 2, 71, (>3, 000 
for expenditure undcT the head “20 — Police’* he reduced by Rs. 100, was 
then put and a division taken with the following result: — 


AYES— 64. 


Abdul Hafii, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Majid, Mauivi (Mymensingh). 
Abdul Wahed, Mauivi. 

Abdur Razzak, Mauivi. 

Abu Hoaiain Sarkar, Mauivi. 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Azhar Ail, Mauivi. 

Badruddoja, Mr. Syed. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banerji, Mr. P. 

Baau, Mr. Santosh Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 

Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Oas Gupta, Or. J. M. 

Das Gupta, Snjut Narendra Nath. 

Oatta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Oolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. 

Outta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Faziul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 

Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, Alhadj. 
Hashem AM Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Idris Ahmed Mia, Mauivi. 

Jaialuddin Hashemy, Mr. Syed. 

Jalan, Mr. i. 0. 

Jonab Ali Majumdar, Mauivi. 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah 
Syed. 

Khan, Mr. Oebendra Lall. 

Kundu, Mr. NIshItha Nath. 


Lahirl, Babu Ashutoeh. 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 
Maniruzzaman Islamabad!, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hotain, Mr. 

Mookerjee, Dr. Syamaprasad. 

Muhammad Afzai, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Syed. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Mukerji, Mr. Dhirendra Narayan. 
Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh. 

Nandy, Maharaja Srischandra, of Cosslm- 
bazar. 

Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Paul, Sir Hari Sanker. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. KIran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. 

Sen, Mr. Atui Chandra. 

Sen, Jogesh Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Shahedali, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 

SInha, Srijut Manindra Bhutan. 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Mauivi HaJI. 
Waliur Rahman, Mauivi. 


NOES— 117. 


Ab.'ltil Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Hahz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. (Khulna). 

Abdul Hakim, Mauivi (Mymensingh). 
Abdul Hakim VIkrampuri, Mauivi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Jabbar, Mauivi. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Mauivi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed (Noakhall). 
Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdulla-al Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur |A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Siddiql, Mr. ^ 

Abdur Rasohid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rasheed, Mauivi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Mauivi S. 
(Howrah). 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah 
(Rangpur). 


Abdus Shaheed, Mauivi Md. 

Abul FazI, Mr. Md. 

Abui Hashim, Mauivi. 

Abul Hosain Ahmed, Mr. 

Abui Masud, Kazi. 

Abul Quasem, Mauivi. 

Ahmed Ali Mridha, Mauivi. 

^Ifazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Aminuilah, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 
Barma, the Hon’ble Mr. Premhari. 
Barman, Babu Shyama Prosad. 

Birkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. 1. A. 

Das, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. 
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IHm, Rai Saliil) Kirit Bhusan. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dasa, Babu Dsbendra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 
Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Faziul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Faztur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymensingh). 
Gladding, Mr. 0., C.I.E. 

Goiam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvi. 
Golam Sarwar Hoealnl, Mr. Shah Syed. 
Gomes, Mr. R. A. 

Goewami, the Hon'ble Mr. Tulsl Chandra. 
Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. * 

Hamiduddin Ahma^, Khan Sahib. 
Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Hasanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Hasina Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvl. 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Ispahan!. Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
Jaialuddin Ahmad, the Hon'ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Kennedy, Mr. I. G. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Leisk, Mr. John. 

McGregor, Mr. G. G. 

McPherson, Mr. G. P. 

Mahzuddin Ahmed, Maulvi (TIppera). 
Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behari. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, the Hon’ble Mr. Jogendra Nath. 
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohsin Ali, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvl M. 

Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 


Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Israli, Maulvl. 

Muhammad SIddlque, Khan Bahadur Or. 
Syed. 

Mukerjea, the Hon’ble Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Mullick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Mulllok, the Hon’ble Mr. Pulln Behary. 
Musharruff Hossain, the Hon'ble Nawab. 
Khan Bahadur. 

Mustagawsal Haque, Mr. Syed. 
Nasaruiiah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir, 
K. C.I.E. 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Pain, the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna. 
Powell, Mr. J. A. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarlnioharan. 

Raikut, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. « 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Sahruddin Ahmed, HaJI. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, the Hon’ble Mr. Khwala, 
C.B.E. 

Sirdar, Babu LItta Munda. 
Smyth-Osbourne, Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon'ble Mr. H. S. 
Tamizuddin Khan, the Hon'ble Mr. 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvl. 

Zlllur Rahman Shah Choudhury, Maulvl. 


Tlie A_\t‘s b4 and Uu‘ Noes 117 the motion was lost. 

Tim motion of Mr. Haripada CliattojiadliN av ilial the fbonand of 

Rs. 2,71 ,f)d, 000 for pxpenditurp under tlu- liead “20- rolmr" bo rediiood 

by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The niiftioii of Mi. IV Uanorji that tho domand of 11^. 2.7 1 ,tid,000 for 
expenditure under the head “20 — Police” be r<*duc(Ml ]>\ Its. 100 was then 
put and lo.st. 

Tlie motion of Mr, Nishithu Nath Kumlii lliat the demand (d’ 

Rs. 2,71,02,000 for expenditure under the head “2!l Police” l)e reduced 

by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. t 

The motion of the Hon’ble Ivhwaja Sir Nazimuddin that a sum of 
Rs. 2,71,02,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “20 — Police” 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 5-30 p.ni. till 2-J5 p.in. on Wednesday, 
the 22nd September, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

Tmc Assemhly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Wednesday, 
the 22nd September, 194''b at 2-15 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Ilon’ble Mr. Syed Nausheh Alt) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’bie Ministers and 184 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Lose of life and property in cyclono-affected areas of Midnapore and relief 
granted by Government. 

•61. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL; (a) Will the Hon’bie Minister in 
charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to lay on the Table a state- 
ment showing, thana by thana, in the district of Midnajxjre, the losses as a 
result of the cyclone and the tidal bores, occurring in the month of October 
last, under the following heads, viz.: — 

(i) the total number of deaths of — 

(1) human beings, and 

(2) cattle; 

(it) the total number of deaths of human beings from cholera aud 
other epidemic diseases after the cyclone and flood up to 31 st 
January, 1943; 

(in) the total number of houses destroyed; 

(iv) the approximate area of cultivated land in acreage, affected by ibe 

cyclone and tidal bores, resulting in total and partial destruction 
of crops; 

(v) approximate value of the crops damaged; 

(vi) approximate area in acreage fallen barren temporarily, being 

inundated bj^ saline flood; 

(vii) approximate number of tanks and ponds becoming useless for drink- 

ing‘and other puriKwes being polluted by saline water or corpses 
an\} carcasses ; 

(viii) total number of dead bodies of human beings, either buried or 
burnt by the official agencies and by private persons; 

(ix) total number of carcasses buried by the Government and private 

agencies ; 

(x) total number of families completely extinguished having Reference 

to the names of the villages where they lived; and 
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ixi) names of the viliapfes of which 50 to 00 per cent, of inhahitants 
either were washed awaj' or died of house collapse? 

\h) Will the Hon’hle Minister he also pleased to lay on the Table another 
statement showing:, tliana by thana — 

(i) the total number of persons rescued from the affected villages by 
the Government agencies after the cyclone sto|T])ed; 

(i/) the total number of boats engaged by the Government agencies in 
rescue work; and 

(iii) the amount of money spent up to January, 1943, to mitigate the 
sufferings of the people under the following heads, viz. : — 

(1) Gratuitous relief, 

(2) Agricultural loan, 

(3) Business loan, 

(4) Permanent house construction, 

(5) Fodder purchase, 

(6) Value of fodder supply, 

(7) In sinking tube-wells, 

(8) In constructing temporary sheds for giving shelter to 

hoiindess persons, 

(9) Agricultural cattle, 

(10) Milch cows, 

(11) Medical help, 

(12) Clothing, 

(13) Food for babies, and 

(14) Test relief work? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukorjea): (a) (i) to iiv) A ^statement is laid on 
Library Table. 

(v) Al)out Bs.ll crores in the district. Thanawari figures are not avail- 
able. 

(rt) Nil. 

(vh) Tamluk — about 5,000, 

Contai — about 3,500. 

{viii) Sadar (South) — 412. 

Sadar (North) — 09. 

Ghatal-^1. 

Jhargram — 2. 

Tamluk— 126. 

Contai — 7,367 
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(t^) Sadar (South) — 600. 

Sadar (North) — Nil. 

Ghatal — Figures not available. 

Jhargram — 334. 

Tamluk — 837. 

Clontai — 6,341. 

(,r) A statement is laid on the Library Table. 

(arr) The following are the villages in Contai police-station : 1‘ateswar- 
pur, Maslandipur, Baliput, Damodarpur, Manikraiput, Shamraibarti, .lalpai, 
Janubasan, Sardaput, Banamalipur, Gobindapur, and Madhabpur. 

(h) (/) and {it) The information is not readily available. 

{lit) Th/ntawari figures are not available. 

The up-to-date figures for the district are as follows ad senatini 

(1) About Bs.G3 lakhs, 

(2) Over Its. 67 lakhs. 

(3) Over Rs. 1,16, 000. 

(4) Over Rs.d2 lakhs. 

(5) Over Bs.T2,000. 

(6) Not yet distributed. 

(7) About Rs.3 lakhs. 

(8) Included in item (4), separate figures not available. 

(9) and (10) Included in item (2). 

(11) About Rs.2A lakhs. 

(12) About Rs.2‘7 lakhs. 

(13) 'Al>out Rs.2-25 lakhs. 

(14) About Rs.fiG lakhs. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: With reference to answer (h) 
(tit) (1), will the Ilon’ble Minister be pleased to state among how many 
persorivS was this 63 lakhs of rupees distributed? 

The Hon’ble Mr, TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It is impossible to 
say without notice. 

Mr, SUREN&RA NATH BISWAS: Will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleuvsed to stute^ at what rate that gratuitifus relief was distributed per 
family ? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: This gratuitous relief 
includes not merely cash but it was given in kind also. 

Mr, SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state at what rate the gratuitous relief in cash was distributed 
per family? 
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The Honlile Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I want notice because 
the rate was not uniform. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that a very lar^je number of persons, destitutes from 
these areas, have now flocked into Calcutta? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: May be. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: AVill the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he is aware that about half an hoin ago a family consisting of 
about five ]>ersons — hnir children and one woman— has been found lying 
near Burrabazar with one child almost in a dying condition removed by 
the A.R.P., and this family has come from Tamliik area? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: T do not know. 

Mr, 8URENDRA NATH BI8WA8: With reference to answer 
(b) ('ui') (^) relating to the distribution of immey for ])eriuanent construc- 
tion, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state at what rate the money 
was distributed for permanent bouse construction per family? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 (annot say without 
notice, 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BI8WA8: Will the lion l.h Minister be 
pleased to state whether he is awan^ that tluTc is a good deal of public 
grievance that sutficient money wain not distrib\it(‘d for hoU''e construction? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; 1 am not aware. 

Amount spent by Government for granting reliefs to people of Bengal. 

*62. Dr. 8ANAULLAH: (n) Wdl the Hon'bli* Minist(*r in ch.argi* of 
the IteveniK* Dejiartment be j>leas(‘d to lay on the 'I’able a statement show’ing’, 
thanu by than a — 

(i) the amount of — 

(!) te^t relief money, and 

(2) gratuitous relnd' money spent by the (fOverniiHMjt in Ihtj 
distrift of (ihittagong in the months of March, April, 
May and June, HMd; 

(i/) the total amount spent on tliosc heads in each district of the Ibrivinco 
during* the said months; 

(tii) the amount of money re(]uisii joricd b\ (lie Disliict t^^ficer, Chilian 
gong, for the purpose ;*and , 

(iv) the amount sanctioned by tlie (iovernmrmt during the said montlis? 

(b\ Is it a fact that the District Board of Chittagong appnuiiihed tho 
Government for an amount of — 

(i) Its. 75, 000 for test relief work; and 

(iV) Rs.25,000 for gratuitous relief as a first instalment during the said 
monthfi ? 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; (a) (i) and (ii) State, 
ments marked I and II are laid on the Library Table. 


(m) Test relief 

Gratuitous relief 
(iv) Test relief 

Gratuitous relief 
(h) Yes. 


Rs. 

1 , 00,000 

45,000 

1,00,000 

45,000 


. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’bla Minister be pleased 
to state what action has been taken by Goveriiirient to see that gratuitous 
relief and other forma of relief in Midnapore flood-aft'ected areas may not 
be withdrawn or stopped or reduced but may be continued in order at least 
to prevent destitute people from those areas from comings to elsewhere and 
seeking shelter? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Certainly. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, my question is what measures are 
Government contemplating to take or have taken to see tliat gratuitous 
relief or other forms of relief w’hich were being continued in Midnapore 
are not redu<'ed or stopped in order to prevent such peoi)le from coining 
into Calcutta and such other areas? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Since the relief has 
been continued, that question does not arise. 

8rijut MANINDRA BHU8HAN 8INHA: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that the Government relief operations in the cycloiu'-affecled tracts 
of Midnajiorc are not working well for the tact that voluntary workers are 
not available? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No 

Dr. GOBINDA CHANDRA BHOWMICK: Is the Hon ble Minister 
aware that gratuitous relief has now been stopped for which lots of people 
are dying just now? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: It has not been 
stopped. 


UNSTARREX) QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Panel of Assistant Head Masters during 1942. 

'' 27. M|UJlvi ABDUL HAKIM: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Education Department l>e pleased to state — 

{{) the names; 

(it) the experience; and 



1943.] 


UNDISPOSED OF QUESTIONS. 


121 


(iti) qualification of ix^rsons empanelled this year for the jKists of Assist- 
ant Head Masters y 

(b) Will the Ilou’ble Minister l)e pleased to .sUite if there have been ca.se.s 
of 8Ui>erse.ssion ? 

(c) If so, on what j^rounds? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’bie Mr^ Tamizuddin Khan): in) A statement furnishing tlie required 
particulars is laid on the Library Table. 

(h) Yes. 

(c) The officers su|>iM‘se<led were not considered fit lor piMuuotioii 

Babu MADHU SUDAN SARKAR: Will the lion l ie Minister ba 
pleased to state wliether the communal ratio rules were taken into considera- 
tion at the time of constitution of the panel? 

Khan Sahib Mauivi MAFIZUDDIN AHMED: Communal ratio lules 
an* not f^enerally r)bserved at the tiun‘ of const it utin*^ the pnmd, because 
tlie main thiri^*' that is taken into considt'ratxui is the <]U<*stion of seniority 
and efficiency. 


Undisposed of Questions. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, may I apain rrunind you end 
through you the office tliat questions that have herui sent hy the (lov(*rnment 
to the Assembly Department may not he held back. 1 understand, Sir, 
that one question addressed to the ITon’ble Ilevcnue Minister udat-ing to 
the Hoard of Pevenue — the numh(*r of cas(‘s that the Board ot iL'veniK* have 
been examining during the last three y(‘ars and so on — ol whi«h 1 Rjieci- 
fically enquired of him yesterday, if he had actually sent the I'cply to this 
office, has been rejilied and the (juesti(m had been sent to this office f«)ur 
days ago and yet 1 do not know where it is lying and h<»w is it that the 
question has not appeared in the order paper of tlu* Assembly, hurtber, 
Sir, I would like to enquire wdiat lias happened t(» the short-notice (juestion 
which I have put in regarding the relation of Mr. Stevens, tlie new hood 
and Civil Supplies Commissioner to the Civil Sui)])lies Directorate and the 
'Hon’bie Minister in charge. There is a good deal of sjitM ulation about the 
appointment of a new* Food Commissioner and I would like* some light to 
he thrown before tomorrow’s debate starts. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. SUflRAWARDY: I can give Uif" answer now. 
Mr. Stevens is the Secretary of the Civil Supplies Department. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, so far as the first part of your question is 
concerned, I enquired of the oflSce even this morning and 1 was told that 
80 far as this office is concerned, they are trying their best to put before 
the Assembly answers that are received from the departments. With 
regard to the question specifically mentioned by you, you say it is four days. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, three days ago the Hon’ble 
Minister told me. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have just enquired and I am told that no question 
is now pending in the Assembly Department. It might be in the press or 
somewhere else. The cycle requires about four days — that is what I am 
told. With regard to one question I must tell the House that the question 
is now pending before me for ray orders. It involves some question of 
procedure, but there is no delay as far as I can see in my office. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: If it is four days that is ordinarily 
taken by tlic office to place questions before the Ilrmse, then am I to under- 
stand that (juestions received by your office on' or after the 25111 instant will 
have no chance of being placed before the Assembly during the present 
session ? 

Mr, SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, the best (‘ourse would lx* for you to kindly 
see jue in my chamber, 1 will look into the mafter jx'rsonally. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: We have been hammering this question 
out for a If)ng tirm* and if no im])rovement is etfecled, there i> no help. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 can assure \ou thal there will be ahsidutelv no delay 
in the Assembly Department wdth regard to this matter. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, im >y 1 enquire what is the fate 
of iny (juestion relating to the delay in passing orders with regard to 
inerement of family allowances of security jirisoneis? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It will be lx •tier if the time of the House is not taken 
uj) in this way. Kindly see me in my chamber. 

Statement on Food Situation. 

The Hon»blo Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 am glad that I Lave 
an opportunity of making a bald statement today on the present aspect of 
the food situation H nterrujdioii from the ( )p]>ositioii benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order ])lea.se. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: It lionourahle members are 
not desirous ot hearing my statement 1 am not anxious to make a statement 
in the House. 

Mr. SPEAKER: The jiosition Ts that last night Mr. Hoy wanted that 
the Ministry should make a statement with regard to the food situation and 
that statement is going to he imide by the Ilon'hle Minister in charge of 
Civil Sui»i)lies, and I hope yon will kindly give him a patient hearing. 

The Hon»ble Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY: It is not a case of patient 
hearing. The honourable Leader of the Congress Party asked us to make 
a statement on what steps Government were taking and I am here tq make 
the statement. If honourable memhers in the Opposition do not wish to 
hear me I am not anxious to make the statement at all. 
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I am glad I have aa opportunity ol making a bald statement today ou 
the i)re8ent aspect of the food situation divorced from i ontn)\ersieH and in 
an atmosphere in which contemptuous and contemptible winds surcliarged 
with venom and with an eye to political propaganda 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: t'an't you give a bald and bale state- 
ments Can’t you leave all this nonsense outH It is absolutels nonsenta*. 

Rfli HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Thoroughly contemptuous. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: lie is just making a preliminary remark. If yon can’t 
tolerate even that i)reliminary remark it is very difhcult. 1 hojn* \ou will 
bear him. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He starts with giving otfence— venom 
and with an eye to political propaganda. 

Tho Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY* I am not giving ollem*e. 1 
hope that such remarks w'ill be foreign in today’s eontrovcr.sy. 1 was going 
to say — with an eye to political ]>ro]>airandu will be foreign. Mr. Kirun 
Sankar Hoy, the lionourable I^eader ot the (h)ugress Party, does not wish to 
enter into the reason why riee has disappeared from the market. So be it. 
The fact remains that in ,some ariais in llengal it has so disapjieared and 
the very natural (jiiestirin is — what are Government doing about itr' 

I shall first deal with greater Calcutta wliich is a wholly consuming 
centre. In this city rice and other loodgraiiis arc still being disliibuted to 
more than two million people 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Tt is no use tile Ministei' making the siato- 
raent it 1 cannot hear him. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: May 1 rec^uest the honourable 
Leader id tlie Ojipo^ition to cono- to ibi'' side. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Ma\ I reijm-st the Minister tit stand ujt here 
at the centre? (Laughter.) That would be better. Come along here and 
talk loudly with a brave heart. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1 am not ho young as the 
honourable Leader ot the Ojiposition. (Laughter.) 

In this city rice and other foodgrains are still being distributed to more 
than two million people through the industrial organisations, the Govern- 
ment of India and the Government of Bengal’s employi'es* shojis, the public 
utility eompanies, the railways, the Ordnance factories, the A.ll.P.. orga- 
nisations and a number of miscellaneous departments and organisations. 
About a lakh and 80 thousand maunds of rice per month are distributed 
through Government controlled shops and di.stributing centres, that is to 
aay, an average of 6,000 maunds a day. Food can be obtained in hotels, 
restaurants, and eating houses so that no one who has money need starve, 
Atta ts being sold through the controlled shops of Government, through 
ahops under the immediate control of the milks and througli industrial 
organisations — altogethei 360,000 maunds in the last month. A large 
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number of relief kitchens and cheap canteens are in operation in Calcutta 
and some organisations are even distributing free rice amongst the middle 
class people. To cater for the residue of the people that do not fall amongst 
any of the different categories we are taking steps to put more rice, atta 
and hajra on the market. I may state here that there is no dearth of dal 
and kalai. The police liave investigated each case where retailers 
have closed their shops. They have examined the books of the 
wholesale dealers to ascertain their stock and the reason why they are not 
putting the stock on the market. Orders have been issued to cancel the 
licences of those dealers who voluntarily do not put^their stocks on the 
market or who have ceased to trade, whether they are retailers or whole- 
salers, and also to prosecute them. In order to conserve and distribute the 
slock o{ wholesalers and tlie mills, retail shops were linked to wholesale 
dealers. The northern area wa^ linked to the wholesale dealers of Tlam- 
krishnapur in Howrah, while the southern area to the wholesale dealers and 
mills of (^letla. A certain amount of rice has been assigned to each retail 
dealer who wishes to continue biisines.s. The other day, 1 went to Jagu 
Babu’s Bazar and made enquiries and found that arrangements have been 
made to supply 100 shops with 4 maiinds of rice per day per shop and similar 
arrangements have been made in the other markets. Where we have found 
coiKH'aled sbx'ks of idee we have taken possession ol them. You may have 
seen in the papers that in Kumartuli 0,000 maunds of rice have been unearthed 
and these have been jdaced on the market through retailers; 3,000 maunds of 
rice from (’hetla have similarly been put on the market; 20,000 maunds of 
paddy are being milled to be put on the market. The position is definitely 
im])roviiig and more and more stocks are being placed at our disposal by 
the dealers who are prepared to play the game. The wheat supjilies from 
India have been satisfactory and this the hist time ni our existence that 
we have substantial stocks which we can jilai'e on the market. Distribution 
has to he carefully made. Frittering it away on the market is bound to 
lead to black marketing and tor that again Government will be rightly held 
responsible. Through the Flour Dealers’ Association we are opening up 
200 shops and through them w(‘ are going to place additional stocks of 40,000 
maunds of atUi per week on the market. We propose through suitable 
agen<’ie^ to put in additional (quantities of 3,000 maunds of rice per day on 
the market. Atta will be sold at (i annas per ^e^u' retail and rice at the 
controlled retail rate of price. As T have said above, tbere are jilenty of 
otht*r foodgrains like dal and kalai on the maiket ubieli are also food. AVe 
are also jiliieing oonsideiable quantities of hajni on the marked at 4-() ]>er 
seer ndail juue, li necessity arose, I coulcl flood the markets ot Calcutta 
with hajra, but'tlie reason why we are not doing so is that we do not want 
the chakkis to have sufficient hajra in their possession to adulterate the pure 
wlieat products which we are putting on the market and thus make clan- 
destine profits and incidentally pla(‘e an unpalatable product for consump- 
tion. Over and above this, we are keeping a tally of all the foodgrains 
which are ('oming to the railway stations, whether it is consigned t<5 us or 
to private merchants. The railways have been instructed not to allow 
persons to take their goods away from their sheds without the permission of 
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the Civil Supplies Department. Everyday they send us an account of the 
arrivals and for the time being we have decided to take up all rice and 
arha/r d<il and mustard seeds consigned to Calcutta in the name of private 
persons so as to secure equitable distribution. Of course, this does not apply 
to consignments sent to relief organisations who will have their supplies 
released to them. The Civil Supplies Department take over the consign- 
ments which Government have proposed to retain and the parties <*an take 
the rest away without having to submit their railway receipts to us so that 
the whole matter is not delayed by the issue of p(‘rmits, etc. Erdiikl.N , Sir, 
the steps which are in operation, and the steps which we are taking and are 
about to take in course of a day or two w'ill meet the situation satisfact(»rily, 
and there will be no outcry of lack of foodgrain^ in Calcutta except for 
political reasons. Hut there is (Uie thing here that I should like lo be well 
known that the distribution from the sho]»s will not be on a wholesale scale. 
A peison waiHing a maiind of rice all at onc<‘ will find it <liflicult to secure it. 

Now, as regards the mufassal, District Magist rules and Subdivisional 
OHiceis have been instructed to get ioodgruins from whatever sources they 

can and to see that the markets flow. It is withiti their [»ower (k 

voice: From the skyP) There are some foodgrains. If there were no 
foodgrains in llengal, bO million people would be dying tomorrow. It if* 
within their powers to requisition stocks where.socvcr available and to jmt 
them on the market at whatsoever price they think advisable, subject of 
course to its being within the eoiitndled prici* Subordinalt* oHieers, such 
as ('irde Officers and Police Officers 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it within their jmwei to manufacture 
rice out ot air? 

The Hon’ble Mr, H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: As there is going to be » 
discussion on the food situation. 1 shall give a nqdy at that time. I 
maintain, Sir, that there is ri<’e. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not m all parts 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: In soiiii- piirtK. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mhut al.out other |>arts!' 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: T npm Dr. Sanynl 

that rice is not available in all parl.s 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: When Mui Speak in general terms, you 
must make a distinction. * * 

The Hon*ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Subordinate officers, such as 
Circle ()fiicer.> and Police Officers, have powers to freeze stocks and then 
approach their Subdivisional Officers or District Magistrates, get an (»rder 
for acquisition and place the stocks on the market. These powers have not, 
unfortunately, been very well understood in .spite of instructions and w'e are 
in constant telegraphic communication with the local officers urging them 
to take these steps. The local officers have also powers to acquire these 



126 


STATEMENT ON FOOD. 


[22nd Sept., 


stocks at lower rates so as to bring home to the traders and the agriculturists 
that it is to their advantage to continue to trade and to sell at prices fixed 
by Government than to withhold stocks and bring about a collapse of the 
social machinery. We hope that by this means the agriculturists and 
traders will realise their obligations and in their own interest and for their 
own profit will place stocks on the market. It is to be clearly understood 
that there is no going back on our price contnd ; prices announced by us 
will be maintained and severer and severer measures will be taken to enforce 
it. In the meantime District Magistrates have been asked to place all their 
seized stocks and requisitioned stock.s, which apparently they were keeping 
back in order to meet a still worse time ahead, on the market and to use all 
their powers to see that the relief kitchens and the cheap grain .shops are 
kept in operation. Apart from this, we are sending rice from Calcutta. 1 
have already announced my programme and a considerable amount of lood- 
grains are on the way and arrangements have been made for the despatch of 
the balance. 8,000 tons of rice are being sent to the \arious mufassal areas 
directly from the Central Provinces. These are going to the deficit areas. 
(Dr. Syam.^prasad Mookeujek: Which areas?) I hav(‘ not got ilie distri- 
bution H(‘hem(^ hen*. 1 shall give you the distribution when the food debate 
will come uj). TI]» till now' we have never had sutficient amount to plan 
distribution even to meet the aeute needs of oui’ cheap grain shops. Now 
we ai(‘ beginning to get supplies in any (juantity foi the first time. We 
ai'e sending them out to deficit districts, hut it is clear tliat wc sliall never 
have sufficient suiijilies in Cah'utta to fill the markets of Bengal This is 
not a feasible proposition Wc are therefon* eom-ent rating on those areas 
w'liei'i‘ then' is an aeute distress, but obviously no one will expect that I 
should send foodgrains to surplus areas, when there are so man> deficit 
ari'as in great distress. I>et us take, for example, the ('use ot .lessore. 
Everybody know’s that tlessore is a surplus area 

Dr* NALINAK8HA SANYAL: AVe do not know Jiongaon ma,\ he, 
but not Tessore as a whole. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Although our ]»addy price 
today is Rs. 12-8, paddy at Bongaou is selling at Rs. It); \et there is some- 
thing seriously wrong there, if there no rice in Jessore. In any event 
we shall look into the matter hut surely no one ex]>eets that we should send 
rice from .Tessore to Cah'utta when it can be transferred from one part of 
Jessore to another. I believe, how’cver, we have done even this as an 
emergent measure. Apart from the stocks which are being sent to Calcutta — 
stocks which only very recently arrived (Dr. Nvlinaksh v Sany ai. : Maulvi 
Serajul Islam w'ill tell you), wheat products arc being made available to 
the districts directly from the despatching centres and 8,000 tons of wheat 
produi'ts are going directly to the mufassal areas. I may state here that we 
have planned for .sending 26,000 tons of wheat products to the mufassal 
directly from the Punjab, but this w'ill of course depend upon the speed of 
procurement and despatch from that provim'c. There is also in^^er-district 
movement of fcaxlgrain-s; foodgrains which have been acquired by our agents 
in the surplus areas are being removed to the deficit areas at once and if 
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owing to some reason or other there are no foodgrains in the market even in 
the surplus areas instructions have been issued to utilis(‘ t)ur purchases for 
the purpose of feeding the markets. 

These are, in short, the ste])8 that Government are taking in the matter. 
We are doing our work and I would like to take this o])port unity once more 
to plead for co-operation of the members of tlie Opposition and of the 
public at large in carrying out our policy. An attempt is being ileli- 
berately made to keep back stocks from the market so that our j)nce (oiitiad 
policy may be revised. As 1 have said helon* \\e arc not going to (ake oil 
the control in prices and >\e arc delcrmimal to enforce it with gnaiter and 
greater severity. Id tlu' leadtu’s (d‘ the public I make an <'arnesl rc'ijuest — 
those who have inf}uenc(‘ with tin* traders, those who have intliHuice with 
the agriculturists — to use all their influence to see that suiplus stoidvs are 
]>laced on the market and that trade and busin(‘ss onc(‘ more revivi*. 

'Jh«M‘(* is one other point that 1 would like the honourahh* imunbers and 
the ])uhlic to H'alist'. The* amount of ric(‘ wt* ha\e betm allotted is viTy 
ineagic compared to our ie({uir(‘ments. Wheat and wheat jiroducts and 
itdii'it ale being smil in larger and laiger (piantitii's from (»utside. We 
must g'ct aicustomed to eat thesr* substitute foods, and we shall not be able 
to satisfy any per>on wlio may <daim tbat he must have his customary 
undiluted ric(‘ diet and in (juaiitities in whiidi he us(»d to get it. 
(Mr. SruKMJiM N \tu Uiswms : Try yourself first) Jict us all try and juit 
ou! shouldeis to the w held and tide over the dilliculties that surround us 
on all sidi'^j. 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, may I ask one 
(lUCstion!'' Will the Kon'ble .Minister lx* }»!eas(‘d to state 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ; Sir, 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 4diis is not a discussion. There was 
a demand from the Opposition yesterday that a statemerii sliould be made 
by the Hoii’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies, lie has made that 
statement. 4’herefore the matter ends there. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, are we going back on the 
convention which was established in tliis House that the Jlon’ble Jicader 
of the House and the Hon’ble Leader of the Opposition are entitled to make 
a statement any time? 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not going back upon that convention at all. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Thank you. 

Mr. SPEAKER; At the same time I say this is not an opportune 
moment. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I claim the right of expressing the 
views of the Opposition on the outrageously false statements that have been 
made, 

Mr.'’8PEAKER: Order, order. Now the House will take up the 
Demand for Grant — General Administration. 

9 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, on the recommenda- 
tion . (Interruption.) 

Mr. A. K, FAZLUL HUQ: I wish to know whether you will permit 
me to put a question. The Minister has made an appeal to the public for 
co-operation. Bo you expect, Sir 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. I have said already that this is not 
an opportune moment for raising any discussion on the food problem. 
Yesterday there was a demand and that demand has been fulfilled and you 
must rest satisfied with that for the present. The question before the 
House is a most important matter, viz., the consideration of the Budget. 
You all know . (Interruption.) 

Order, order. This is not a statement from any Hon’ble Minister. This 
is a statement from the Chair and 1 hope you will realise your duty of main- 
taining the dignity of the House. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I realise my duty towards my own people 
more tliau my duty to anything else. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nobody denies that. But youi- present duty, 1 think, 
is to consider the subject that is before you and that is the Demand for 
Grants. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Do you deny the Leader of the 
Opposition his customary right to make a statement at any siage? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have not the slightest desire, it iar Ijom me. to 
deny to the Opposition a lair and reasonable ojqxnl unity ol discussion or 
even any opportunity to the Leader (d the Opjiosition to make a statement. 
Now it is desirable to remember in this coniiecUon wliat hapiiened. II 
the Leader of the Opposition had been here yestenlay to make this demand 
tliat would have been quite jiroper. He did not do it. Still I allowed 
another leader of another group to make this demand and I allowed even 
another leader to make an addition to that statement in sjiite of the 
Opposition of the Hon’ble Minister, and today the Minister for Civil 
Supplies has made a statement. Due to the importance of the question 
of food problem, due to the fact that there was a demand and also due to 
the fact that the statement made that there was scarcity of rice was very 
serious I allowed it. Otherwise I would not have allowed it. After the 
Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies has made his statement I am sorry 
I cannot allow the Opposition to make any further statement. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I do not w’aut to make a statement. I 
want to put questions to the Hon’ble Minister. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I know what it means. You will put certain questions 
about the statement; it will be a sort of cross-examination. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I will put him questions regarding the 
statement of the Hon’ble Minister which I do not accept as true. 


Mr. SPEAKER: No. 
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Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I want to put a question specifically. D 
is not a question of “I have done this, I have done that, and I sliall do 
this”. People are dyin"- by thousands and I want to know if this Govern- 
ment can stop what is <roin^^ on. 

Mr, SPEAKER: No discussion is j)ro})er at this staj>:e. 


DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

• 25— General Administration. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On the recommendation of 
Pis Exccdlency the Governor 1 he<j: to move (Interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: It appears to me that you are not in a pro])er mood. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We are not. We are ifi a liuiij.'ry inoofl ; 
we are in an eatino mood. \\ v want to eat up 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order. Sii Nazimmldin 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: On tlie riMauninendation oi 
His Exeelh'ncy tlie Go\ernor I be^'* to move that a sum of (interrupt ion ) 
Rs. l,’{().Sd,()()(l 1)(‘ f^ranted lor expenditure und(*r the li(‘ad ”25 — (irmeral 
Administration.” ( Intel ruption.) 


Point of Order, 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: On a point of order, Sir It is 
extremely desiialih* that wv should approach tin* (|U(‘siion in a vers 
dispassionate spirit. You have said that budget discussion is very 
important, very imjiortant from the Oj>position point of view. We arc 
^oiii^^ to lo.se our time tor the cut motions. What is the harm Sir, if you 
allow some of our time to be used by a statement of tlu* Leader of th(' 
Opposition on a matter which does not brook any delay. Sir, you have 
appealed for dispassionate consideration. J appeal also to you as custodian 
of the rights and dig^nity of the House to rise to the occiasion and to be 
alive to the importance of the necessity for savinf^ time. I appeal to you, 
Sir, to revise your ruling and to allow the Leader of the Opjiosition tx) 
make a statement or put qucvstions which is only the same thing but different 
in phrase. After all the Food Minister has made a departure by making 
a statement which you have allowed. Why.*^ Hecause it was necessary. 
It is also important to know the Opposition point of view.* The Ijeader 
of the Opposition just as the Leader oi the House is above ordinary 
conventions and the necessities are above the ordinary. Please do not stand 
in the way of the statement coming from the Leader of the Opposition. 

I have here in my pocket a letter which I have just received from the 
Secretary^of the Muslim T^eague of my district. People are dying there 
and everybody is receiving letters like that. Considering the gravity of 
the situation budget discussion is a mockery and a mimicry. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: I think you began with saying that you are going tc 
raise a point of order, but practically you have said everything that could 
be said on this question. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: On a point of order, Sir. Wher 
you have allowed the Food Minister to make a statement are you goin" 
not to allow the Leader of the Ojiposition to make a statement on this all- 
important question now? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Are you going, Sir, to allow 
Nero to fiddle when Rome is burning? If that is your order, we on tlit 
Opposition will not yield: if it is in order, it is in order; if it is a disorder, 
it is a disorder: we on this side of the Opposition will not allow the llon’bhj 
Sir Nazimuddin to move his motion. 

Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, you allowed the llorrhk 
Minister in charge of Civil Supplies to make a statement about the jiosiiion 
of food supplies as it stands today. Yesterday Mr. Kiran Sankar ib)y 
pointed out to you the seriousness of the situation that has been chaii^in^ 
from bad to worse from day to day. It was irom that point of view that 
it was up to the Ilon’lile Minister in charge to make a statement. He hu" 
made that statement and you say tl.at further discussion will take place 
on the 27th September, i e., fi^e days Iroin today. Y'ou know% Sir, how 
the situation is undergoing change from hour to hour; and it is going trom 
bad to worse. We want to have a definite decision on the part of Covein- 
ment in the matter of supply of food to our peo})le. That is the thing 
wdiich we want and from that poifit of view’ the HoiTble Jjeader of tlie 
Ojijiosition wanted to ntakc: a statement. He tniglit make some constriutive 
suggestion to the Hon’ble the Food Minister to meet the urgency of the 
situation. From that poijit of view' I would re<iiiest you to allow the 
Leader of the Opposition to make a statement. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: May I make one suggestion, Sir? It is that the 
Jlon’ble the Home Minister should la allowed to move the main demand 
for Oeneral Administration and we should pass that motion without 

discussion and then we can discuss the food question . (Cries of “No”, 

“No”, from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: May I make one request to you. Sir? The 
House has observed and you must have observed also that as soon as the 
Minister for Civil Supplies had finished reading his statement he turned 
his back on 'the House and immedthtely ran away. Ibat is most dis- 
respectful to the House, disrespectful to the Speaker and unworthy of the 
Ministeriar Benches. Will you bring him back and teach him good 
manners? 

Mr. BREAKER: It is beyond my power to teach him. Y^ou may teach 
him if you can. Sir Nazimuddin, I think you have moved your motion. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: Yes. 

Mr. BREAKER: Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal. 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWASs Before you ask auy honourable 
member to move his cut motion, may I rise ami point imt to you that the 
main demand has not been moved. 

Mr. SPEAKER: He has moved his demand. Hr. Nalinaksha Sanyul. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, item No. II comes first befoi'e 
mine. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I undt^rstand that the arrangement was that your 
motion should be moved first. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: 1 submit, Sir, that in the temper tliat 
the House is now in, j)arlicularly when the Hon’ble the lAuider of the 
Opposition wanted to make a statement by virtue of the rip'ht vested in him 
by convention, it would be extremely unfair and improj»er on my ])art to 
seek to divert the attention of the House* to any other matter whi(‘h is tnuch 
less important today for the jjrovince than the food (juestio'n. Sir, I hcf^- 
of you to permit the Ilon’ble flu* J;eader of tin* Opp(»sition to make a full 
statement on this ([iK'stion as he desiri's to do. In the* cireumstanc(‘s if it 
is your desin*, it it is the desiie of tlie (lovernment ]>arty to ride rouj^h- 
sliod over the House and pet their Budpet pass(*d, let tlnun do it. With 
all the sincerity that ^^e can command, we supp’csi that the food situation 
is so p-ravc that that matter must b(‘ thrashed out prop(‘rly befon* we can 
apply our mind to anythinp: else. As the order jiaper shows, our intention 
IS to move tin* various cut motions and if the Minister in charpe lias any 
sense of jirojiortion he would certainly see that some* of tliem can (’crtainly 
wmit and the food situation can be taken uj> first. It is now 3 o’clock and 
w'e can pive fifteen oi’ twi'iity minutes to the Ia‘a(h*i’ of the Opiiosition to 
make his statement. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Hr. Sauyal, 1 called upon )ou to move your amend- 
ment and you have delivered a sermon to me. 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, it was far horn my miurl to delivei 
any sermon to you. 

Mr, SPEAKER: All lipht, J withdraw tlic word “sermon” wh(*th(*i it 
wa.s meant for me or for anybody else. But. what J am afraid of is this: 
wu’thout minimisinp the imjiortaiice of the food piobb'in, I think you will 
apiee with me tliat the Budpet demand siiould be jiassed today- the Hodpet 
demand fixed for today. — and in these circufnstanccs yon will also apree 
with me that tin* Budpet demand should be passed first an#! then as mueh 
fime that will be left will lie piiaui to the Ia‘a<ler of the Ojiposition to make 
a statement. * 

Dr, NALINAKSHA SANYAL; Sir, budpp-t discussions are our 
privilepe and we can wait for half an hour befon* tlie Budget is taken uji. 

Mr, .SPEAKER: That may be your privilege, but I hold that the 
Budpet must be fini.shed first, and f call ui>on you to move your amend- 
ment. 
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MTi KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Spciiker, may I make one submission? 
I know and all of us on this side of the House know that the Government 
by the foot work of its followeis can pass this Budj,^et : they have got 
votes on their side. But I repeat what I said yesterday that, in view of 
the statement that has been made, which is unsatisfactory — completely 
unsatisfactorily, it is no use discussing the Budget. As a matter of fact, 
Sir, if statements and ordinances could provide food, people w^ould have 
died of over-feeding rather than ])y staiwation. In these circumstaiu'es it 
is no use taking part in the Budget discussion, I and tlie party ^^hich 
I have the honour to lead will take no part in the proceedings of the House 
today for it is a shaiiieful nio(*kerv t<> waste time in thi^ House on thi^ 
Budget discussion. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: May I make a su])mission, Sir, with 
due resj)(‘ct to you? You have said that it is your duty to see that the 
Budget is passed today. There is a time limit and if by that time the 
Budged is not finished you can automatically apjdy the guillotine and the 
Budget W’ill be jjussed. But what stands in the way of \our coii'^enting t(t 
(he Jjcader of the Opjeosition making a statenumt on the food ])rob](un and 
taking up the time which would ordinaril\ be taken uj) by the cut motions 
which are entirely the prnj)erty of the Opjxisition? If they an* pre})art‘d 
to part W'ith the privilege*, why should the Sjieaker stand in tin* way 
provided tin* final i)assing of the Budget is not in an\ way jeopardised at 
the appointed time? May T ask you resi)ectfully to consider this sugges- 
tion? As Mr, Stark has made the opposite suggt*s(ion, J am asking \ou 
w'hether the Leader of the Opposition should not be allow ('d to make a 
stal(‘meni now and ultimately when the time for passing the Budget (‘ome,^ 
you may consider other asp(‘cts of the (juesti(>n. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think even al((‘r I have repeatedly said that ihe 
Budget should have j)recedenc<‘ it lias been aigued by nu‘nilH*r alter member 
that 'the Leader of the Opposition should be given an o])poi tunity to make a 
statement before the Budget is taken up. The (iue>tion is wlndlnu' it should 
be taken up before the Budget or after the Budg(‘t That is tlie only jioint : 
practically it comes to that, (Cries of “IVo, no’’ from the Opposition 
Benches.) I am now' sjieaking on the suggestion made by Mr. Basu. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: But there will be no business before 
the House after the Budget is passed. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: They will withdraw after the 
Budget. , 

Mr. SPEAKER: But I am not going to adjourn the House : that I can 
say. 

The budget demand has been moved. (A member from the Ojiposition 
benches: It has not been moved.) It has been moved. I allowed him to 
move and he has moved it. If you say it has not been moved, that won’t 
do. The rule says clearly — if you turn to rule 15(3) you will find — “On 
a day allotted under sub-rule (1) for the voting of demands for grants, no 
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other business shall, except with the consent of tlie Speaker, be taken up 
earlier than one hour before the time j^revioiisly fixed by the Speaker for 
adjournment for the day”. 

Mfi 8ASANKA SEKHAR SANYALs When those rules were framed, 
the food situation was not like this. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, it gives the discretion. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: After the rules, many ordinances have 
l>een passed and many people have gone from this side to that side. 

Mr. J0CE8H (THANDRA GUPTA: ITn* riih* does not stand in the 
way. 

Mr. SANTOSH KUMAR BASU: Ma> 1 a]>peal again to >ou not to 
take away 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 have not y(*t. finislied. 1 do not (piite uiuhnstand 
why this insistence that this statenoMit should coim* fiist and then the 
Ilndget. '['hat is the rt'al point that is troulding me 1 luive lu'ard a 
\\his])er to tlu' ettect tliat alter tlie Ibidget demands are assented to, peiliaps 
members on tlie (Tovernment side will disa])])ear. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: They may \anish or may not 

Mr. SPEAKER: That ajijnehension, I am afraid. ma\ not he (jiiite 
correct. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: It IS the privil(*ge of the 
Op])Osition to utilis(‘ the time. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I know that it is \our j>ri\ilege to utilise the time in 
any way you like, hut at the same time there are these definite rules which 
]>it‘\ent matteis relating to Budget lieing delayed and that is why I am 
trying to understand •\^hy this demand has been made that it should he 
hefoT(‘ th(‘ Budgtd demand and not alter the Bmlgrd demand. I lor myself 
ha\(' not yet hemi aide to understand it. I'herid'ori*, I would ajrpeal to 
you to see that this matter is gone ihrough and then there will he am[)le 
opportunity for the Leader ol the Ojiposition to make a statemmit. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRASAD MOOKERJEE: Sir, rnaN 1 make this statennuit. 
You said just now that you ai’e at a los.s to understand what difference 
there was if you allowed a di.scus-'ion aft(‘r the Burl^»et on (iejieral 
Administration . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Not a di.sguhsiori but a statement. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: If you allowed *a statement by 

the Leader of the Opposition after the Budget on General Administration 
has been considered and .passed. Now, Sir, our submission is this. You 
allowed a statement to be made today by the Hon'ble Minister for Civil 
Suppliej on a request made by the Opposition yesterday. Now, that itself 
wa« something exceptional but you allowed it in view of the exceptional 
circumstances now prevailing in the province. The statement which has 
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1)6611 mad 6 by the Minister we consider to be utterly unsatisfactory. We 
do not merely wish to raise a discussion on that statement hut we are most 
anxious to put certain specific questions to the Minister in respect of certain 
matters arising out of this statement itself, particularly with regard to the 
serious condition prevailing in the nuifassal. The Hon’ble Food Minister 
has said with regard to the mufassal. Oovernment has issued instructions 
to Magistrates, Subdivisional Officers and police officers to unearth stocks 
wherever available. Is that going to save the situation? 

Now the constitutional point which we raise is this, that having allowed 
the Hon’ble Minister to make that statement, it is the privilege of the 
Leader of the Opposition to rise as soon as his statement is made and to 
put any question or to make any statement as he may consider it necessarj*. 
It is not a question of any favour that we are asking either from the llouse 
or from yourself. It is a valued right that the Leader of the Opposition 
should be allowed even in normal circumstances to make a statement 
whenever he considers that such a statement should me made. Now, that 
is even more doubly serious in view of the peculiai’ circumstanees under 
w'hicb today’s statement by the Minister has been made. We wanted the 
Minister to remain here. We wanted liim to listen to the point of view 
of the ( )f)})osition to be voiced through the Leader of the Opposition and 
if necessary the Food Minister could have got up and made some supple- 
mentary remarks. It may be, Sir, that perhaps from the strictly technical 
point of view, all these may not be allow'ed, but the situation in the 
province is so serious that we feel that we should not add to this present 
atmosjdiere of unreality by continuing the Budget discussion on General 
Administration but rather should have some definite replies from Govern- 
ment with regard to supply and distribution of foodgrains specially for 
the dying millions of Bengal’s population outside the fortunate city of 
Calcutta. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I h ave heard every aspect of the question and I am 
of o])inion that after the d(‘mand for General Administration has been 
moved by the Home Minister it is desirable that this matter be finished, 
and after the Budget discussion is finished, then certainly if time is avail- 
able I would allow the Ta'ader of the Oj)position tc make a statement. 
T)r. Sanyal. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: My leader has already made the 
position of this party clear. We consider this Government to be seeking 
to maintain tlumiselves in power by distributing jiatronage, by increasing 
the number of Ministers and Parliamentary Secretaries 

Mr. SPEAKER: Are >ou moving? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; No, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then I am not going to allow you this. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL; I am not going to listen to this school- 
masterly behaviour from you. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Please sit down. 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I will not. It is absurd. I ani 
standinj,^ on my rights and privileges. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Roy. 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: Mr. Speaker. 1 am very s('rry I cannot 
help you in this matter. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUl HUQ: Will you permit me now to make a short 
statement ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Fazlul lOnj, 1 think jt would mean for me 
abdication of my position and 1 would go out of oflice allogether ratlier 
than to allow this sort of disorderlv conduct iri tliis House. ((Vies of 
“hear”, “liear” from (iovernment benches.) I would insist upon every 
member of tliis House to help me to maintain ordei in this House. It may 
be that my ruling is absolutely wrong; it may lu‘ that 1 have not given 
[U’ojiei- facilities to the Oftpo^ilion uhiidi they are under the rules or undiT 
any convention entitled to, but I think if an\ ]>ar] iannmtary institution 
is to go on in this country I am entith'd to th(‘ sU|)]H»rt and tli(‘ co-op(‘i‘a( ion 
of every honourable nuutdiei’ of this House. Otlu'rwise it will be sinijily 
imposvsible to carry on administration. It lias been said that my conduct 
is school-masterly. Well, I hav(* been in this Houst‘ for a pretty long 
time and I know that 8omelinM‘S the conduct of tlx* Speaker has to be that 
of a school master. If ther(‘ are boys and students, if th(‘n‘ an* niemhers, 
who behave like naughty boys. 1 have got to b(‘ha\e liki* a schoid master. 
It is far from nn* that I should be harsh on anv member. I know the 
dignity of every member (d this House and niv dig'nit\ is the dignity of 
tlie members of this House. If tlx* nx'inlx'rs are lorgeltul ot that jiosition, 
I think it is better for the Speaker that lx* should eitlx*!' b'uve the ('hair or 
that he should be supjmrted bv the members ot this House. I want to 
know if the Opposition i> f)r(*j)ared to sufipoit me in tliis matt(*r. 

Mr. A, K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, I am cxticmely sorjy to find that you 
hav<‘ lost your temper. You are on'- oi those men a limit whom I had the 
highest reg^ard that nothing can niflb* the ti'inper of a man who t hioiigliout 
bis life has been not nx*!ejy a jiublie ‘^mvant but a s<M\ant of tlie jx-ople. 

Now, Sir, you ha\e been talking about your dignit\. Vour dignity n 
our dignity; your dignity is the dicnit\ oi the H(Hi>e, but [lermit me to 
point out to you that my dignity i- the digniiv of the peo])b* ot Bengal at 
tlx* t**‘‘’^cnt moment. ^Afiplause inoji tlx* Oppo'-ition benches and eiie^. of 
“(lue>tion” from the Ministerialist beiielx's.i 

T ask you, Sir, not in a spirit r»f tempi*! hut I ask you to bring liaek 
to yoiii- mind the se<*iie that was en.'x‘t(‘d M? Snhrawardy. He made a 
statement — good, bad or indifferent ; that is a dilTen nt matter. Tmmediab*ly 
be mad# tbe statement be put something into bis montb, turned bis back 
and went out. Sir, I consider it an act of dis<‘ourtesy to this House, an 
act of discourtesy to tbe Opposition, and T submit, Sir, that in these 
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circumstances we certainly took it very much to heart that such a thinj? 
should have happened. You realise, Sir, that it is not a question of Budget. 
You will allow me two minutes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I pennit you to go on. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: You have not allowed me, but if you do 
allow me I shall be very much obliged. I may tell you that we look upon 
this Budget as a most dishonest Budget. We do not care two brass buttons 
whether this Budget is passed or not. The Budget will be passed. People 
will die in millions, but this House will pass this lUidget. It means that 
all this is not parliamentary procedure but a colo.ssal -humbug. We have 
nothing to do with it. The reason why "we are anxious, as my friend 
Dr. Mookerjee has said, is to point out to the Minister the mistake that he 
has b(‘en committing and to givM* some very practical suggestions, and, Sir, 
it is not a (piestion ot })assing the Budget. If you had allowed us to >[)eak 
we would have economised time, and after having (‘oncentraled on ojie or 
two motions we would lunc pass(‘d the Budget without a division. Even 
now we are willing to pass the Budg(‘t without a division if (lovernuienl 
gives an undertaking that it would ])rocure and give food to tlie staiving 
millions of Bengal. Mere voids and mere ])joniis(>s will not do. The 
Minister has said that District Magistrates have been gi\en instiuciions 
and dii'ections to find food. T find. Sir, a Distuct Magistrat(* of a very 
imjiortant district sitting* in the gallery. Let him say if he can really 

find food for his ow'n distri(‘t. Lei him (*om(* out and make a state- 
ment . 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is n<»i III oriliT to rolor to tlie jjallery. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: All right, Sir. So far as we are (*onoerued, 

so far as this jiarticular portion ot the demand is conceined, I submit that 
we do not want to take any part in these discussions. W(‘ have (economised 
time for you. 

(At this stage tlie Opposition memb(‘rs valked out of the (^hamber.i 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY : zrprflll Speaker 
Speaker ti] 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hav<‘ said what I had to say and I have got to d(» 
my duty. 

Mr. ABDULLA AL MAHMOOD : Yi*"; more llian your duty. 

(At this stage the House, was adjouriUHl for 20 minutes.) 

DEMAND FOR GRANT. 

25— General Administration. 

(After tidjournment.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is unfortunate that the Opjiosition is not here. But 
we have got to go on with our work. We cannot but see that the Budget 
scheduled for today’s work is gone through and the expenditure ‘assented 
to. So I put the first demand to the House. 
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The motion of tlie Ilon'ble Klnvnja Sir Nazimuddin that a sum of 
Rs. 1,*^0,83,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “25 — General 
Administration” was then put and agreed to. 

25— General Administration—Debt Conciliation. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, on 
the recommendation of His Kxcelhmev tlie Governor I heg to move that 
the demand of Rs. 20,02,000 be granted for expenditure under tlie head 
“25 — General Administration — Debt Goneiliation”. 

Sir, should I m^ke any .speech? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No, it is not necessary. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. dogendra Nath Mandal that a sum oi 
Ra. 20,G2,()0(» be {■raub'd for exi>cii(li(un' inider the lieud ‘'25— (leiienil 
Administration — Debi Oonciliatioid’ \ias tbeii pnl and a^riM'd to. 

42— C(M>peration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. JOCENDRA NATH MANDAL: Sir, on tbo rooom 
mendation of Tlia Kxccdleiicy ibe (iovernor 1 la'tr to move Ibat a aum of 
Rs. 10,72,000 be oranted for expenditure under (lie liead •'42— do-operation" 

Sir, I would like (o make a short speeeli on this demand. 

Mr. SPEAKER; You need not. It is not neeessary. 

The motion of the Hon'ble Mr. .JoRendra Nath Mandal that a sum of 
Rs. 16,72,000 be ffranted for expenditure under the head "42— Ho-oj>eration' 
was then put and agreed to. 


Adjournment. 

The House wun tlieii adjouriM'd at ]).m. till 2-1*) ]).m. on Tlmrsday, 
the 23rd Sejitember, 15)43, at the As'^cMiildy liousi’, (hilcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935 . 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Thursday, the 
23rd September, 1943, at 2-15 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon ’hie Mr. Sykd Naxtsher Ali) in the Chair, 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 193 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Petitions from Budge Budge Jute Workers for a Conciliation Board. 

•63. Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN: {a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in chargs 
of the Commerce and Labour Department he y)lease<l to state whether (lov- 
emment have received any l)etiiion from 30,000 Budge Budge jute workers 
on the 11th July, 1941, for a (Conciliation Board!" 

(h) If so, will the Ilon’lde Minister be pleased to state whether Govern- 
ment have appointed any — 

(t) Conciliation Board, or 
(it) a Court of Enquiry, or 
(til) an adjudicator, 

in any jute mill dispute up till now? 

(c) If not, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state the reason 
thereof? 

(d) Will the Hon’hle Minister he pleased to state what actions, if any, 
Government have taken — 

(t) to implement the assurances given by a former Minister 

Mr. Shainsuddin Ahmed on behalf of the Government to the 
Budge Budge strikers at their meeting held on the 15th February, 
1942, under the Chairmanship of the Secretary, Budge Budge 
Jute Workers’ Union; or 

(u) to give effect to the letter of the said Secretary written on their 

behalf on the 22ud Eehruarv, 19^2, for immediate settlement of 
the ‘]ong-j>ending dispute either — 

(1) by arbitration, or 

(2) by Conciliation Board, or 

(3) by a Court of Enquiry? 

(«) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether any rew jute 
mill dispute regarding any jute mills in Budge Budge and other areas are 
pending in the file of the Tiobour Commissioner ? 
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if) answer to {e} is in tlie affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 

be pleased to state — 

(/) what are the jute workers’ demiiiuls; and 

(ii) what action, if any, Government have taken or propose to take to 
deal with the same? 

(g) If no action is taken by the Government, will the lion’ bio Minister 
be pleased to state the reason for the same ? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr. K. 
Shahabuddin): (a) Yes. 

{h) Courts of Enijuiry were appointed in eonneciion with trade disputes 
in Bally Jute Mill and New Central Jute Mill. 

(c) Does not arise, 

(d) (i) 1 have no information of an\ such ussuranees havinp^ l)een pi von. 

(ti) A representation was remved from the Secretary, Budge Budge 

Jute Workers’ Union, on behalf of the workers. The Union was retiuested 
to furnish full facts and figures in support of the representation. No reply 
was received from the lUiion although a reminder was issued. No action on 
the representation has therefore lieen possible. 

(e) Yes. 

(/) (i) Complaints of wrongful dismissal, pra>er for gratuity or pension, 
and demand for adequate sup]>Iy of foodstuff at low price. 

(u) Inquiries have been made regarding alleged wrongful dismissals and 
prayer for gratuity or jiension and suitable action taken in emdi case. The 
demand for adequate sujiply of foodstuff was (’onsidered vague. Specific 
demands have since been formulated which are under consideration. 

(g) Does not arise. 


Cholera in Kakdwip and Government measures to check it. 

•64. Mr. P. BANERJI: (a) Is the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Public ITealth and Local Self-Government (Medical) Department aware of 
the fact that — 

(i) cholera in an epidemic form broke out in lot No, 1 (Kakdwip tbana) 
in January last; and * 

(u) the President, Diamond Harbour Relief Committee^ sent a telegram 
to the Director of Public Health for relief work? 

(h) If the answer to (a) (ii) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state what action was taken in the matter? 

(c) Will the Hon’hle Minister be pleased to state what steps have so far 
been faken to cope with the havoc caused and now being caused by cholera 
in wSaugor Islands? 
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Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khan 
Bahadur Mauivi Jalaluddin Ahmad): ia) (i) Ye^ : sporadic cases of cholera 
occurred. 

(ii) Yee. 

(b) The Director of Public Health forwarded a copy of the telegram to 
the Chairman of the District Board, 24-Pargaiia8, and requested him to 
appoint locally, at the cost of Government, three temporary epidemic 
doctors, for anti-cholera work in the affected areas and supplied 20,000 c.c. 
of anti-cholera vaccine and 20 maunds of unslaked lime. 

(c) The Director of Public Health authorised the Chairman of the 
District Board to appoint locally, at the cost of Government, a medical 
unit comprising — 

one medical licentiate, pay Its. 50 plus travelling allowance at Its. 20 
per month; 

one com launder, pay Its. 25 plus travelling allowance at Us. 15 j>er 
month; and 

one medicine carrier, pay Its. 12-8 plus travelling allowance at Us. 7-8 
per month ; 

for one month for anti-cholera work and offered a set of medical unit l>oxes 
for use in the affected areas. 

Babu MADHU8UDAN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon hie Minister be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that anti-cholera vaccines as well as 
other materials for use us ])reventive measures to ju'event cholera cannot 
he supplied by (i(»vernment according to the re(iiiirenients of district boards, 
leading to shortage of stocks? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The demand ca iinot pos,^lbl\ be 
met always. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is the Hon’l)le Minister aware that thougli this 
epidemic continued for more than one month, why is it that the Govern- 
ment sanctioned the staff for one month only? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: The district board was asked 
to furnish information which was, however, not actually received by 
Government in spite of repeated takids. 

Mr. P. BANdRJI: Is it not a fact that more than 100 cases of death 
took place in one locality alone, which had puffered from a severe typhoon, 
from cholera? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. P. BANERill: What notice does the Hon’ble Minister want in 
Tiew of the fact that it took a long time for the district board to give 
replies to certain queries supposed to have been made by Government? 
May we know what sort of report was expected from the district board by 
Government? 
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Khan Sahib HAMiDUDDIN AHMAD; Am I to umleistuua tlmt the 
honourable member wants to know what sort of information was asked lor 
from the district board? It does not arise, because it is not in the question. 

Mr, P. BANERJI: It arises out of the answer g:iven by the honourable 
member. 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: We have asked for a leport 
from the district board which has not been (‘om plied with. 

Srijut MANINDRA BHUSAN SINHA: Is the lion bb Minister a\\aie 
that the cholera vacT*ines sent from the JNiblic Health Department are not 
given any priority o^er other things by the railway authorities and that 
therefore they are being held up? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: 1 am not aware. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN SARKAR: is it a fact that when the «bstriel 
board gave the information (Jovernment remaimMl silent for a long time'^ 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: t Vrtainly not 

BabU MADHUSUDAN SARKAR: In \iew ot the answers gi\en b\ the 
honourable member to m\ pievious (jiu'stion, will the Ilon’ble Minister be 
pleas(Hl to state whether- the (Tovio-nnnm ( desire to irnieaM* tin* stock to 
meet the necessary reijuireimmts to cope with cholera epidmnic laging 
throughout th(‘ w'hole province? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: We n. tiMug not onl\ to 
increase our owm production but we an* also tr\ing to mmuk' cholma van ine 
from outside to meet our reiiuirements. 

UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Order on bus owners and drivers during Rash festival. 

28. Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: (a) Will the Hoirblo Minister 
in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state whether it is a 
fact that — 

(i) bus owners and drivers, who came to Dinajpur drom Balurghat 
for plying on the occfv»ion of Rash festivity on the 2nd November, 
1941, were threatened with cancellation of their 'flcences by the 
Licensing Department of the Dinajpur Collectorate; and 

<u) they refused to pick up girl students of the Dinajpur Girls’ High 
English School from their respective homes and to take them to 
school on the 3rd November? 

» 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to slate the reasons for issuing such threat? 
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MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bl 
Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): (a) No. 

(b) Does not arise. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sii, I to draw your attention t( 
the faet that this question was due for reply sometime in February, 1942 
and that the purpose of the question has been frustrated by the delay ii 
answering the question, 

Mr. SPEAKER; 1 will look into the matter, 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, I would like to explain 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not neeessary to ex])lain. 1 have said, I wik 
look into the matter. 


Cases filed before the Board of Revenue. 


29. Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: (a) Will the IIoL'ble Aliinster u 
charge c)f ihe Iteveiiue Depaitment be pleased to lay on the Table a stalemeni 
showing during ejich of the yeai'j 1940-41, 1941-42 and 1942-43 as also dur 
ing the j)eriod Ironi April to July, 1943 — 

(?) the nuinher of revenue eases filed before the Board of Revenue ; 

(i?) (he number of eases in which hearing was given to the parties or tc 
their lawyers ; and 

(ti/) the numlH^r of cases rejected by the Board without a hearing? 

(b) Is it a fart that — 

(i) in certain cases judgments had been delivered over the signa- 
ture of the Secretary and not of the Member, Board of Revenue; 
and 

(n) tlie Meinl>er, Board of Revenue, seldom attends his office oi 
court room for hearing petitioners? 

(c) Are the Government considering the desirability of laying down some 
code of procedure for the conduct of the proceedings before the Revenue Court 
or the Board of Revenue? 


minister in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (a) A statement is laid on the Table. 

(b) No. 

(c) Chapter IV of the Practice and Procedure Manual, 1940, does pro- 
vide the proce'dure for the conduct of proceedings before Revenue Courts 
(including the Board of Revenue). 


Statement referred to in reply to clauses (a) (i) to (Hi) of ujistarred question 


(a) H) 
Hi) 
{Hi) 



No. 29. 

1940-41. 

1941-42. 

207 

212 

58 

24 

126 

151 


1942-43. 

1943-44 


(April to July). 

175 

51 

22 


136 

38 
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Dft NALIMAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, it is noticed with reference to the 
answer, given in the statement showing that for the last three years out of 
207, 212 and 175, and in 1943-44, 51 cases filed before Die Board of Itevenue 
only 58, 24, 22 and 5 respectively were given hearing and the others 126, 
151, 136 and 38 were rejected without being given a hearing. May we 
know the reason for such a very large rejection and a very fi‘w cases being 
admitted bv the Board? 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased 
to state if there is any procedure as the Code of Civil Procedure for civil 
court cases which enables litigants or petitioners to have protection under 
the code when they apjiear before the Board of Revenue with their revision 
petition or appeal cases? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: i have nothing 
further to add. 


Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Ministei aware that at 
the present moment in addition to revenue cases there are a large number 
of petition cases going up to the Board of Revenue due to the new enacl- 
ments of commercial sales tax and other measures which lead to accumula- 
tion of some kind of revenue cases in the hies of the Board of Revenue? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The answer is in the 
afti niiative. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to ans\\ei (/>) “No”, 

will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state if it is a fact that in one case 
at least which was specifically brought to his notice by the iiuestioner, the 
order of the Board of Revenue was supposed to have be<‘n issued over the 
signature of Mr. Bastin, the then Secretary of the Board of Revenue.'^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; That was done 
probably through mistake. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: My question was “Yes” or “no”. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: He has answered that it was probably through mistake. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Probably that is a mistake is not an 
answer. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is quite enough. 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: With reference to answer (h)(ti) ‘‘No”, 
will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state as to how many days in the 
week or how many hours in the week he has been seen attending couit or 
he has been keeping record of his attendance at court during the last three 
months or six months or whatever period may be available to the 
Government? 

The Hon’bla Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: There is no separate 
court from oflSce and for further details I want notice. 

10 
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Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state if he attends office at all? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if he holds the office in the Writers’ Buildings or in his residence? 

The Honllle Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Writers’ Buildings. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’lle Minister kindly 
lell us under what rule or provision of tlie Practice and Procedure Manual or 
of .any Manual whatsoever, the Member of the Board of Revenue rejected 
GO per cent, to 70 per cent, of ihe cases filed witljoiit hearing the parties or 
their lawyers? 


The Hon'ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: In viev of the ahuormal pei- 
ccntag<‘ of suniniaiy ]'(‘j(*ction 1)\ the Mciiihcr of the Boaid of Revenue, will 
(jovernincnt considm- the <lcsiiahiht\ oi amending the l^ractice and 
Piocedure Manual ns legards smninarv i(\i(‘clioii h\ tlje Mtmihei, Board ot 
Revimuc? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: These cases are • ]>:nt 
of th(‘ judi(‘ial proceedings and it is loj- the tr\ing judge to decide uliat 
cases should h(‘ jejeclt‘d or not. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Does (ioverninent considc] the 
desiral)ility of amending the rule lor siiinmarN lejin tion h> the Mimihei , 
Board ot Revenue, without hearing the partic>? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; It i^ to; the trial 
court to decide. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the IJoiTble Minister he jdeased 
to state if it is a fact that in addition to the number of cases quoted in {a){i), 
there were also a large number of review cases or ])etitions, as they are 
called, which are not shown in these figures and if those figures were 
included the jiercentage of rejection would come up to nearly 95 per cent, 
or more? 

The Hon’ble^Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 want notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will Pup Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state if it is a fact that the Government ot India Act provided for making 
rules of procedure for conduct of the Board of Revenue and has Government 
in the light of that prepared any rules or is considering the desirability 
of amending the rules to make.it possible for people to get justice at the 
hands of the Board of Revenue? 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: The matter will 
receiv,e Government’s consideration. 
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Mfe NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: In view of u very large number of 
rejections by way of summary trial, does the Hon’ble Minister think it 
desirable to enact any law enabling parties to go to the High Court as in 
the case of income-tax cases by way of reference to the Hon’ble High Court 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 am not in a piKsition 
to express any opinion now. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleaned 
to state how petitions are received by the Hoard of Kevenue — are they 
received by the Meml^r in the court as motions are made in the High 
Court or are they received by a (derk sitting in tin* ofHct‘ who receives it on 
behalf of the Hoard as the pes/iknr does in othVr cases 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: I ain not aware (d tin 
]»rocedure. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Is it a tact that rejcctum oi acceidancc 
depends on tlie >\\eel note, which also arises out ot some other (a)nsidera- 
tion, whicli emanates from tlie pesA/o/r or the clerk ni tlu' olIic(‘ and it is 
(lejamibuit entirelN on xmiv m(‘lho<l olhei than \\hat tlu' legal brain can 
manufactun'!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Xo 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Will th. lion bb Minister la 
pli'a^c'd to tt'll whether the lloaid (»1 Hevenuc i'^ to be considered ('C is 
actually cou^l(lered by (royeinment a^ a court ol law^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Yes, so jar as petilion^ 

ale conceined. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Will the Hon’ble MiiiiHler be jileased 
to state it Government lias taken any eomiietenl legal opinion to tind out 
wlietlier Government is in a position to intervene \\b(*n justice is openly not 
obtained by^ the Hoard ot Revenue because oi the jiresenee ol certain rules 
at the present momenta 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: No 

Construction of embankments on the southern part of Khulna. 

30. Mr. PATIRAM ROY: («) Is the Ilon’hle Minister in charge ot 
the Communications and Works JHeiiarlment awaie that— • 

(i) a conference w'us liebl at •Khulna under the presidency of the 
Hon’ble Sir B. P. Singh Roy, Kt., the then Itevenue Minister, in 
the year 1940, to devise ways and means to construct bunds and 
. embankments to protect the crop fields of the southern part of 
the Khulna district against .saline water; 

(H) a resolution was adopted at the said conference to organise 
district and Subdivisional Committees to inquire about the 
embankments; and 
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(iii) the proposed Committees were formed and reports were also 
submitted by them? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, Government have taken to give effect 
to the rejwrtsP 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether he is also 
aware that the embankments and bunds are indispensable to protect the 
paddy lands in the southern portion of Bengal agsdnst the saline water? 

(d) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of expediting the construction and repairing of 
the embankments? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS and WORKS 
DEPA*RTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain): (a) Tes. 

(b) to (d) The matter is under enquiry. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; With reference to (a) (iii) will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to tell us when those committees were formed 
and when the reports were received? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRASANNA PAIN: I wani notice. 

DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 

63— Extraordinary Charges in India. 

(When the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin rose to speak. i 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: . On a point of order, Sir. We find 
the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil {Supplies not in the House. This 
demand although technically belongs to the portfolio of the Hon’ble 
Chief Minister contains a number of items which come under the purview 
of the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil Supplies. May we, Sir, through 
you request Government to see that no further disrespect to this House is 
shown by that particular Minister and he may be pleased to attend and 
give an explanation on matters raised in this House? 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I would like to draw 
your attention that until a motion is moved we do not know which motion 
the Opposition is going to take up. There is also the question that the 
thing has to oe moved and it is a Parliamentary practice for Ministers to 
come to the Chamber as soon as their Subject is taken up. So, I do not 
think that there is any question of disrespect on this occasion or on any 
previous occasion, and I say this with a great deal of emphasis that as far 
as the Minister of Civil Supplies is concerned no question of disrespect to 
this House has arisen before this. 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to 
move that a sum of Rs. 6.44,34,000 be granted for expenditure under the 
head *‘63 — Extraordinary Charges in India”. 
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Dr> NALINAK8HA SANYAL* Sir, with your permission Mr. T. C. 
Gupta will move the motion on my behalf. 

Mr. SPEAKER: All right. 

Mr* ilOGESH CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, with your jjer- 
misaion I move that the demand of Rs. 5,44,-M4,()(K) for expenditure under 
the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be rediieed by Rs. 100. 
I move this in order to raise a discussion al>out — 

(i) maladministration of the Civil Supi)lies Department and of the 
various oflSt-es connected therewith leading to (‘orruption and 
bribery ; 

(ii) tlie absence of any <-oniprehensive j)olicy to inaintiiin the food 
supply of all clas-ses of the people of Bengal. 

(ill) the' absence of any ])roper plan for the ecpiitable distribution of 
foodgrains and other essentials like cloth, sugar, coke and 
kerosene to urban and rural population of all classes; 

(/?’) failure to reveal tlH‘ results of the food-drive, sui>division by sub- 
division ill the muffasil, atid ward h\ ward in (^alcutta iind 
Howrah areas ; 

('lO failure to enlist |)roper type of jx'rsons in the vilbige food 
Committees; 

(vi) failure to check the unprecedented rise in prices of foodstuff and 

the sufferings of the jieople as a result thereof; 

(vii) failure to put into effect at an early date a revised scheme for the 

organisation of Home Guards in the province wiili the apjjroval 
and blessings of the leaders of public opinion belonging to all 
parties; and 

(viii) administration of tlie Cottfm (y4oth and Yarn ((Jonircd) Order. 

I want t^ empliasize the question of maladministration. Sir, it is 
necessary, if this discussion is to be real, tliat the Minister who is in charge 
of the Civil Supplies Department should be here because otb<‘rwis(‘ if the 
Minister has decided not to be here and listen 

Mr. SPEAKER: He will be coming shortl\. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of ordei, Sir If the 
Minister who moves the demand is ]>r(‘sent in the ]Ir)use, has any member 
the right to demand the presence of any other Minister than fhe one who is 
putting forward the demand? * • • 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think technically it is not necessary, but here the 
subjects are inter-related, and therefore it is desirable — it is better that the 
Minister who is actually in charge of Civil Supplies which will lie discussed 
here should also be present. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, a thing may be desirable, but 
a thing cannot be demanded under the rules of Parliamentary Procedure. 
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Mr# SPEAKERS I have made my position quite clear. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: We demand what is desirable and not 
what is undesirable. 

Mr. ifOGE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: My friend Mr. Abdur Rahman 
Siddiqi thinks my demand that the Minister who is in charge of the Civil 
Supplies Department should be here to listen to what suggestions we may 
give, what facts of maladministration in his department we may bring to 
notice, as an unreasonable demand. May I, Sir, through you tell my friend 
representing the Muslim Chamber of Commerce that we regard it as of the 
utmost importance that the Minister in charge who is daily looking after 
or supposed to be looking after this Department is present in the House? 
I will stand c-orrecied and not insist if the Minister is unable to get things 
done in liis Department due to certain exigencies, but we take it that the 
Minister in (charge of Civil Su]>plies is responsible in the real sense of the 
term, is responsible in the sense in which Sir Nazimuddin took the 
reh])onsibility regarding the detenu question. We expect that he is also 
responsible in tlie same way. If so, his ])resence is absolutely necessary foi- 
the purpose of discussing this motion that I have tabled. 

Mr, PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: On a point of order, Sir. Is 
the responsibility of the Ministry in thi> province joint and several or 
several ? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: IIow does that question aiise? 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Sir, it arises out of your ruling 
given just now that it is not necessary for the Minister concerned to be 
present technically to listen to the speeches from the Opposition benches. 
l’h(Mefore, the j)oint of order whi(‘h I raise is this: is the res])onsibility of 
the Ministry under the Crown in this ])rovince joint and several, joint or 
several, or several. 

Mr. SPEAKER: When this demand is being discussed, I am afraid 
that (piestion ne(‘d not be discussed and no intormation on that point is 
necessary, because the Hon’ble fsir Nazimuddin who has put forward the 
demand is present here to give you all possible information or replies. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE; May I ntake an enquir> of the 
(Ihief Minister through you whether the ('hief Minister will be able to 
answer all the questions arising out of the department of the Hon’ble 
Minister for Civil Supidies? 

(.\t this stage, the Hon’ble Mr Suhraward\ entered the Chamber.) 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: He is here, he is here. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NAT,H BANERJEE: Whether he comes here or not 
is another matter. I am asking the Chief Minister through you yrhether he 
is in a position to answer all the questions with reference to the Department 
ministered by the Hon'ble Minister for Civil Supplies? 
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Mfi SPEAKER! Mr. Banerjee, I would ask you to consider for yourself 
whether such a question at this stage will be fair, betuuse until you have 
made your speeches, it is not known what answer is to be given. Therefore, 
the Hon’ble the Chief Minister, I am afraid, is not in a position to say 
anything at this stage. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I am glad to have the reply of 
the Chief Minister through you. Sir. 

Mr. JOCESH CHANDRA GUPTA: I am much obliged to the Hon'ble 
Food Minister, I mean the Minister for Civil Supplies lor kindly coming 
to the Hall to heflr me. (Mr. Pil\matil\ Natii Baneiuek : He looks so 
fresh I ) 

Sii , the first thing that 1 want to tell liim is this that the Civil Siipj)lies 
])e])artiuent in actual operation has resulted in })eing a Civil Non-Supply 
Department. (Mr. Pimmatha N \tji Bv.vkiukk: T'licivil Non-Su])ply 
• l)e})artnient. ) (liaughter.) 1 do not know whether the (hvil Sup])lies 
Department is doing its duties regarding military HU])])ly, but let it be very 
clciirly known to the Minister in charge and to all eoiu'erned that tin* public 
oi Bengal lecd that this department for the reorganisation (»f which Rs, dl 
laklis has been provided is, so far us su})ply to the civil population of Bengal 
is c(»nceriied, notliing more ilian a non-supply <le])artm(‘nt. The rtnison wh\ 

I stiongly em})hasise this point is this. If what we bear bus some basis 
(d truth behind it, tliere is a tug-of-war as to whethei- the Civil Suj)plies 
De|>:irtment sliould he manned by the memlMUs ol the Irtdian (hvil S(‘rvi(‘e, 
or people from otliei' Service'^ however competent, howe\er willing, should 
have a look in that department; this is one of Die tilings which has troubled 
that depaitmeiit most and then again wlndher the white (’ivil Service oliieeTS 
OI (he. brown (^ivil Service officers would be able to liandle (lie (juestion 
bettei is another tliiiio that is given ver\ great imporiaiiei* in that 
de])arlment. 

Sii , when it is the (jiiestion of suppl\, it stands to coninionseiisi* and 
leason that those uho are in trade, those who are in business, those who have 
been dealing in those coniinodilies are tlie best persons to advise. Bui 
unfo] tujiately what we have fmnid is tliis: Igiioiiiig llie jxuhoiih who are 
most competent to advise as tn where stock is availahlc, how i)urehascs ate 
to he made, and how these things should be more sj)eedily transported into 
the ])ro\ince, we know the officers in that department sit tog(*ther ai.’iidst 
a heap of files and 1 understand they are busy from morning till late in the 
evening to go back home not being able to understand what they have 
actually got to do. 1 do not think, whether they are memhers of the Indian 
Civil Service of the purest steef-frame or of Indian origin, ^ley can in one 
day develop into experts regarding the purchase and regarding the transport 
of various commodities into the province speedily. The sooner they will 
giv'e up their isolationism from the actual men in the trade, the sooner this 
department will give up their Kubjarita habit, the better for all concerned. 

The^, Sir, I understand they are considering the question of rationing. 
I can sav without any fear of contradiction that a big comprehensive scheme 
of rationing can never be successful without voluntary co-operation and aid. 
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They may advertise for retired Government servants to come and join and 
take up posts on a salary which will equal to what they foiinerly used to 
get but for the purpose of carrying out rationing these are not the persons 
who would be able to cope with the colossal task before them. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: They should be sent to the 

pinjrapole instead. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Therefore whatever the Civil 
Supplies Department is doing the public* of Bengal feel that only two 
questions need to be tackled by them. One is to get as much supplies to this 
province as is possible and then to distribute that quantity all over the 
province equitably. The poor and the rich should be given equal rations* 
which are sufficient for the purpose of subsistence; otherwise it is no use 
spending hours and hours together in that department appointing as many 
members of the Civil Service and of the Provincial Service as possible and 
stop there. Rs. 31 lakhs has been put down for the organisation. Many 
more sums will be spent without any actual good to the population of 
Bengal, I therefore submit that in the reorganisation of the Civil Supplies 
De])artment, if they want to make new appointments and to maintain 
communal proportion in those appointments, they will never succeed. They 
will only succeed in arranging for the supply if they win the co-operati’on 
and confiden(’-e of the men in the trade. They will only be able to effect an 
equitable and fair distribution if they can enlist the willing co-operation 
more of the volunteers than those people who will go there to earn their 
monthly wages. Sir, I do not want to give any certifi(‘ate in advance. But 
it seems that in handling atta and flour they have taken the co-operation of 
the association of dealers and of course the time is not yet to pass any 
judgment. The organisation has been made quickly and there has been a 
mucli better and more satisfactory distribution. 

Now my friend, Mr. Suhrawardy, made a statement yesterday that he 
had been to the Jagu Babu's Bazar where 100 shops weie being supplied 
wdth rice. I did not go but I have the authority of two Barrister frif'iids 
of mine w'ho had themselves gone to the Lansdown market and to Jagu 
Babu’s Bazar that they could not get any supply on tin* day on which 
Mr. Suhrawardy saw that supplies were there. Again regarding the 
arrangements about controlled shops and the stuff that is distributed through 
the controlled shops without ration cards the controlled shops are used by 
peo])le for the purpose of collecting rice and foodgrains to be sobl in the 
black market. Sir, in the controlled shops this is the kind of rice that is 
sold (showed the sample to the House). (A voice: Is it riceh 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Send it round for all to see. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: There will be a lot of these things 
in Mr. Ispahani’s godown because Mr. Ispahani must know to his dis- 
advantage that having gone into this rice business without previous 
experience his men have not turned over the bags of rice as many times as 
it is necessary with the result that things have come to this state and that 
has hapj)ened with regard to much of the purchase by Government. If 
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these purchases were through businessmen who knew it they would have told 
Government officers: “Don’t keep the bags that w^ay, stack the things this 
way. If you don’t two months ’after you will iiiul all these things have 
deteriorated”. We want the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies to let us 
know how much of stock purchased wuth Government money has gone 
absolutely waste. I know even last year the stocks that were imrehased bv 
Government when there was a pressure tor distribution were given out and 
those were uneatable and unusable things. So this is what is happening. 
Crores and crores of money we are called upon to sanction. We are sanction- 
ing that amount. With that money without i)roper consideration as to who 
are the persons and wdio are the parties and what should be the method of 
purchase, transport and storing Government is buying them recklessly with 
the result that w'e are having losses. I w^ant the Hon’ble Minister for (hvil 
Supplies to take this House into liis confidence and to say how' much of this 
Rs. 250 lakhs loss on the sale of foodstuffs is accounted for by waste of 
foodstuffs, by the foodstuff's having got rotten and having been thrown 
away. That is an important jmint whi(‘h 1 want the HoTi’ble Minister to 
answ’er. 

1 may submit for his consideration, if he has the actual control oi the 
department, if he has not been ovtuTuled by som<‘ other forces over which 
he has no control, not. to increase the cost of estaidishment but have a 
consultation with the men who are in the trade. I know you will say that 
men in the trade wffio only look to their profits would not be of help. Take 
their advice, all of them are not scoundrels. You can set on(‘ scoundrel 
against another in the trade and then get eveiything you want. I*ut your 
otficeis on the track to see that these pe(>ple do not rob >ou, do not rob the 
(onsumers and do not rob the Government. Ibit it isolated from them you 
try to do it, you shall have to go and take youi tianiing about nationalisa- 
tion in Russia before you succeed. I’herc is no hall measure, either cent, 
per cent, nationalisation or Government agency. There is no otlier measure 
than cent, per cent, nationalisation by Government idiminating the trade, 
or you will have to take tlie help of the persons who are actually engaged in 
the trade and see that their unusual greed for ]>rotit is checktul by these 
])erson‘^. Rut if ignoiing that yo\i want to promulgate j)olicies, you want 
to carry on pun liases in business, you wdll only land this province into 
difficulty and higher ami larger debts hy your work. 

(At this time the mcmbei reache<l tin* timc-lmiit ) 

Mu SPEAKER: Mr (rupta, your time is up. 

Mr. JOGE8H CHANDRA RUPTA: Sir. 1 do ii.>i think 1 will take 
long. Other matters will he discussed on the h'ood day and tlierefore J will 
not toueh upon them ; I will tomh only upon the maladiriinistiaiiou of 
this department. 

Then, Sir, I want the Ilon’ble Minister to eonsider another thing. The 
air i.s thick with reports, not merely rumours, ot corruption. Sir, I had 
occasion to come to know as to how* things are done in the Civil Supplies 
Department. The traders cannot po.ssibly get a jiermit, they cannot possibly 
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f^ei an order to get delivery of their goods before they have spent at least 
Rs. 1-8 or Rb. 2 per maund before they can go and get delivery. But, Sir, 
who has got to pay? All these things are to ibe put on the shoulders of the 
consumers. Why cannot the department be manned by such people who 
will look to the interest of the public; just as in a bank when persons go 
there they are paid out and their interests looked into, just as in business 
premises they are attended to — why cannot that system be introduced there? 
If you go to the Civil Supply Department you will find the officer in a room, 
any number of orderlies moving about, any number of dalah loitering, and 
you will have to ask this clerk and tliat clerk every one of whom will say — 
go to him. In this way the whole thing is moving in a vicious circle. 
Nothing is done there. I see there is a demand tor expenditure on the 
reorganisation of the Civil Supplies Department. But, Sir, before this House 
votes on it they have the right to know what is the actual reorganisation 
that is necessary. Will that reorganisation lead to more and more appoint- 
ments, more and more men to count betore they get an order, before they 
get any supply arranged? Or is it tor the purpose of helping the su[)ply, 
co-ordinating the supj)ly and speeding up an usual delay that there is in 
this department? 

Sir, J will not detain the House any longer. 1 will onl\ assuie the 
(bvil Supply Minister through you. Sir, that 1 am not urging this from 
political motive. lie knows it very well that I have never hankered for 
Ministershij) or to adorn the Treasury Benches. So when 1 am making this 
criticism it is not for the purjiose of disj»lacing these peojile from there but 
in the interest of the peojile of Bengal who are suffering and suffering very 
badly. They see in tlie streets only some of the beggars and the lower 
class destitutes, but the unt(dd sufferings, ilu* unbearable sufferings of the 
lowei' middle class are only known to those who go round, and after lieari ng 
the story of theii' sufferings th(‘y feel what a nux-kery it is that they aie 
supposed to b(' members of the Assembly, tliey are supposed to be able to 
influence the conduct (d' the (bnernmenl . how Indjiless they are. ] do M-ry 
earnestly want the ilon’ble Minister to a])j)l\ his mind to these tilings. If 
he i(‘(‘ls that as an Indian he is unable to do what should be done to Indians, 
let him frankU sa_\ that. I do not want to d(‘pi i ve diim of his Ministiuial 
position, but I would apjieal to him — let him take u]i other works, and those 
people wild ought to be I’csponsible for this state of things take the 
It sponsibilit \ and shouhhu' that rt'sponsibility. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Sir, I beg to mgve the 
met ion standing in m> name, naint‘l> 

Mr. SPEAKER: Before you move the motion I have got to say one 
thing. 1 find that your motion is to rai.se a discussion alaiut misman.ige- 
ment, chaos and total failure and bungling — but bungling of what? 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Of the Civil Supplies 
Department. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Then you should amend your motion accordingly and 
then move. 
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Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; All right, Sir. 

Sir, I beg to ’move that the demand of Rs. 5,44,34,000 for expenditure 
under tlie head “6^1 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by Rs. IQO. 
The object of the motion is to raise a discussion about mismanagement, 
chaos and total failure and bungling of the Civil Supplies Deiairtmeut. 

Civil Supply Departmentc^ 

Civil Non-supply Department, ^ ^ OT 

CT Civil Non-supply Department, <51 Criminal Non-8up])ly Depart- 
ment I fV V Civil Supply Departments^ 

m ^ ^t^ti 

1 ^ i 

tS I t'ivil Supplies Department ^ I 

departmentijJj ^ Govern* 

menti]^ CMZ^ T4^ ^/iT (.^1 ^ (?T^ 5^ 

^4 (TT 

(7R1 TC4 . 37f^ CWPl rcTI ^tTTST (?r^ 3^1^ 

I cr^ri crii:«n 

r7\ ^frf (Tf r.^rfvfpr C/4^ isrf;)^l dcj>artment 

^ I ^ rM^ 

^ department Tl departmenti]^ 31#t 

f.^ T3f%f ryc*t^ ^r4, 

l f¥^ cm4^ ry^rfe or depart- 
ment ^r.ij r.^t^RpT^ 3itf^.Tr 

^t?ll -ij^T: ^V^>1 '^.4 

rr.Ti I (TT dej>art,nu^nti]'i firf^i 

departmenti] Tiit?:fj;ri ipri ’^rf^ ’^\r.^ I ’3?tf3| 

I (Jivil Supplies Department rylz^ r.^, c.^ft^ Ttr^ 

licence fwj^ OT I (PfP z\r]^'r*;^ 5f.t7.1? [j#C^ 

*.1 (?\\w\-^f9-s\z^ \ ^ ct^ 

zi\m ^ ^ ffii 

^ ^vf] (^7^^ department ii^ %)1 

C^RtH Supply Officers '^fz^'J — ^ C^tlTO ^ * tSti^lcT ^1 15^ 

TO 4tz^, ^fkzJi m tpit‘l T^r:^ i ^ 

^1 ; ^1 c^Ttc^ ^Ttc^i TOi^ 

^ I Supply Officer Officer c^T 

nft^(?T ’3T(!:*r5 cro sn^ i *ftr^ 

^ c? ^9, ^9, f^fGi '^vs ^ffen ? ^ ^*1 
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departments^ <7r ^ ^nr^p , 

S^ C^ S^ I S#) S^ ration I C^T^Tt?, 

^ ^Ifsr cwmi, Magistrate, (TT^ff^T^ 

<4^* Tl^ f^nr S^ Committee (TT, 

ration card (T?s?| j f%J ration cards^ 

yv^ 3TTOf ^arc^ 4^^• c^^'<3 trti 

I 4^ 4^ ration card ^?f5T issue ^ S^ Committee 

'^P\ C?OT ir?r ration card v^i, ^ c^ ration card 

Committee ^it^I ctf^ I (TT 4^ ration cards 

TO C*f^ ^ C^ 4^^ c<?llc^^ ^tU\ issue ^1 (7ft Supply 

Departments^ ?f^l ?rt? (7ft Government ^ti7f?j‘ ^t f jTj- 

tTafe I ration card issue ^ I st 

Civil Supply Department art^i supply 

^tt ^tr^l card issue (7ft 

OTT 5ft\5 ^F?rf^ f^r.¥ I 

^ (Trftnrfe^ (Tt A. d. M. ^ fesr^ 

ration card ^ f•^Z^ I ^ ftfe SCTO 

^f^*fT5T C^, T^fzi (Tj ration card I 

5 356, ^rf% A. D. M. 8 cook ; ^ 7|- 357, f^f^. 

A. D. M.’s cook ; 358. arf^cfi ?ft^, daughter of A. D. M. s cook. ; 359, 
Abdul Rauf, c/o A. D. M.’s cook, st A D M. — %cooks^ 

^tlTft card issue TOC§ I 

4t ffeft Sl^W C‘(ffr^ 'of — 5 Ration Card Committee’^ s^ ^ ' *f 

members^ ^ CvfT;^ SOT^ I ^iwt SiJ ^l<fr 01 ^ ^ C^ <r5n75 

^1 I TO®f non-otficial member ; st f&6 

card issue st card issue ^?rc^ I (A voice: (;^ y) 

(7f ^1 , C^<f ^ ^ ^ 

^ I ^ C^ st lR:^rC57 1 ^srWl Relief 

Committee’^ ^ (t^ r.^5ft? A D. M. ^ ^8 ^1 card 

issue I 4^'S ^^upply Departments^ Cvj^ 4 ^ 

districts — (A voice-. f% ^3 ^] ^ ^{1, 

“^rtfir^r l S^ stoR^ ca’-d issue ^ 

f% I 4 ?n efvfar^: ^ (Trl^^RTFt ration card 

(TFtlTR «tt'<3^1 ^ Cbni ^ ^ ^ ^ I Supply 

I ^ 4^ C4 CTO 

^ ?i f% ^ ^ 

?ti^ I tv's eWfe^ ^5F?1 (Tftl '4 v 5'I^ (TfNt^ I '*(1? S^Ftl 

blfb^ r st ^TFT^Ttftc^^ ^fC^ ^^TCS C*fQ^l (TT 
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Relief Committee Supply Officertij^i 

5tV3^ ^ C^T 'Sffi/fOT ^l&l, Ff^ ’R* supply ^ CSRt' C^ ^ 

'SR ^ffTI ^^3^• (71 

^ (7T&1 Relief Committee li)^ ^sf 

5Cl>F, ^fC*R supply ^CFF ^1 I (RR rcF5 ^1 ^ 

^^C'6 C^<f ^ ^1 ; Relief Committee ^ c^t^fl 

C’l^ I Relief Committee'? ^ 

^ ^1 '*#1^ '3R ^s^tPT f?, C*t'^?R'3 

; c? ^?i c? 

^5F ^1 1 ^ 3m*rc?ii ?!? ^?R«r opf^ (r fef? ?r^rf^ 

?f? FR (R i]?1 Relief Committee ?5R 

?ffr n:^4 Sfk:, fe-R jrbf f%f? 

tyrv^ ^ m l 4$otiR supply mcf i <7\ 

^ ?ni ^1 1 ?f?*rt5T ?^.?’<3?rRi tot ^tf?, f^ 

(Rtvrt'Q (Rc^itpR cm ^ f^i I (Rx^tpR cm ?ti5F, 

•il agency ^ Supply Officer ft?l (7^ 

7^^ agency ^^'9 C^ f%2pt ?RCf | 

Supply Officer(7R f%f r?I ^1 I ?f? 3R?5^tir 

^1 IT? fV f?*^ ?RC? ^1 C? 'il^ agency'? supply 

office^ij? ^*S'5TftT?^ ? '^TR <i]^ f?^ — C’Tffi TTISF C? Government 

M, L.A. (M^ f^t?l Wv R C? ^?1 C? ?? 

^IF C^ C3t?^l '^f5tC.'^ ?C5f ?R, 

f%^? *fr9 1 <i)^ z] i 

^ iwiz zit c? ?r?i 4-f%f^? cq^ c? FTO 

F7pn<R'<^ ?tFRR TO:?rf"'m Government 

<i]^ I FT^ <R Governmentii? ?s%r?T^Jl OT tff^- 

TO:?Tf^t^ (?i? c?^ (7\iz\i^ ^ ^f^Ft^Ri ^ c? «ii?: 

^t^l ^Tf? '*(\5)tlt>(? C^ttFft^ ^1 ^5T5T, (7R ^1 ^ f?C^, (il?^ ^*f 

’ff?nr ?! ftc?, ^ C?^T W^*1«T ’^tlRR I 

C? ’TTO gruel kitchen ^p\] erf?^tR C^ ^XTTF Zt^ '®rf% 

I ^ 5rf1^ ?fl*rtr5r ^cot gruel kitchen C’«ft*ll TOTCF I (TT^^ 
gtr^? ^FF ^ FtWR 1 <il^ n ^tWT^ IftlR t)CQ gruel kitchen ; 
^ Tf?i ftf zi fitcz i 

^ ^ TOR ^8TRR:F ^W? C^TT^ I ^R?T5I TOR ^ 

?R ?t?l ^IPTCF 'StOT VZW^ ^3T^1 TOl? ^PTZ^ ^ 

tfR ^5!^ 2(1^ I ^4^1 C^ ^ftC? %? ?tt? I (Time 

limit) ^10 ^<rr c»R ??f| I 'erf? c^ gU? ?fr? . 



166 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[23rd Sept., 


^ ^ ^c&i 

^1 ^1 wsi ^mii I ^«f, <ii^i 

^ TOT T5tt^ ^1, I ^ ^n 

^ ^ ^1 ^ ^ I (Trf^ c^ c^tt c^ft c^^, 

f^cir ^rtfB^, \ <trf%ni i ^ 

&jW«il\3lc< I ’ffes «ff^ ^sf^STT^ ^1 

^Uf I ^ft 6t^ CT ’TO CSft^ C^’ff? C^ tjl^ 

C’^fC^ 'arfrc^ ^ C’T^ C’f^’ ^fr’l gruel kitchen fyf vsfro ^ 

^fSar ^1 ^ ^5t5r5f ’rt^i f^, of%TO5 

WpR cm C^f% ^ vagabond Tg ZT^T 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr « aiierjee, J think it will be better if you move 
Jill the three motions standing in your name? 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Yes. Sir, vith youi |)(‘rmis^i.»Il 
I shall move all the motions staiuling in my name. 1 beg to ijio\e hist of 
all that the demand of Rs. 0,44,34,000 lor expenditure under the head **(>-l~- 
Mxtraordinury Charg(*s in India’' l>e r(‘due(‘(l by JN 100. 1 ii)o\e this to 

laise a dise.ussion ulxjut the polie\ underl\ing the Ion's on salt* ol Mibsidised 
food and the failure of the (iovemnn'iil in tafklinu the jiioiih'm oi tood 
supply. 

I also beg to move that the demand of Its. b, 44, 34, 00(1 tor exjiendituie 
under (he head “03 — Extraordinary ('harge.s in Jn<lia“ be ri'dueed by 
Rs. 100. 1 move this to raise a discussion about tin* exjninsion ot the Home 

Guard Organisation. 

1 further beg to move that the demand ot Rs. 5,44.34,000 toi exjienditure 
under the head “03 — Extraordinary (Oiarges in India" be reduced by 
Rs. 100. 1 move this to raise a discussion about tin* policy relating to the 

reorganisation of tlie Department of Civil Supplies. 

Sir, ill February, 1943, when my esteemed friend Mr. Fazlul Hu([, the 
tht*n Chief Minister, introduced his budget, my honourable friend — 
Mr. Suhrawardy as he then was— ciiticised liis budget by saying that it 
was nothing but a scrap of paper. I do not know how to characterise the 
paper wliich has been })laced before us now and which has been termed as 
a “budget". M^iat is it.'N colour? AVhat is its character? (The Hon’ble 
Mr. J(KiKNJ)«.v Nath Mand.al: .You gave the character.) The character 
has not been given by us, my honourable frt^ind Mr. Mandal. It is your 
offspring. On the last occasion, when I had the privilege of listening to the 
speech of my honourable friend, the Minister for Civil Supplies, he was 
very proud of his enunciation of what he characterised “a clear-cut policy 
preventing further speculation in prices'^ That “clear-cut policy" has 
indeed prevented further rise in pricH»8 of the commodities I (Mr. Jogesu 
Chandka Gi'PTa: How?) You will ask your Hoii’hle Minister. But i have 
noticed this that prior to the meeting of the first session of the Legislature 
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under the present Ministry when my honourable friend was delivering his 
speeches and making searches under tahtaposhes, every day he delivered a 
speech the prices of the commodities had an upward tendency towards rise. 

Secondly, Sir, my honourable friend dealt with the question of hoarding 
and he introduced a “great drive”. The great drive took jdaee in this 
province between the 7th and the 20th June, 1943, and my honourable friend 
was very glad about the statistics which he had collected and said that ho 
had been able to unearth 7 to 8 million maunds. My honourable friiuid does 
not realise the distinction between rice and paddy. I put to him the (piestion 
whether this quantity was in rice or in paddy, but my lionourable friend 
did not (“ondesceiid to vouchsafe any rejdy. He is a member of the English 
Bar; he naturally does not understand the distinctitm belwetm rice and 
])addy. (The Iloiride Mr. Jogendhx Nvni M\ni)V 1>: Because lie is voiir 
colleague !) 

Now, Sir, what has happened to the 7 to 8 million maunds discovc'red ? 
Have they disaiipeared? If so, where? Witli fanfare, W(‘ got a holiday 
under tli(‘ Negotiable Instruments Act in (^alcutta and (Ireatei- (hilculta. 
That was on the Gth August. 1943, i.e., more tluui six weeks afbu’ the food 
drive ceremony in the province had Ikuui ov(‘r, and fo?' adnmnAl rat ive rcisons 
so 1 yatlHUcd my Ijonouiahb* friend could not lia\c a siniultaneoiis food 
drive. A\t‘ll, th(‘ administrat ive i-easotrs were somehow and 

a food drive under taken. What is the result of the lood dine'-' Shall >\e 
gt't figui’es fi’om my honourtdrle friend, so that we ma\ gel lt» know what 
are the rcquii’cinents of the j)i‘ovince, what are tin' |•(MHl^^‘nlenls <)| ('ahailta 
arid (jfreater Calcutta, wdiat stocks ther-e are in band, what aie the (lo\etn- 
rneut purchases and what stocks Government has purchased and has kept in 
•'lore? Arid then will eomi* the question ol e(|uitahle disinhulion. My 
honourable fi'iend has collected most useiul statistics he told us with the 
assistance I suppose of a lakh and a half of focul eoniiiiitlees. I liop»‘ that 
tliey have all been st*t uj». In the budget I find a ])i'o\ision of IN. 1 ,2t),l)l)() 
only for the purpose of meeting the allowances (d‘ th(‘se members of th(‘ fe«>d 
eommittee-J, but there is another pr(>vislon in tire budget for a sum of lls. 18 
lakhs on account of Home Guards organisation. My honourable friend the 
Finance Minister is absent today. I am sorry to hear he iii ill. He has told uo 
nothing about this paltry sum of Rs. 18 lakhs which will be spent on the 
Home Guards organisation. There is no scheme, and the Blue Book which 
gives us details of the budget is an interesting study this year. It repres^uits 
suggesUo falsi and suppressio vert, (Dr. Nalinaksiia Sanyai. : Is it blue 
or green?) Whether it is blue or green, it is immaterial, ^^y honourable 
friend assured us that an oath of^honesty and social service w'i]l be adminis- 
tered to each of the members of a lakh and oO tlumsand of his food com- 
mittees. I hope he has been able to administer the (uith of honesty and 
social service to them — I will not say to members of tlie Cabinet. Caesar’s 
wife is above suspicion, but what about the oath of honesty and social 
service administered to the members of his own department? Charges of 
bribery and corruption are ab.solutely rampant and everybody from the top 
to the bottom is taking bribes. When I make this statement, Sir, I do so 
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with a full sense of responsibility. (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy: 
Talking bunkum !) My honourable friend to ,my right asks me to say 
whether there is any volunteer of the Muslim Ijeague who has been left 
unpaid in the matter of formation of Home Guards. That is a question in 
the fashion of questions which used to be put to us when we were in ihe 
Ministry by my honourable friend Mr. Suhrawardy and the Chief Minister 
of today. My honourable friend next stated that he had already 
built up small stocks all over the province and he gave us a picture of the 
millenium to come and rice was to be sold through controlled shops, at Rs. 9 
per maund paddy, and Rs. 15 per maund rice. Sir, anybody who has any- 
thing to do with the province of Rengal will sympathise wdth the dreams of 
my honourable friend, the Minister for Civil Supplies. Dreams are not 
realities. 

Next my honourable friend waxed verj^ eloquent. His language is 
classical. He said, “We have been able to augment our supplies. Our 
agents Messrs. M. A. Ispahan!, Ltd.” (A voice from the Opposition: 
Unlimited!) — tliat philanthropic organisation wdth which we are very 
familiar in this piovince — “have succeeded in setting up an organisation 
that is in a jwsition to shift foodgrains to Bengal”. What prophecies? 
Prophecies are always risky ; they are still more risky in politics. Sir, my 
honourable friend then urged for the augmentation of provincial resources 
and for resources from elsewhere. In this connection, my honourable friend 
has not replied to the categorical question put to him by my honourable 
friend Dr. Mookerjee as to the charge which the Food Minister in another 
province, who is not an aspirant for the throne here, has made against the 
Bengal Ministry. The Minister for Food, Sardar Baldev Singh, in the 
Punjab made this categorical statement: “The growers in the Punjab and 
the consumers in Bengal including members of ‘the Opposition (unless they 
are rationed out) have every right to know where this difference goes and 
who pockets it.” Mj' honourable friend Dr. Mookerjee was a Finance 
Minister of this province. He made a rough calculation of Rs. 20 lakhs 
profit. The calcuhition ought to be Rs. 70 lakhs on 5 rupees per maund. 
The Ihinjal) sent 50 thousand tons to Bengal. It is ecpiivalent to 14 lakhs 
of maunds; Rs. 5 per maund is equal to Rs. 70 hikhs. 

If this small sura of seventy lakhs has been j>ocketed by the Provincial 
Government then the budget would disclose it. If it has been pocketed by 
any philanthropic organisation, then of course the pocket will not disclose 
it. Then, Sir, I ought to tell you one thing more. This statement emerged 
from Lahore on the ir)th of September. My honourable friend took the 
earliest precaution of bringing down the price of wheat at Rs. 12-12 per 
maund and the retail price of atta at 6 annas per seer on the 20th of 
September. This is very suspicious, at any rate it is not edifying. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Was it from 20th Septemberf 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: If you look at the GazetU 
notification, it is dated Saturday, the 18th September, 1943. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: The press notification was 
much earlier. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Next we have the statement 
made by the Government of India. We have been so lonjj told that the 
Government of India were not helping us. Now^ the statement of the 
Government of India is a revealing instrument. Sir, it says that from April 
let to 20th August, 1943, the total number of wagons in terms of 4 wheelers 
loaded with grains and pulses on the broad gauge railways amounted lo 
161,722 compared with 141,072 in the corresponding period of last year. 
This represents an increase of 14-6 })er cent. On the metre gauge railways 
the increase was 4*79 per cent. According to the information received from 
Bengal Government and here my honourable friend cannot plead ignorance— 
foodgrains imported wholly on Government ac(:x)unt from all sources 
amounted to 40,250 tons. 

(At this stage the red light was lit.) 

Sir, I should like to have five minutes more. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: This is about the Government 
of India, who are not shirking their responsibility. 

Thirdly, to iny intense amusement, I found the Railways putting in 
advertisements in the newspapers absolving themselves from all respon- 
sibility in the matter of transport. Sir, in this morning's (23rd September, 
1943) newspaper, the advertisement which was issued by the Railways at 
their own cost — this was not done free — i.s to the following effect : — “Is the 
Railway transport to blame Study these facts, tonnages arriving in 
('alcutta area by the East Indian Railway for six months from 1st Januarv 
to 30th June in the past three years.” The 1943 figures are 204,226 tons 
and then it says: “Have the breaches worsened the situation" ? They say 
so, m that Ireahs of nature iiii^h* not come to the rescue of the grandees 
who administer the affairs of the Government of Bengal, liook at these 
figures. 

Average daily arrivals of foodgrains and fixxlstuffs 
by Bengal Nagpur and East Indian Railways. 

East Indian Ben^l Nagpur 

Railway. Railway. 

For August, 1943 — daily average number 
of wagons • . • 

Normal daily average 

September Ist to September 12th (12 
days) — daily average No. of w'agons 

Normal daily average 
We have been told ami told on the poiitirical authority of the llon’ble 
Minister That members of the Opposition, particularly Dr. Mookerjee, are 
making political capital out of the miseries of the people. The East Indian 
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Railway and the Bengal -Nagrpur Railway are not political personalities and 
yet they take the trouble of absolving themselves from whatever respon- 
sibility that may be fixed upon them. 

I had the privilege of listening to my honourable friend’s second state- 
ment. It was a speech full of thanks. He did not remember only to offer 
thanks to Mr. Fazlul Huq, very unusual for the Hon’ble Minister for Civil 
Supplies. Then, he gave us figures. All told he despatchetl to the mufassal 
only 6 lakhs of maunds of foodgrains. Where has the rest gone? We have 
been told that this is a “bottomless pit”. Shall this bottomless pit be the 
bottomless pit of inequity and of incompetence? Wtiat shall it be? My 
honourable friend’s third speech was still more revealing. He made a bold 
statement 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; A bald statement! 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: I myself do not like the 
expression. T shall say he made a bold statement that he did not take into 
account whatever the needs of the mufassal. In his first statement he said 
that he was alK)ut to introduce mtioning for Calcutta. My honourable 
friend promised rationing and now I find a press-note to the effecd that 
rationing cannot be introduced in the near future beciiuse the census 
operations which took place under the aegis of my friend sometime ago 
require further revi.sion. They must require further revision of course. 

I find from the budget that on account of the Civil Supplies Department 
my honourable friends are asking for an increased grant of Rs. 34,22,00(^ 
o!i acc!Ouiit of salaries and allowances of officers appointed, offices created 
and offices to he erected yet. Very good! That is not all. The budget 
a levealing document. vSir, we have been told again on very g(M)d authoritv 
bv the llon’ble the Finance Minister him.seH that the Go\ernment have 
(ompleted all arrangements for the purpose oi securing an advance from 
the Imt>erial Bank of India to the extent of Rs. 16 ciores for the purclmse, 
remember, Sir, of 65 lakhs of maunds of aus. I know something about the 
Agriculture Department figures They are inaccurate. According to these 
figures the total aresa ot the crop is 6 million acres. On an average 
yield of 8 maunds per acre, it gives you 480 lakhs of maunds. Out of this. 
Government are supposed to have lx)ught 65 lakhs of maunds of au.s. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: Propose to.) My information is that out of 
Rs. 16 crores Rs. 4 crores have already been spent. A part of the proposal 
has been exechted into action. Where is the evidence? Not merely that! 
The present budget shows that on account of last year's sale to the civil 
population as well as to the Government servants of rice, Government 
incurred a loss of Rs. 3 A crores. This amount has been debited. Shall I 
say unwisely debited to the revenue expenditure? 

(At this stage again the red light was lit.) 

Sir, I want five minutes more. 


Mr. 8PEAKER: Yes 
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Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Mv iiieml Mr Siihrawardv 
does not like my speech. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, no. Yon iwe doin^ very 
well now. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: Kuptes l.dO hikli. is tlu l<»ss 
suffered by Government, so they Siiy on account of subvention to Go\ eminent 
employees. This is made up of three items : Rs. ‘20 lakhs loss on uu couut 
of }>olice, Rs. 30 lakhs loss on acc^ount of A.R.P. and Rs. Oo lakhs loss on 
account of all and sundry and yet this budg-et we are pjissin^^. AVc passed 
yesterday the demand under General Administration and t^>da.\ we are pass- 
injj* an additional sum of Rs. 15 lakhs for increase<l <learness allowance for 
whom we <lo not know^ Not only that, m\ honourable friends have invented 
a new method. That new method <s)nsists in this— of havinjj: one hwid 
called “85A”. That “85A” head is a very inifKirtant hejid. It is a wise 
head and it is a head which is full ol vitality. My honourable friend is 
asking'- tor the following “advances” : Its. 10 crores for the purchase of rice, 
7^ crores for the purchase of clotli, H crores for the purchase (d whwit and 
wheal products and 5(1 lakhs on account of salt. M\ hoiiounible friend does 
not believe in the manufa(*ture of .salt in his home district — he does not 
l>elieve that Midnapore is his own district 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Rut, suj)|H)se, I helievc, hut 
tliat would not give >011 .'viilt from tliat district. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: T his gi\es us exact ]\ 10 croros 
plus 16 crores, that is, 35 crores, and the beautiful ari'aiigemeiit is that 
nothing is jirovided in the budget and whatever los.s(‘s are incurred on this 
account will l>e adjusted at (he close of the \ear ^ind to the re\(‘nue ac(s>unt 
as in the pre.sent ye^ir 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I hdential (lp|Kiitment of a potenthil 
Minister ! 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: And lor that 1 wish to con- 
gratulate the future Finance Minister of this province in advance. Ajjart 
from this, Sir, I have been told that my honourable friend is creating all 
sorts of offices. My honourable friend ha.s requisitioned the services of one 
Mr. Mackinto.sh White — he is Mackintosli no doubt he will cova*; all; and 
lie is also white like my i'rieiid, Mr. Stark, but I do not like his designation. 
His designation is Tran.sport and Procumtion Officer. (liaughter. ) 

The Hon'bla Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Wh«r(> do you gei thatp 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The deBignatiou of this officer 
is Transport and Procuration Officer: I do not like him to be designated a 
procuration officer, although the French for their Advocate-General have 
used the expre.s.sion ^^Procureur Generale" . 

Dr. r|ALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He does not know anything about rice. 
He is a Burma evacuee and knows nothing about Bengal and he ha.H had 
nothing to do with transport business. 
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The HOffl’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: No, no; you are mistaken. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, 1 know; a white man has been 
satisfied by this appointment. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERilEE: Notwithstanding all the faults 
that the Ministers who have gone are supposed to have committed, they by 
their adjustment of the finances with the Centre, were satisfied with ‘*pool- 
able” and “non-poolable” items of expenditure. Non-poolable items of 
expendituje are those which we ourselves and our descendants from genera- 
tion to generation in this province will have to should, er and liquefy. My 
honourable friend, Mr. Goswami, has made one more addition and that is 
“special”. We have heard of the expression “special” in connection with 
the Intelligence Departments — whether this is “special” finance or not, I do 
not know: but 1 do agree with my honourable friend, the Finance Minister 
who ha.s said very graphically — and this is about his own budget — “Nature 
and men seem to liave conspired to inflict on the people of this province 
ulmost unbearable sufferings, in the mitigation of which we may have, from 
time to time, to violate the accepted canons of public finance with a view 
to the ultimate good,” My honourable friend is not here: he is familiar 
with the.se violations: we are not: either the financial canons are good or 
they are bad: if they are bad, then this budget should be thrown out. 

Mr. 8UREN0RA NATH BI8WA8: Mr Speaker, Sir, I beg to move 
that the demand of lls. 5,44,34,000 for expenditure under the he^id “63 — 
KxtMwndiuary (diarges in India”, be reduced by Rs. 100 and in this 
connection 1 want to raise a discussion about the bribery and corruption in 
the DeiKutmeiit of Civil Supplies. 

J wish this Depjirtijieut of Civil Supplies did not exi.st at all. I hope I 
shall be voicing the opinion of the general public of Bengal when I say that 
Heiigal would have been far better today without this Department of Civil 
Supplin'^. A Near before there was practicall; no Department of Civil 
Supplies aud (lieu the people of Bengal oould get their food at normal price. 
But .since tills department has been created and restrictions in the way of 
Ordinances and orders had been imposed with regard to the movement of 
kHulgrain.s and also with regard to price, since then the trouble has arisen. 
1 wouhl ask Ciovcrnment again to think seriously whether this department 
should continue to exist or should be abolished forthwith. Sir, whatever I 
may say, I think this department will continue but what we want is that 
this department should be purged of bribery and corruption reigning rampant 
there. I ask with all seriousness why the prices were not controlled during 
the early harvest time last year, I had a^scheme of price control which I 
submitted to the then Government. It was handed over to the Chief 
Minister of the time and he assured me that he would put up that scheme 
before the Cabinet, but he told us subsequently that though he had put up 
ilie scheme before the Cabinet the then Governor of the Province, Sir John 
Herbert, told Mr. Fazlul Huq that the Chief Minister should not interfere 
with Mr, Pinnell who should have his own way; so the scheme of price 
control was not given effect to. After that the present Ministry came into 
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power bill with the new Ministry coming into power, the price of rice begtiJt 
to shoot up from Rs. 20 upwards. Tlien the cry arose fiom tlie people of 
Bengal to control the price, but the prices would not still be controlled, — 
may I ask the reason why^ The price was not controlled in the mouth of 
April when it was over Rs. 24. Was it for the reason that it was the 
imperialistic policy of the British Government to raise the price \ery high 
so that the people might be forced to join the military services P Gr was it 

the policy of the present Ministry to keep the price so high so that at b\ist 

50 per cent, of the people of Bengal might not have the pecuniary jmsition 
to purchase food I'e, suiting in lesser consumption of f<vor] which will help in 
adjusting the shortage in supply y Gi was it that the jiresent Mini^lr\ 
wanted their jnd agt'iits In tlie meantime tn sell :it a high piiee ilodr goods 
which the\ liad pureliased at a low price and thus make enormous pi-ofits. 
so that the Ministry or at least a |xir( of it ma> have a share in tliat (irofit'-' 
J want a straight rejily to these (jiiestions. 1 want the Hoiride Minister to 
explain wh\ the price was not controlled earlier. 1 also want to know what 
prevented the Hon’lile Mr. Suhraward\ from not gi\ing ])uhlieit> to the 
figures at wliieh Messrs Ispahani & pureliased rice from outside Bengal 
and als-o tin* joiie at wliuh the firm sohl it to ( t<)\ ei nmeiit , Mb* ar<‘ t-old 

that Messrs. Ispahan! I'i Go. gave up the profit of* a i(*w' lakhs buf may we 

know at wlial prie(‘ Messrs Isjgihani cV Go. purchased nee ami at what jiriee 
tlie firm sold it to Government y 1 understand that with tin* permissi^m of 
the Goxeinmeiil ot India, Mc'^sis. lsj)afiani A. Go and olliei fiel agents of 
tlie (roiernment of Ihoigal iKiughi ri<-e in Gris.sa. BilMi and the Kastern 
Stales and the\ weie ahh* to pui< lia.se nee at a piiee ol IN. fi oi IN. li-IO 
pel inaiind, and I uriderst,uid that the rice winch was pun haseil at ,so low' 
a price was .sold to the Government of Bengal at no I(‘ss than IN. dll pei 
nunind at a profit oi alxmt Rs. 24 per maiiml If iiiv statement is not 

correct, let the Ilon'ble Minister e<ime <mt witli the figiir<*s at wliudi Messrs 
ls|Mihai]i & ( o. purchased that nee and at which the\ .s^dd it to the G<)V(*rn- 
meiit of Bengal. Sir, the public ha\e e\er\ leason t-o suspect that there 
was some foul play in the matter of purchase ol Isixahuin’s nee hy the 
(iovernment of Bengal. 

Then, Sir, coming tins! to tlie working of the dei»arlment in Galeutta f 
would submit that it is now common know’le<lge that brileiy 4ind (suni[>tioM 
permeate the whole chain. When ag’eiits aie aiipointed by Government to 
purchase foodgnains on tlieii behalf, I understand some mone\ in lump has 
got to be ixaid or some arrangements have g-ot to be imide with regard !<» 
the sharing of profits in that time Fnles.s some such arraiig-eiiiiMil is made 
or money is spent ag-ents are imt oiilinatily apjroinled. 

Then, Sir, with regard to the select ion ot shops where ►oodgraiiin mav 
l>e iK)ld nt controlled rates Mune money has got to he p«'ii<l l)> those fortunate 
persons who would be given shops. This is not a secret now; this has 
become an ojreu secret that the shop-keepers wlio have got those jierinits to 
sell Government foodgrains at eoiitrolle<l prices got those permits by paying 
lump miiuey as bribe. So is the ca.se in tlie matter of c<wi]. T understand 
that several city depot-holders of c^oal had not g-of permits to purchase 
sufficient (skiI from the siding depot-holders but persons who have had no 
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depot at all have p^ot permits from the Civil Supplies Department as sidiii" 
depot-holders tu purchase coal and tliat those permits were obtained certainly 
on payment of lump sum as bribe. 

Then, Sir, with regard to su^-ar also the very same tiling is taking' place. 
Who in this House does not know that the distributors of sugfcr who obtained 
licence from the Government made lakhs and lakhs of rupees by g:etfing^ 
their ag'ency for distribution. But, Sir, a sum of Rs. 8 per bag- of sugar 
was the settled rate at wliieh siieli permits were gianted. I shall now deal 
about things which are happening in the mufassal. 1 know of one sub- 
division where the Subdivisional Officer as the head ofMhe Suppl\ Depart- 
ment in that sulali vision has made a few lakhs of rupees. How be has done 
that 1 shall state by giving one example. Government sugar went fioni 
Caleutbi for sale in that subdivision under the control of the Subdivisional 
Offii'er ami that sugar was to be sold at tlie controlled })rice of Rs. 17 or 
Hs. 17-8. Thereafter the sugar merchants of that subdivisioTi appixwiched 
the Subdivisional Officer and wanted time to sell their sugai at a mm h 
higher price — at no le.ss than Rs. 80 jier maund, and about a moiith’.s time 
was gi\eu to tho.se sugar meichants to sell their sugar at IN. 8(1 or over, and 
aftei' the siigar of these merchants was .sold (loveiiiment sugai' was thiown 
into the market. Sir, that th(‘se meichants got time to sell then sugai .it 
so high a [irice whib‘ Gov(*rnmenl controlled sugar was ihme at the suh- 
divisionul hea(l(|Uarteis was oidy due to same monetaiy ai'raiigemeiit between 
the Subdivisional Officer and the sugar me?(hants. 

Sir, Go\ernment I’estricted the movement of jiaddx ami rice early in the 
montli of December hist. For several months that restriction of movement 
continued, but latterK Government removed the restriction from ceitain 
areas, yet the police officers who w'ere }K)sted i\\ every corner would not 
allows any jnuldy or rice to be moved from one place to another without 
.something being given to them as bribe. The paddy merchants of the 
mufas.sjil complained tliat they had to pay no less than IN. 8 ])er mauml id 
paddy to the |H)lice officers to allow' padd\ to be removed fixim one place to 
another. Thus the price of ])add.\ rose up in (he mufassal. Still now if a 
(laddy mei’chaiit goics to .i luif he has to bribe the imlice, otherwise he cannot 
sell his jiaddy there. Besides, a police officer suddenly appears in a lotml 
hat and finds that rice, paddy, sugar and kerosene oil are being- .sold at a 
juice much above tlie controlled price and rounds uj) several merchants. 
Then tlie merchants give .some money to that jiolice officer and thus <d)tains 
jiermission for selling tho^^e good.s at higher prices. Tho.se things are still 
going on in the mufassal. 

Government has adopted a policy of price control but the machinery 
through wdiicli the price control is to be given effect to has become so much 
corrupted that the officers in charge of that machinery are allowing the 
]M)lic^ of price contnd to fail. They are knowingly allowing traders to 
create black-markets and to .sell their goods there at rates much higher than 
the controlled rates. 1 w’ould now ask the House whether it should 
conimeud or condemn the Government. 
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Then, Sir, I would submit that the Hou’ble Minister should take a note 
that after the next nman crop is harvested such things do not ]iap])eu again. 
He must realise the defects of the machuierv of j)iircluise and distribution 
and he must see tliat if tlie Government adopts again the pidicN oi purchasing 
the entire paddy crop ot Bengal he must set up a machinery wliiclj must be 
above suspicion and corruption and he must not undertake to ]»urcbase tlie 
entire })addy crop of Bengal unless he can set uj) a machinery whicli will be 
found adequate, honest and efficient to supply padd\ and rice to e^el•\ nook 
and corner of the province. Otherwise the difficulties that appeared this 
\ear will reap])ear next year also. I say again that the machinery of dis- 
tribution should be a.s efficient and as honest as possible. 

Lastly, Sir, he should take the juiblic into his confidence. I hear that the 
jiresent Governor wliile in Bihar provided for rewards to be given to those 
people who would givi' information about boarding and black markets in 
Bihar. In Bengal also such rewards should be declared and fht‘ jmhlic 
should be asked to co-operate. (The HonTde Mr. 11. S. SriiKAWAUDY : It 
ha.s been declared.) I again uarn Government md to take up the policy of 
contiolling tlu' eiiliic ‘'Upp!\ without making beforehand Mifhcienl, (dliciiuit 
and honest arrangements for distribution of paddy and rice at priics 
a])j)roachable li\ the ])oor tliroughout Bengal and 1 would add that in futuri* 
jiaddy and rice must not be allowed to be scdd at any price be\ond the 
<nntrollod jirice. 

Mr. I. G. KENNEDY: Sir, 1 beg t-(> m(>\(‘ that the dcunand of 
Bs. 0,44, •14,00(1 foi expenditure under the In, ‘ad “(i-l— lv\traonlinar_\ (’harges 
in India be K'diiced b\ Rs 100. 4’hi.s is to raise a diseussKoi about 
inadt*(iua(\ ot tood contrid organisation ,ind Lick o| an <‘nioiceincn t 
OI ganis.i I ion . 

My object in moving this motion is to emphasize and iindiMline the need 
for a large scale organisatiun to (h‘al with food contnd. It is a vast under- 
taking, and can only hi- carried out successfully if adecjiiate stall is jirovidcd 
(Tovernment must be juepared to think in thousands raflier than in scores. 

The jiainful history of food control in Bengal is the stoi y of a handful of 
niAi struggling" hopelessly with an immense problem. It may be said truth- 
fully that food control has been toyed with and not tackled in tin* large -scale 
manner which it needed. Man> months before the Directorate of (bvil 
Supjilies was established in Bengal, Bomba\ had a Directorate functioning. 
Toda\ in Bombay an efficient rationing .scheme has heen put int(» force while 
in Bengal, where this problem is vital and imjierative, n is being undertaken 
b\ a handful of harassed men. Is it any wonder that, one bf om*, these men 
are collapsing under the strain^ What is reall\ astonishing is that these 
senior officials theiiiselve.s do not apj)ear to realise that their firganiHation is 
far too small. Thi.s is a hojieless state of affairs ami cannot be allowed to 
<ontiuue. * 

We, in this Party, are fully aware (d the difficulty of securing men of 
the right type, in sufficient numbers, to staff the senior executive posts.* In 
this connection w*e would point out that .several senior officials have been 
transferred to Delhi, and the first step we (5onsider necessary is that the 
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Government of Bengal should demand that the Central Government release 
them for very urgent and important duties in this province. Another step 
we recommend is that the departments of Government of Bengal should be 
ruthlessly combed, and every man of ability who can possibly be spared, 
drafted to the Food Control Organisation. This will cause inconvenience, 
we are aware of that, but many of the less important functions of Govern- 
ment departments can well be •suspended in view of tht^ present need for 
staffing adequately the (hvil Supply I)ej»artment. Fntil this is done, we do 
not consider thai there is any answer to criticism (d‘ the inadequacy of the 
food control organisation, on the grounds ot shortage of stall. 

As regards the size of the food control organisation, it is not for me ((» 
suggest numbers. h]xpert advice has, 1 understand, alread}' been giv(m 
which is that, for eacli lakh of CfUiKumers. a staff of at least oO is required. 

Now, vSir, as to the set up oi the food distribution organisation, we suggest 
that there should be a Siijjply Branch, with Deputy Directors, and Assistant 
Dirccioi's in charge of each commodity. There nnist also be a Distribution 
Jiranch witli a Senior Officer in charge and, under him, As^islant Directur^ 
charged with llie re^jionsibility <»f contrcdling transport, storage, moveuicnt 
peiniits, and Government grain shoj»s. Thmc must also be an Intelligence 
and Statistical Brandi to provide the information on which judicv must be 
based. And, most important of all, there must be an Knfon-cineiit Branch. 
j)n)j>erl\ staffed with reliable men wli(» can he trusUnl to "ec that Govct-ii- 
nienl’s jioliey is pro]»ei!\ carried out. 

A1 so, Sir, theif will have to lie a very large rationing biamh and, in 
addition, the Flon'blc Minister must liave expert advisios who can advise 
him on diet and nutrition. Wc. in this party are no believers in committres 
unless their functions are very clearly defined, hut we think that the Ministei 
in charg(‘ of ('ivil Supplies would do well to appoini a small exjiert committee 
to advise liiin on pulic\ . 

A large and complex food (nganisatioii, -^ueh as i> reipnred in Bengal, 
must be provided witli the means of enforcing its ])(dic\ , and a highly 
efficient Enforcement Brandi must he created for this purpose. In Great 
Britain, the Food Ministr\ has its own liCgal Blanch and, in eaidi of 'the 
twelve divisional food otti(‘cs, thert‘ is a separate l^egal and Enforcement 
Brandi, pnqierly staffed with competent officer', ami iiisjiectors. Jn addition, 
llicre are at least l.-'iOO Enforcement Officers attached to Food ('ontrol offices 
throughout Great Britain to ensure that the rationing and food eoutrid orders 
are s(ii(«t|y carried out. I quote these figures to give some indication of what 
is m'cded lien* ui Bengal if we are to make our food control policy effective, 
(hie tiling is certain, and that is that it is 'utterly futile to build uji a vast 
food distribution organisation unless an effective weapon is torged to jirevcnt 
abuses and to ensure the carrying out of polic\ . We shall he glad to know 
what jilaiis the Hon’ble Miui.ster has for creating an Enforcement 
Organisation. 

thi numerous occasions attention has been drawn to the totally inadequate 
penalties imposed for contravention of food control orders, and the deterrent 
punislimeiits meted out to offenders in Great Britain have been cited. These 



1943.] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


16T 


punishments are severe, and are ruthlessly imposed. In the view of thin 
party much more can be done to secure compliance with Government orders, 
by executive action — such as the cancellation of licences and forfeiture of 
slocks — than hy petty prosecutions. We would like to hear from the Hon ’hie 
Minister what steps he proposes to take to ensure that Maj^istrates deal 
effectively with breaches of the food control orders. 

The Hon’ble Minister must know well the need for restoring pulvlic con- 
fidence tor, without that, he will never eliminate panic and hoarding of sup- 
plies. Now, Sir, I contend that, if wnfidence in the ability of the Government 
to restore the fwid situation is to be brought ahouf, there (viii l>e no more 
chopping- and <‘hanging ot ]M)licy. Government must decide once and for 
all to follow a clear cut line of action — carefully ihoiight out — and tliey 
must be |)rej)ared to follow it unswervingly. They must abandon, once and 
for all, the view wliich appears to be strongly held in official circles, tliat. 
once an order has been passed and published in the Official (racctt(\ the- 
matter to v\lii(“}i it refers is finished and done with. It is the duty fit 
(fovernmeiit not only to decide jioliey but also to see it carried out. 

In conclusion. Sir. I would say a word ;»b()\it the tempo of food 
administration. This must be speeded up. We are living in critical timc.s 
and ordinal'} mctliods will not do Far too often tiiere is a noticeable lag 
lietween (iovernmeiit 's announcement of jdans and their extauition. l*’or 
instance, wc arc still waiting for the order prohibiting large scale entertain- 
ments at wfiieh essential foodstuffs ar(‘ consumed. Once a plan has hemi 
decided upon, action must follow swiftly and (Government must be ])repa?’e(f 
luthle.s.sly to cut away the of red tape \\lncli elog'^ sf) mueli f)f its 

executive machiiierv.. 

Finally, 1 would a^k Go\crnmenl to consider seriously liic sctling uj) (tl a 
'Fraining Department to give instruction to officials in Jood disl rihut ion 
methods. J^'ood Cdulrol reejuires th(‘ highe.sl standard of elliciency ami 
admini.strativc skill, and no effoi t slmuld be .spared to ensure an efficient and 
liighly trained si-nioi staff who can build up an efficient organisation. 

Mr. R. HAYWOOD: Sir, J beg t-o move the cut motion which rtiiind.s.' 
Ill my name, namely, that the demand of Rs. 5, 44, ‘14, 000 for expenditure' 
under the liead “()‘l — Extraordinary (’harg(‘s in India” be reduced hv 
Ks. 100. I move this to raise a discussicui upon the necesHity for checking 
})rt»fiteering in foodstuffs in ('alcutta maikel'^. 

The Hon’ble Finance Minister in his budget statement a few days ug(^ 
said that in time.s of inflation the rich get richer and the*poor poorer. I 
til ink profiteering is part of the evil machinery which hripgs about this 
unfortunate .state of affairs. We realise, Sir, that there is only one great 
problem in Bengal, namely, the rice problem and whilst we <|uite realise 
tlurt the Department of Tivil Supplies is fully engaged with this problem 
we think that is no excuse why .some action should not l)e taken for (rhecking 
profiteering. 1 would refer especially to the appalling prices now ruling in 
the martets for eggs, fi.sh, meat, milk and vegetables. Eggs I believe are 
somewhere about Rs. 2-8 a wiore, brinjals 4 to 6 annas a eeer, hindhi 6 annoH 
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a seer, milk 12 annas a seer, potatoes somewhere about Ee. 1 a seer and so 
forth. I would not even mention Enf^lish vegetables because in any case at 
this time of the year they would probably be scarce. 

Now Sir, are the agriculturists by any chance picking up the additional 
j)rices that these foodstuii's are commanding. I think pot. Maharaja Sri^- 
chandra Nandy of Oossimbazar and the Maliarajadhiraja Bahadur of 
Burdwan in their speeches on the Agricultural Income Tax Bill were both 
at some pains to stress that the agricultiiri.sts were picking up practically 
nothing of these advanced prices. Then who i-s benefiting? We all know 
1 think, it is the small number of middlemen, profiteers, shop-keepers and 
so forth. These petty people have no civic sense; they have no social 
<‘on8cience. Even Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee a few days ago — three day^ 
ago — referred to the terrible greed of the profiteers. He admitted that it 
w^as one of the causes of the acute distress now prevailing. The fault is not 
<mtirely that of the Ministry and those who are trying to jmt matters right. 
The cause is mainly witli the greedy ])eople who are j)iijiiarily resj)onsihl(‘ 
for this state of affairs. Some people may think “Let us fleece the SaJuhs 
and Mem Sahihs and the military and let them ]‘ay.” But it is not tlie 
Sahihfi and the militur\ that ultimately )>ay . It is the middle classes and 
the poor that juiy. 

Mr. J. V. Gu])ta only an hour (jt so agn) was reierring to the appalling 
suffering's of the middle clas.ses just now and it is the majority of these 
jieople that will ultimately pay. Now, Sjr, all these foodstuffs 1 mention 
are foodstuff’s whicli in most countries, certainly in warring countries, are 
already under some kind of control We do not suggest that the Government 
.should enforce maximum prices which they cannot impose but they should 
4it least we think declare what they (‘onsider to he jirofiteering and after- 
wards arrest the worst offenders. This I think, Sii, could he done undei 
rule 34 ol the Defence of India Eules. These |)eople would have committed 
a prejudicial act. If 1 remember rightly smdi arrests were made at the 
beginning of the yvar at the end of 1939 and they had a very salutary effect. 
Gertain it is that shortly after these peojile yvere arrested prices fell 
substantially. If it he suggested that there is no room in the jails in whi( h 
to put these jieople, that would be unfortunate indeed because in my humble 
^opinion they are worse than thieves who are already in jail. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: At least worse than security prisoners. 

Mr. R. HAYWOOD: For ”) years I ha\e listened to my friend Dr, Sanyal 
without interrupting him and I thought today he might perhaps remain 
^silent and give me a chance. ^ 

Dr. NALIhAK8HA 8ANYAL: I appreciate you. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Becau e he is your /ml. 

Mr. R. HAYWOOD: We think that no Government and no control 
organisation can allow profiteering on foodstuffs to go unchecked. The fact 
that rice is so expensive in this province makes it all the more imperative 
to see that soaring prices of other foodstuffs are checked. We should like 
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an assurance from the Hoii’ble Minister that something is ffoin^ to he done 
in the matter and that some action at least for shaminj; profiteers will he 
taken soon. 

85A— Capital outlay on provincial schemes connected with war, 1939. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think it would he better if at this the IJon’hle 

Mr. Suhrawardy mo\es his demand under the head “iS5A — (<ipital outlay 
on provincial schemes connected with the war, 1939”. 

The two demands, namely, the one which has already been moved by I lie 
Hon^ble Khwaja Sfr Nazimuddin an<l the demand to he moved by the 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy are inter-related and it would fai ilitate discussioti 
il this be now moved and the cut motions relatinjr to this motion also he 
moved so that tlie two demands with the cut motions will l>e open to dis- 
cussion. I propose to follow this proc^eSure. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, on the reconmiendat ion 
of His Excellency the Governor 1 he<r to mov(‘ that a sum of Rs. oO, 00,00(1 
he "ranted for exjiendilure under the head ‘’8')A--('apital outlay cm pi'ox in- 
<‘ial schemes connected with the war, 193{f”. 

Maharaja 8RI8CHANDRA HANDY, of Cossimbazar: Sir, 1 l>e^ to 
inoce that the demand of Rs. 00,00,000 under the head “(SoA — ( apital outhiN 
on provincial sclieiiies connected with the \Nar, Itidtr' ht* r<*dnce(l h\ Rs. JOO. 
M\ object Is to laise a discussicui alwoit the working nj the "rain purchas(‘ 
scheme in th(‘ distiicts. 

Sir, 1 am doubtful if the Government hav(* an> consideied scheme tor tin* 
pundiase of food^»-rains in the districts. All that we }ia\e C4)m(‘ t>o know 
fiom time to time from Ibess announcements that certain districts hav(‘ been 
declared to he surplms districts for the purchase of f (Kid^jiains. Now 1 would 
like to know how do Go\ eminent determine this^ No attfunjit seems to 
have been made by Government lor collecting.?' the necessarv statistics. If 
they are depeudin^^ <m the .statistics prepared by jfie A^?:ricult ural Depart- 
ment the.N are absedutely on the wroii^r track and it would not ^^ive the 
desired result. Now, Sir, how do you estimate the yield I'' If you are jr^nn^^ 
to take the < lops wdien they aie .sown there is (*ver\ chance of wnir estimates 
beiu^r falsified by natural failamities. Then a"ain how^ do you calculate the 
varying population, you have no machinery to do so. We are aware that 
(Tovernment ajrents or their sub-iiffents jro out to the districts to make 
purchases. 1 may inform the Hou.se, Sir, that there is a rej>‘ular panic 
among the cultivators when these sub-agents go aUiut. The* common belief 
is that they are not going to haVe adequate price and that tlp^ entire atock 
will be taken aw'ay. Besides, Sir, 1 am doubtful if the method employed 
hy thi.s agency is to the best interest of the cultivators. D<j they go through 
the usual middlemen who advance money to the cultivators?' In that case 
the whole scheme would go against the interest of the cultivators wliatever 
may be the minimum price fixed by flie (foverniiieiit. Then, Sir, I have 
definite information which goe.s to show that (Toveriiment agents have been 
purchasing foodstuffs even from district.s de<lare<i to be deficit districts 
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and what is worse even from districts affected by flood. Yon mnst at once put 
a stop to this practice. Certainly that is not the way to help but to 
embarrass the district. It is the duty of Government to see that an uniform 
distribution is made and no district is made to suffer at the expense of 
another district. 

Then I understand that in fjertain ceases when purchases are made from 
a district the District Officers hiive absolutely no knowledjre of them. This 
is certainly a very biid sy.stem. The District Officer must not only know 
whenever a i)urcha8e is made but he should be consulted before any scheme 
of purchase is taken in hand. He in his turn may c<y.isult any non-official 
agency, if he feels any necessity for it. It is unforhinale, Sir, that there is 
<i growing belief among the cuIti\ators tlmt all tliese purchases are made 
for the heriefit of the agents of the Government who are making a large 
profit. I would api>eal to the GoTernment to clear up these issues. The 
public have a right to know what ihe^e j)ur(hases really Jiieau. I would 
further like to have an assurance Irom (lovernmenl that f<K>dgrains .should 
not: be removed from re4dly deficit districts and fixmi areas snttVring from 
natural calamities. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sii, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. r>0,0djK)l) for expemlitur(‘ under Ihe head “SoA — Capitjil outlay on 
provincial schemes c>onnect(*d witli the wai. 193 !)’’ be- reduced by Es. 100. 
The object of my motion is to raise a discussioTi alwmt — 

(i) the utter wastef uln(‘Ss of the manner in which jmrchase.s ot food- 
grains have been and are being arranged on (lovernmeiit account 
or on their l>ehalf; 

[u) the impropriety and abuses iu tlic appointment of Messrs. M. M. 
Lspahani, lAd., as the sole agent ol the Bengal Government for 
the pureha.se ol foodgruins for some time and the payment of 
large sums of money to that linn without proper serutiny of their 
purehase*^ and deliverie.> and the prices quoted; 

{ill) the impropriety ol the scheme of jmnhase of salt; and 

(ir) the irreg\ilarities in the arrangements for the purchase and dis- 
tribution ot standard cloth. 

Sir, much has already been said ab(»ut the Civil Supplies Department and 
the organ! Ha lions set up by the .same which today number about ten. We 
have also heard a good deal of the benevolent activities that certain non- 
official ageiici(4^ have undertaken for the benefit of the province of Bengal. 
Through my cut motion I seek to invite tl?e attention of this House and of 
the public in Bengal or outside to the very serious state of affairs brought 
about by the ill-coiieeived policy of Government on grain purchase.s and in 
particular to the manner iu which one particular firm has been appointed 
agents of Government and canons of finance have been violated in regard 
thereto. 

I 

Sir, there have been three distinct stages of Government schemes of food- 
grains purchase: the first stage was when there was inter-provincial trade 
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barrier before the 17th or 18th of Ma\, 1943; the second ^tage was when just 
along with or immediately after the lifting of the inter-provincial trade 
barrier a purchasing agent was appointed on behalt of the Government of 
Bengal for quickening imports into this province and purchasing rice from 
within the province; the third stage is the stage wlien on supposed surplus 
of aug crop in (‘ertain areas in Bengal some agents have l>een ajipointed to 
procure so-called surplus stock from some selected districts in the province 
and also some other arrangements have been made to secure grains from 
other parts of India. I consider. Sir, that the jiolicv • ]>ursued by the 
Government at all these stages is extremely wrong, ill-conceived and full of 
dangerous potentialities; and as experience ha.s shown in all these three 
different cases the policy adumbrated by the Government has signally failed. 
It will not be jiossible for me at this stage to enter into the details us to how 
in each case the policy has v.ome to grief ; 1 -shall confine myself principally 
to the second stage which is still continuing to some extent — the stage in 
which one particular firm has been the side agent of the Bengal Government 
tor purchasing rice, wheat, paddy and othei foodgrains at any jirice they 
can procure. 

Sir, this firm of Messrs. M. M. ispahani. Ltd., has been apjdauded with 
high encomiums by the Hon'ble Minister in charge. 1 have no quarrel with 
him when he says that Messrs. Ispahani, Jdd., arc one of the leading firms 
in the city of Calcutta. But, Sir, I would like him to exj)laiii since when 
they became a big dealer in foodgrains r" They have been a big dealer in 
jute and for some years thev have been exporting soijie foodgrains to certain 
Middle East countries. Apart from that the^^ were first discovered to be 
interested in the purchase of grains by the Secretary in the Commerce and 
Labour Department when tliey themselves signified that they were not so 
much in tlie rice and grains market and liud on theii own guarantee put up 
one of their relations — I learn that a bi(»lher-in-la\v (Mr. M. A. H 
Ispahani; Question That is a damned lie) Mir/a All Akbar — as pur- 
chasing agent of the jnevious Government. 

The HOil’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; lie is not a relation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I think that all Muslims call each other 
a brother; if he is not a brother-in-law, he must be a brother at least. 

Mr. lepahani questions the relationship! His questioning the relation- 
ship between Messrs. Ispahani, Ltd., and Mirza Ali Akhar is questionable. 

Sir, this Messrs. Ispahani, Ltd., was given a rarte blanche for purchase 
of foodgrains, at any price. They had not entered into any agreement at 
the time when purchase was made and an agreement had bSen entered into 
only recently, not even one week%go. But before the agreeme;t^t was actually 
entered into and the terms of agreement settled finally, crores and crores of 
rupees were permitted by Government to be paid to this firm, paid on 
supjiosed purchases as well as on advances. The total amounts of such 
advances have now neared five crores of rupees. I had kept track up to 
Rs. 4,88,00,000 up to the last week, it has now probably come up to nearly^ 
5 crores *of rupees. And, Sir, although specific questions were asked as to 
the total amount of deliveries as against these advances, no figures have been 
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forthcoming. I have on enquiry discovered that so far only less than Rs. 3 
crores worth of foodgraiiis have been delivered to the Government receiving 
agents in this connection. Here also an interesting revelation I propose to 
make. The Government agents who were siij)j)osed to take delivery from 
Messrs. M. M. Ispahani, Ltd., were for a long time no other firm than 
Messrs. Mirza Ali Akbar. The right band makes the purchase and the left 
hand receives the delivery and the money g(»es out through the Foodgrains 
Purchasing Officer of the Government of Bengal who does not know how 
purchases have been effected, but he is compelled to pay under orders of 
H. M. (A voice from the Opposition Benches: Who is H. M.:*) His 
Majesty in some cases but here the Hon’ble Minister. 

Sir, I have ma^e some enquiries specifically after bold statements w'ere 
made on the floor of the House by the Hon’ble Minister in charge of Civil 
Supplies. Mr. Suhrawardy made one statement during the last session that 
the advances complained of by Dr. Mookerjee were not advances but they 
were payments against purchases. Sir, a grosser misstnlcnient oi tact^ no 
person with the slightest sense of responsibility could utter on the floor of 
this Assembly. I have already made the categoriciil stalenient now and 
ioda> that even now against that firm there is a deldt account (d‘ nearly Rs. o 
crores and the Government of Bengal have so far received reports of purchase 
by that firm which has been taken over by the (iovernment agents up to 
Rs. 3 crores only. Sir, the so-called juirchascs have been made in Bengal as 
well as other province^^ and today we find that up to Rs. 2 crores have been 
jmrehased in Bengal itselt and <mly Us. crores are suj)])osed to have been 
purchased in provinces other tlian Bengal, if the main ]»ur}H>se of appoint- 
ing Messrs. M. M. Tspahani, Jjtd., was to quicken the imports of foodgrains 
from outside Bengal into this jirovimr. 1 tail to undeistaiul why Government 
at all allowed that firm to forei* uj) jinees in the jiroviiiei* by luiying here at 
any price that they wanted to offer. Sir, it i** coiunion knowltnlge that tor 
some weeks the offer that Messrs. M. M. Ispaliaiii made to the market was 
even higher than the juices ruling in tlie market and uhen price^ hud a 
tendency to come down to Rs. 2b, 24 and 22, Me.ssrs. M. M. Tspahani pur- 
chased on behalf of the Government and forced up the prices to Rs. 28, 29, 
30 and above and why was that so^ That was because Messrs. M. M. 
Ispahani, Ltd., were not interested in the price of it. Because, in the 
beginning they were jiromised a commission on the value of the commodity 
and therefore the more price they could pay out of (iovernment funds, the 
greater would be their amount of commission. Since then however certain 
things have happened. The Auditor-General of India as well as the 
Accountant-General of Bengal found the proposed agreement — at least some 
terms of the agreement — extremely unconscionable and they would not agree 
to such terms and indeed the terms have since been revised and a percentage 
has been fixed on maun^age basis and not on prices. (Mr. Ch.4RU Chandra 
Roy: When?) Last week only. 

The second bold statement made by Mr. Suhrawardy was that Messrs. 

•M. M. Ispahani’s purchases were all known and open to inspection, and that 
three brilliant officers of the Accountant-General are night and day going 
through the accounts and examining them. Do you know what the real state 
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of affairs about that is? One half-time officer of the ('ivil Supplies Direc- 
torate who is, I understand, an officer selected by the Accountant-tieiieral, 
Bengal, is permitted to go to Messrs. M. M. Tspaliuni, Ltd., at '2 p.ni. in tlie 
afternoon and he sits there till 5 p.m. or (> p.m. and he does not get access to- 
the original purchase vouchers but he only compares the Ivought notes sub- 
mitted and the delivery notes corresponding tliereto and compares the 
deliveries to Government receiving agents as against tlie alleged (piantitie^i 
purchased. He has not got either any time or any assistance t(» (‘heck up the- 
actual purchases at the point of jmrchase and this officer — a half-time officer 
— is assisted by tw(i clerical assi-stants one of wiioni was a bill chM’k in the 
Civil Supplies Directorate for some time and the other is a raw new clerical 
hand. These are the three great exjierts in audit who are going night and 
day through the accounts! And what has been the outc'ome of their brilliant 
w’ork up to (lute? The officer who goes for half time there has not yet been 
able even to comjiare the arrivals us against the purchase-^ for more than the 
period be\ond the month of June lust. He has up to date come U) the date of 
June at the mcnt and that also for purchases within Bengal, and at this rate 
it will take him three years to (omplete the audit — if that be (-ailed any 
audit at all. This is in the fitness of things most irn*gular, beiaiuse it is 
called a post-audit affair — not a jire-audit one, and, Sir. where crores and 
crores are involved, it is surprising how the Government of Bengal thought 
fit to permit money to he squandered away with a [)ost-script coming later 
on about certain irregulafities. Already out ot those few scrutinies that 
have been made more than sixty thousand rupees of irregularities have been 
discovered and reported in the accounts of Me-s.^rs. M. M. Tspahani, Ltd., bj" 
that officer to the Accountant-General, Jiengal. I have had information 
from one res]»onsible officer of the (j(»vernment of Bengal itself that when 
one of their officers was sent to facilitate the im]»ort of Ispahani’s ])urcha8es 
from Bihar, he discovered that the local jirice at that place never went beyond 
Rs. 19 ])cr maund, while Ispahanis' averag(‘ showing of sales to Bengal from 
that jilace lias been Ks. 27-8. In Gri.s.sa Me.ssrs. M. M. Ispahani's men were 
actually arrested* at Puri or Cuttack becau.se of certain clandestine tran- 
sactions that they were trying to manage at that place. In Central Provinces 
the Chief Secretary of the Central Provinces Government has already lodged 
a definite complaint against the firm of Messrs. M. M. Isjiahani, Ltd., with 
the Government of India. The Chief Secretary said : “No use complaining 
to the Government of Bengal, because they are the patrons of Ispahan is” 
(laughter), and what is their complaint? They said that Mesers. Ispahanis’ 
men purchased foodgrains there at Rs. 9 and Rs. 10 and sought to export 
to Bengal and get huge profits therefrom. The local merchants brought 
it to the notice of the Centrar Provinces Government “if f)ie Government 
of Bengal were prepared to pay a high price, why should we be deprived of 
the reasonable margin of profit for the merchants of this province?” And 
as a result Ispahanis’ firm was made to suffer heavily in Central Provinces. 
They issued peremptory orders to seize all Ispahanis’ stocks anywhere and 
prevented their export to Bengal. That was one of the important revela- 
tions and when the Hon’ble Minister in charge says that other provinces- 
did not co-operate, he ought to find out where really the fault lies. 
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Sir, MeHHis. Lspahani, Ld., have a number of brokers aud 8ub-aj*:ente. 
Theirs is a bijj^ firm and it may be an information to the House here that 
•several of their brokers are also Marwari and non-Bengali firms from other 
parts. They buy on account of Messrs. Lspahanis’, but they submit 
bought notes on their own account and it is difficult to find out what price 
actually they have paid and what have been their real vouchers for exhibit- 
ing to the Government of Bengal. 

Sir, Mirza Ali Akbar’s stock was, at first during the last food drive, not 
permitted to be taken into account. I do not know if the members of this 
House aje aware that during the Calcutta and Howrah food drive certain 
big stockists were kept out of account. Their inventories were not allow- 
ed to be made by ordinary mortals, but they were left to be taken by 
special persons. One of such special persons, who was entrusted to look 
into the godowns of Mirza Ali Akbar, godowns supposed tf> be keeping 
Government’s stocks only, and naturally who was assisted by certain 
trade agents who are supp(Ksed to be experts in examining stocks, when 
they were counting godown stocks, they found at t)nce that in some of the 
godowns, the stock was hundred per cent, more than what was declared to 
be the stock in the records of the Civil Sup])]ies Directorate — that officer, 
a responsible officer of the Indian Civil Service, brought 'it to the notice of 
some important member of the Police Service and they both w^ent and 
sealed the godowns. ( A voice: How many godowns.t^) Several godowns 
in Howrah, Chetla, Eamkrishtopur and other places. A peremptory order 
went that ‘*you have got to do nothing wdth the counting of this. We 
will make arrangements”. A Special Intelligence Officer took it in his own 
hand under instructions of the Hon’ble Minister to take inventory. (The 
Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhiuwardy: T do not know anything about it.) The 
local Superintendent of Police who is also an important resjK»nsil)le officer 
of Government w’as rebuked for having taken up this stock-taking him- 
self, and assurances were given in thi.s House that the results of that 
inventory Would bo revealed shortly. Neither that officer nor the officer 
who originally sealed the godowns are aware as to how this stock is being 
taken or if at all it has been taken and yet we hear that probably the stock 
will tally. It has been a pretty long time and since then one of the 
important officers of the Civil Supplies Directorate under orders not of the 
Minister in charge but under orders of the newly appointed Food and 
Supplies (Commissioner or with his permission and order has placed other 
firms than Mirza Ali Akbar to take over deliveries on behalf of Government. 
In addition to Mirza Ali Akbar now several other firms are relieving the 
Government of the burden of imports coining on Messrs, lspahanis’ account. 

Sir, Messrs'! lspahani, Limited, are not only helped in this direct way, 
but there are several clandestine manners also in which their interests are 
sought to be safeguarded. Sir, a few weeks ago Messrs. lspahani, Limited, 
quoted lls. 23 as the minimum rate for the supply of dal to a Government 
Department. Another firm offered ‘Es. 22-4, and. Sir, within tw*o days 
orders were issued that all imports of dal on private accounts i«uu8t be 
seized, and today you will find that not a single private dealer is in a posi- 
tion to import dal or other grains through Howrah station and the price 
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has gone up to Bs. 23-8 to enable Messrs. Ispahani to supply dal to 
Government with profit. (Uproar.) 

Sir, today there is complete want of confidence in (lie I'ntire activity 
of the Government of Bengal through this one big thouglitlcss action, and 
I sincerely^ deplore the manner in which the purchases have been arranged, 
because the effect thereof will be that Bengal will go starving. Full-throat- 
ed assurances have been given that large quantity of grains will lx* coming 
in from the Punjab, but my apprehensions are that Punjab will not sell 
any more grains to Bengal unless this matter is settled as to whether tliere 
is any margin of profit being made by intermediaries or by the Govern- 
ment of Bengal for wheat and wheat products inqmrtcd into this province. 
My information is that for the last five days no adequate juudiase could be 
made in the Punjab on behalf of the Governmetit of Bengal although one 
responsible officer of the Government of Bengal is there and making 
efforts to buy, because the traders there say “oh, unless you make sure 

that the price at which you will purchase will be the price at which you 

will sell there, we are not going to be befooled and we will not make any- 
body else rich at our cost”. Sir, the Punjab wheat will not come, not 

because the Punjab Ministers or the public are unsympathetic towards 
Bengal, but because the Government of Bengal are alleged to be making 
huge profit themselves or some other agents appointed by them are doing 
this. (A voice: Is that the Bengal Government or any other party?) 
That is to be discovered. In April the Central Provinces Government were 
prepared to sell about 3 lakhs of maunds of dal. The Government of 
Bengal w'ith their usual alacrity sent their agents in the month of June, 
but the Central Provinces Government absolutely refused to sell through 
the Bengal Government agents though they were prepared to negotiate 
directly with the Government and deliver directly with the assistance of 
the Government of India. Recently, a few days ago, the Bengal Govern- 
ment appointed one single firm for purchasing oil from the Central Provinces. 
I am not sure what fate this firm will meet with. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; Central Provinces or United 
Provinces ? 

Mr. KIRAN 8ANKAR ROY: You know best. 

pr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: • The firm is a good one, but the system 
is wrong. While this has been the system of purchase outside, my 
esteemed friend the Maharaja Srishchandra Nandy, of Cos^imbazar, has 
invited the attention to the mistake and folly (X>mmitted in the policy of 
purchases in Bengal itself. There is no arrangement made tS supply the 
ordinary public with grains from outside Bengal through ordinary channels 
of trade or through Government distributing centres. The Government 
have admitted that they have only made arrangements for supply through 
controlled shops, through certain priority concerns and to essential 
services, ^hey have not as yet been able to think of the ordinary citizen 
and yet they have issued peremptory orders* that all private imports must 
stop and whenever private imparts come anywhere they are seizing them 
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with ruthless alacrity. Mr. Kirby, the great expert in rationing, who has 
been brought down from Great Britain to help in this matter, was speci- 
fically asked; “Your advice has been to seize all these imports, but 
what source have you left to feed the ordinary citizen who does not come 
under these schemes?”. He keeps quiet. He says “I don’t know. This 
aspect of the question did not strike me”. That was his repl/. This is 
the kind of expert that we have to deal with. 

I have said enough so far as Ispahanis’ are concerned. I would only 
conclude tliat part of my observation by inviting your attention to the 
very healthy maxim that has been before us for some day.s in connection 
with an interesting case that came up in the High Court, the maxim of 
Lord Hewart that justice must not only be done hut must appear to he 
done also. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Seen to be done. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, it must be seen to be done. In 
the case of Messrs. Ispahanis we demand an open en(|uiry not only into 
the manner in which they were api)(dnte(i but also into tlie manne]' of all 
their transactions enabling the Committee to go into the details of their 
first original purchases as well as delivery. We ^yould also like to know 
how, where and to what extent tliis firm has acted in a generous way to 
help the people of Bengal out of tlieir ]>resent difficulty. Our 
information is 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Ouh t WO minutes more, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I have already given you half an hour. 1 give you 
two more minutes. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have got in my motion two other 
iubjects, one regarding salt and the other regarding standard cloth. 

With regard to salt, my friend Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee has already 
invited your attention to the utter uselessness of having Rs. 50 lakhs 
provided for storing salt unless the intention is to patronise some firm or 
firms. Today the position is that Government controlled shops sell salt at 
a higher rate than the rate at which it is available in the market. It has 
been the experience of everybody. Whatever commodity the Bengal 
Government, Directorate of Civil Supplies touch, they first make the 
commodity disappear, then they make it go to the black market and then 
make it disappear in a bottomless sink. Let us not be faced with the same 
position with regard to salt. 

With regard to standard cloth, the method of distribution still leaves 
much room for improvement. We have been told that none but yecognised 
dealers who had been in the trade for a number of years would be given 
agenoyship for distribution. But nothing has been done. 
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Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. I am sorry I cannot give you any 
more time. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYALc Sir, I move my motion for the accept- 
ance of the House with all the sincerity I can command. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SiDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I was not ready 
for the mixing up of the two demands and tlierefore I will haye to be a 
bit rambling in my statement. (Mr. Kiran Sankak Roy : As you always 
are.) Mr. Speaker, I appeal to you that not one of them shall interfere 
when I speak. They have been given a patient hearing and they must 
have the genthniuinliness to behave. 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 hope they will not interrupt* you. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, 1 insist on mv right to speak 
and I beg of you to grant it to me. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Yes, please go on. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: The bankruptcy of the Opposition 
in its whole outlook turns on one little point. They <*an flog a dead horse 
as much lus they like but tlie {U'guraents that they bring forward show "to 
me as clearly as anything that Ispahuni has become an ohiieswoif with 
them. Ispahani means a bit ot (‘conomic regeneration and rebalijlitation of 
my brothers in this jirovince. The monopolists would, therefore, shout 
like this. But the mills oi (lod grind slow and they do grind fine. 

Sir, I wish the industry and energy of the honourahle member who 
preceded me were u.sed to better purimse. He has indulged in hiexaciitiidM 
today that would require heating even from the most terrible pt^rson that 
has never uttered the truth. Sir, I state with aW the rekponflfbility that 1 
can command and deidare as my friend said in the earlier part of his 
speech that there is no question of suyprssw fidsi. ([Dr. Syamaprasad 
Mookerjee : Snppressio vcri.) I am sorry, suppressio veti and that every 
point that he has made is an absolute and complete suffffertio fahi. I do 
not know which speech to take first. The flnrt speaker tonighi created 
rather a good impression on my mind by trying to explain to ue his poiill 
of view and the reason which in his view brought, about tBe maladminisi- 
tration he complained of. It was from his point of view an I. C. S. vs. Tsade 
controversy and the I. 0. S. according to his view had proved iksoH to Be 
incapable. Sir, it began when we were not tAere. it is 'Main a pari of 
the legacy handed down to us. The Directorate af Civil Supplies was 
worked by the I. C. S. at a time ^heii we were miles away and ijbdoea 
a bit of courage in men who have held charge of the department and 
their asssociates to come forward and run down the thiwg iviidaik Nioy tihem- 
selves had initiated. 

The question, was asked, Sir, as to why voluntary effort was not invited. 
Let us hgre and now admit from the arguments used by the gentlemen 
opposite ^at we as a nation are, to quote Mr. Ckipta’s woods, scouzhdiiels : 
he called merchants scoundrels and wanted one aconodrel to take care ol the 
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other, that is, to set a thief to catch a thief. But, Sir, if merchants are all 
scoundrels, we shall also have to widen our vision and include in our national 
outlook every section of the population. What shall we do? We are a 
nation of dishonest people, not only the I. C. 8. men, not only the subordinate 
services, but even organisations which are in our hands show the same 
weaknesses and the same defects. It is either that or whatever they have said 
is entirely, wrong. I do not know the name of the constituency Mr. Gupta 
represents. Therefore, I shall have to satisfy myself by saj^ing that the 
honourable member for a part of Calculta had the temt'rity to say that 
the Ispahanis were an inexperienced firm iii the rice trade. He was not 
born when Ispahanis were dealing in ric'c. Perhaps one or two generations 
were not in existence when* the Ispalianis were doing biisines.s in rice 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That w'as perhaps in Persia, not here. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: It is a matter of generations, 
lierhaps it is for nine generations that the Ispahanis liave been doing 
business. They have done rice business in Bengal for four generations; 
they have done rice business in other parts of India and tliey have done 
rice business outside India in various parts of the world. Sir, every state- 
ment made about the Ispahanis is incorrect, malicious and mischievous. 
The main charges 

Drt NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How mmdi have you ))een paid to 
plead for the Ispahanis? 

Mr« ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, will you allows that 
insinuation to be- made? 

; Mr. BREAKER: I am not allowing it. 

Mr. AB.DUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: May I ask you, Sir, to tell him to 
go outside when I am delivering my speech (laughter).^ 

Sir, a statement has been made by the honourable Doctor of the 
pniversity of London and he demands of the House that we shall take it as 
corrects I say, it is incorrect. (Cries of “No”, “No”, and “AVhy not face 
an enquiry!’ irom the Opposition benches.) 

? Sir, we allowed them a patient hearing and I appeal to the Leader of 
the Opposition through you to ask his followers to behave i)roperly. 

* Sir, a statement has been made that the Ispahanis received commission 
on the price basis. That statement, Sir, I deny, and I characterise it as 
absolutely incorrect-^ 

Dr. NALIHAKBHA 8ANYAL: They did not receive; that was a draft 
agreement. 

jlr. ftt*EAKER: Allow him to finish his speech. 

Mr. HAR1PADA CHAtTOPADHAYA; But why should he be allowed 

Useless statements? 
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Mr* SPEAKER: Order, order, I have repeatedly reminded you th?kt 
when you were speakinj^ the other side did not interrupt you and it 
desirable that you should not interrupt him. 


Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDOIQI: The Arabic saying, as you know, 


Sir, is, bitter; and the other Persian saying which 

the Hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition understands is — ^ 

aJ — the bar has no memory. The Inspahanis never reoeived commi^oii 


on the basis of money; they are to receive commission which is their legiti- 
mate due on the basis of maundage. That rules out the whole case prepared 
by the honourable member for the municipalitieLS of Murshidubad. lie hai 
made another statement and that is as if the Ispahaiiis and that their agents 
alone were taken <o task in the Central Provinces. I again state with all 
the resjmnsibilily I can command that not one but every merchant was 
not allowed to take rice out of the Central Provinces. Every* roaund 
j)iirchased by the Ispahanis in the Central Provinces was sold to the Govern- 
immt of llengal ai cost and right away. If the Chief Secretary said anything 
to the conlrar\, he was misinformed and mistaken. The Hon’ble ex-Minister 
for Pood for lour days also insinuated about the disappearance of larg^ 
quantities of riie. Sir, he did indulge in a bit of arithmetic. May I 
ask him to calculate the daily requirements not only of the whole of Bengal 
but of Calcutta and the industrial area alone. 


Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That is not served by the Government 
of Bengal. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I know who is served by whom. 
Please let me sj»eak. You have said more than enough. Allow me now 
to have my say. 

The Hon’bl(‘ ex-Minister for hood if he indulges in a bit more of 
arithmetic will himself I feel certain find out where the quantities have 
gone. Four am] a half crores of rupees have also been mentioned. If 
be will sit down and calculate the price that was paid, he will find thai 
instead of the (loveniment of Bengal giving any money, it was the 
Ispahanis that pave credit to the Government from day to day. A reflection 
has been ca.st on Government accountants; whether they came for three 
hours or for the twenty-four hours of the day, the point is that the accounts 
are not held up hut everything connected with every item is audited from 
day to day. Not a inaiind of rice is bought by the firm of Ispahanis unless the 
Director of Civil Supplies give% his sanction. Every maund, perhaps every 
grain, of rice that is bought i.s brought, accounted for and Sanctioned. T6 
run down a business house on the question of the composition of auditors 
and accountants wojking under the Accountant-General is not my business 1; 
it may be the business of people who do not understand the A.B.C. of hoTl^ 
businesses are conducted. It is unfortunate that the Ispahanis are the 8ol4 
agents, tbut that is not their fault. Not one speaker from the Opposition 
has told us that other Governments have appointed sole agents and those sole 
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agents have come to Calcutta and sold rice and paddy heiunm. The investi- 
gations and research of the honourable doctor of the University of London 
should have told him that such a thing has happened in Calcutta. 

— if a Muslim does it he is a blackguard 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: While you are sitting there we would 
ttot like any attempt to be made to drag this debate to a communal turn. 
Again the same unfortunate attempt is being made by the present speaker to 
drag in communalism and he has again uttered the ^arae words — every 
Mussalman is a scoundrel, a blackguard^ This kind of trying to raise com- 
munal issues lias become a habit with this member and if he cannot stand 
on logic let him not try to speak at all. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have understood your point of order. Unfortunately 
for me my attention was a little diverted in another way. 1 would ask 
Mr. Siddiqi to confine his remarks to the matter under discussion and he 
will, 1 hope, try not to raise any matter which is likely to embitter communal 
feelings. 

The Hon’blo Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Let them be embittered. 
The charges are so malicious and we have very grave suspicion that it is 
due to communal feelings. No question about that. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I would like to 
appeal to my eoimtrymen in my own bumble way. I challenge any one of 
the gentlemen opposite to look at problems in the way in which I do, but 
when I see mischief, when I soe malice, when I see misdeeds which are 
intended directly to injure my people, you will })ermit me the liberty to 
apeak out. If Ispahanis’ appointment as sole agents is a criminal breach 
of the law in public life I should have liked a word from some honourable 
member ojiposite to say that other Governments had also committed a similar 
breach. (Dr. Nallvaksha Sanyal: We cannot criticise other Govern- 
ments.) I shall not be wrong if I say that the goods sold henami have been 
bought by people who are perhaps not unknown to speakers opposite. 

Sir, it has also been suggested that Mirza Ali Akbar’s godowns w^ere 
•ealed and things found there against those allowed by law. They thought 
they had found a rat there but they could not catch it, for the reason that 
when the Ispahanis were appointed agents they went out of the grain 
business altogether. They gave up all thei® godowns, and for the informa- 
tion of membeli^ opposite, I do hereby categorically deny any relationship 
between Mima Ali Akbar and Mirza Ahmad Ispahan!. Mirza Ahmad Ispa- 
han! stood guarantee far Mirza Ali Akbar who came as emigrant from 
Rangoon where he had lost his all. The Ispahanis considered it a duty to 
Mp a man who had seen better days. Honourable gentlemen opposite will 
Aot understand me when I say that the Tradition of the Rasul, the Messenger 
«(f Allah, and the directions given by him forbid a Muslim to make money 
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out of the misery of his fellow-men. It is liaraam in a sense, as the 
honourable and learned Leader of the Opposition will understand, we have 
been told — 

A • ✓ A//' XZ/A A / 

iUJI - U/o 

(He who gathers and hoards for gain anything * 

Which goes to prolong or help human Jife 
Is not of us. 

And the Ciyses of God are upon him.) 

The honourable Leader of the Ojiposition will at least grant the Ispahanis 
this much right that they are Muslims and that they believe in the teachings 
of Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah. 

SiV, I may also tell you, and which has not been stated by the statisticians 
and by the learned gentleman who knows more about railway freights than 
I do, and I question even the sincerity of the research, that the Ispahanis 
w’itliin 24 lunirs gave to Hengal about 250, 000 maunds of rice (Dr. 
Nalinaksiia S.akyal: Not brought into Bengal but bought.) Brought and 
bought would mean the .same thing in law. My friend has not read law 
and })erhaps he will be corrected by the ex-Principal of the 1/aw College. 

Sir, they bought and they handed over to the Governmcuit of Bengal at 
Bs. 14-12-9 when tin* ruling market rate was somewhere between lls. 30 
and Ks; 32 (Mr. Si ri noua Nath Bi.swas : What was the pundiase priced) 
Purcha.se jirice may be anything, it was .sold to Government at Us. 14-12-9. 
(Mr. SruKXDiiA Nath Biswas: There is the rub.) If tli(‘He gentlemen 
liave any honesty left about them I reijiiest them to come with me and I 
re(]ue.st them to go and see for themselves. An offiT w’as mad(‘ but those 
who made the critici.sm ran away, ft was almo.st a y(‘ar ago when the 
honourable member for the Muni(*ij)alities (»f Miirsliidabad made a simrlar 
unfounded, vague and mischievous charge and I asked him “Come with 
me; you will be given every facility” but he ran away. He never went! 
there nor did be investigate. Whether he was uttering the truth or not 
had better be left to the judgment of his fellow-men. 

Sir, the rice of which I was talking was bought at various prices the 
average of which qgme to Us. 14-12-9 and this was during the free trade 
days. If the Ispahanis bad wanted to make money they could liave made 
about Us. 36 iakhs. Would not ordinary decencies (‘ompel us, Sir, to 
acknowledge the donation of 36 lakhs of rupees by the Ispaha^iisP I request 
the honourable member for Mprshidabad Municipalities to verify ray 
statement, and if he finds I am wrong I shall in this House submit an 
apology to him in any language he chooses or wdiich you may permit. (Dr. 
Naunaksha Sanyal: I accept that part of the statement.) Whether he 
accepts or he does not, truth is there. If you throw dust at the sun it falls 
into your eyes and into your mouth. The Ispahanis are a commercial house 
of unblemished reputation. It is surprising that the Hindu merchants and 
other merchants 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: How long will he continue? 

Mt. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, try to finish soon. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I could go on in this way speaking* 
and exposing them to the ridicule of all sensible people. They had left 
Bengal on the verge of a crisis and that one man Mirza Ahmad Ispahani 
saved the situation. Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, the Nawab Bahadur 
of Dacca and Mr. Fazlul Huq should get up and say that Ispahani was the 
benefactor, that Ispahani saved Bengal and the generations to come. I am 
stating facts. A day will come when they will have to acknowledge that 
the blame for the deaths of those who are dying is at the doors of those 
people who created the starvation, at the doors of people who went to Delhi, 
in December, 1942, and said “We are all right; leave us alone”, at the doors 
of peoplei who morning, noon and night talked of constitutionalism, talked 
of this, that and the other, talked of the sandwiching of Ministers (between 
the Governor and the permanent officials. But the thing that they should 
have talked about and done was neglected and left undone. (Uproar.) 
(Dr. Syamaprasai) Mookeimkk: What are you doing?) I say, Sir, that 
my heart will drop 50 drops of blond as against theirs of a lesser quantity 
at the misery of our people. (Uproar.) I challenge their sympathy for 
the people in the districts; they do not pos.sess any. Propaganda in news- 
pa{)erH and shouting in the Shraddhananda Park do not feed my Muslim 
brothers in the districts. (Uproar.) I would beg of them to keep quiet 
, and not talk of sympathy for the Muslim and Hindu brothers of Bengal. 

Mr« 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I have listened with great atten- 
tion to the rambling defence which Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has put 
forward on behalf of Ispahani, Ltd., more for the sake of the edification of 
the members of his own party than for the people of this province. It 
requires considerable guts and grit for people on whose head lies the blood 
of, thousands of peojile of this province to speak in the strain in which 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has done this evening. The lives of thousands 
of people have been sacrificed at the altar of the greed, dishonesty and 
avarice of those who are responsible for running the administration today 
in this province. And for their champion Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi to 
stand up and speak in the strain that he has done requires an amount of 
effrontery which he alone is capable of. 

Mr. Speaker, we have learnt ad nauseam that thej*^ are suffering from 
the legacy handed down to them by the previous Ministry. That is the 
burden of their song for the last six months. Thank God that at least 
Lspahanis are hot a legacy from the last Ministry. (Cries of “Hear, hear” 
from the Opposition benches.) It is a creation of this Ministry, a creation 
in all its luridness, in all its horror and in all its dishonesty and corruption. 

Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy, Mr. Ispahani and Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi have 
formed a fine trio in the politico-economic history of Bengal for the last 
few years. Mr. Suhrawardy and Mr, Ispahani are in the fore-front — 
Mr. Siddiqi forming the tail-end as a gentleman who takes som^ interest 
in rice and jute so far as the fire insurance aspect is concerned. Sir, we 
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have heard that during the previous Ministry in wliich Mr. Suhrawardy 
was the Commerce Minister the scandal about jute transactions was so 
horrible and these two names were linked up in such an inextricable 
fashion — Mr. Ispahan! and Mr. Suhrawardy — that it bacume a byword in 
the politics of this province. Everybody in this House is perfectly aware 
of this. (Uproar.) This is not a new thing in the politics of Bengal. 
Whenever Mr. Suhrawardy has in his hand the gift of a thing Mr. Ispuhani 
is always handy to share in the spoils, and the jute transactions of those 
days are well known never to be effaced from the history of this province. 

Now, Sir, talking of legacy, it is well that they have ruled only for 
six months and not for 16 months, because if in six months they have 
succeeded in starving this province what will happen if they hiivo the 
chance of ruling for 16 months God alone knows. AVell, Sir, what will 
happen is this. They will reduce to dead and dry bones a fair j>rovince and 
a great people. 

Sir, at the time Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee resigned his oflice there 
was an impulse on the ])art of some other Minister to follow suit and t ;0 
resign. My friends opposiU^ are shouting why 1 did not resign. 1 am 
going to say now why 1 did not. 1 did not rt'sign l)e<-ause 1 did not like to 
accelerate the installation in otiice of a gang of peoj)le who have now got 
the whiphand in the province. I did not resign because my Party stood 
in the way of my resignation. And who in the Party, Sir, was the loudest 
then in protesting that 1 should not resigji ; it was Mr. Barodu PraHunna 
Pain who is now adorning the Trejisiiry benches. Writijig to me from 
Berhami)ore on the !i8th November, 1942, tliis is how Mr. Buroda Prasanna 
Pain delivered himself: “Bengal will never forgive yon if you resign now. 
Bengal will never, never forgive you if you came out and handed her over 
to the Suhrawardj^ gang.” That was in November, l!M2. Mr. Speaker, 
people may change their views when they join the ranks of gangsters tliera- 
selves. But this was in November la.st and the words were prophetic. 

That is the answer to the qucbtiou why 1 did not resign then. I did not 

resign because I did not want to facilitate the advent of those who are bring- 
ing Bengal to starvati(ni and ruin. (Applause from Oj)positc beiulies.) 

Mr« SYED BADRUDDOJA: Sir, I wjis not inclinefl to Hj»eak this 

evening, but for the frecjuent mention of Islam and the Mnslini eomniiinity 

by Mr. Abdnr Rahman Siddiqi. I would not have s)>okpn at all hut for the 
interruptions from that gentleman who in season and out of .sea,s<tn talks 
about decency and good manners. They have taken the name of Islam only 
to create in the minds o^ the public an impression thatj simply because 
Ispahanis happened to l)e Muilims therefore all them; charges have been 
levelled against them. Not one word has been uttered by *Mr. Siddi(ji h) 
contradict the charges which are so categorical, so emphatic and based upon 
such solid foundation. Have they the eourage to fact; an enquiry? Have 
they the courage to face an impartial coniini.ssion to enquire and investigate 
into the serious allegations that have been levelled against them? If they 
have gd the courage, let them face such an enquiry. Let not Islam be so 
easily exploited. We will not allow Islam and the Muslim wimmunity to 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: How long will he continue? 

Mt. SPEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, try to finish soon. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: I could go on in this way speaking* 
and exposing them to the ridicule of all sensible people. They had left 
Bengal on the verge of a crisis and that one man Mirza Ahmad Ispahani 
saved the situation. Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerjee, the Nawab Bahadur 
of Dacca and Mr. Fazlul Huq should get up and say that Ispahani was the 
benefactor, that Ispahani saved Bengal and the generations to come. I am 
stating facts. A day will come when they will have to acknowledge that 
the blame for the deaths of those who are dying is at the doors of those 
people who created the starvation, at the doors of people who went to Delhi, 
in December, 1942, and said “We are all right; leave us alone”, at the doors 
of peoplei who morning, noon and night talked of constitutionalism, talked 
of this, that and the other, talked of the sandwiching of Ministers (between 
the Governor and the permanent officials. But the thing that they should 
have talked about and done was neglected and left undone. (Uproar.) 
(Dr. Syamaprasai) Mookeimkk: What are you doing?) I say, Sir, that 
my heart will drop 50 drops of blond as against theirs of a lesser quantity 
at the misery of our people. (Uproar.) I challenge their sympathy for 
the people in the districts; they do not pos.sess any. Propaganda in news- 
pa{)erH and shouting in the Shraddhananda Park do not feed my Muslim 
brothers in the districts. (Uproar.) I would beg of them to keep quiet 
, and not talk of sympathy for the Muslim and Hindu brothers of Bengal. 

Mr« 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, I have listened with great atten- 
tion to the rambling defence which Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has put 
forward on behalf of Ispahani, Ltd., more for the sake of the edification of 
the members of his own party than for the people of this province. It 
requires considerable guts and grit for people on whose head lies the blood 
of, thousands of peojile of this province to speak in the strain in which 
Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi has done this evening. The lives of thousands 
of people have been sacrificed at the altar of the greed, dishonesty and 
avarice of those who are responsible for running the administration today 
in this province. And for their champion Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi to 
stand up and speak in the strain that he has done requires an amount of 
effrontery which he alone is capable of. 

Mr. Speaker, we have learnt ad nauseam that thej*^ are suffering from 
the legacy handed down to them by the previous Ministry. That is the 
burden of their song for the last six months. Thank God that at least 
Lspahanis are hot a legacy from the last Ministry. (Cries of “Hear, hear” 
from the Opposition benches.) It is a creation of this Ministry, a creation 
in all its luridness, in all its horror and in all its dishonesty and corruption. 

Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy, Mr. Ispahani and Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi have 
formed a fine trio in the politico-economic history of Bengal for the last 
few years. Mr. Suhrawardy and Mr, Ispahani are in the fore-front — 
Mr. Siddiqi forming the tail-end as a gentleman who takes som^ interest 
in rice and jute so far as the fire insurance aspect is concerned. Sir, we 



194a.] 


DEMAKD FOE GEAim. 


1S6 


reputation of the proYinciai Government and for the reputation of the firm 
of which we have heard such a lot, it is essential that there should be an 
open enquiry by a tribunal which will command the confidence of the people 
of this province. Sir, I shall not dwell on this point any further. 

I shall speak for just a few minutes on a far more serious aspect of the 
present problem that faces Bengal. We have talked today for a few hours 
mainly about Mr. Ispahani. Let us leave him alone and his firm for the 
time being. Now let me ask what is the position in Bengal today. Bice 
has disappeared from the market practically in all parts of Bengal. We 
have been receiving report's, reports of a most miserable character, from 
Hindus and Muslims belonging to all parties that families are starving and 
dying and rice is not available even at the highest price which people are 
prepared to pay for it. The question of questions today is: how was this 
price control promulgated without making a proper and adequate^ arrange- 
ment for supply y It is this specific charge which I bring against the Bengal 
Government and for this alone it has forfeited its right to exist as a 
responsible Ministry wliich is out to tak(‘ care of tbi' welfare of millions of 
Bengal’s poi)ulation. 

Now, Sir, what was the [msition in June lasth What was the statement 
which the Hoirble Minister made^ He required stock-taking of available 
rice in all parts of Bengal. One of the reasons given by the Minister was 
that this stock-taking had t(> be done in ordtT to ensure the (juantiiy of rice 
available in every part of the j)rovince, thina by tliana, subdivision by sub- 
division, district by district. We ask, Sir, where are tlie results of this 
stock-taking? Where ar<‘ the statistics? Does not the Gov(‘rnment know 
where the stocks of rice are lying hidden today? We are asked, why don’t 
you tell us who liave hidden these stocks? Which merchants and traders 
are hiding these stocks? My reply is that it is for tlu* Government to find 
out where the stx)cks hav(‘ gone to because* you claim jhat you have obtained 
statistics and you know where the rice is actually lying including* the 
residential houses of individuals under the very Ui.kUi}n>s}i(‘s on which 
people lie and take their rest at nigfit. Where has rice gone to? Now, * 
Sir, the re])ort whi<'h we are now receiving is that rice cannot be t racial even 
where it is availal)le because of collusion between certain sections of local 
officials and the merchants who may be hiding rice for tlicir own individual 
interests. It is a rotten state of affairs. It is the ultimate duty of the 
Government to find out where rice is available. Either there is rka* or 
there is not. If there is no rice, then there should not hav<* been any price 
control, anyway in such a thoughtless manner. If there is rice it is up to 
you to find it out. You can find a revolver lying hidden inside a t.ank and 
you cannot discover hundreds and thousands of tons of rice yo'* 

are in existence in the markets of Bengal but which on account of your 
corruption and incompetence you cannot trace. 

One practical suggestion which I would like to make is this. Today 
unless proper arrangements are made for sending foodgrains to the rural 
areas of Bengal, Bengal will starve to death. The reports which have come 
are indeed of a most terrible character. It may be that during the next 
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fortnight or three weeks offensives may start on the Burma front and it may 
lead to serious dislocation with regard to internal transport arrangements 
inside Bengal. What will happen to the province then? Unless you can 
make arrangements within the next one week or fortnight for sending out 
foodgrains to each subdivision and tJuma which nrust have a Government 
store for the purpose of supplying to the people who are dying for want of 
foodgrains, you cannot save the lives of millions of Bengal’s population. 
Yesterday’s statement of Mr. Suhrawardy was utterly unsatisfactory. I 
know Mr. Suhrawardy has his ability. But as regards yesterday’s statement, 
what a dismal confession of failure it was? W4iat was that statement? It 
was that he was doing something for Calcutta. When that something would 
be done, God alone knows. But with regard to the mufassal, his statement 
was “We are issuing instructions to District Officers, to Subdivisional officers 
and to police officers to find out rice from wherever possible”. Is that the 
message which he had to deliver to the people of Bengal today when they 
are actually dying for want of food? What we want Government to do is 
immediately to disclose the total stocks they have in possession. Hundreds 
and thousands of tons of foodgrains are coming from outside Bengal, but 
where are they going and where have they gone during the last fortnight ? 
It will not do to save C'alcutta and greater Calcutta alone because Bengal 
does not consist of Calcutta and (,’alcutta alone : the rest of Bengal has to 
be saved and that could be saved only by a fair and equitable distribution of 
whatever foodgrains that are available within the province to-day and of 
whatever foodgrains that may come from outside Bengal. I say this with 
a full sense of responsibility that if the Government were not corrujjt, were 
not dishonest, if the Government had succeeded in pooling the resources of 
the province and making a real appeal to the peo})le of the 

province, then the stock they have in possession and which still 

exists within the province and the the stock that must be made 

to come from outside Bengal will be sufficient to keep us going 
till December. Then the biggest problem is : what about the main 

aman crop? After December when the aman crop will be ready, if Govern- 
ment has not a satisfactory scheme of organisation completed before 
December — not of advancing moneys to Ispahanis, as moneys are being 
advanced to Ispahanis and other favourite firms, not by appointment of sole 
agents of a doubtful character but by formulating an organisation which 
will command the willing confidence of all sections of the people, then 
Bengal will be thrown into a real bottomless pit. Today the question of 
questions is that Government cannot face the present situation without the 
spontaneous cq-operation of all sections of the people. We make the offer 
of co-operation, but we say again that cofoperation must be responded to. 
The co-operafilon must be responded to in a proper spirit of good will. 

(At this $tage the member reached the time-limit, but was allowed to 
finish his speech.) 

Sir, we do not believe in the bona fides of the action and policy undertaken 
by Government. If my friends of the European party should jcnow this 
that while people are dying of starvation and sensational disclosures 
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are being made as regards the incompetence and corruption of the Govern- 
ment or of the Ministry as is composed today, they should not vote for the 
Ministry which has proved its utter failure during the last five months. 

Last, what is the Ministry doing even now.® The news pouring in from 
various parts of Bengal is not allowed to be published in newspapers. 
Today I received this postcard as I was coming to this meeting — it contains 
a most miserable tale from Chittagong, an appeal to Government, to 
humanity, to the people of the country to come to the rescue of the people of 
Chittagong where people are dying by hundreds anjd thousands. There 
were certain sentences which were erased by the C.I.D. (Cries of “Shame, 
shame” from the Opposition Benches.) It contained no message which was 
going to be of benefit to the enemy but it contained certain information 
which, the writer thought, might be of help to pt^rsons w'ho are trying to 
alleviate the sufferings of the people. (Cries of “Ila, ha” from the Coali- 
tion Benches.) Now, Sir, if this is the spirit in which the situation is 
going to be tackled, I w’ould say that solution is impossible, British 
historians in this country wrote about the so-called Black Hole tragedy — 
I say this Government has turned the whole of Bengal into a black hole 
today. People are dying in hundreds and thousands : there is no possibility 
of getting any remedy from any quarter. If you Ministers feel that you 
are incapable of running the show and of feeding the j)eople, you should go 
out. (Nawabzada K. Nasahullaii : So that you can come in?) We do 
not care to go there. The British rulers who still say that this country 
belongs to them as the Tunes and the Manchester Gmrdian have been shout- 
ing for the last few day.s in British newspapers — let these British rulers take 
full responsibility and then it will be up to them to provf> to the civilised 
world whether Bengal is going to be starved to death in 1943. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I believe 
the last speaker has given a clue to the whole propaganda that is being 
carried on in the province by the Opposition. (Cries of “shame”, “shame”, 
from the Opposition benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry it is my painful duty to remind you that 
we are to rise at half-past five in this mouth of Ramzan — (Cries of “We 

have no food; we want it”, “we won’t tolerate these remarks” from the 

Opposition benches.) It may be everybody is fasting; perhaps the whole 
province is fasting; but this formal fasting is a different thing, as all 
Muslims know. * 

f 

Now here it is already forty minutes past five, and I *hope you will 
allow the two Hon’ble Ministers to finish their speeches as quickly as 

possible. But if you go on interrupting in this way,^ the result will be 

that we will have to wait longer than we desire. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Let us assume that the charges have been 
satisfactorily answered and let us go home. We need not wait for 
any speech. 
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Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: All these people could not be 
dying for the sake of propaganda ; will that give them food ? 

Mauivi ABDUL WANED: On a point of an information, Sir, 
'«rtfsr 'sffvpmr i 4?’ oi, 

sift Ito; Pf Civil Supply Department ifl?[ ^nSt 

•TOTQ CTOFT, ^ Civil Supply Departmenttil? anff ? 

(Voice; ^T) , I ) 

Mr. SPEAKER:^ 

The Hofi’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, tlie very fact that the 
deaths of the people of the province can be used as propa^^-anda. This 
propa/^anda has been so maliciously made. (Loud cries from the Opposi- 
tion benches.) I will ask the honourable members lo listen to the rest 
of my speech, and if there is anything wronji;’, they can then challen^»*e it. 
I say it is all sheer propaganda. (Loud cries again from the Opposition 
benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: 1 would ask the honourable Leader of the (Jpposition 
to kindly see that there is no interruption from his side. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, the (1iief Min ster begins by 
saying that all this is due to propaganda. Let him answer if tliere is food 
in the province. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have charged (lovernment in various ways, and 
it would be only fair to allow the Hon’ble Minister to make his statement 
in meeting those charges. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN; Sir, the poor firm of the 
Ispahunis is being grounded down merely because they are the means of 
an attack on the Government itself. The whole object is to utilise the 
situation for the purpose of attacking the Government. The Ispahanis are 
a handy target for attacks on the Government of Bengal. 

Now, Sir, I take full responsibility also for the appointment of 
Messrs. M. M. Ispahani, Ltd., as the sole agents. The appointment was 
made in consultation with the liegional Commissioner and His Excellency 
the Governor of Bengal. Now, Sir, I say this — and let the honourable 
members deny— that propaganda has been so successful that even the 
highest in the land has been implicated in if. Can the honourable members 
deny this? (^^rie8 of “VTio is the highest in the land?”, “Who is he?”, 
from the Opposition benches). You know well who he is; (Cries of 
“Have the courage to say who is he”, from the Opposition benches.) The 
Governor of Bengal. And the absurdity of the whole thing can be seen 
from the fact that it havS been said that the illness of the Governor of 
Bengal is not true and genuine. Can people deny this? Can the opposi- 
tion deny that the whole affair is a pi^ce of propaganda? 
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Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: On a point of order, Sir. Is Sir 
Nazimuddin quite relevant when he insinuates that many people say many 
things about the highest in the land? Is it relevant to the particular 
subject-matter under discussion? Let him have the courage to name him. 

Mr, SPEAKER: He has already made mention of the name. You 
have said that he has not got the courage to name, but ho has had the 
courage to name him. 

Mr. 8YED BADRUDDOJA: That illnes.s is irrelevant. That has no 
bearing upon the particular subject-matter under discussion 

Mr. SPEAKER: You ought to know the rules and procedure. He is 
now making his statement and you ought to know thyt you can give reply 

to him on other occasions when the sann* thing will be discussed. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Ma> I rise on a point of order. 
Sir? The Hon’ble (’hief Minister stated that there have been insinuations 
against tlie highest in tlu* land, then he said that His Excellency the 
(jovtnnoi is someliow implicated in connection with the contract being given 
to lsi)ahanis and he also said that it is also rumoured that Sir John 

Herbert's illness is a faked illness, lint up till now such rejmrts have not 

appeared in newspapers. Will this statement of the Hon’ble Chief Miilister 
be allowed to be published in the newspapers tomorrow? I ask for your 
ruling. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Why not? It .should be permitted. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir Nazimuddin said “The highest 
in the land has been implicated”. Is he referring to Sir Thomas Rutherford? 

Mr. 8PEAKER. No, he has indicated. 

The Hofl’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: The honourable members 
know very well what I mean. After this the correct thing for them is to 
apologi.se to me for attacking me for using the word “propaganda”. 
(Dr. Symaprasad Mookerjee: Give food and stop propaganda.) 

Sir, at the time w'heu this decision had to be made, we realised that it 
was a grave responsibility. We realised that the words which are now 
being said and the allegations that are now being made wouhl be levelled 
against us. It was obvious that our enemies would make political capital 
of a clean decision. There were some who said that it would not be 
prudent to make the appointment; but, on the other hand, Ve were advised 
by responsible persons that the primary consideration be^re us at that 
time was to get rice into Bengal. Members of this House should remember 
that at that time there was only three days’ stock of rice left in Calcutta. 
That was also the time when the barrier was lifted and a quick decision 
had to be made at that time. I will also remind the House that if the 
speeches of Dr. Sanyal are looked up in the Assembly proceedings it will 
be found that he took exception to agents not being appointed and he said 
that there should be a sole agent. (Dr. Nalxkaksha Saktali Not sole 



190 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[23ed Sept., 


agent but agency system.) Up to that tjme we bad no agent. If we 
wanted to get rice cheaply, it was better not to reveal that we had some- 
body here as agent. We decided not to reveal the fact that we had an 
agent. The ^Governments of Assam and Bihar and the Government of 
India — they have all their sole agents and I claim that the commission 
that is being paid by us 1 q Messrs. Tspabanis will compare favourably with 
the commission that is being paid by the Government of India and others. 
Immediately afic'r appointing Ispalianis I travelled with the Regional Com- 
missioner to Assam and I remember on more than one occasion he said — 
he kiiew about the rice position in Bengal better than anybody else — that 
the only eonsideration that we must have was to get rice at any price in 
Bengal. The price factoi would come in later on but at the time we had 
to get rice. (Dr. N^linaksha S.\nyal: He was another bungler.) He 
may be a bungler but he is a Judge of the High Court and an impartial man. 

Then I come to anotlier point but 1 shall not go into details. I will ask 
the honourable members to consider honestly and conscientiously what I 
am sayjng and then to judge wbetlier Messrs. Ispahanis could possibly 
have done the nreun tilings that have been alleged by the opposition. It 
is a simple fact which will be easily grasped by ever^lHidy and as Lspahani’s 
appointment has been discussed all over India, I hope everyone will judge 
it from what I shall now say 1 believe it has been admitted by Dr. Sanyal 
himself iha< Messrs. Ispahanis at the time of free trade bought rice at an 
average price of Rs. 14-8. (Dr. N.vlinaksiia Sanyal: I did not say they 
bought. The ruling price was that.) Tliey have charged that ruling price 
Rs. 14-8 for 2J lakh inaunds, which they sold to Government. (Dr. Nali- 
NAK8HA Sanyal: At some places even lower.) Now at that time the 
ruling price in Bengal was Rs. 30 and over per maund. Without incurring 
opprobrium, without incurring any risk, without being criticized by some 
as being greedy, they could have been the benefactors and they could have 
come to the Governmenl of Bengal and said “Here we have 2^ lakh maunds 
of rice for sale”. The Government of Bengal would have gone down on 
their bended knees and would have paid them Rs. 30 or any price, without 
question. Any man who would have come to the Government of Bengal 
at that time and said “I have got 2J lakh maunds of rice to sell at Rs. 30“ 
— the Government of Bengal would have closed the bargain without ques- 
tion. (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal: It was a fatka bargain. There was no 
stock in the fatka.) Sir, Ispahanis could have made about Rs. 37 lakhs 
by that oue trapsaction. Now before you can establish any charge of 
coiruptiou, before you can establish any charge of impropriety against 
them, you have got to show that by being the sole agents of Bengal, 
Ispahanis have made more than Rs. 37 lakhs. (Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu: 
Set up a tribunal.) Now, even according to the estimate of Dr. Sanyal, 
they purchased rice worth Rs. 5 crores and at 1 per cent, commission, the 
commission comes up to Rs. 5 lakhs. Assuming for the purpose that by 
other means thej^ get another 5, 10 or 15 lakhs, still the sum tota^ is less 
than Rs. 37 lakhs of rupees. Why should any firm come forward and give 
up 37 lakhs in order to make by illicit means Rs. 5, 10 or 15 lakhs. I ask 
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this. This is common sense. Is it sense that a firm sliouhl j^ive up 37 
lakhs and make Rs. 5, 10 or 15 lakhs hy illicit means when it could, by 
legitimate and honounihle means, make 37 lakhs? The firm has done 
favour to the Government of Bengal. The allegation on the face of it is 
absurd. Even a child can see through the game the Op])osition is trying 
to play. 

Now, let us examine the method and process adopted in attacks that 
have been made against Ispahunis. Uptil now, not one instunee l»as been 
given, not the name of one firm has been quoted, not the name of one 
person or one place or one transaction has been given as an instance where 
Ispahaiiis have purchased rice at a low price and have charged Government 
a higher price as alleged. (Dr. N.\linaksua S.axyal; Bihar.) Sir, wild 
and shifting allegations liave been made galore hut definite particulars have 
not been given even in a single instance. Time and again offers have been 
made hy GovernnuMit that ‘‘here are the )>ooks of Is])ahanis Limited, come 
along, have a look at them”, but those offers have not been uceepted, specific 
instances have not been given. They will not do it they cuinH)t do it the 
Opposition know the reason \\h\ they eannot ai’cept the eliallenge hut go on 
repeating these allegations. 

Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy will be able to give you more particulars. 
I can say this much that Messrs. Ispahanis Limited, as far as my report 
goes, have purchased on an average at a lower rate than any other firm 
which has sold foodgrains to the Government of Bmigal. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sany.al: All bunkum.) Let anybody who has business with Govern- 
ment come to me and give me the figures at which he has sold to the 
Government of Bengal, and I will examine and compare the figures with 
the figures at which Messrs. Ispahanis Limited have purchased. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: 1 take up the challenge. I will 
satisfy you that Ispahanis have purchased at a rate* two rupees higher than 
the market price. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Well, the offer is accepted. 
Let us sit together and see who is right Dr. Sanyal or 1. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Tomorrow we shall sit. Where and 
at what time please? 

Tht Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: In my room in the Assembly. 

Then, Sir, as I have said before, in this matter we had Ihe advice of 
the Regional Commissioner. So far as Ispahanis are concer,ned, I have 
made everything sufficiently clear. 

Sir, I will now deal with Dr. Mookerjee’.s points. About price control 
it is said that things are not being done as they ought to be done. Sir, it 
is unfortunate that instead of trying to help us, instead of co-operating 
with us, instead of seeing that the price control is maintained and instead of 
trjing to see that the merchants sell at the controlled rate, the attitude 
taken up by the Opposition is such that encourages the dealers to hold up 

13 
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their stocks, (A voice : we must first control the supply, then control the 
price.) Now, it is said that w'e must ensure the supply first and then 
control the price. May I say this — that in this House when the price of 
rice was rising to Rs. 40, Rs. 50 per maund, members said “why don’t you 
control the price?” They demanded price control. How can there be 
any control of price, if there be no supply ? If it is possible to get supplies, 
what is the necessity for controlling the price? If you can ensure supplies, 
then there is no necessity for controlling the price. The natural law of 
supply and demand will work. The difficulty exists beciiuse we cannot 
get the necessary supplies — and we cannot get the sullies because there is 
deficit. The Opposition cries “why don’t you make arrangements for 
supply?” Sir, it is admitted on the other hand that these gentlemen from 
the Opposition have been shouting for the last two, three, four, five months 
that there is absolute deficit and we must have foodgrains from outside. 
How could supply be made knowing that there is deficit and also knowing 
that there are no foodgrains sufficient to meet the requirements? We are 
faced with this proposition. As a matter of fact in the Cabinet meeting, 
and in our Rarty meeting, I pointed out that we are running a grave risk 
by trying to control the price, that there is every likelihood of rice 
disappearing from the market, but by the grace of God we have not had 
the situation which we might have had. 

Sir, Dr. Mookerjee read out telegrams from only 8 or 9 places. 
(Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee: I can read the rest if you like.) In 
most of the districts rice is being sold at controlled price though not in 
any quantity, but in five seers, two seers, one seer lots. (Dr. Syama- 
RRASAD Mookeu.jee: Absolutely false.) You can go to Howrah, you can 
go to Bogra. (Uproar.) 


Dr, NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: Sir, the question be now put. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDiN: I am naming the districts 
where you can gel rice. (Renewed uproar.) 

Mr. A. M. A. ZAMAN : ’TTfa, ^ I ET -»Uva 

^ C^rt^ j (noise and disturbances) 

Mr, SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Zaman, will you kindly t%tume 
your seat? 

Mr. SAVED AHMED KHAN: On a point of order, 

^ firemn ^ ’nra fir: ’iR'suri^ nyri jrlt 

cnraMY '3 CTWPpttn r 

^ ^ ?S(C5i ^ ’iTrt 's' ’mrairtVt^ jwtsi ^ •CT 

I «ftrB 5 1 <a orwa (?rtR rtn 

Itgc?, SWSJ <a CfC*t? (noiM and disturbwicw). 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUODIN: I will now conclude, Sir, 
by saying that Government is doing its level best to meet tlie situation 
and every step that is humanly possible is being taken. (Uproar.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is already past six and I do not think there will 
be any time today for the Hon'ble Mr. Suhrawardy to speak. When the 
food debate will come up, he will have an opportunity to speak. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: Sir, I would have liked to 
reply to the rather constructive comments that were made by Mr. Kennedy, 
my friend Mr. Narendra Nath Das Gupta and the Maharaja of Coasim- 
bazar. I have been following the speeches of all the members very care- 
fully and I would have liked to speak on those points. Hut as there iS 
going to be another food debate and these gentlemen will have another 
innings then I shall have a chance to reply. 

Mr. R. HAYWOOD: Sir, I beg leave to withdraw ray motion. 

The motion of Mr. R. Haywood that the demand of Rs. 5,44,34,000 for 
expenditure under the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India“ be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

Mr. I. C. KENNEDY: Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw the 
motion standing in my name. 

The motion of Mr. I. G. Kennedy that the demand of Rs. 5,44,34,000 
under the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be reduced by 
R.s. 100 was then by leave of the House wdthdraw'n. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the demand of 

Rs. 5,44,34,000 under the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 w'as then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Pramatha Nath Bancrji that the demand of 

Rs. 5,44,34,000 under the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerji that the demand of 

Rs. 5,44,34,000 under the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Pramatha Nath Banerji that the demand (jf 

Rs. 5,44,34,000 under the head “63 — Extraordinary Charges in India” he 
reduced by Rs', 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Sreejut Narendra Nath Das Gupta that 4he demand of 
Rs. 5,44,34,000 under the head# “63— Extraordinary Charges in India” be 
fieduced by R«. 100 was then put and lost, • 

The motion moved by Mr. J. C. Gupta that the demand c/f 
Rs. 5,44,34,000 under the head “63— Extraordinary^ Cliarges in India” be 
deduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The yain motion of the Hon'ble Khwaja Sir Naeimuddin that a sum 
of Rs. 5,44,34,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “63 — Extra- 
ordinary Charges in India” was then put and agreed to. 
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The motion of Maharaja Srish Chandra Nandy, of Cossimbazar that 
the demand of Es. 50,00,000 for expenditure under the head “85A — 
Capital outlay on provincial schemes connected with the war, 1939” be 
reduced by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that tho demand of 
Es. 50,00,000 for expenditure under the head ‘‘85A — Capital Outlay on 
provincial schemes connected with the war, 1939” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and a division called, with the following result: — 


AYEft-7t. 


AbOui Haflz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Htmld Stiah, Maidvl. 

Abdul KacMr, Mr. (alias Ual Maah). 
Abduf Majid, Matdvl (Mymantingb). 
Abdul Waliad, Maulvi. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Abu Hotealn Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Ahmed AM Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Byed. 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Azhar All, Maulvi. 

Badruddoja, Mr. 8y«d. 

•anerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banerji, Mr. P. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barman, Mr. Upendra Nath. 

Baiu, Mr. BantM Kumar, 

Bhawmik, Dr. QoMnda Chandra. 

Blawu, Mr. Burtndra Nath. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 

Daa, Babu Radhanath. 

Oai Gupta, Or. J. M. 

Datta, Mr. Ohirendra Nath. 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. 

Faziul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Qiaeuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogeth Chandra. 

Qyaeuddln Ahmed Choudhury, AlhadJ. 
Nabibullah, Nawab Bahadur K., of Daeea. 
Haahem All Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Idrii Ahmed Mia, Maulvi. 
dalaluddin Huhemy, Mr. Byed. 
dalan, Mr. I. D. 
donab All MaJumdar, Maulvi. 

Kazem All Mirza, Bahibzada Kawan dah 
Byed. 

Khaltan, Mr. Oobi Protad. 

Khan, Mr. Debendra talk 
Kundu, Mr. NiaMtha Nath. 

Uhlrl, Babu Atkutoeh. 


Mahtab, Maharajadhiraja Bahadur, Uday 
Chand, of Burdaran. 

Mail, Mr. Adwalta Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mra. Hemaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. BIrat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
Maniruzzaman Islamabadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hoealn, Mr. 

Mookerjee, Dr. Byamaprasad. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
8^ed. 

Muhammad Bolalman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Mukerji, Mr. Dhlrendra Narayan. 
Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Dr. Bharat Chandra. 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh. 

Mustafa All Dewan, Maulvi. 

Nandy, Maharaja Brisohandra, of Cessim- 
bazar. 

Naskar, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr, Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Banauliah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Ben, Mr. Dhlrendra Nath. 

Sen, Jogesh Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Shahedali, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 
Shamsul Huda, Maulana. 

BInha, BrIJut Manindra Bhusan. 

Bur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhuty, Maulvi HaJI. 
Wallur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Xaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOEa-11S.« 

AbdUr Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Blddlqi, Mr. 

Abdur Raaohid Mahmood, Mr. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Hahz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi (Mymenaingh). 
Abdul Hakim Vlkrampuri, Maulvi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul dabbar, Maulvi. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdid Utif Blawu, Maulvi. 

AMid Majid, Mr. Byed (Noakhall). 
Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdulla^l Mahmood, Mr. 


Abdur Raatieed, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi B. 
(Howrah). 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah 
(Rangpur). 

Abdui Bhahood, Maidvl Md. 

Abid Pul, Mr. Md. 

AbM Haahim, MauhrJ. 
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AtHft Notain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abm Maaud, Kaxi. 

Abirf Quaaam, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Ali Mridha, Maidvl. 

Aminullah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Amir Ali Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Barma, Tha Hon’bla Mr. Pramharl. 
Barman, Babu Shyama Proud. 

Birkmyre, Sir Hanryt Bart. 

Bitwaa, Babu Lakihmi Narayan. 
Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan. 
Chippendala, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dat, Rai Sahib Anukul Chandra. 

Oai, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhuun. 

Dai, Mr. Monmohan. 

Oats, Babu Dabendra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Bagum. 

Faziul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Daooa>. 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymanslngh). 
Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Golam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvi. 
Golam Sarwar Houini, Mr. Shah Syad. 
Gomel, Mr. R. A. 

Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Gurung, Mr. Dambar Singh. 

Hamiduddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib. 
Hatanuzzaman, Maulvi Md. 

Hatina Murihed, Mrs., M.B.E. 
Hatomally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers, 

Hodge, Mr. H. R. 
lapahanl, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
Jalahiddin Ahmad, The Hon*ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi. 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib Maulvi 
Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Kennedy, Mr. I. B. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Leisk, Mr. John. 

MoQregor, Mr. Q. G. 

MoPherun, Mr. Q. P. 

Maftzuddin Ahmed, Maulvi (Tippera). 
Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandai, Mr. Banku Behari. 


The Ayes bein^f 78 and the Noes 1 


Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandira. 

Manual, The Non'ble Mr. Josdmlra Nath. 
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

MUM, Mr. C. W. 

Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohtin All, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr, G., C.I.E. 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi M. 
Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhammad lihaque, Maulvi. 

Muhammad israil, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddique, Khan Bahadur Dr. 
Syed. 

Mukerlu, The Hon*ble Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Mulliok, Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Mulllok, Tho Hon’ble Mr. Pulin Behary. 
Muaharrufl Houain, The Hon'ble Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Mustagawsal Haque, Mr. Syed. 
Naiarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, The Hbn'ble Khwa)a Sir, 
K.C.I.E. 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Pain, The Hon'ble Mr. Barada Prosanna. 
Powell, Mr. «l. A. 

Ralkut, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Ralibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Roy, Mr. Dhanan)oy. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Safiruddin Ahmed, Ha|i. 

Sahebe-Alam, Mr. Syed. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhuaudan. 

Serajul liiam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja, 
C.B.E. 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 
Smyth-Osboume, Mr. D. Q. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Steven, Mr. J. W, R. 

Suhrawardy, The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 
Tamizuddin Khan, The Hon'ble Mr. 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranlan. 

Walker, Mr. 4. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 
Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi. 
Zlllur Rahman Shah Chowdhury, Maulvi. 


10, the motion was lost. 


The main demand of the Hon’ble Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy I hat a 
sum of Rs. 50,00,000 be granted for expenditure under tly head ‘*85A-— 
Capital outlay on provincial schemes connected with the war, 1939” was 
then put and agreed to. 


AdJouriuiMnt 

The House was then adjourned at 0-18 p.m. till 2-15 p.m. on Friday, 
the 24th September, 1943, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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[24th Sept. 


Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935* 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Friday, the 
24th September, 1943, at 2-15 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Naushee Ali) in the Chair,. 12 
Hon’ble Ministers and 189 members. 

• 

STARRED QUESTION 

(to which oral answer was given) 

, Grant-in-aid to ths P. K. Coilsgs, Contai. 

•65. Mr. I8WAR CHANDRA MAL: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Education Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that the grant-in-aid of the P. K. College, Contai, district Midnapore, has 
been discontinued? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the reasons thereof P 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether it is a fact that 
the district authority recommended to the Government the imposition of 
certain conditions on the Managing Committee of the said college? 

(<f) If the answer to (c) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the conditions imposed on the Managing Committee P 

(e) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether the college 
authority have made any representation to the Government for the continu- 
ance of the grant-in-aid ? 

(/) If the answer to (e) is in the affinnative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state the steps taken by the Government in the matter? 

(g) If the answer to (/) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister con- 
sidering the desirability of continuing the grant-in-aid ? 

MINISTER in charge of the EDUCATION DEPARTMENT (the Hon’bie 
Mr. Tamizuddin Khan): ia) Yes, the grant has been temporarily withheld. 

(6) The District Magistrate reported that the college had taken a pro- 
minent part in ,^he Civil Disobedience Movement. 

(c) No such recommendation has been received by Government. 

(d) Does not arise. 

(c) and (/) Yes, the representation has been forwarded to the District 
Magistrate for his observations. 

{g) Does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether anyone connected with the institution — student or staff — ^was 
liTosecuted on any specific charges? 
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The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what does he mean by “college” — whether he means studenls, 
staff or the Managing Committee of the college? 

Thd Hon’ble TAMIZUDDIN KHAN* College connotes students as 

well as the staff. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8ENs Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state what is the nature of the action alleged to have been committed by the 
college in connection^ with the movement? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: They took part in the Civil 
Disobedience Movement. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that the threat of stoppage 
of the grant-in-aid of this college was held out by the District Magistrate 
long before the Civil Disobedience Movement started? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: 1 have no su(h information 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to vtate if it is a fact or whether the Hon’ble Minister in cliarge is aware that 
long before the movement of August. H>42, the District Magistrate of 
Midnapore wanted two members of the staff to be retained on the staff of the 
college as against the desire of ihs Managing Committee to which the 
Managing (h)ininittee luiving disagreed, the District Magistrate threatened 
withholding of the grant of the college? 

Tho Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I am not aware of it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware that in 
course of an arbitration jiroreeding before the University Arbitration Com- 
mittee at the instance of two of the members of the staff who were dismissed 
by the Managing Committee the fact was revealed that the District 
Magistrate wanted those two members to be retained and the Managing 
Committee was threatened that in case they were not retained, the grant of 
thy college will be withheld? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know what took place 
in the University. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state when the representation was received by the Oovemmeni 
and when it has been forwarded to the District Magistrate? • 

The HonHiie Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: T want notice Jor the dates. 

Mr. MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to 
state when the grant was withheld? 

ThO Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: The grant was withheld some 
time aft^ the movement of August, 1942. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: nat is not a fact. You do not know. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: In 1942. That is a fact. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, but before the moTement. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It may or it may not be. He is not in a position to eay. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8HANYAL: He has no files. He wiU talk 
ofi-band and talk nonsense. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: Bid Government on receipt of the 
Maf^istrate’s report satisfy themselves as to the allegations made against the 
institution? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I think my predecessor 
satisfied himself before he passed orders. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DA8 GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to let us know which members of the staff took part in the 
movement. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I want notice. 

8ri]ut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to let us know if any intimation or threat was made to the College 
Council by the Government saying “Your staff and students are taking ]uirt 
in the Civil Disobedience Movement”? 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I do not know if anything was 
done by the District Magistrate but so far as Government is conceriM'd, 
nothing like that was communicated to the College Council. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: In view of the revelation now' made, will 
the Hon’ble Minister consider the desirability of making fresh enquiries as 
to whether the ban — I call it a ban — has been rightly imposed? 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: I have already answered that 
the representation that was received has been sent to the Di«itrict Magistrate 
for enquiry and report. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 
(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Transfer of security prisoner Mr. Nani Swami Purkayastha. 

31. Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister 
in charge of tho Home Department aware that — 

(i) Mr. ^fani Swami Purkayastha, a resident of village Latu, police^ 
stetion Earimgunge, district Sylhet, in the Province of Assam, 
was arrested in Calcutta and has been detained as a security 
prisoner in the Alipore Central Jail since 2nd October, 1&42; 
and 

(ti) he has submitted several petitions praying for his transfer to his 
own district jail in Assam? 
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(h) If the answer to (a)(n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon*ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action, if any, he has taken or proposes to take in 
the matter.^ 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon*ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (i) Yes. 

(w) He submitted one petition, 

(h) His prayer has been rejected. 

Mr. HARiPADA CHATTOPADHYAY: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state tho reason for rejecting his petition? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tt is not in Ihc public inierest to 
disclose the reasons for rejection of the petition. 

Mr. HARIPADA CHATTOPADYAY: Is the Hon’ble Minister aware 
that his relations are in Assam and they find great difficulty in interviewing 
the security prisoner? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: His relations are in Assam — that 
is true. 


Question relating to Mr. Sarat Chandra Boee. 

Mr. 8ASANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Whip of 
our party gave notice of a (luestion regarding Mr. Sarat Clmndru Bose al)r)ut 
liis release, repatriation, health and other amenities. In view of the out- 
standing importance of the mattor may I enquire of the Home Minister 
through you as to how the question stands and whether it will be possible 
for him to answer the question in course of this session? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: If the Home Minister can give any information, that 
is another matter. So far as the Assembly Department office is concerned, 
if you want any information you will see me in iny (ffiamber. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: 1 have nothing to say about the 
department. I am enquiring of the Home Minister through you. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: I hsive not come across this, 
question yet. There are a few questions pending but as far as Ibis particular 
question is concerned, I am afraid this is a matter which is not within the 
])riniarj' responsibility of the Provincial Government, 

Mr, 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: With regard loathe framing of 
this question the questioner was perfectly alive to the limitations of the 
Government and certain information has been asked for ift* to what this 
Government has done in the matter of Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose relating to 
lii^ repatriation to the province, relating to his release, relating to bis health 
and relating to the amenities for his family. Certainly they can ask all these 
matters. These are within the provincial fold and we would be very mu(*b 
obliged «f Government were in a position to answer those portions of the 
question which are within their direct responsibility and jurisdiction. 
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Tb* HonWe Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: I will make an enquiry and, 
if possible, before the session ends, I will try to answer the question. 

Dra NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I invited your attention to a short 
notice question handed over to the Secretary on Monday last and you were 
pleased to assure me that every possible expedition would be done in your 
office. You said that the Secretary was quite alive to it and, Sir, following 
that assurance I got yesterday a letter, dated the 23rd September, 1943, 
which shows that it was on the 23rd only that the short notice question was 
forwarded to the department concerned. This question related to the 
appointment of Food and Civil Supplies Commissioner, Bengal, Mr. Stevens, 
and. Sir, in spite of great expedition and efficiency of your office, it took 
them three days to send a simple question which had no complication to the 
department concerned. If short notice questions are treated in this way 
in your office, I do not know how to accuse Government for having failed 
to give a reply within a reasonable time, because the Extraordinary Charges 
Demand was taken up yesterday. 

Mri 8PEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, I hope you will realise the difficulty 
through which the Assembly Department is passing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: No, Sir. I do not realise. I realise 
that they are an inefficient lot and that an enquiry should be made. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What I am telling you is this : I hope you will realise 
that what used to be done in more than one month’s time is going to be done 
in the course of a few days. We are compelled to do it under the existing 
•circumstances. You will realise that at least. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That disadvantage is ours and not of 
the office. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Don’t you realise how many questions we have got to 
go into in the course of this short time and how many cut motions? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; That is your difficulty It is not the 
•difficulty of office. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Certainly office has got certain difficulties. However, 
I will look into the matter. This is all that I can say. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; If a simple short notice question takes 
from 20th to 23rd to pass out of your office, then we are helpless. If in & 
fhort session of 7 days three days are exhausted in the Secretary’s office where 
is the chance of our getting replies? 

Mr. 8PEAKERS It was submitted on the 20th? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Perhaps it may have been delayed on my taWe. I d# 
not know. So I have got to look into the matter. 
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Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: May I be permitted to enquire throu^b 
you as to what has been the fate of a short notice question which I gave 
notice of. The question relates to a very important matter. It refers to the 
fact that family allowance has been withheld from some security prisoners 
for h or 6 months in some districts. I have an intimation from your office 
that the question has been sent to the department concerned. It is about 5 
or six days back. I do not know whether Government intend to give rejdy 
to that question. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is not for me to say. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The reply to that short notice 
question has already been sent to the Assembly Department. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Another question w^as handed over on 
the 14th and I got a note from your department that it was sent to the 
department concerned on the 2l8t. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. It took seven days! Was it a short notice question I* 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It w^as an ordinary question and not 
a short notice question. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, 1 draw your aUentioii to Ihe 
non-reply of questions. We find that questions put during a session are not 
invariably replied, (Dr. Nalinaksiia Sanyal: Th(\> are not sent to 
Government) not to speak of questions which were put during the lust 
session and the session before last, 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The whole matter is under examination. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: We tried our best, but no improvement 
could be efiected. Today we have got only two questions. There are 17 
Parliamentary Secretaries who cannot even handle the files and come pre- 
pared to answer the questions properly. There must be something wrong 
either in your office or in the Government departments concerned. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So far as my office is concerned, I may give you this 
assurance that I will enquire into this matter and if any matter is found 
pending in my office, T will announce it tomorrow. 

DEMAND FOR CRANT8. 

27— Adminittntioo of Justice. 

The Hoti*ble Naurab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur! 8ii, 
on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that 
a sum of Rs. 75,12,000 be granted for expenditure under the head ‘*27— 
Adnuniitratioii of Justice*’. 
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Mr. 8HAHED ALI : Sir, I beg to move that the demand of Rs, 75,12,000 
for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. I move this in order to raise a discussion about the transfer of 
the subordinate court of the 3rd Sub-Judge from the district headquarters 
to Chandpur. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, in this connection I must say that I had also two 
other cut motions, one under “Land Revenue” and another under “General 
Administration” with regard to the transfer of headquarters from Comilla 
to Brahmanbaria. Unless those two cut motions are read along with this one, 
the full implication will not be understood. Recently', Sir, for military 
purposes a portion of the town of Comilla including the Civil and the 
Criminal Courts had been requisitioned by the military and as a result the 
courts were transferred to some other place, and we understand the Civil 
Court, the Judge’s Court, the subordinate courts, the Addi- 
tional District Magistrate’s court and other courts have been 

transferred to Brahmanbaria. Some of the civil courts and criminal 
courts were transferred to Barkamia and others to Laksam. I want 
to know from the Minister for whose benefit this transfer has been 
made. Military do not want the transfer of the courts from one 
place to another. So far a.s the village peo]>le are concerned, they do not 
like it. Only three bodies are interested in this affair, firstly, Government, 
second, the litigants and thirdly the lawyers. From the Government point 
of view this transfer to Brahmanbaria would involve them into a huge 
expenditure on their part. At present there is no arrangement for light, 
there is no arrangement for water, and I understand Government liave pro- 
posed to erect some huts at Medda for tlie lawyers about two or three miles 
from the civil court. It will not be possible for the lawyers to come from 
such u distaiK’C, and it will b(‘ very difticult for them to attend the court 
punctually. 

Secondly, Sir, from the lawyers’ point of view there was a telegram from 
the President of the Comilla Bar Association to the Chief vSe(*retary to the 
Government of Bengal to this effect that they want that the Civil Court should 
remain somewhere in Comilla, if possible in the neighbourhood of Comilla 
and not anywhere else. Thirdly, from the litigants’ point of view they do 
nof. want that it should he transferred to Brahmanbaria. It may be very 
difficult for the sadar j)eople and some other people to go to the other 
extremity of the district and conduct eases there. 

Next, Sir, there is a court at Chandpur which is known as “old Civil 
Court” and thst court has sufficient accommodation to make room for the 
Judge’s Court and the subordinate courts find other courts at Chandpur. 
Moreover, you know, Sir, that the Chandpur municipality is a bigger 
municipality than the Comilla municipality. So much so that the income of 
the Chandpur municipality is double the income of the Comilla municipality. 
I do not know why the district headquarters have been transferred to 
Brahmanbaria. A few influential people might have done this, but I must 
say that the interests of the people, the interests of the litigants" and the 
interests of the lawyers should be foremost in the minds of the Government 
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in transferring tlie headquarters. Some of the Criminal and Civil Courts 
have been transferred to Barkamta and some to Laksam. My request to 
Government is this. There is no dearth of place in the district. It may 
be at Barkamta or it may be at Laksam. It does not matter where. All the 
Civil Courts including the Judge’s court and the subordinate courts and the 
courts of the Additional District Magistrate may be transferred to Laksam. 
The expenditure of the Govrnment will be less and there will not be want 
of drinking water and there is also light connection. So Laksam will be a 
good place for the Government. If for any reasons they are unwilling to 
Transfer the courts io Laksam then they may transfer them to Barkamta 
wh»ch IS also a very good place. There is ample accommodation for all the 
courts there. If Government want to minimise expenditure more they can 
have all these courts transferred to Chandpur and preferably to Ghorashal 
where there is ample space for accommodation of all the courts. I want to 
ask what is the good of subdividing all the courts and what is the good of 
transferring the courts to three distinct and different i)laccs. That is harmful 
to the pleaders, that is injurious to the litigants and that is also not very 
beneficial to Government. Even the local representatives in the Legislature 
in their capacities as M.L.A.’s or M.L.C.’s were not called hy the District 
Magistrate or the District Judge to have their opinion in this matter. Some 
of the M.L.A.’s and M.L.C.’s might have been called in their private capa- 
city and they might have given advice to the District Magistrate or to the 
District Judge for their own self-interest. They had not the interest of the 
litigants or of the public in their minds. 1 request the Government to look 
into the whole case anew and see whether all the courts can he tniiiHferred 
to one place to Laksam, Barkamta, Kasha or any other place. It is for the 
■ good of the people and it is for the good of the litigants tiiai 1 am making 
this appeal U) Government. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir . 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: On a point of order, Sir. I beg to submit that this 
cut motion standing in the name of my honourable and learned friend is out 
of order in so far as it seeks to discuss the conduct of the Hon’ble Chief .Tustice 
of the Calcutta High Court. My honourable friend with his usual skill has 
attempted to circumvent the provisions of section 86 of the Government of 
India Act. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Thank you, you realise that. 

Mr. A. F. 8TARK: Section 86 of the Government of India Act says that 
there shall be no discussion of tht conduct of a judge of the High Court in the 
discharge of his duties. Now, Sir, I submit that the point ^s whether the 
Chief Justice was or was not acting as a judge, and in this case I do not see 
there can be any doubt on that point. He was making a judgment in the 
High Court when he made the observations referred to in the cut motion. 
I would submit further that it is no business of this House whether a judge 
is rightly or wrongly discharging his duties or whether he has even exceeded 
his duties. We cannot go into those questions, if he was acting as a judge. 
I would submit, Sir, that it would create a very undesirable and very wrong 
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precedent if we in this House were to adopt the practice of discussing the 
actions of judges acting as j’udges whether they were doing their duties 
or wrongly or even in excess of their duties. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Stark, does your argument apply to both parts of 
the motion? 

Mr. A. F. STARK: I was arguing on the second part. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You have got nothing to say with regard to the first 
part. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: No. 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL. With regard to the point of order which 
has been raised I beg to submit that the motion as it has been worded is 
entirely within the four comers of the Rules of Procedure of this House and 
of the provisions of the Government of India Act. I am glad that even the 
very vigilant Whip of the Government Party has not been able to discover 
at least in the first part of my motion any irregularity 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is the Whip of the European Party. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Ttes, Sir. They are the dictators of 
Government. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: I protest against that. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am grateful <o Mr. Stark for that much 
concession. With regard to the second part my submission is this: That 
the Government of India Act clearly contemplates criticism by the public and 
also specially by the Legislature of even the (‘oiiduct of a ])erson placed in the 
position of the highest judicial office if he does anything which does not 
seemingly and apparently come within the functions and duties of his office. 
The wording of section 86 is this that no discussion shall take place in a 
Provincial Legislature with respect to the conduct of any judge of the 
Federal Court or the High Court in the discharge of his duties. So, it will 
then lie on merely the question of fact as to whether in this particular case 
the observations made or the conduct displayed by the Chief Justice waS 
really in the course of discharging his judicial duties. I submit Sir, that 
this question again has to be approached from three angles of view. The first 
angle is this. As you are very well aware the ordinary citizen outside, the 
public and the Press have got every right to criticise and examine judgments 
delivered by th»t courts. So long as cases are sub judic$ they might not dis- 
cuss the same because of the fear of infringing the rules and laws regarding 
contempt of cburt. But after judgment is delivered the ordinary public 
outside have a right to criticise the judgment. Sir, it could never be con- 
templated that the House, this Legislature and the members thereof will 
have some privilege much less than what the public outside have got. The 
public outside have got the right and the privilege to criticise the judgment 
And in the course of such criticisms to examine also the conduct of the judge. 

1 do not see any reason how that particular privileare granted to ordinary 
oitiiens outside could be withheld from members of the Ijegislature^ 
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The second point is that Sir Harold Derbyshire, the Chief Justice of 
Bengal, has in the course of ft-ying a certain case taken two steps, one is the 
constitution of the Special Bench itself and the second is the judicial pro- 
ceedings of the Special Bench. So far as the actual constitution of the Bench 
is concerned, that is an administrative act and uot a judicial act and the 
conduct displayed by the Chief Justice in forming that Special Bench under 
very peculiar circumstances 

Mr. SPEAKER. We are now discussing the point of order. Dr. Sanyal, 
and you need not dilate upon what part you can discuss and what part you 
cannot discuss; for that is a subject for me, and if voii go outside the limit 
then I will certainly call you to order. So, do not please drag in all these 
points now. Whai have you got to say with regard to the point of order P 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: T will not make any attempt to explain 
in detail the various points in view of your present ruling. For the first two 
points of view', there is nothing which cun prevent me as an ordinary citizen 
outside this Legislature from discussing the conduct of a High Court Judge. 
With regard to the conduct even, if in the course of sitting on the bench a 
Judge throws a missile at any lawyer, if he takes something from his table 
and commits a criminal act, that position will not protect him because 
although he was sitting on the Chair of the Chief Justice that w’as not a part 
of his functions and duties. With regard to this second part in this parti- 
cular case, Sir, I am not at the present moment in a position to state to the 
House what particular aspect of the conduct of Sir Harold Derbyshire I am 
going to raise through this cut motion, but unless in the course of my obser- 
vations something is stated or is sought to be stated which go to show that 
T am int ringing section 8G of the Government of India Act by trying to raise 
particular questions relating to his conduct in the course of the discharge of 
the duties of the Chief Justice, I do not think you can really rule me out of 
order at this stage. Later on at a subsequent stage if you really find that I 
am going beyond my limits you can call me to order. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadurt 

Sir, section 86 of the Government of India Act is known to us all. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: No; it is not known to us all. 

The Hon’blf Nawah MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

Those who are here ought to know it. If the main provisions of the Govern- 
ment of India Act are not known to any member of this Assembly, it is better 
for him to quit. * 

Sir, my point is that this section 86 of the Government 0 / India Act has 
restrained the power of this Legislature from discussing certain matters 
relating to courts of law. This Legislature is a creature of the Government 
of India Act which prevents it from discussing certain matters. I do not 
know how that matter can be discussed here. A child cannot go against the 
wishes pf its parent. So I say when our rights and privileges have been 
curtailed what we can say outside this Chamber we cannot say here. So long 
at this provision in sectiem 86 is there I do not know how you can raise this 
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question. I know that Dr. Sanyal is trying to aToid proTision of sec- 
tion 86 of the Government of India Act and make out a case that the Judge^s 
remarks on Mr. Huq’s conduct were not made in discharge of his duties as 
a Judge, but as far as I have read the case I know that in the circumstances 
in which the Judges were induced to pass certain remarks I cannot hold 
them responsible 

DFi NALINAK8HA SANYAL: We do not want your judgment on the 
Judiciary or on the judgment of the Chief Justice. 

The Hon'ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur:. 

But I do not hold him responsible for his conduct and I have a right to say 

that. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: That is our business, not yours. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: But 

as a member of this House I stand on my right to express my views. 

Sir, the position is this. I know at this stage he has not yet made out 
his case and we do not know wdiat you will decide on this point. In case, Sir, 
you allow him to make a speech on this motion then at a later vstage if he 
says a word infringing on the relevant section of the Government of India 
Act, I will seek your help to stop him. 

Mr. BREAKER: This point of order raises an issue of great constitutional 
importance, but I do not think it will be necessary for me today, while 
giving my ruling on the specific motion concerned, to give an interpretation 
of section 86 of the Government of India Act; at any rate, a comprehensive 
interpretation. 

I am just now called upon to give a ruling as to whether or not the second 
part of Dr. Sanyal’s cut motion, namely, the conduct of Sir Harold Derby- 
shire who holds the office of the Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court in 
so far as he indulged in certain observations regarding Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq, 
the ex-Premier, and Mr. Syed Badruddoja, the Mayor of Calcutta, not at all 
required in the discharge of his duties is in order. Now, this is the matter 
that is before us. The point is whether this should be allowed or not. Now, 
before I give my definite ruling on this point, I should only say one word 
with regard to the question why this should be allowed or should not be 
allowed. Now it is conceded and it is provided in section 71 of the Govern- 
ment of India Act that members of this House have got freedom of speech. 
Section 86 enacts an exception to that general rule. Therefore, it appears 
to me that unless we can bring any motion within the mischief of section 86, 
it should be allowed. Therefore, in interpreting section 86, I shall always 
be inclined to interpret it in a very restrictive way because, otherwise, it will 
encroach upon the rights of the members of this House. But even interpret- 
ing the section in that way if I find that the present motion still comes within 
the mischief of that section, certainly I shall have no other option but to 
disallow it. Now what does this motion seek to bring to the notice of the 
House and bring under the discussion of the House? — the conduct* of 
Sir Harold Derbyshire who holds the office of the Chief Justice of th« 
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Calcutta High Court. Therefore, his conduct as the Chief Justice of the 
Calcutta High Court in so far as he indulged — I lay stress upon the word 
•‘indulged” — ^in certain observations regarding Mr. A. K. Faalul Huq and 
so on, — this evidently refers to the observations made by Sir Harold 
Derbyshire as the Chief Justice of the Calcutta High Court in a judginent 
about Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq and Dr. Sanyal was conscious that this conduct 
of Sir Harold Derbyshire would come within the mischief of section 8(> and 
therefore what he wanted to do was to indicate that this was not necessary 
in the discharge of his duties and therefore it was outride the jurisdiction 
as a Judge of the High Court. I am sorry 1 cannot allow u motion of this 
nature because if 1 do allow a motion of this nature the result of it will be 
that members will come forward and say that this part or that 
part of a judgment Tsas not in discharge of his duties as a Judge. I regret 
such an interpretation is not permissible under section SO of the Act. 
Therefore I regretfully disallow the second part of this mt>lion. 

But before I leave this question I have also got to say a word or two with 
regard to the first part and also w’ith regard to the speei b that may be 
generally given on this subject. Otherwise I may have at every stage to 
juinj) up and interrupt members in the discussion. In my opinion it is open 
to every member of this House to discuss under this liead judicial matters 
even generally for the purpose of the iinjirovement of the administration of 
justice in the province. Secondly, it is open to every member of this House to 
discuss matters which do not come within the conduct of a Judge in the 
discharge of his duties as such. In the third place it is open, in iny opinion, 
to every member of this House to discuss judgments once pronounced — the 
merits, the procedure and everything relating to that judgment — without 
casting any reflection npon any judge, I mean, without casting any p(‘rM)nal 
lefiection uj)on the judge who })ronounccd that judgment, and I think it will 
he desirable that in doing so the remarks made about the highest judit iary 
in the land should he couched in proper and respectful language. The,s<* are 
the general observations that I should like to make here. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The language that he deserves. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: The language befitting the* 
dignity of the highest legislature within the proviji<*(‘. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, 1 beg to move that the dcunand 
of Rs. 75,12,000 for expenditure under the head “27— Administration of 
Justice” be reduced by Rs. 100. I move thi.s in order to raj.s(* a discus.sion 
about the situation created through the setting aside of the conviction of 
Mr. R. C. Pollard, Superintendent of Police, Murshidahad, on a charge 
of assaulting one lawyer at Berhamp(»re, and thr<iugli the in, suing of orders 
for Jhe retrial of the accu.sed in what is known as the Jiaganj rice- 
looting case. 

Sir, during a previous debate on the budget tor tiie Administration of 
Justice xt w’as my privilege to invite the attention of (j(»venjment to the 
sad spectacle of continued deterioration in the respiM't commanded by the 

14 
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highest judiciary of this province, and on that occasion I explained with- 
in the short space of time that was available to me then the main reasons 
for such deterioration in the respect commanded by the High Court. 
Hardly three or four months have elapsed from that time and we have had 
an exhibition which has practically placed whatever little prestige the 
High Court had in a coffin and the highest custodian of the prestige and 
privileges of that court has put on that coffin the last nails. Although he 
is holding that office, as one eminent countryman of ours had put it, high 
offices are being held Ijy persons not fit to hold the offices of clerks of 
burial grounds, but that highest officer, although not fit to hold the office 
of a clerk in a burial ground, has put the nails in the coffin of the High 
Court quite efficiently and ably. And how. Sir? Here was a case ot one 
white impetuous Superintendent ot Police having exceeded the l)ound^ ol 
<*riminal law and assaulted a lawyer who went to his office with a view to 
rej)reH(*nt an accused tem])orarily in his custody. The lowest court in the 
trial convicted that Police Sui)crintendent ; the lowest court wa.> piesided 
over by an Indian Magistrate. The District Judge to whom appeal was 
made rej(‘ctcd tlu* aiqieal. Pid'erences were made to the High Court and 

at, tlu' direct i{)n of the Higli Court a special trial or revision or appeal was 

allowed in anoili(*r district and there also the learned District Judge ot 
that phu'c uph(d(l the <‘onviction ot the lower court, and not only did uphold 
the conviction hut made most solemn observations about the conduct of tlit' 
Superintendent of Polic<‘ in that case. Sir, the dovecots of white bureau- 
cracy at once began to flutter 

Mft Ai STARK; On a point of order, Sir. My honourable and 
learned friend yesterday appealed to you to sto]) communal issues being 
brought into the debate when my honourable friend Mr. Siddiqi was 
speaking. Today, Sir, my honourable friend is importing racial issues. 

1 would apjieal to you, Sir, to request him to refrain from it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. San\al, try to state facts. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I was trying to avoid names. 
In view of the observations made by you I shall now try to give the names. 

•When this Mr. R. C. Pollard sought the protection of the Secretariat the 
first protection that he received was in the hands of the learned Legal 
Remembrancer who is a member of the European community and he allow- 
ed Mr. R. C. Pollard to be defended at Government cost. Even after the 
conviction, when the appeal was put in. Government cost was insisted 
upon and after^reference in this House the then Minister in charge of the 
Judicial Department who was an Indian at that time — even now Indian 
Ministers are Tiolding the portfolio fortunately-rfb<^ught that it was not 
proper that Government should find costs but if at a later stage it was 
necessary Government might examine the issue afresh. Subsequently it 
was found that this Mr. Pollard was being given undue patronage and 
privilege by two other officers of Government, both members of the 
European community — one the Deputy Inspector-General and the other 
the Additional Secretary of the Government of Bengal. Although 
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repeated attempts were made by members of the public to briug to the 
notice of Government the utter impropriety of retaining the Superintendent 
of Police in the place while he was actually convicted of a criminal offence 
and while it was also submitted to Government that this Superintendent 
of Police had become notorious in regard to sucli conduct, the Indian 
members of the Ministry tried to do justice to the people, but some 
members of the Services including possibly tlie liigliest in the State, so far 
as Bengal is concerned, all belonging to the European community, stood 
in the way. 

Sir, the unfortunate situation created through the judgment of the High 
(h)iirt is this. It was immediately on that very evening that an evening 
party in lionour of the so-t'aHed accjuittal of Mr. Pollard was given iii the 
Grand Hotel attended by sonu‘ members of the Indian Pivil Service and 
members of the Indian Police Service. There was a gn‘at jubilation and 
a telegram was sent from Calcutta to the district and a recej)tion was 
organised by a few henchmen of this Superintendent of Police* at the* 
Railway Station. Before this, the Indian Magistrate wlio is a Mussalmaii 
or belonging to the Muslim community was sought to lx* transferred 
j)erein})torily from the place and 1 have definite information that, he was 
transferred at the insi.stence and instance of Mr. R. C. Pollard. It was 
through the intervention of the then C^hief Minist(‘r that this piece ed' 
abject intei feieiicc* with the independence* (d the* Magistracy uas slop()ed 
The situation in the district today is, as a r(‘sult of this judicial ])ronoun(‘e- 
ment, a complete collapse of the independence of the judiciary. Mr. R. (h 
Pollard thinks that lie is above law, he can do a n\ thing and ho knous 
that what(*ver Indian Magistrates may do he will ullimately get scot free 
so long as his kith and kin are there in higher (dfices. And what was the 
position^ The position arose in course of the case referred to in which 
Mr. SatyagojKil Majumdar was assaulted. The case was a simple one; 
it was an ordinary case of simple assault by one ja'ison on another leading 
to the conviction of the accused and fine of Rs. ‘^dO and just because a 
certain important member of a certain office w’as involved in it, belonging 
to the European community, the highest judicial authority thought fit to 
constitute a special bench constituted of a friend of that very accused — a 
member of the European community again — and another conv{3nient 
person. Three Judges were made to constitute a speinal bench, and this 
special bench was constituted after .dissolving the already existing special 
bench that could take up this case in the ordinary course of liusiness, if 
necessary. But that previous special bench, unfortunately f3r the highest 
w'isdom of the High Court, wa^ composed of tw’o Indian Judges of 
unimpeachable reputation, and therefore the result was obvious. 

In course of trial, certain documents were discovered. What a 
wonderful discovery? And a special doctorate .should be awarded to the 
learned Judges of the High Court having got the vision to see things 
beyond vision and they got certain files from the dovecots of the Secretariat 
dug out. And lo! and behold! what they discovered was a serious attempt 
to interfere with the administration of justice in the province! It was 
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for the firet time perhaps that the Judges came to know that executive 
officers have a right, and not only a right, but also a privilege to address 
the local executive officers regarding executive matters. It was a discovery 
that the Chief Minister and Home Minister in the province was trying to 
enquire from the local District Magistrate the circumstances of a parti- 
cular case and pending the time that would take him to get the file examined 
to request that officer for a postponement — nothing beyond that. Post- 
ponements at the instance of the executive are not for the first time 
coming to the notice of the High Court. The High Court, only a few 
months ago, came across another series of postponements which went up 
to the extent of postiKjnement sine die , — one interesting case at Asansol, 
the Kulti Rioting case — and withdrawal of oases at the instance of the 
executive are not also quile unknown leading or finally leading to the with- 
drawal of all the' cases in connection with the Dacca riots. Withdrawal 
took place in another famous case of Natore in w*hich one Muslim League 
preacher Tarkahagish was an accused and at the instance of the Secretariat 
the criminal case against that blessed protagonist of the Muslim League 
w^as withdrawn. Thus, nothing new or unusual was done by the Chief 
Minister in seeking to know the circumstances under wiiich a particular 
case was sought to be conduct(‘d. I am. Sir, debarred by your ruling 
from entering into or even naming the particular case wliich goes by the 
name of the Jiagunge Rice Looting case. Nothing more ridiculous could 
have happened. The imi)ressi()n has been given- to the country that it w’as 
a most heinous offence of some dacoity which the Chief Minister of Bengal 
w^as trying to hush up because (d’ some consideration. The case was 
reported and discussed on tlie tlooi of the House and it was pointed out 
on the floor of the House how an abuse of the Special Courts Ordinance II 
of U)42 wMs l)eiug indulged in in this case. 

A few young men at the request of the local Subdivisional Officer tried 
to keep a watch on the surreptitious removal of rice from that area to help 
the local j>eople to retain their food in the place. That was the wonderful 
occasion for an alleged rice looting case. And in that case wdiat happened ^ 
The Deputy Inspector-General, Criminal Investigation Department, wanted 
it to be tried by a Special Magistrate. That is no interference ! When 
the Deputy Inspector-General, Criminal Investigation Department, got 
the headquarters officers to demand of the Magistracy “Look here you 
cannot get the case tried by an ordinary court. You must have it 
transferred to a Special Court Margistrate”, and the local Magistrate had 
fo do it. That is no interference! That interference again was sought 
to be made binder an illegal piece of law. Yet the learned Chief Justice 
of the High Court could not see into that aspect of the question at all; nor 
could he see anything wrong in Mr. Pollard’s ow'ii conduct. The case 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 

The Jiaganj Rice Looting case, is suh jndice. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am only mentioning the name of 
the case. I am not discussing it. 



1943 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


Sll 


Mr. SPEAKER: Please don’t go into the merits of the case. 

Or. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: 1 how to your ruling. As a matter 
of fact I am not speaking fast euougli as I am used to, only to be very 
careful about my words. 

With regard to Mr. Pollard’s own conduct nothing is said in the 
judgment. The learned Chief Justice expresses some lip sympathy for 
the assaulted lawyer and he hopes piously that if an application is made 
by him to the local Government, the local Government might give him the 
necessary sanction under section 197. And what does he order h* He 
orders that the case*niust not be tried in Murshidabud. He thinks he givCvS 
a great privilege to the complainant, Mr. Satya Gopal Mazumdar when 
he wants the case to be tried at HooghlN . Government is going to find 
all the costs of Mr. R. (’. Pollard whether it is at Hooghly or at Timbuctoo. 
So far as poor Satya Gopal Mazumdar is concerned he had to fight his case 
right through single handed from the lowest court right up to the highest 
at his own cost. * 

Mr. M. A, H, I8PAHANI: Out of Mahasablui money? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAI.: Jt is not as cheaj) as the Muslim 
League money or th(‘ money coming from Jspahani charities. Mr. Satya 
Gopal Mazumdar has to go to Hooghly and take all his witnesses to 
Hooghly at his own cost with a great deal of inconvenience to everybody. 
It is not unlikely that \\ith the great influence which some of these 
executive officeis hold the ca.^e ma> not be taken u]) in the Hooghly court 
on the 1st day. It may be postponed from day to day; lawyers will have 
to come, litigants will have to bring their witnesses jind so on and they 
will have to go back as usual with all courts because they will remain busy 
and thus will poor Satya Goj)al Mazumdar get a very fair trial at the hands 
of an independent man in a difi'erent district! This is a wonderful piece 
of judicial discovery and, Sir, what is all this due to? It is due to a 
suspicion that the then Hon hie ('hief Minister who was also the Home 
Minister of the l^roviiice sought to teach this man whose conduct had been 
highly reprehensible a proper les.son. The suspicion is there expressed in 
the words of the Chief Justice in the judgment itself. And why should 
he not? Three letters were .sent. The letters wert* there and they were 
read out. Nothing objectionable could be found in the body of the letters. 
One letter merely asked the local District Magistrate to acfjuaint the Chief 
Minister-cum-Home Minister of the Province with the cifc urn stances of 
the case and pending his applicwtion of iniml to the position to get it 
postponed by’ a few weeks. The second and drd letters made repeated 
exhortation.s to that Magistrate to do justice and fair-play and not in any 
way to allow any other influence to enter there and it was, Sir, done under 
peculiar circumstances. I take the fullest responsibility for what I said 
in this connection because I had intimate knowledge of the affairs of this 
case. The local District Magistrate is a very intelligent, honest, God- 
fearing and fair-minded officer. He found that the Police Buperintendeiit 
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was exceeding his limits and he did not give the Police Superintendent the 
privilege that he was demanding every time. The Police Superintendent 
went up to the Secretariat through his chief and wrote confidential notes 
disparaging? the local magistracy. In one of the notes he went to the extent 
of saying “I find even members of the Indian Civil Service have lost the 
sense as to how to keep the British domination in this province.’’ Letters 
were written to Mr. Wright, the Deputy Inspector-General, where he 
pointed out the manner in which he was not being allowed freedom enough 
to give proper lesson or chastise the pe(»ple in the manner he thought 
necessary, and representations were made to the Secretariat to see that the 
local Magistrate, the trying Magistrate and others Concerned with the 
Administration of Justice and the executive authority there might be made 
subservient to the local police. As a matter of fact in many respects they 
have been so. But the (Jiief Minist-er of the Province 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you have already taken up much time. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: 1 was interrupted two or three times. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There are other speakers on your side. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Only one. Please give me 5 minutes. 

Mr. SPEAKER: F ive minutes will be too long. Try to finisli early. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Mr. Pollard tried to defy all local 
officers and when this matter was brought to the notice of the then 
Divisional Commissioner 'in one of the interviev's that I had with him he 
admitted that he was disgusted with the conduct of the police officer and 
he had reported against him to Government, but that he was helpless 
because some other authority was not doing anything. 

Sir, on one occasion when I was waiting in the house of the District 
Magistrate (d' Murshidabad 1 found Mr. Pollard exchanging hot words 
with the District Magistrate so much so that 1 was afraid that the\ would 
come to blows, and as a matter of fact it was over a ver\ interesting 
incident. One veix rejiuted local gentleman, Pai Hahadui' Anil ( 'hat lerjee, 
who was the htuid of th(‘ local civic guards was btdng chastised bv 
Mr. It. ('. Polliird and the tv\o \\(‘rt‘ arguing one against the othei’ over 
a.. vei\ pi‘tly matter. 1 would not like to go into details. (Derisive 
laughter from the Eurojiean Benches.) Would you like to know, it is 
very interesting, it will be very hel])ful. It is this: The local civic 
guard comman^dant wanted to have better equiimient for civic guards and 
he inadi* ceitain selections of civic guards /rom amongst respectable young 
men. Mr. ibdhird would have hi." own nominees and he said that unless 
the other ac(»eded to his request he would not supply the equipment and 
the necessary rations of civic guards. The civic guard commandant 
tendered his resignation as a result of the dispute. The Superintendent 
of Police threatened to arrest the civic guard commandant and the District 
Magistrate said “You cannot arrest him like that”. He said “I can on 
a small pettifogging case tomorrow”, and that very morning after half 
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an hour his car was stopped by a local police constable on the charge that he 
was driving without a licence. From his pocket the licence was produced. 
The police said: “No, no, I have orders to take you to the thana. You 
can prove your case later on”. The civic guard commandant went to the 
house of the Subdivisional Officer and personally presenting the licence 
said “Look here, I am being arrested like this”. The Subdivisional 
Officer said: “I may give you bail on personal security, but the case I 

cannot stop because the police will have another case started against 

you”. This is the conduct of the blessed Police Superintendent not 

against political persons but against one w'ho is supposed to be one of the 
pillars of Government — a Rai Bahadur: he was commandant of the civic 
guard. The position fiad been deplorable, and after the judgment 

expressed in the High Court the situation has deteriorated so much that 
no fair work in the district is possible. There are yet several cases hang- 
ing against this man. 1 implore the Hon’hle Minister in charge of the 
Judicial Department to see that justice is done to the people when he is in 
charge at least and at least let Mr. Pollard take his trial as an ordinary 
citizen: let him he bereft of all his power and privileges, and then we 
will see how he stands the scrutiny of a trial as a humble citizen for all 
the misdeeds and acts of vandalism he has committed. 

In this connection I would like to bring it to the notice of the highest 
judicial officer of the (lovernment that let him not try to bring down the 
prestige of him.self and the High Court, for if once people lose their 

resj)ect for the court of law what will hapj)en K Tl)e British Government 

is existing here not nece.ssarily out of sheer might but for some respect 
for the British law and their sense of justice. Let that not be (^omjdetely 
shaken : it has already been shaken too mmdi but let it not bo 

com]>letely destroyed . 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA; Sir, I beg to move that the 

demand of Rs. 7o, 12,(l()() for expemliture under the head “27 — Admiiiistra- 
Jiioii of Justice” be reduced by Rs. KHt. The object of my motion is to 
'aise a discussion about the general jxdicy of the Government— 

(/) in trifling uilli the deci.^ion.N ot the Judges when they do not fit 
in with the executive -fiat ; 

( 7 /) as to the method of recruitment ot the Judicial Officers, specially 
of the Munsiffs; 

(ill) in the ab.sence ot an}' control of the oflicers after onca* they had 
been appointed and conseqmuit absence of any m^thofi to put a 
stop to the vagaries qf the officers; 

(iv) to bring in pcditical considerations even in the ajipointment of 
High Court Judges; and 

(r* as to the low pay of the lower grade ministerial officers both civil 
and criminal and a.s to the high pay of highly paid officers. 

Sir, I stand here to draw the attention of the House to the disgraceful 
fact that* the administration of justice becomes a farce when the decisions 
of the judges do fit in with the executive fiat. A person, however highly 
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placed he may be, if he is arrested and is placed on trial before a judge 
and the judge finds him not guilty and consequently his decision is not 
to the liking of the executive, — that person is at once re-arrested within 
the precincts of the court under the Defence of India Rules. If a judge 
releases a person on bail pending the trial and if this order is not to the 
liking of the executive, that person will be re-arrested in front of the jail 
gate under the comprehensive Defence of India Rules. Sir, if a person 
is arrested under the Defence of India Rules, the executive wants that he 
should be convicted; a charge is framed against him and he is placed on 
trial and is convicted. Sir, if the decision of the (^ourt is that certain 
sections of the Defence of India Rules are illegal^ and ultrn vires and even 
if that decision is upheld by the highest judiciary of the land but if that 
is not to the liking of the executive, a niiglity Ordinance is issued by 
His Excellency the Gove^n^r-(JeneIal of India declaring tliat the sentences 
of convictions that are passed arc legal and not ultra vires. vSir, that is 
the way in which the Government are trying to legalise these convictions. 
Such is the situation that is really going on with regard to the administra- 
tion of justice when it does not fit in with the executive fiat. Sir, I 
refrain from referring to the conduct of tlH‘ police and of the executive 
when persons wIkj are set at liberty were at once arrested by taking 
recourse to the old Regulation. My friend Dr. Nalinaksha Sauyal has 
referred to the conduct of the executive. It is useless to refer to the 
observations of the executive judges, hut, Sir, allow me to refer to the 
weighty observations of Lord Atkin in a case, which is a well-known case 
and a recent case, in which Sir John Anderson was a ])arty. Lord Atkin 
said: “1 view with apprehen.sion the attitude of the Judges who, on a 
mere iiretence of construction, when face to face with claims involving 
the liberty of the subject, show^ed themselves mon* executive-minded than 
the executive.” 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, i will now turn to the method of recruitment of 
judicial officers. Formerly the judicial officers were recruited after they 
had put in practice for three years after having graduated in law. But 
now that system has l>een done away with and a graduate in law becomes 
a munsiff all at once. The previous system of having three years’ practice 
as a lawyer having been done away with, a mun.sifl' at the time of his 
recruitment has now practically no experience in the ways and means of 
the law courts. 1 submit. Sir, and I appeal to the Government that that 
system should be revived. A graduate in law should not suddenly become 
a munsiff hut, he must have at least some years’ practice in the law courts. 

Then, Sir^ I submit that a committee must be appointed- in the district 
to deal with corruption and bribery in the laTv courts and the committee 
must be appointed not only to deal with bribery and corruption in the 
law courts but also to deal with the vagaries of the judicial officers. In 
this country, after once the appointment has been made there is no system 
to deal with the vagaries of judicial officers. Therefore, I submit that a 
committee must be appointed to deal with such vagaries of the 
judicial officers. 
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Then, Sir, with reference to danse (?r) I shall refer to one instance. 

(At this stage the member reached the time-limit.^ 

Sir, as my time is up, before I sit down I would like to draw the atten- 
tion of the Government to the miserable condition of the low-paid 
ministerial officers and to the fact as to how llu‘se l()w-])aid otiicers are 
living their lives. 

With these few words. Sir, I commend my motion to ih(‘ act‘e]>tanee 
of the House. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SENS Sir, 1 beg to move that the d(*niand of 
Rs. 70,12,000 for expenditure umler the head “27 — Administration of 
Justice’ he reduc(‘d by JN. 100. The oh]ecj of the motion is to raise a 
discussion about the recent judicial pronouncement by Sir Gharh's Harold 
Derbyshire, Ghief Justice, Galeulta Higli Court, abmit Mr. A. K. Ea/dul 
Huq, ex-Chief Minister, Bengal, in e<mne(‘tion will) what is known as 
the Jiagunj Rice T^ooting Case. 

Sir, I ex])ected that no opposition would be fort luauning from the 
Government to this motion. When have lhe\, tlic Governineiil , learnt to 
be so respectful to tht‘ High Court — 1 do not know. Recently they have 
gone the length of Houting the judgment of the High Court in the mutter 
of detention of security prisoners in spite of its ruling to the contrary. 

Sir, my motion refers to some ohservaiioiis niad(‘ hy tin* ( liief Justice 
about the ex-('hief Minislei. What was tin* easc!^ — A ])oliee officer of the 
name of R. C. Pollard was charged with an offeina* of an extraordinary 
nature, namel_\, that he assaulted a resj»ectal>h* law\j‘r of Berhamjiore. 
The case was tri(‘d in tin* Subdivisional Officer’s court which convicted and 
sentenced him. He then jueferred an .jj>p(*a] to tin* District Judge, and 
theu on some grounds the cas(‘ w^as transfernnl tluough tin* intervention 
of the High Court to another district. There again the convi(;tion and 
sentence w^as upheld. He then preferred an ap])cal to tin* Ifigh Court, 
and practically got sent-free on a technical ground, whih* incidentally tin* 
Chief Justice made in his judgment an observation about a man wJio was 
not in any way connected with the ease. 

Mr, A. F. STARK: On a point of ord(‘r, Sir. The hoiiouralile 
member’s motion seeks to discu.ss the Jiagunj Hat-looting case. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: You read the whole thing. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He cannot do that giid he will not 
do that. • 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: He does not understand 
the motion. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: I submit, Sir, that Pollard goes scot- 
free while the Chief Justice makes observations about Mr. Fazlul Huq 
who wtw not a witness, who was not a complainant, who was not even 
indirectly connected with this case and who was not given a chance to 
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defend himself. I submit, Sir, that the observations that Sir Harold 
made were uncalled for and unjustifiable. Why uncalled for I have already 
explained. Now, let me say why unjustifiable. What was the offence of 
Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq? He wrote some letters to the District Magistrate. 
What did he write? The sum and substance of his letters was that the 
trying Magistrate must not be influenced by the browbeating of the police; 
that the trying Magistrate must try to rise above the Pollard methods 
and must not fear Pollard methods. 

Now, Sir, in this land we know too often how demi-officials go from 
higher quarters to trying Magistrates asking them to ^do this or do that. 
What did Mr. Huq do in this case? He did not ask the trying Magistrate 
'to pass a judgment of a certain kind. He did not say “Even if you get 
evidence you must acquit the accused”. He simply said “Do not be 
influenced by police methods. You must exercise your judgment freely 
and fearlessly”. In making these observations, in giving these instruc- 
tions the ex-Chief Minister of Bengal did the right thing, did a thing 
which every God-fearing, every honest and every independent Chief 
Minister should do for the province to uphold the cause of justice. I, 
therefore, say that the observations that were made about Mr. A. K. Fazlul 
Huq by Sir Harold Derbyshire were unjustified. 

Sir, with these words I commend my motion to the acceptance of 
the House. 

Mr, 8YED BADRUDDOJA: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I realise that I am 
not competent to discuss the conduct of an Hon’ble Judge of the High 
Court but according to your observation. Sir, from the Chair, I am 
certainly competent to discuss the merits of the judgment delivered by the 
High ( ’ouri as also the observations made by the Hon’ble Chief Justice in 
that connection. Dr. Sandal, my esteemed friend, has already given you 
the background how a j)oor })leader Mr. Satya (lopal Mazumdar was 
assaulted b\ a police oificer of tin* Jmj)erial cadre ^\ho is known throughout 
the district of Murshidabad lor creating const(‘rnation in the minds of tlie 
peoj)le. He not onl\ a^^alllled a resjnmsible member of the Ihir but went 
further still. Sir, in season .iml out oi reason In* has ]»een .^o rude, so 
insolent, so ill-behav(Ml towards tht‘ memiu'r.s ot the public, not excluding 
members of the liegislatiiie. that people daie not enter the precincts of. 
liis house. 

Sir, we know the background. Thi-» gentleman Mr. Mazumdar was 
assaulted. At once he lodj.;ed a complaint. \\ hat was the fault of the 
District Magistrate? The District Magistrate (»nly transferred the case 
to a Magistrate who was rejmted lor his honest reputed for his sense of 
justice, reputed for his imjiartiality, a man who had the courage to rise 
above any temptation, to rise above any threat or intimidation from 
any quarters. 

Sir, 1 happened to be the messenger of a letter, to which reference has 
been made by the High Court. As Secretary of the Progressive Coalition 
Party on whose suffrage the Ministry stood, I carried that letter not to 
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interfere with the free flow of justice but only to allow that stream of 
justice to flow on uninterrupted and to check the vagaries of the particular 
police officer and never allow those vagaries to go on unchecked, undeterred 
and unrestricted. What did the Chief Minister or the Home Minister of 
the province write? If you permit me, Sir, 1 will only refer to two 
relevant sentences from that letter. He said: “The police are at liberty 
to collect as much evidence as possible in support of the charges, but this 
must be done legitimately and dishonest attempts to pile up facts and 
circumstances against the accused must be severely condemned. In the 
case of this particular officer nothing seems to be strange. This should 
not be allowed. The Subdivisional Officer should assert himself and not 
yield to threats. After all the Superintendent of Police is not the Govern- 
ment nor is the Superintendent of Police the repository of all power. So 
long as the Subdivisional Officer does his duty honestly and uprightly, he 
has nothing to fear. As a mattei of fact, if he finds that the evidence 
does not justify the commitment, that the facts and circumstances justify 
the discharge of the accused, he should not hesitate to do that because of 
the consequences his orders might have on the Superintendent of Police.” 

There was nothing wrong on the part of the Homo Minister, on the 
part of the Chief Minister of the province, who had reports from reliable 
sources, not excluding members of the Legislature representing that 
district, that attempts were being made to pile up evidence, to create 
circumstances, to make out a case against some unfortunate commissioners 
of the municipality of Ziaganj. Sir, 1 am precluded from discussing that 
case at the present moment, but may I submit for your consideration as 
also for the consideration of the House that that particular police officer 
has been notorious for his misbehaviour and miscomhict and under his 
protecting wings in my own Sadar subdivision, which I have the hf)nour 
to represent in tliis Assiuiiblv, certain su])nrdinate poli(te officers wer(‘ 
charged with having made grievous assaults on some of my constituents. 
False cases were als{» filed against sonx* of my constituents but in most of 
the cases there have been acquittals. 

Sir, that is the position. The whole atmosjdiere was surc-lmrged with 
that police mentality and the District Magistrate — a weakling, an imbecile 
coward — had not the courage to ri.se above that. I had been to the 
District Magistrate himself. He said: “I am afraid so long as this police 
officer is here, the administration oi tlie district cannot gf> on. For God’s 
sake, remove this police oflicer.” That is what the District Magistrate 
said. I say with the fullest sense of responsibility witln^ut any fear of 
contradiction from any quart eigs that the District Magistrate had almost 
succumbed, the District Magistrate yielded to the threat, t« the intimida- 
tion, to the blandishment of this pcdice oflicer. Therefore, it was necessary 
in, the interest of justice, in the interest of free flow of justice that the 
higher authorities must rise above everything and try to introduce a 
healthier tone into the administration, must direct the District Magistrate 
to ask 1^8 subordinate officers to assert so that real justice might be done 
to poor people who were suffering at the hands of this police officer of the 
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(liHtrict. When I had been to the District Maffistrate, I told him point- 
blank ^‘Let there be a Magistrate who has got the courage of his own 
conviction” and fortunately for us this Magistrate was no other than 
Mr. Salamatullah who had a brilliant record of public service behind him 
and who had the courage to fine an Imperial Officer who is imperious, 
haughty, arrogant and insolent and has disturhed the traditions of the 

Imi)erial service. Sir, I would not raise any racial (juestion. If the 

Superintendent of Police of Murshidabad happened to be an Indian and 

if lie had the temerity to kick an European gentlemaii, there would have 
been sensation, there would have been commotion iij the British Empire, 
perhaps there would have he(*n shooting, peihaps he would have been 
hanged, pilloried and tortured with every refinement of cruelty and 

barbarous savagery, he would have been slaughtered, he would have been 
murdered. 

Sir, at the instance of this very Pol laid, a court was preferred, for 
a])peal not witliin the district. A rule was obtained from the High P(unt 
to have this case tried not by tlie District -ludge (d Murshidabad but, at 
the instance oi Mr. l^illard himselt, b\ tlie Distiict dud^e of Na<lia ^^hf) 
was beyond the inffuence, be>ond the contiol ot the District Magistrate 
or the influence of the higher authorities. 'Flituc is no t*vidence on lei'oid 
that tliere has been any interference, that tluMc lias been aii\ jiersuasion. 
or there has been an\ inducement Ironi aii> (juarters to interfere with 
justic(‘ so far as the District dudge of Nadia is concerned. AVhat is the 
(diservation of the High Court, Sir!’' Simjdy because those letters have 
been addressed to the District Magistrate ot Murshidabad in coniuTtioii 
witli a particular case, in connection witli anothm case which lias no bear- 
ing whatsoever on the case in (luestion, there is a suspicion, a very strong 
suspicion that tliis case lias beim intereiiTcd with. And wiiut is more. 
Sir, — I ajipeal to the House to bear with me lor a few minutes, — immediately 
after Mr. Salamatullah had convicted Mi. Pollard, a member of the 
Imjierial Service, he was souglit to lu* bundled out of the district, but on 
the interevention at once of the then Chief Ministm, transfer was not 
])ossi])le. It must be said to the cre«]it of the then Chief Minister that he 
immediately got that transfer order eaiicidled and set right everything, 
ami the District Mag’istrate cong’ratulated (lovernmeiit and definitely told 
me that but for the cancellation of the transfer order, liis position would 
liave been awkward and precarious in tlie district. Sir, Dr. Sanyal has 
referred to the constitution of a Special Bench in the High f’ourt. Why 
was this Speci^vl Bench cgnstituted I-' A particular Bench which had issued 
the rule, that Bench was not allowed to tiy' Mr. Ihdlard’s case. After the 
Spei’ial Bench was constituted, it was found that a particular Judge of 
the High Court who hud stated wliile i.ssuing the rule that he could not 
try the case because he was a friend of Mr. Pollard, was also deliberately 
included in that Bench. This is the sample of justice that we receive 
(Cries of shame! .shame! from the Oppo.sition Benches). I do not want 
to cast any reflection on any Judge of the High Court, *I do not'^want to 
impute any motive to any Judge of the High Court, but I will come to the 



DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


219 


1943 .] 

uncalled for aspersions that have been cast upon the ex-Chief Minister of 
Bengal. Aspersions* were cast, but for what? For rising above every- 
thing, for not submitting to the threats of European bureaucrats, for trying 
not to interfere with justice, but helping a free flow of justice, for trying 
to tear up the veil of conspiracy that concealed the poor show behind it? 
For that the ex-Chief Minister must be condemned. Sir, he was not a party 
to the suit, neither a defendant nor a plaintiff, nothing whatsoever, ahd 
yet his name was dragged into the court, because he had the audacity, as 
Chief Minister, as Home Minister, to administer a warning and to give 
clear direction to hjs subordinate officers who were shaking, and trembling 
in their shoes, to rise above everything and not to yield to the threats and 
intimidation of the police officer. Sir, what is the observation of the 
High Court? Mr. Fazliil Huq has broken his oath of office. I do not 
know what was the oath of office. If you administer justice to an 
European gentleman, you break the oath of office. If you administer a 
warning in connection with a case in which an European gentleman is 
involved, you break the oath of office. If you administer justice, if you 

have the courage of conviction, if you have the honesty of purpose to 

defend the rights of the poor victims of official znhardnsi ixm , you break 
the oath of office. 1 do not know what oatli was administered to 

Mr. Fazlul Huq. Was it this: that under those extraordinary circum- 

stances, those exciting circumstances Mr. Fuzlul Huq should have bartered 
away the rights of the nation, Mr. Fazlul Huq should have mortgaged the 
rights of Indians and submitted to the dictates of European officers? Is 
that the position of the ('hief Minister, is that the position of the Home 
Minister of a province? Sir, one of the observations is that Mr. Fazlul 
Huq is not fit to hold any responsible office. Fortunately for Mr. Fazlul 
Huq and fortunately for us in this Assembly, Sir, we do not hold any office 
on the suffrage of the High Court Judges, nor on the suffrage of the 
Governor of a Province nor even on the suffrage of the Viceroy of India. 
We hold office on the suffrage of our own jieople. And who is this man? 
Mr. Fazlul Huq is the leader of a great community and holds a high jK)si- 
tion which has never been the lionour oi some of the High C'ourt -ludg'es 
ever to hold. Sir, as Mayor oi Calcutta, us I^resident of the All-India 
Muslim League, as ('hiei Minister, as Home“ Minister, as Leader of jiublic 
opinion, in various splieres and various fields of activity, by his sacrifices, 
by the courage of his convictions, b}^ his brilliant recfird of servicres, he 
has ri/ien much above some of the Judges who are adorning the High 
Court Bench today. Mr. Fazlul Huq stands not on the suffrage of 
Britishers, not on the suffrage of a Provincial Governor, nof on the suffrage 
of High Court Judges. His merit, his integrity, liis service^, his sacrifices, 
his positive contributions to the country are not at all affected by any 
pronouncement of any High (.’ourt Judge. This is an unfortunate tragedy 
of our life that some sojourners, some foreigners come from far off lands 
and pronounce judgment over u.s. They are perhaps inferior to many of 
us ill calibre, perhaps inferior to us in vision, perhaps inferior to us in 
talent, in imagination, in education and culture, perhaps inferior to us 
in sense of responsibility and duty. They pass judgment on Indians. 
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Fortunately for us we need not despair. A nation of Gandhis and Tilaks, 
Muhammad Alis and Abul Kalam Azads, Fazlul Huqs and Abdur Rahims, 
Deshbandhus and Surendranaths, Ashutoshes and Ameer Alis need not 
despair. We sent our representatives to the Round Table Conference, 
representatives of the type of these great men who discussed administrative 
problems with the greatest of politicians, with the greatest of thinkers, 
with the greatest of statesmen, with the greatest of philosophers, with the 
greatest of geniuses with Uiat command of language, with that knowledge, 
with that profundity of thought which struck the greatest nations of tjie 
civilized world with wonder. Therefore J say, Sir, th^t. these remarks of 
the Chief Justice are umjalled for, undignifie<l, unjustified, and unworthy 
of the great position that he holds. (Loud applause from the 
OpjRisition benches.) 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, 1 am growing doubtful if the 
cut motions which are being moved today should be against the Minister in 
charge of the Judicial Department or the Minister for the Home Dej)artm(Oit 
who is in charge of the personnel, transfer and dismissal of officers. 

Mr. Speaker, Sii‘, there canmM. be two opinions on the (|U(‘stion that 
Ministers have the right to write letters and to give a ])iece of their mind 
to the officers who have to carry out tlie jmlicy eiiiinciated l); the Cabinet 
or the Ministry. This is done not only in Hengal but where\er there is an 
Executive, whether it be in England or in America or in Moscow. On that 
point. Sir, I think the Chief Minister of the day committed no mistake. The 
only mistake he committed wuis that he wrote those letters not in his oflicial 
capacity but as a private gentleman, witli. jierhajis, the best of intentions, 
1 admit. He would have done better if what he wanted to convey to this 
Collector or to the jxdice officer had been conveyed througli the ('hief 
Secndary or through the Secretarv of one of the many dejiartment.s undei 
him. Wliy jx'ojdc grew su.^J)icious was that in^tead of u^ing official 
machinery wliich gave him ]»ower, which gave his word greater 
jirestige and greater force, he thought it wise to use the services 
of tlie Secretary of his political party. That, vSir, I think, even 
the ex-(Jiief Minister will admit, was an act which has led to all these 
troubles. ladters have been read and letters have been quoted but a signi- 
ficant sentenee in one of the letters, which has been glided over rather 
significantly was that the honourable member who spoke last, the Secretary 
of the Progressive Party would convey something more than the contents 
of the letter verbally. That again was a mistake committed by the ex-Chief 
Minister. He should not have allowed anything to be conveyed verbally 
through an agency that was not official. It w’as bad administration and it 
was a serious mistake which did create suspicion in the minds of the people. 
It was within his power to call the Collector to Calcutta and tell him and 
give him a bit of his mind. I am merely criticising the method adopted by 
him although I admit that a Minister has the right to call upon officers to 
do this, that or the other, and of course without breaking the la^. The 
speaker who preceded me, the honourable member for Jangipur, Sir, waxed 
eloquent on many points. I do not wish in any way to chill his enthusiasm 
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for his chief because his chief was my chief also for a time. But 
where I join issue with him is that instead of bringing this cut motion now 
at this late hour, if the Police officer or the ('ollector or the other officials 
in that great district of Murshidabad were so terribly bud and did not behave 
well, and acted against the orders and intentions of the lion ‘hie (‘hief 
Minister of the day who was also Hon’ble Home Minister, why did he not 
induce his Chief to bring forth a bit of courage and use his power as the 
head of the Government and send them out bag and baggage; and if his 
wishes remained unheeded he would himself have gone out. Sir, to show 
weakness when the^ occasion requires force, to show imbecility when it 
requires courage and confidence in one’s owui honesty, at that tini(‘ not onl\ 
the Chief Minister but the accessories before and the accessories after th(‘ 
fact never used the great power and (jualifications on which Mr. h’azlul IliUj 
had reached the pinnacle of the highest glor\ . 

Sir, 1 do not understand why our Nawab Sahib should b(‘ taken to task 
in this way. Tlie tradition of tliis House is tliat the Ojiposition us well as 
the siqiporters have combined and always allowed the Nawab Saliib what» 
ever amounts he has asked for. For the first tiim* today I f(‘el that serious- 
ness has been brought into the debate on his Demand. The Nawab Sahib’s 
demands could have be(‘n agreed to (Interruption). 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA CUPTA; After the Naw'ah Sahih’s rejily you 
will find everything all right. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SiDDIQI : 1 do not w’ant to take up an> more 
time of the House. One minute more, Sir. May 1 appeal to the Ilon'hle 
and learned Leader of the Opposition not to allow his case to be lost hy 
motions moved by incompetent people who are carried aw'ay more by 
enthusiasm than by sticking to facts, than b\ taking a judicial vi(‘w of facts 
as they were and facts as they are. What the Chiel Justic^e of the IJigli 
Court did, wdiat the judgment w^as and so on, under your ruling, we cannot 
discuss. But, Sir, if it is writ ten in the destiny of the Hon’ble and learned 
leader of the Opimsition to lead the House again as head of another Govern- 
ment, I hope he will not rejieat methods of administration which an* liable 
to lead to suspicion, which are liable to create doubts about his hom*sty of 
purpose and which are liable to create difficulties in the way of his 
administration. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, to take the cue from the 
last speaker I hope the debate on the subject before us wili have at least 
one effect of creating an impress^ion upon the High Court Judges that their 
judgments are also open to suspicion, open to legitimate criticism and open 
to certain suspicions of a very grave nature and I think that hereafter the 
High Court Judges will feel while delivering their judgments that they are 
after all subordinate to the Department. 

I approach this question raised by Dr. Sanyal’s cut motion purely from a 
lawyer’s Joint of view. Sir, you have been a lawyer, I myself am a lawyer 
and there are others here who are also lawyers. We are all trained in the 
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highest traditions of the Bench and the Bar. We know, Sir, that a lawyer 
is accustomed to respecting the judiciary to the highest extent. Lawyers 
may lose cases even im justly. Sometimes decisions are very wrong but 
their confidence in the honesty and integrity of the courts and judges is 
seldom shaken. But here is a very sad example in which the confidence of 
the province as a whole is shaken so far as the independence and integrity 
of the judges are concerned. Sir, my friend Mr. Syed Badruddoja has very 
ably vindicated the position of Mr. Fazlul Huq, Mr. Fazlul Huq does not 
require his support, but there is one thing which is very clear 
in this matter. Mr. Stark, the Chief Whip of the European Party, was 
very much touched when the word “European” was introduced In- 
Dr. Sanyal. He stepped up to say that racial consideration should not be 
dragged in, I very much appreciate that attitude.* * * * 

Mr. SPEAKER: I do not think I can allow" the last sentence. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: That portion which you disallow 
me may be deleted. I have no objection. In speaking out my mind if 1 
transgress the limit of parliamentary decorum it is for you. to pull me up 
and 1 shall stand corrected. But you will find, Sir, that this judgment 
was more a decision on a matter which w^as not before the High Court than 
it was a judgment on the case before the Special Bench. The point for 
(letennination w^as not the conduct of Mr. A. K. Fazlul Huq nor the conduct 
of Mr. Syed Badruddoja. The matter for consideration was whether 
Mr. Pollard was rightly convicted or not; but what did the High Court 
Judges do, Judges drawing the highest salary from the Public Exchequer: 
what did they bother about They were bothering about absolutel> 
extraneous matters, absolutely irrelevant matters and things which had 
absolutely no connection with the case. Mr. Pollard, Sir, was the victim: 
the ([uestion was whether his conviction stood or not. But the High Court 
Jutlges w'ere obsessed with the idea that there was Mr. Fazlul Huq behind 
the C(unpluinant, Babu Satya Gopal Majumdar, the High Court Judges were 
obsessed with the idea that Mr. Fazlul Huq was behind the scene and was 
responsible for the conviction of Mr. Pollard. Sir, that was absolutely 
foreign to the issue and Mr. Pollard, us an accused, had submitted a 
written argument and in that argument he informed the court about many 
extraneous matters but not any ground. When he appealed before the 
District Judge of Nadia, the appeal w"as argued by one of the ablest lawyers 
of the province, Mr. B. C. Chatterjea. but there was also no ground in the 
appeal; and the appeal w"as dismissed on the ground, I understand, that the 
lower court liad passed a lenient sentence.' Then all of a sudden the case 
came up before the High Court, and fresh grounds which w’ere not to be 
found in the appeal petition w’ere incorporated — I do not know from where — 
perhaps they were mooted in the secret vaults of the department. And 
what is the impression that has been created, SirH The impre^ssion that 
has been created by the High Court Judges in this case is that if a party 
is powerful, if a party belongs to a particular cadre of a service, i will not 
mention which service, it is possible for that party to influence the High 
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Court Judges, — to influence according to its own desire. Sir, this impres- 
sion has been caused not for nothing. Look at the composition of the 
Bench itself.* A rule was issued by Mr. Lodge and by Mr. Das sitting with 
him. At the time when the rule was issued, Mr. Lodge in the open court 
was reported to have expressed his unwillingness to deal with this case 
because he was once a friend of Mr. Pollard. The Chief Justice, Sir Harold 
Derbyshire, insisted upon including that particular gentleman in that 
particular Bench. What was the reason? There was no dearth of Judges 
in the High Court: there were so many Judges in the High Court who in 
a series of judgments have enhanced the prestige of the Judiciary and 
enhanced the prestige of the province, and their jiulgments were upheld by 
the Federal Court. When such Judges were available, what was the point 
still in insisting upon liaving this particular friend of Mr. Pollard on the 
Bench? I can understand a particular comj)any dealing as a monopolist 
in rice: was this also a thing of that description? Was it that not merely 
a Judge was needed but a friend of Mr. 1‘ollard was needed? Tliis is the 
impression that has been created in the province. Jt is no use indulging 
in hypothetical questions: a friend of the culprit was there on the Bench: 
he did not intend to sit there as a Judge, but still he was forced to sit. The 
only sensible conclusion is that a friend was needed in this particular case 
and this friend was referred to in the judgment itself. 

Then, Sir, look at the procedure that was adopted. Letters came in — 
1 do now know how the Government allowed those letters to be placed 
before the Court : I do not know why the Government of Bengal did not 
claim about the secrecy of the letters because they were jiurely a private 
administrative correspondence between the C.’hief and Home Minister on the 
one hand and the District Magistrate on the other. In the ordinary course 
of things we, as lawyers, have experienced that even more important letters 
which w'ere wanted by jirivate parties were never allowed any use; but here 
was an entirely different case. The letters very easily came without any 
objection, without any plea being taken by the Counsel ; and that was 
because Mr. Fazlul Huq was there; be was then out of office and persons 
who did not see eye to eye with Mr. Fazlul Huq must have thought of 
making it public. Therefore, these letters were placed before the Court, 
but how could they be taken as evidence? We, lawyers, accustomed to the 
ordinary rules of evidence, know’ that there are certain i)r()visions of law 
which make evidence admissible. These letters by an unknowuj procedure 
were taken as evidence; these letters were not allowed to be tested by any 
cross-examination of the parties concerned. This, Sir, is an unusual 
procedure that was adopted and the learned Judges had so muqji to say about 
the contents of those letters but ^ey had nothing to say with regard to the 
insolent remarks of the other party. Mr. Pollard in his note*to the lower 
court said that he did not expect justice there, but he was sure that he 
would have justice in the High Court. I do now know how he was inspired 
by this prophetic vision, but the fact is that he made a forecast in his own 
case that he would lose in the lower courts, but would win in the High 
Court. Be knew that because among the High Court Judges he had 
friends, and a friend in need is a friend indeed. Therefore he could make 
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that prophecy. So, Sir, purely from the lawyer's point of view I submit 
with all temerity not only to the House but also to the Government that they 
must take stock of the position and they must take stock of the impression 
that has been created in the outside world by the shameless judgment 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Sanyal, you should withdraw the word ‘'shame- 
less”. 

Mr. SASANKA 8EKHAR SANYAL: All right, Sir; 1 withdraw the 
word “shameless”, but I say unworthy judgment of the High Court. Sir, 
as a lawyer I believe in justice and I believe that judges should be protected 
from undue criticism; but at the same time I think that when judges have 
profaned themselves and lent themselves to the suspicion of the world of 
the worst kind, when they demeaned themselves to the position of being 
hand-in-glove with the executive, I submit that it is the duty of the Gov- 
ernment to convey this impression to the authorities that be and to see that 
at least the present chief incumbent of the highest judicial court of the 
province is called back. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: As a 

man of business I must first of all deal with motion No. 2 of Mr. Shahed 
Ali. lie wants to raise a discussion about the transfer of the subordinate 
court of the third Sub-Judge from the district head(|uarters to Chandpur. 
He has explained his case and I have nothing to add. All that I want to 
say is that so far as the offices of the subordinate judges are concerned they 
must go together. Here Government have nothing to do with the selection 
of the place where these offices should go. With the common consent of 
the District Judge and the District Magistrate the place selected is 
Brahmanbaria and we have nothing to do with that. It has been decided 
that all the magisterial courts, the Di.strict Judge’s court and the sub- 
judge’s courts will be placed together so that the pleaders working there 
may have convenience; and it is for the convenience of the pleaders that we 
made it. Another difficulty is this. So far as the Subordinate Judges are 
concerned, they have got the additional power of the Sessions Judge as 
well. Now, if you want to have Sessions Judge in one place and Additional 
Sessions Judges in another place, it will be a difficult position. So, it was 
decided that all the three Subordinate Judges and the District Judge must 
work together in one place. As Brahmanbaria has been selected both by 
the District Judge and the District Magistrate for the purpose, Government 
has got nothing to do with it. 

Then I take up the question raised by my friend Mr. Dhirendra Nath 
Dalta as to the method of recruitment of* Judicial Officers, specially of the 
Munsifs. Here my friend has taken objection like this that while the 
Muusifs *fire now being appointed from those who have passed the B. L. 
Examination, they should first have training as a practitioner. I know at 
present when a Munsif is appointed, he is not given charge of any office at 
once. He is under training for some period and after that he gets court 
work. So arrangements have been made for their training. I do not find 
any necessity for going back to the old method of training these people in 
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courts where they may work practically without any brief and so allow them 
to stay there for three years for nothing. I hope my friend will agree with 
VLB in thinking that he is not right in asking us now to change the system 
of recruitment. 

Now, I must refer to the most controversial affair regarding Mr. Pollard's 
case. I do not know why a mountain has been made of a mole hill. What 
is the purport of the judgment? The judgment simply says this, that an 
officer, if he has committed an offence, must be prosecuted after sanction 
is obtained from the Government of Bengal. If that sanction has not been 
obtained, an illegal j)roceeding is taking place in the court. The highest 
court of the province says that sanction must be first obtained and then the 
work will commence. Why so much trouble? (Laughter.) You cannot 
object to that. If the sanction can be obtained and the case is proceeded 
with, you can have absolutely no cause for alarm. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: Who will pay the costs of the respective parties? Will you?) 

That is the real thing that has come out of this. Nothing more. If the 

Chief Justice actually ac(iuittcd the accused (Dr. Nai.inak.sha Sany\l; 

He has.) He has not. He has said that he will be subject to re-trial when 
the sanction of Government has been obtained and the ruling that he ha.s 
given is that until sanction is obtained, no court can take cognisance of the 
case. 

.Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Gn u point of information, vSir. 
Will Government give sanction if it is applied for? 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: I 

cannot say that. I know it is the duty of the Home Deparimctit. When 
the Police budget was under discussion, why did you Hy awa> ? ( Laughter. ) 

You must have some sense of proportion. You lost your cas<' thereby. \ ou 
are now bringing your case in a wrong place (Renewed laughtfu). 1 had 
no intention of discussing the (|ue.Ntioii of the remarks (if tin* ( hiei dustiiM' iu 
this place and 1 tried my best to avoid the issue (Mr. Kiuan Sankau Uov: 
Why don’t you discuss it. You can do it.) because 1 know if I diHcussed 
it ou its merit, my wa> of putting it will be objectionalih* t’) you all. That 
is why I wanted to avoid it and I asked ail who an* interested in it to 
allow' me to avoid it. But now it ha.s ]>cen thrust u])on me and quite 
wrongly. These confidential papers which you hu> were confidential have 
been disclosed by you. What alternative have J but to place those letters 
before this House, read them out to you and allow you to come to your own 
conclusion ? • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: We are enjoying your speech— there is no doubt about 
it. But there are so man^^ other demands. 

Mr. J0CE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: We know those letters. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You read part of them. 

The Hoit’ble Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: 1 

am putting in the relevant portions. 
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Mr, DHIREMDRA NATH OATTAi If the letters are to be read, the 
whole of them must be read. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Nawab Sahib, you know that what is generally done 
is that if you want to put in contents of a document, it is desirable that 
the whole of it should be presented. That is why I am asking you to be 
as brief as possible, otherwise it will take some time. 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur. I 

will read the relevant portions. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: No, read the vdiole of it or none of 
it. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Sir. We had 
decided with your concurrence and the concurrence of other parties to take 
up four demands today — one was to come to an end at 4 o’clock, the other 
at 4-30 and the third one at 5, 5-15 and 5-30. If you kindly ask the Hon’bie 
Minister in charge to shorten his speech, we can proceed with the next 
demand, otherwise it will be impossible to finish the items. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it has been the 
tendency of the Opposition, as you must have noticed, not to allow Ministers 
to have their say. The Hon'ble Finance Minister was not allowed to read 
his statement. They demand 5 minutes and then take 10 minutes. Even 
if we have to sit up to the time of breaking fast, the Nawab Sahib should 
be allowed to have his say. Ministers shall not be kept back. 

Mr.8PEAKER: I quite see that this demand was timed from 3 to 4 p.m. — 
for one hour. We have already exceeded it by half an hour and most of 
the time has been taken up by the Opposition — there is no doubt about it. 
So it would be unfair to deny any time to the Hon’bie Nawab Sahib. More- 
over, there is no doubt that you are also enjoying. I would request Nawab 
Sahib to be as brief as po.ssible. 

The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AINp Khan Bahadur: Here 

are those precious documents (Interruptions). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: He must read the whole thing. 

. The Hon’bie Nawab MU8HARRUFF H088AINp Khan Bahadur: Just 
have patience for ten minutes (Uproar). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order, Sir. Mr. Abdur 
Rahman SidiKqi in his usual way not knowing the position had made certain 
reflections. Sir, the position is that wfe had claimed during Budget 
demands a much longer period for discussion. As a compromise it was 
agreed that Government will take at most 15 minutes out of the time 
allotted and if they put up any other speaker, the Minister will have to 
be shut out. We cannot help it. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: There was no such agreement 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes; the time was fixed up. 
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Mr, SPEAKER: It is no use quarrelling. The fact is that there was 
an agreement, but there was certainly no agreement that nobody on Gov- 
ernment side should speak. Nawab Sahib, I would request you to be as 
brief as possible. 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Here 
is the 4th letter of the Hon’ble the Chief Minister or rather the ex-Chief 
Minister. It runs thus: “My dear Mr. Cliatterjee, I am again sending 
Mr. Syed Badruddoja to you (Interruptions and loud uproar). 

Mr. SYED BADRUDDOJA: Just let him finish (continued interrup- 

tions). 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: On a point of order, Sir. The 
letter appeared in the press. 

Mr, SPEAKER: I do not know. I cannot say if it is a fact, but as 
far as I remember, this letter w’as perhaps exhibited in the case itself, and 
it would be better if you, Nawab Sahib, give a gist of it here. 

(At this stage the Hon’ble Minister left his seat and went to consult the 
Judicial Secretary.) 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Sir, this is Mr. Amery’s self-governing 
Institution (Laughter) . 

The Hon'ble Nawab MUSHARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: Here 
is what the Hon’ble ex-Chief Minister wrote. As a matter of fact he thinks 
that the evidence (Loud uproar and continuous interruptions). 

Dr, NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: This is sheer waste of time. Sir, the 
question be now put. 

(Both Mr. Sasanka Sekhar Sanyal and Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi rose 
on points of order.) 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Yes, Mr. Sanyal. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Sir, I have also risen on a point of 
order, I demand my right. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: Two of the honourable members, one to my right and 
one to my left, both rose on a point of order, and Mr. Sanyal caught my 
eye first. Therefore I think he ought to rise on his point of order first. 

Alhadj GYA8UDDIN AHMED CHOUDHURY: That f^low from Sind 
is always disturbing ! * ^ 

(A voice from the Ministerial Benches: What about the Faridpur manP) 

Alhadj GYA8UDDIN AHMED CHOUDHURY: Faridpur is in Bengal. 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: Sir, my point of order is simple. 
We hav^ no objection to the letters being read out as such, but here in this 
particular instance when the Speaker who is the highest in this House has 
repeatedly given .instructions to the Hon’ble Minister not to read out the 
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letters in extenso but to give only a gist of them, after that the Hon*ble 
Minister insisted upon reading those letters from the beinning. This is 
highly objectionable. I will not allow the dignity of the Chair to be flouted 
in this way. 

(Cries of ^'oh, oh’* from the Ministerial Benches.) 

Mr, SPEAKER: Nawab Sahib, I do not think time will permit you to 
read out so many letters. Don’t read them please; just give a gist. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: On a point of order. Sir. Have I 
caught your eye? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: On a point of order, Sir. Do the 
rules of debate disallow me from repeating once again a quotation that has 
been made? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I will certainly not allow unnecessary repetition. 

(Mr. Abdur Rahman Siddiqi went on speaking and amidst uproar there 
were cries of “sit down, sit down” from the Opposition Benches.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Let me hear what he says. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: Sir, you have been good enough to 
say that you will not permit unnecessary repetition. But if an argument is 
used and I want to answer that and in doing so repetition is necessary, do 
you permit or do you not permit it? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I know that it may be necessary. At times to say that 
so and so has said something and in reply I want to say this, but here it 
is not that.. Nawab Sahib, do not read out the letters; just give a gist. 
That is my ruling. 

The Hon’hle Nawab MUSHARRUF HOSSAIN, Khan Bahadur: What 

do you mean? If I want to read these letters, you won’t allow me? 

Mr. SPEAKER: No; I won’t allow it. 

(Interruption.) 

Mr. SASANKA SEKHAR SANYAL: l^ir, before we proceed further 
will you kindly ask the Hon’ble Minister who lost his temper to make 
amends and stop his buffoonery? 

(Interruption.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: The Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hossain, Minister in 
charge of Administration of Justice, certainly made some gestu**e8 from 
which some inferences unfavourable to him may be made but we all know 
his manners. Therefore I do not take exception to that. . 
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Mr* SA8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYALS Sir, we the members of this House 
insist on his making amends for his unmannerly behaviour and for his 
insolent conduct. We do not want to excuse him this time. 

(Interruption.) t 

Mr. 8PEAKER: It is not that I took his conduct as an insolent bevaviour 
towards the Chair. If I had taken it that way I would have insisted upon 
an apology from him. But I have not taken it in that way and I think the 
whole House has not taken it in that way. 

(Interruption.) • 

The Hon’ble Nawab MU8HARRUF H088AIN, Khan Bahadur: These 
people are not in a mood to hear me, Sir. From the last portion of the 
letter you will find that Mr. Syed Baddruddoja had been sent there as an 
emissary to get at facts and to get something done and therefore I say that 
the most objectionable part of the letter is where the ex-Chief Minister had 
stated “So far as that Police Officer is concerned I will take him to task 
and I will see that he is put into difficulties”. 

(Interruption.) 

I oppose all the cut motions. 

The motion of Mr. Atul Chandra Sen that the demand of Rs. 75,12,000 
for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced 
by Rs, lot) was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Dhirendra Nath Datta that the demand of Rs. 75,12,000 
for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal that the demand of Rs. 75,12,000 
for expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Shahed Ali that the demand of Rs. <<), 12,000 for 
expenditure under the head “27 — Administration of Justice” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Nawab Musharruf Hossain, Khan Bahadur, 
that a sum of Rs. 75,12,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“27 — Administration of Justice” was then put and agreed to. 

XVII, ftQ.->lrrigatiOii. 

Tha Hon’ble Mr. BARAOA^ PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir, on the reconi- 
mendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move tl^t a sum of 
Bs. 48,13,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irriga- 
tion— Working Expenses— 18-Other Revenue Expenditure financed from 
Ordinary Revenues— 18(1) -Other Revenue Expenditure financed from 
Famine Insurance Fund — 19-Con struction of Irrigation, Navigation, 
Embankment and Drainage Works— B-Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 
68-Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works”. 
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Mfi ADWAITA KUMAR MAJI: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 48,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation — AVorking 
Expenses — 18-Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Ordinary Revenues 
— 18(l)-Other Revenue Expenditure financed from Famine Insurance Fund 
— lO-Construction of Irrigation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage 
Works — B-Financed from Ordinary Revenues and 68-Construction of Irri- 
gation, Navigation, Embankment and Drainage Works” be reduced by 
Rs. 100. Sir, this is to raise a discussion about the failure of the Govern- 
ment to maintain Damodar Embankment which has recently created a great 
flood havoc and loss to the people of Burdwan. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^ 

^ C^, otRI ^ CcTt^ 

I ^ m '3 I ^ 

^ 1 , '3 ^^ 1 ^^ ^ ^ -^i^\ 

^^3 I tame turn (?r3?n 

TOir^, f¥? 4^ c^f ^ 

^f5R ^51 W ?ft C? Magistrates^ 

committee (7T report'^f% f% Ml 

Ml, ^ I ^IZW^ ftff 

I ^ ^ Irrigation 

Department4 ^ 01 TOTl^ ; 

%l (?!^ W P.W.D.’^ C5ir^ 

ft¥l ^P\l ’Tf^fsTT cm*^% <m 

w^-] 4^: ^P\i ^ 4^ ^Ti ?^t?r 

^T^Ti ^ ^ of' 3^1 Mtt 1 ^tt3r?r 

^'3TO, (TT^ 45fW^ CSTtr^ ?tp, 

’PT® f%f Pfnr 4^* (TT Irrigation Department4^ 

4^s '*Wt5<4l ^5f?l C«ff^ ■5J55*1 m '3 ffll 4^* I 

Grt ^ <m I 4^^ 

'8r^ 0f'3?l TOIC^, Rail Road, G. T, Road 4^^ 

Canal 4 c«T "SfTC^, (Tit fBlI tame ^| turn I 

^ ’Tr^3 order (TT ifing embankment ^1 ^5? | ^art^rt? 

^ Ri«g embankment ^ ^1 ^1 I 4 ^ 

I ?tlTrt??l ^IWBl ^ »ff^ ^ I 4 ^?tlTF Ring embankment4^ 

fr?ii "IB? ^1 ^1 ; ikiym: ^ ft<r 

^0 ^ I fBf] ?fT«f ®5 OT ?Pr, Ring embankment 

fhn CW^ (TTf^^ ^3 iJ'n ^1 ^ TO TOT^ ^ I 

^ ^ Sir William Willcocks 'Q 
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mcarm (7r5?f<fi 's ^ wii c? ’?rrr 

Director-stef 'Q M3 CST^TI C*r TOH ^ 

(TT^ Ff^Tf^t^ ^T 

Govemmentii]^ 1%t*N I ^v54l '3 

frgfrl '^^ 'SR»tjfT ?rClT I Dr. Bentley >[tm TTn f^'55tc^ 

Director %5Fi | W^ C^ ^14^ (TTt ’PR f^l'^ 

^ I ^ (m ^ '?TTr fiRc?r <tf*M ^ 

Government commuiiique<i) ^^1 C^Rf^ 4R «RT 

^r5l?rfWt%Rr, Executive Engineer gv|fe4 <il4fl» committee 

I committee fV report ^ ^ I T^’TPf CW^TPl 

?tPrt^ ^’41 51^, ^ 3 TtTPR 4“<t^ ^fl^T 

Government c? committee 4C<fC^ C’T^ 4^1^ ^ TOf Sir 

Wilb'am Willcocks report '3R4tft 4*^^ C'r*! ^Tl I ^ 

*fPVPT^^ 4RC4 ^<1 ^41 44C^ FP- . ^ MiJ 

f^4 01 C42R 4t*ll, 4t41, C^5?n, ’PTS 4fH3f%C4M3 

4t^, regulator 4^4 C4CF4 ^mi ^ 

^ 44C^4, &5tr3 CWI 4^ ^’?T MS I f4« (TTBRT CW5T14 

C4Pl !f4Pl 41 54 ^PMS 4Pr?1 44iPR I 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Mr. Speaker, Sir, 1 l)pg lo move that 
the demand of Rs. 48,13,000 for exp(*iidiiure under the headw “X\II — 
Irrigation — Working Expenses,” etc., he reduced by Rs. 100. 

Sir, 1 move this motion to raise a discussion about — 

(t) the failure of Government to prevent tlie havoc created lljrough the 
recent flood of the Damodar river devastating a large area in tlie Burdwati 
and Hooghly districts, although suitable measures had been suggested with 
this in view by Mr, Glass as early as 10:20, and by Mr. Adams Williams 
and by Sir William Willcocks more than 15 years ago; 

(n) the failure to plan and give immediate eflect to measures for a 
long-term remedy of the situation created through the Damodar flood ; 

(iu) the failure to check the adoption of patchwork remedies like the 
construction of additional embankments to fill up the gap caused through 
the breaches in the present embankment, regardless of t}«^ ultimate conse- 
quences of such a patchwork, ®on the economic and public health conditiona 
of the population living in the Damodar basin and in Calcutta; and 

(iv) the failure of Government generally to promote more extensive 
schemes for irrigation in different parts of the province, particularly to 
further the “grow more food campaign”. 

Mr# Speaker, Sir, 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI; On a point of order, Sir. 
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Dr. HALIHAKMA BANYAL: Sir, I am not going to yield to his 
point of order. He always raises silly points of order. I would appeal to 
him to refer to the particular Eules of Business before he raises a point of 
order. He does not know the rules and he raises points of order which 
ultimately prove to be no points of order. I would appeal to you, Sir, not 
to allow him to raise such points of order. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I seek your protection, Sir, for 
the words used against me for I am within my rights here to raise a p<Jint 
of order. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Unfortunately for me, I mean, for the Chair, the 
rules are imperative, namely, that when a member rises on a point of order 
I have got to listen and give a decision and all other business for the time 
bging must he suspended. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I appeal to you, Sir, to ask him to 
quote the rules under which he is bringing this point of order. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: 1 seek your protection, Sir, and 
I wish you to give your ruling, either in your Chamber or here, for the 
language used by him against me. because if this is allowed I may also use 
similar language. 

Now, the point of order I wanted to raise was whether cut motions, on 
the top of which is written “are not admitted yet”, and, secondly, cut 
motions giving arguments and reasons, are allowed under your permission. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the rule under which this 
point of order has been raised, Sir? If the Rules of Business are not 
infringed, no member has the right to rise on a point of order and thereby 
waste the time of the House. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Mr. Siddiqi, these motions, I can tell you, are 
engaging my attention — whether there ought to be elaborate things 
like that. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDiQI: That was the thing I wanted to 
bring to your notice. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: As I was suggesting. Sir, time will 
not permit me today to give a comprehensive account of what I would like 
to be done by the Government of Bengal which has signally failed so far to 
atop the havoc of the Damodar for almost half a century and more, and 
what really ought to have been attempted by this and the previous Govern- 
ments. I would invite the attention of the Hon’ble Minister in charge to^ 
a very construirtive and capable publication of four articles contributed by 
eminent students of Science in a journal called “Science and Culture” in 
the month of September, 1943, which give a very good account of the causes 
which have led to the havoc, the manner in which these have been so\ight to 
be stemmed in the past and the remedies that should be undertaken in the 
immediate and near future. On a broad study of this position, Sir, it is 
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lound that this river, this typical hill stream can only be made to serve the 
interests of the people if Government are seriously bent upon converting it 
into a perennial river. As a consequence of periodical floods, attempts have 
been made to dam the river haphazardly, both in its upper catchments as 
well as in its lower reaches. I do not complain against the present Ministry 
for this failure because the failure has really been a prolonged one. 
Remedies had been suggested in the past by eminent experts as early as ‘20 
or 25 years ago and even more, but these remedies have, somehow or other, 
not been given effect to. Crores and crores of rupees have been spent on the 
Damodar Canal project which was after all a partial solution to the big 
problem which has to be tackled w’ith more comprehensive vision. The 
remedy that was suggested by Mr. Glass, one of the able Executive 
Engineers of the Central Provinces in 1920, included the creation of reservoir 
pools in the upper catchm^ts of the river Barakar as well as of the Damodar 
w’hich would effect a control over a large sudden onrush of winter from the 
sources of the Damodar and Barakar. Sir, 1 would invite the attention of 
Government to that report and also the subsequent analysis of the case by 
Mr. Adams Williams which showed that only wuth an expenditure of two 
crores the whole problem could be solved. That was the estimate then; it 
might have gone up now. It was first one crore fifty-two lakhs and went 
up to one crore 80 lakhs; it may be two crores or a little more now. Instead 
of attempting to tackle this problem piecemeal as a patchwork I appeal to 
the Minister in charge to look at the whole problem from a broad and com- 
prehensive point of view. 

I am glad and that pleasure of mine has already been signified through 
my not having moved a portion of the motion given notice of; 1 am glad 
that the Hon ’hie Minister has started on the right lines by appointing a 
representative and expert (Committee presided over by the Maharujudhiraja 
Bahadur of Burdw^an — one wh(» is intimately connected and concerned with 
the havocs of the Damodar. I am sure that if the Committee is ])ermitted 
to function properly and independently it would give us a report at an 
early date which, if acted upon by Government, would give us the much 
needed remedy. I do hope it will be permitted to work and no attempt 
will be made to sabotage it by putting la^^mien on the job and taking away 
some, as is customary with the present Government. (A voice: Present 
Government?) Yes, the present Government; you are always changing 
members of committees in party interests. Leaving that aside I would 
invite the attention of the Minister in charge to the fact that the Damodar 
river is not merely a problem of^ portion of Burdwan and Hooghly districts; 
it is a problem of Calcutta and greater Calcutta as well. 'Jhere is just a 
possibility of the Damodar suddenly breaking through and meeting the 
eastern channel through the Hooghly somewhere above Calcutta. If that 
contingency ever comes about — and it is not an unlikely contingency — even 
this year it could have happened — then the safety of the city of Calcutta, 
the por^ of Calcutta and the entire suburban areas of Calcutta would be 
seriously in danger. In this light of things the matter should be examined 
with, much greater sense of responsibility than has been possible in the past 
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and I implored the Hon’ble Minister in charge to see that mere financial 
considerations or considerations of vested interests might not be permitted 
to stand in the way of having a permanent solution of the problem. As we 
laymen see things, if the Damodar is properly trained, if it is converted 
into a perennial river, there would be immense benefits not only to that 
area but also to the entire province of Bengal, because, Sir, it will help in 
quicker transportation at a cheap cost of coal and mineral products from 
that area through the Damodar which may be converted into a perennial 
river by artificial means with the aid of science. It would help in creating 
a flourishing place down below the ridges where now niularia takes a heavy 
toll in parts of Hooghly and Burdwan districts. It would make Calcutta 
iiafer; it would also enable hydro-electric schemes to be taken up to provide 
cheap electric power to a very large part of Western Bengal. All these 
possibilities are there. It is my humble opinion leased on a careful study of 
things that the money that 'would be needed for atforestation and to create 
permanent reservoirs on the upper catchments of the Damodar and the 
Barakar would never be wasted. 

I would conclude, Sir, with an appeal to the Hon’ble Minister in one 
other respect that there must be a complete reversal of the ])resent policy — 
the policy of attempting to stop breaches by putting up embankments and 
raising the embankments higher and higher up or by strengthening the 
embankment by another second embankment, and so on and so forth. That 
will not bring about the relief sought for. There is at present an attempt 
which I have heard and w'hich the Hon’ble Minister the other day, when I 
asked the question, strongly protested against — and I want a categorical 
denial from him today — to raise the embankment, to stop the breach and to 
have a protective embankment of 2(1 miles long with some water-logged area 
in between left. Sir, I have had a rough examination made of the price of 
land acquisition alone w’hich will be involved in this and it came to about 
48 lakhs of rupees for a length of 20 miles and for the width of the open 
space that is desired to be kept there, and 48 lakhs of rupees would be 
simply wasted and such a large area would be completely kept out of 
cultivation entirely if the present scheme that is being sponsored by some 
less competent executive officers of (jovernment is proceeded with. I 
strongly urge that the.se schemes must not be proceeded wdth. When Gov- 
ernment have appointed a committee, let the committee sit as quickly as 
possible, send us a report as early as practicable and we can surely wait for 
one month or two months to come across a really practic4ible scientific 
solution of the problem, and it is only after such report is available that 
Government should embark upon any propcisal that they want to. 

Incidentally I want to invite Government's attention to other smaller 
schemes, particularly the ‘.‘More Scheme” in Birbhum for which my friend 
Dr. Sharat Chandra Mukherji has given notice of a cut motion but which 
he could not possibly move because of shortness of time. This ‘‘More 
Scheme” is also similarly situated. The scheme has been completed, 
Glovernment officers have everything prepared and plans also made out. 
Il relates to another catchment area of the Ajay and of other rivers in the 
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Birbhum district, and these also have problems similar to Damodar 
although in a much smaller scale. I would appeal to the Government to 
see that all these beneficent schemes be pursued properly in spite of 
conditions created through the war. 

Mfi PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEEs Sir, I shall be very brief. The 
Damodar river and the difficulties connected with the Dauiodar river are 
problems of irrigation of first-rate importance in Western Bengal. Sir 
William Willcocks describinl the methods pursued in (‘ontrolling the onrush 
of this wild river as the shackles of Satan. The shackles of Satan this year 
again have burst with the result that not only 300 to 400 square miles of 
area are under water but the whole of transport facilities between Calcutta 
and Burdwan have broken down with incalculable results upon the lU’ovince, 
specially in these days of food shortage and shortage of other commoditiei. 
I should like to ask the Hon’ble Minister as to what steps have been taken 
for the purpose of carrying on the regular and normal traffic subject to war 
conditions between Howrah and Burdwan. The breaches took place in July 
last and today we are by the end of September. 

The next question which I .should like to ask of the Hon’ble Minister is 
this. We have been told in a Government Press Communique issued after 
the floods that the river Damodar has chayed its course and it is about lo 
join with the Ganges at a. place between the Ban del railway junct ion and 
Nabadwip. I am giving wide areas because most of the members of this 
House are not familiar with the topography of the place I am describing. 
I should like to have the views of the Hon’ble Minister on this very 
important point beciause if the course of the river changes then many more 
important problems of irrigation are bound to arise. At one time it was 
supposed that the Damodar embankment towards the Howrah side will 
flood the other part of the river but will make the railway system quite safe, 
that is to say, we could by the fastest train travel between Burdwan and 
Howrah within an hour and 15 minutes. That possibility may disappear 
altogether and I should like to have the views of the Hon’ble Minister on 
this particular point. 

Last of all, I see the Hon’ble Minister has appointed a committee and T 
had the privilege of discussing the matter with my friend Dr. Meghnath 
Saha and the article which he has written in “Scien{x* and Culture”. I am 
sure the attention of the Hon’ble Minister must have been drawn to this 
article, but the solution there suggested is a solution which is not dependent 
upon this Provincial Government but is dependent upon a co-operation 
between two other Provincial Governments with the assistarfce of the Centre. 
I should like to know from tfie Hon’ble Minister as to what steps he has 
taken for the purpose of convening a meeting of the commfttee and for the 
purpose of co-ordinating the efforts of the Provincial Governments with the 
Centre so as to be able to solve this urgent problem. 

Sir HENRY BIRKMYRE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the breach on the left 
bank ol the Damodar river on the 17th July was a disaster of the first 
magnitude. Government must be aware of the tragic effects this breach 
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has had on the food supply position. They must also know of the serious 
effects it has had on the war effort. It was not howerer until the 6th 
August, three weeks after the occurrence, that Government appointed a 
committee consisting of the Chief Engineer, Communications and Works, 
Irrigation Department and the District Magistrate of Burdwan to enquire 
into the causes of the breach. 

The personnel of this committee scarcely shows appreciation of the 
gravity of the situation. A major catastrophe has occurred and Govern- 
ment propose to meet it with the usual departmental enquiry. We do not 
feel that such a departmental enquiry can possibly probe deeply enough into 
the causes of the breach. The very occurrence of the disaster itself suggests 
that the department has been guilty of failure to act on expert advice after 
previous floods, and lack of foresight, if not of negligence (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: But it is not a departmental enquiry). And it seems clear to us 
that the department cannot be judges in the matter. We feel that a much 
more searching enquiry’ by independent experts should be held into the 
cauiJes of the breach. In any case, we consider that the report of the 
departmental enquiry should have been submitted by this time, and vve 
want to know when the report will be submitted and when Government will 
publish the findings of the committee. This is a matter which concerns the 
Government of Bihar as well asihe Bengal Government, and we are pleased 
to learn that a committee, on which the Bihar Government will be repre- 
sented, is being set up to advise on the steps to be taken to prevent further 
breaches. 

It has been admitted by Government that denudation of the catchmeiit 
areas of the Damodar river in the Chota Nagpur Hills has been one of the 
main causes of the floods. We understand that schemes of atforestatiou 
have been recommended by forest officers over a long i)eriod of years, but 
nothing has been done because the Government of Bihar and the Govern- 
ment of Bengal could arrive at m» financial settlement. We would like to 
know from the Hon'ble Minister that this question of afforestation is being 
taken uj) immediately with the Government of Bihar and that it will be 
pursued until a settlement is reached. 

These floods are caused by a sudden down rush of water from the Chota 
Nagj)ur Hills, and this can only be prevented by afforestation which will 
retain (he water and release it gradually. We would like to be assured, Sir, 
that this committee will proceed uith this work immediately and that it 
will be instructed to submit its report at the earliest possible date. 

Finally we should like to have from the Hon’ble Minister an account of 
the steps which have been taken to repair the breach and to strengthen the 
embankment. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Mr. Speaker, Sir. I had no intention 
in taking part in today’s debate but for certain statements made by the 
Hon’ble Mr. B. P. Pain in the Legislative Council yesterday, who rumbled 
and talked beside the point. I knew that he is a lawyer. I will* simply 
read out the speech he delivered in the Council, which has been published 
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in the Hindusthan Standard of today (24th September). It runs a» 
follows 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is not necessarj" to read from a newspaper like this. 
You can reproduce it. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED. This is a report from that speech 
which he is reported to have made on the floor of the House. He dis(*UR8ed 
about the policy, he attacked the past (lovennnent and in tliat eon* 
nection he mentioned my name. With repfard to the point raised by 
Mr. Srish Chandra Chakrabarty alwut the want of irrigation .schemes in 
this province, the Minister said that “the polii'v of the present Government 
is one of complete disagreement with that of our i)redeep8S()r Mr. Shams- 
uddin, the Minister wdio w^as in charge of tlie Department of Irrigation 
before us. He told the Assembly in his last budget si>eeeh that schemes of 
irrigation had to he curtailed and that more curtailment will be made in 
future because the war is on. That is not the view of the present Govern- 
ment. Our view is that for the very reason tliat the war is on much more 
food has got to be produced. To get more food we must bring more land 
under cultivation. Therefore it is the considered ]>o]icy of this Govern- 
ment that more and more mom‘y slioubl be made available for irrigation 
and irrigational schemes should be put through as eiirly as possibb^.” 

Sir, 1 do not know wh(‘ther Mr. Ibiin \\ent through the whole of the 
s])ee<di that I delivered last time, I mean my hudgtd s]»ecch. It is true. 
Sir, that I said that most of the department’s engineers were taken over by 
the (lovernment of India under orders of the (iov(*rninent of India to 
jU’o.Necute the sjieciul works tor war. Tliat is the reasun why 1 said tliat the 
stafl is denuded. 1 could have understood Mr. Pain’s stateimoit if lie had 
spoken after dusk. Jt might have meant something. Jbjt I find that the 
Council was lield in the morning. I ilioiight tliat Ik' should have l)c(*n in 
liis projier senses. In the last j»aragiaph ot my s])eec}i 1 said that whatever 
I have said before all that <-an lie done in the jireseni dejilorulile state of 
affairs and tliis is hound to continue at least .so long as the war lasts. I 
said that neither the work.s in progres.s nor such new ones as are imiiera- 
tively urgent or have special bearing on urgent food production are put off. 
It is very funny. Mr. Pain said “complete disagreement”. W^here is the 
complete disagreement)^ He w’ants food production. I also said the same 
thing. I do not understand why he waxed eloijuent. He said that the 
past Government bungled the food pndilein. While we were in the 
Ministry, the price of rice rose u]) to Its. lo or Its. Hi ami now it is Rs. 45 
and even Rs. (iO. It is the present (iovernment whiel has bungled. 
Mr. Pain said that he was in%mp]ete disagreement with t]ie poliey of the 
past Government. My friend should read the budget speech again and get 
some information there. 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I am 
obliged to Dr. Sanyal for the very conciliatory speech he made and for the 
small dose of appreciation which I got from him. The criticisms which 
have been made in regard to the policy of irrigation have all been criticisms 
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of the previous Government’s policy of inaction. And I confess, Sir, that 
I myself have been an unrelenting critic of that policy since the day I was 
called upon to deal with the irrigation problems of this province. 

Sir, there is more than one motion relating to the flood and breach of 
the Damodar. Floods, as we all know, are natural calamities for which no 
Government can be held responsible. Floods will go on occurring in this 
as in every other country wherever there are hill streams. And in the 
present state of things, for which this Government is not responsible, 
breaches in the Damodar embankment, I am afraid, are not preventible 
calamities. 

The Glass scheme to which Dr. Sanyal has referred has been before the 
country for more than 20 years. This Government has lost no time in 
appointing a Committee consisting of the best available experts to advise 
about the means and methods of arresting silt and flood water in the catch- 
ment areas in Chota Nagpur and the Committee has been asked to advise 
specifically on the suitability of the Flood Control Reservoirs in the upper 
catchment areas and on afforestation in Bihar. 

No sane Government could plunge into measures involving expenditure 
of crores of rupees without being assured, on the best authority, that the 
schemes are suitable and I have not the slightest intention of putting myself 
hastily into any glass scheme to enable any one in this House to throw 
stones at it at his leisure. 

The work of closing the breach in the Damodar was work of immediate 
necessity. No doubt some opinions have been expressed to the effect that 
the river was changing its course. The latest report which 1 have received 
this morning indicates that work of closing the breach is nearing completion, 
and, for accidents, we can expect it to be closed in the course of the next 
7 or 8 days. Government can very well congratulate itself that working 
between floods and freshets, its officers have, been able almost to close the 
breach against almost overwhelming odds. The river began to rise and the 
river rose more than once since July, and even as late as 12th September, it 
rose, making deep water work very difficult. Remedial measures will be 
examined by the expert committee which, Dr. Sanyal has himself admitted, 
is a committee well constituted and most competent to advise in the matter. 

One thing intrigues me about these cut motions and that is no member 
of the Krishak Proja Party has got up to move any cut motion in connection 
with Irrigation. Either the Krishak Proja members have ceased to take 
any interest in matters vital to the Krishaks and have taken up Mahasabha 
work instead, oi^ they want to put in cold storage the history of 16 months’ 
administration of their leader Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad of this Department 

I shall now acquaint the House very brfefly with the policy of the 
present Government about which information has been sought and I repeat 
once again that the policy of the present Government in regard to irrigation 
is one of complete disagreement with the defeatist policy of the previous 
Government. Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmad has sought to draw my attention 
to the fact that I did not read his last speech and I was wrong in attributing 
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to him in my speech in another House that he had curtailed the irrigation 
programme very considerably. If he reads again the speech he delivered in 
March last, he will find himself saying “the programme of new expenditure 
in regard to Irrigation has to be drastically curtailed to satisfy the require- 
ments of Military and Civil Defence”. This Government does not share 
that view; nor does it share the view, he then also expressed that “because 
some of the superior engineering stall' had been dei)Uted on special duty with 
the Government of India, the normal activities of the department have to 
be curtailed and that it will be necessary to curtail them still further as 
the war progresses.”* That was the language used by Mr. Shamsuddin 
Ahmad. He said that he could not find it. He is obviously paying the 
penalty of reading a speech which somebody else wrote for him. 

Our policy, Sir, is just otherwise. We feel that as the war progresses, 
more food is required and has got to be produced and more lands should be 
brought under cultivation and more Irrigation scdiemes should be launched 
and immediately executed, not merely to produce more food for the ordinary 
normal consumption of the province but for those engaged in war activities 
and war production. 

dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: W here is the money provided 

The Hon’hle Mr. BARADA PR08AMNA PAIN: Money is coming. 
Please hear me. It is indeed a tragic fact that more than forty hundred 
thousand acres of land lie uncultivated from year’s end to year’s end for 
want of irrigation facilities. 

Proper and thoughtful irrigation and drainage of these lands would 
produce bumper crops year after year and we would md have to cast wistful 
eyes to the Punjab or to Sind for a dail} mouthful of food. 

1 repeat that the war does not make the slightest difference about 
execution of these schemes. It is mostly earthwork which has to be done, 
and involves no elaborate masonry, concrete or steel work. 

During the short space of 4^ months which we have had at our disposal, 
we have re-examined a large number of important irrigation schemes, and 
have arranged for their execution as soon a.s the rains hold off. We have 
been able to enlist the sympathy of the Government of India from whom 
we have received substantial grants and more may be on the way. 

Mr. M. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: That was done by m» 

The Hon'ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: Ther<i is not an 

atom of truth in that claim. That claim is contradictory to his reported 
speech. Sir William Stampe, Irrigation Adviser to the Government of 
India, made, at my request, three trips to Calcutta to make personal contact 
with us and to examine our schemes on the spot : and I gratefully acknow- 
ledge thefhelp which we have received from him. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: No legacy this time! 


16 
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The Hofl’ble Mr. BARAOA PR08ANNA PAIN: Sir William has been 
most helpful and sympathetic in these difficult times. The Government of 
India, I am glad to be able to say, has responded to our request to release 
almost all the officers it took from us and they are being distributed in 
different areas for the execution of the approved schemes. 

We have also decided on an experimental scheme of pump irrigation 
which, if it succeeds, will revolutionise agriculture in the province. 

We have done all these in the short swift space of four months, and not 
even the severest critic of this Government will say that we have been idle 
or indifferent. We are eager to do more, eager to do all we can. We are 
eager to learn from you, if you have anything to offer us. 

May we not, therefore, expect your full co-operation in these efforts? 
May we not put aside our quarrels, for the time being at any rate? 

It shames me to think that while we are bandying words and flying at 
each other’s throats, we feel no hesitation in bending our knees to desert 
provinces like Sind, and sending out to them piteous appeals for doles of 
rice and wheat which they can ill afford to spare. Why do we not all stand 
and work together and settle down to the work of relieving suffering 
humanity? 

Rightly or wrongly — rightly as all the world knows, wrongly as some 
pretend — the Ministry is in. The most frantic attempts made to dislodge 
it have failed and the most wishful thinking in the world will not bring in 
section 9d. To my friends opposite, I would therefore say, accept us, since 
you must, and co-operate with us in our efforts to execute long range 
schemes for providing at least one square meal a day for our less fortunate 
brethren. Every additional blade of corn which we grow, every additional 
drop of necessary water w^hich we let in and every drop of unnecessary 
water which we let out, will all be done for the common benefit of all, 
benefit for the Hindu, the Muslim and the Christian, benefit for all consti- 
tuencies, Mahasabha or Muslim, Congress or Communist. 

May I say, in all humility, that talk, mere talk, noise, mere noise will 
lead us nowhere. If it does lead anywhere, it leads to frustration and 
sometimes to exasperation. I felt deeply grieved when, in a recent debate, 
Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, whose leadership we left out of honest convic- 
tions, tauntingly told us the other day that we had sought shelter under the 
protective wings of Sir Nazimuddin, the leader of the Muslim League party 
in Bengal ' 

Or. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No, no; under the Suhrawardy gang. 

The Hofl’ble Mr. BARAOA PR08ANNA PAIN: That is not what I am 
referring to yet. 

What Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu said in biting sarcasm is indeed very 
agreeably true I No truer words have ever been spoken on the floor of this 
House than that Sir Nasimuddin’s wings are protective. They are not 
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merely protectiTe, they are an honest pair of wings as well, and Providence 
has indeed been merciful that we were able, while there was yet time, to 
put ourselves under Sir Nazimuddin’s protective leadership after extricat- 
ing ourselves from Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu’s deceptive leadership. 

Last night, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu did me the honour of quoting from 
a private letter which I had written to him, for his own benefit. He read 
it without my permission, but that does not worry him in the least, because 
scruples have never been one of his strong points. 

He belongs to that famous band of ex-Ministers who value friendship so 
long as friendship is profitable and who honour friends so long as friends 
can be exploited. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: On a point of order, Sir. Has 
this anything to do with the Irrigation budget P 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: That letter contains a 
piece of wholesome advice which he very much needs, viz., that he was not 
to follow the footsteps of Ur. S. P. Mookerjee and not to go the way he 
goes. I am not in the least ashamed of the reference in it about 
Mr. Suhrawardy. In politics, as in day to day life, men shed old opinions 
and form new ones, in the light of experience. 1 did not previously know 
Mr. Suhrawardy at close quarters and the opinion 1 previously held of him 
was based on the blood-curdling stories 1 had heard from Mr. Santosh 
Kumar Basu (Loud cries and table-thumping from the Opjmsition benches)* 
Working wdth Mr. Suhraw’ardy at close quarters, 1 am today attracted by 
his wonderful devotion to duty, just as, working with Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Basu at close quarters, 1 found things out and left his leadership (Loud 
cries and uproar and table-thumping from the Opposition benches). 

And may I remind Mr. Santosh Kumar Basn that for four and a half 
years from 1937 to 1941, day in and day out, he called Mr. Fazlul Huq all 
manner of names, and made all manner of insinuations against him, but 
that w'hen Mr. Fazlul Huq included him in his Cabinet, he became one of 
his most devoted henchmen? (There was continued table-thumping and 
uproarous noise from every side of the Opposition). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, all these are atrocious lies, and we 
cannot allow this sort of calumny to be made in the House (Loud cries 
from the Government party benches and countercries from the Opposition 
benches). ♦ 

The Hon’bie Mr. BARADA ^R08ANN A PAIN: Finally^ Sir, (At this 
stage there was such a tremendous uproar and table-thumping from the 
Opposition benches as well as from the Government side that the voice of 
the Hon’ble Minister was absolutely inaudible at the reporters’ table; the 
Hon’ble Minister, however, went on delivering his speech). 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, the Hon’ble Minister is simply 
indulging in irrelevant talks. I put that the question be now put. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. BAEAOA PAOSANNA PAINs And, Sir, from what I 
know of Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu, he will yet form other alliances, unlil 
Nemesis overtakes him completely and does her inevitable work 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Amen ! (At this stage when the Hon’ble 
Minister concluded his speech there was tremendous uproar and noisy 
demonstrations from both sides of the House when both Mr. Santosh Kumar 
Basu and the Hon’ble Minister concerned were making short replies and 
counter replies). 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BASU: Sir, I congratulate Mr. Pain on his 
complete conversion (Again at this stage there wa.s noisy demonstration and 
table-thumping from both .sides of the House in which the voice of 

Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu was completely drowned) as the latest 

member of the day of his party (Loud cries and countercries from both sides 
of the House). 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PR08ANNA PAIN: ( ongratulate me, 
if you must, on any complete emancipation.” 

Finally, Sir, Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu will allow me to correct the 
meaning which lie has endeavoured to read into the word.s ‘‘Suhrawardy 
gang” which occur in ihe letter. They did not mean that Mr. Suhrawardy 
and his co-workers were gangsters, just as the Deputy Leader of the Bengal 
(hmgress Parliamentary Party, which is how Mr. Santosh Kumar Basu 
describes himself, is neither a Congressman nor a Congress leader. (Again 
tremendous uproar and cries and counter-cries from both sides.) Gangsters, 
Sir, are known by their methods, and from w^hat we have seen of their 
methods, you -and I, Sir, can have no doubt in our mind about the identity 
of the gangsters in the province of Bengal (Loud noise and table-thumping;. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. I must now^ put the motions to vote. 

Mr. 8HAHEDALI: May we know', Sir, whether Mr. Pain was practising 
as a criminal lawyer before he became a Minister? 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. 

The motion of Dr. Nalinaksha Sauyal that the demand of Rs. 48,13,000 
for expenditure under the heads “XVII — Irrigation”, etc., be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Adwaita Kumar Maji that the demand of 
Rs. 48,13,000 for expenditure under the heads “XYII — Irrigation”, etc., 
he reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and Idit. 

9 

The main demand of the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna Pain that a sum 
©f Rs. 48,13,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “XVII— 
Irrigation”, etc., was then put and agreed to. 

It will not be possible to detain the House long. I will simply 
eall upon the Ministers in charge to move the motions and 1 do not 
think it will be possible to call upon the members who have put in 
their cut motions : and then I will put the demands straight to vote. 
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SD--Givil WorHs ind &1— Civil Works not ohsrjiil ijto Roviiiuo. 

Tho^fion’bie^JMr. 4IAMDA PROSAHUA 4*AAN: Qn the recoannenda- 
tion of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 1,06,16,000 be granted for expenditure under the heads “50 — Civil 
Works’" and “81 — ^Civil Works not charged to Revenue”, 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

4^— Industries— Industries. 

The Hon'ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN. Sir, on the recommendu* 
tion of His Excelfenov tlu* Governor I beg to move that a sum of 
Rs. 17,83,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries - 
Industries”. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

43— I ndustries— Cinchona. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: Sir, on the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 12,25,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “43 — Industries — Cinchona”. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 5-4 p.m. till 9 a.m. on SuUirday, 
the 25th September, 1943, at the Assembly House. Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act^ 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Calcutta, on Saturday, the 
25th September, 1943, at 9 a.m. 


Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Syed Nausher Ali) in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 194 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers wa*e given) 

A.R.P. recruits in Chittagong. 

*66. Dr, 8ANAULLAH: Will the Ilon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Home (Defence) Department be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing — 

(a) the number of jjaid officers recruited in the A.Il.P. in Chittagong 
. district ; 

(b) the number of upper division clerks; 

(c) the number of clerks other than upper division clerks; and 

(d) the number of posts in (n), (h) and (r) that are held by Muslims? 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME (DEFENCE) DEPARTMENT (Khan 
Bahadur Mohanmied Ali on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): 

As at 31st January, 1943. 

(a) 30. 

(b) 3. 

ic) 16. 

(d) (a) 11, (h) 1. and (c) 8. 

Delegation to Tripartita Labour Conference at Delhi. 

*67. Mr. il. N. GUPTA: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in charge of 
the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department be pleased to state 
whether the Government of Bengal was consulted by the Government of 
India for inviting delegates from Bengal to attend Tripartite Labour 
Conference held on the 6th and 7th Septenober, 1943, at New Delhi. 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state who were the persons nominated by him? 

(c) If the answer to (a) is in the negative, is the Hon’ble Minister 
considering the desirability of moving the Government of India that in 
future such delegation to the Tripartite Labour Conference should *be done 
throu,gh Provincial Government? 
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MINISTER in charga of tha COMMERaE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (Mr, Syad Abdul Majid on bahalf of tha Hon’bla 
Mr, Khwaja Shahabuddin): (a) Yes, only as regards representatives of 
Independent Employers and Unions, i.e., those not affiliated to All-India 
Organisations. 

(5) {i) Mr. Ziauddin Ahmed, President, Calcutta Corporation Emplbyees* 
Union. 

(ii) Mr. H. S. Purssell, Agent, Calcatta Tramways Co., Ltd. 

(c) Does not arLse. 

• 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Will the llon’Me Minister be pleased to state if 
there are any other unions which are not affiliated to the All-India 
Organisation ? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL M^AJID: I ask for notice 

Mr, J, N, GUPTA; Will the Ilon’ble Minister he pleased to state what 
was the consideration tor selecting the President of the Calcutta Corporation 
Employees’ Union in preference to other unions y 

Mr, 8YED ABDUL MAJID: He was nominated on account of the fact 
that he represented the Calcutta Corporation Employees’ Union which is a 
very important association. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

(answer to which was laid on the table) 

Outbreak of malaria in Tippera. 

32. Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DUTTA: (//) Is the Ilon’ble Minister 
in charge of the Public Health and Local Self-Government Department 
aware that — 

(?) there is a .serious outbreak of malaria in epidemic form in the rural 
areas of the district of Tippera; and 

(li) the situation has lieen very much aggravated by the iH»h-supply 
of quinine in the affected areas? 

(h) If the answer to {a) is in the affirmative, will the Ilon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps, if any, the Government have taken or 
propose to take in order to combat the situation? 

MINISTER in charge of PUBLIC HEALTH and LOCAL SELF- 
GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENT (the Hon’^le Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Jalaluddin Ahmad): (a){i) No, but the onset of mahiria has been more 
severe than usual in certain areas. 

(ii) No. 

(6) Five temporary medical licentiates were apiminted at the cost of 
Govemnffint for carrying out anti-malaria duties in the vitally affected 

areas. 
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JWr. Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state what 

are the ar^s affec^d by malaria in the district of Tippera ? 

Khan Bihib HAMlDUaDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mfi 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to state if he 
is aware that there has been a stealth of quinine to the extent of 78 lbs. 
from the office of the District Board of which Khan Bahadur Abidur Reza 
Cboudhury, m.l.a., is the Chairman and Khan Sahib Fariduddin Ahmed, 
is the Vice-Chairman? 

Mfi SPEAKER: Your question does not strictly arise out of the main 
question . 

Dr.^NALINAKBHA 8ANYAL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased 
to state with reference to answer (h) about the appointment of medical 
licentiates, what amount of quinine has been allotted to the district during- 
the particular period as compared with the previous period ? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Additional 100 lbs. of quinine 
sulphate has been granted for the District Board which has been handed 
over to the Chairman. 

Oft NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How was this 100 lbs. distributed? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: It was distributed through the 
agency of the District Board. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that out of this 100 lbs. 
nearly 80 lbs. w’as lost because it was stolen or somebody managed to get it 
disk'ippeared while in the custody of the Chairman ? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: No 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: What is the report of Government 
regarding the missing quinine from the District Board office? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Does not arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Whether it arises or does not arise, it 
is for the Speaker to S4iy. Don’t arixigate to yourself the Speaker’s function. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Khan Sahib, when you reply “no”, they have got a 
right to know on what authority you say so. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir, Dr. Sanyal did not ask that. 

Dr. NALKIAK8HA 8ANYAL: Has the attention of the Government 
of Bengal been drawn to any report of any *io8s of quinine or theft of quinine 
from the District Board office of Tippera? 

Khan 8ahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: I want notice. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: In view of the definite allegations made 
on the floor of the House just now, will the Hon'ble Minister be pleased to 
state whether Government consider the desirability of enquiring as to 
whether there has been any abuse of quinine ? 
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KHifi Sahib HAIilDUDDIN AHMAD: Governm€nt will niaka an 

enquiry. * 

Srijut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: AVill the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state what are the aj^encies through which quinine is being' 
distributed to the malaria-stricken people? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Dispens^iries as well a.s the 
Public Health staff of the District Board. 

Mr, 8HAHEDALI: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
whether in the last session Maulvi Shahedali, m.l.a., put a question aa 
regards loss of quinine and that was denied by Government ? 

♦ 

Mr, SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr, M. A, F, HIRTZEL: Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state 
what the qualifications of temporary medical licentiates are and whether 
there is any new dep^irtment? 

Khan Sahib HAMIDUDDIN AHMAD: Genemlly they are passed 
doctors of Government Medical Sch<H)ls or recognised Medical Schools. 

High prices in controlled shops and Government shops. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: May 1 invite your attention, Sir, and 
the attention of the Government to the serious state of affairs prevailing in 
some of the controlled shops in Calcutta and Government shop.s where prices 
are being charged higher than those notified under the Government press- 
note to be the proper prices. I have got a letter of complaint from one 
Babu Haridas Chatterji, a very respectable citizen and son of Babu Gurudas 
Chatterji inviting the attention of the Food Executive Officer that though 
Government notified 7 annas as the price of atia per seer from the 27th 
August, 1943, he was charged 8 annas per seer and to that the Foo<l 
Executive Officer officially replied that the Government order reducing the 
price was received in the office late and therefore for some days the stores 
were charging higher prices. We would like to know whether there is any 
black-marketing to be permitted by Government shops and whether Govern- 
ment shops will be permitted to charge higher prices when jiress notifications 
are issued directing all and sundry to charge lower prices? 

The second point I would like to know* i.s w hether Goverffmenf have made 
any arrangement to see that \he supplies against rations are maintained. 
For some days in the last few weeks no atta was available* in my quarter. 
We are told that so far as wheat and w^heat products are concerned they 
h^ve arrived in Calcutta in plenty and yet, Sir, for a number of days in the 
last few weeks no wheat has been supplied to people who have got ration 
cards issued and are attached to Government shops. In this connection we 
would ^90 like to enquire whether Government have made any arrongements 
to provide the customers, that is, the public with any ration, that cannot be 
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supplied in a particular week, in the following week when supplies can be 
available. The position has been most deplorable beoause once the ration- 
card holder goes to a shop and does not get the ration he is not allowed the 
ration which they cannot supply on the following day or week. The whole 
ration goe1» absolutely lapsed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That will do. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I was waiting for the Hon’ble Chief 
Minister or the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies to come and reply. 
That is the reason why I have been speaking for some .time. The Gk>vern- 
ment shops are black-marketing. They are charging higher prices than 
what the Government themselves notified they should charge by which the 
public shopkeepers are bound. For son]be days no atta is available and no 
mustard oil is available in shop No. B9 at 202, Rash Behari Avenue. Sir, 
we would like to know what arrangements (jovernment are making to 
prosecute the persons who are responsible for charging higher prices and 
whether they are liable under the Defence of India Rules to be prosecuted 
^8 others have been prosecuted. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: If evidence is there 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have put it in already. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: We will take most drastic 
steps against any one, whether Government shops, control shops, hama 
shops or any other shops charging higher prices than those fixed by 
Oovernment. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: The Hon’ble Minister’s answer relates 
to only one jwrt of the question and the other part of the question has not 
been answered. What about supply that Government shopkeepers, for days 
together cannot supply to ration-card holders attached to Government shops ^ 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I think Sir Nazimuddin has said that he will take all 
possible steps. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That is not the point, Sir. He has not 
touched the question I have just now^ put. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is Wcause he w'as not here then. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I have specifically put the case of shop 
No. B9 located^ at 202, Rash Behari Avenue. For days together no atta 
had been given to the ration-card holders. For weeks no mustard oil has 
been given and yet these people Tvhen they go back again are told that 
their former quota has lapsed. From where will they get supplies? They 
«re attached to particular shops and if they do not get them there where will 
they get them from? Government must make arrangements, if they fail 
to supply in a particular week due to exigencies, to supply as soon as the 
eupply oomes in the following week. It is not fair to tell the ration-card 
holder that his supply has lapsed. 
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Further I submit that the measure used in the Governmfent shops is 
found to be short in weighment. In certain commodities the shortage has 
been found to be as high as 20 per cent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is enough. 

Mttlivi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: May I have information from the 
Hon’ble Chief Minister about one thing? I have got information from my 
district which has been declared to be a surplus district 

Mr. SPEAKER: Will you kindly resume your scjit ? If there is any- 
thing of such urgenfiv as has been pointed out by Dr. Sanyal that atta is not 
available, mustard oil is not available and so on I can allow it. It is a 
thing which I can understand, but if you go on talking about the district 
having been declared a suiplus district I cannot allow it. 

Mauivi ABU HOSSAIN 8ARKAR: I am on a jH)int of information. 
Though the district has becMi declared to be a surplus district under pressure 
yet in the northern part of the district, namely, Nilphamari, we got no rice 
at all and people are dying in hundreds. 

Mr, SPEAKER: Mr. Sarkar, will you kindly resume your scat? 

Mr. SURENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, I want to draw your attention 
to a very serious matter. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. If it is such n very serious and urgent 
matter your leader is here and he ought to speak. 1 cannot allow each and 
every member to speak in this way. 

The Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: I uas not aware that an> 
Government sho]) had not been able to .suj)ply affd. Rut tliere was shortage 
of dtta in the city until the mills began lo get in suHicient sujijilies. Tlie 
honourable member is aware that peojile in Calcutta have not yet been 
rationed. Tliese Governiiieut di.stribut ing centres liave been opened for the 
purpose of giving facilities to jieojile within certain /ames but there is tm 
guarantee by Government that they would get all their (|Uotn from these 
shops. These shops have been opened to provide facilities. Some time ago 
the supply of mustard oil has been discontinued from these shops because 
the price of mustard oil has gone fai beyond the controlled price and it is 
not possible for Government to supply mustard oil at a rate higher than the 
controlled price. 


demaiId for grants. 

40— Agriculture. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur SAIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN HOSAIN: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I J^eg to move 
that a s«m of Rs. 1,33,23,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“40 — Agriculture”. 
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Mr. SPCAKEft: Mr. Sarkar, you have got 3 motions standing in your 
name. 

Maiilvi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: I shall move all the motions 
together. 

Mr, 8PEAKER; Yes, and make one speech. We have only 30 minutes 
for Agriculture. 

Mauivi ABU H088AIN 8ARKAR: Sir, I shall be very brief. I beg 
to move that the demand of Its, 1,33,23,000 under the head “40 — Agricul- 
ture” be reduced b.\ Hs. HU). The object of tliis mofioii is to raise a dis- 
cussion about the failure of (Trovernment to fix economic minimum price 
of jute. 

Sir, the all absorbing question of food suj)ply has sent the important 
question of e(!onomie ])rice of jute to the background. It is a matter for 
great regret that at this time Government are not taking any steps to increase 
or raise the price of jute. At present at least 3 maunds of jute are required 
to have one maund of rice. Therefore it has gone far below the economic 
price. On the other hand the vested interests of this country are not idle. 
In the month of Tune an agreement was arrived at by the Tute Mill-owners 
of this Province with the Government of the TTnited States of America that 
70 crores yards of hessian would be supplied to the U. S. A. Government at 
a particular ])rice and in order to make that j)rice working, various kinds of 
tricks are being j)layed on the agriculturists of this country. The Jute Mill 
owners have practically fixed the price of jute at a standard which is not 
quite economic; and which ha.s gone below the requirements of the agricul- 
turists. TV hat is being done to put down the price can be clearly understood 
if I be allowed to quote a few lines from a letter of Mr. J. X. Bhattacharjee 
published very recently in the Amrita Bazar Patnla. It says: “It was 
arranged, firstly, that the I . S. Government would not buy any raw jute 
in India until the order had Wen completed; secondly, that the British 
Ministry of Supply would not buy any jute in India at a price higher than 
the.i)rice dictated by tlie Jute Mills; and thirdly, the Indian Railways and 
Steamer Services would not load any jute in the jute districts which would 
not give direct delivery to the mills.” Thus a.ssured from all quarters the 
Jute Mills Association have accepted the order of the V. S. Government. 
Therefore it will be seen that a regular conspiracy is going on and has been 
arrived at between the Jute Mills Association and the United States Govern- 
ment, the British Government and the Government of India. Now, it has 
to be seen whi.! the Government of Bengal is doing to break through this 
conspiracy. If they say that they are nol going to do anything, I assert 
that it will be a direct betrayal of the cause of the agriculturists of this 
country. I assert, also, Sir, that if the Ministry of Bengal now give a fight 
to break through this conspiracy they will get the co-operation of all sections 
of this House and of the people of the country. If they do nol do anything, 
it will be eyident that to secure the votes of the Europeans in this Legis- 
lature they are sitting tight. Of course, the rice problem has bedome very 
acute; people are dying in hundreds and thousands in the streets. If at 
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the same tinie the price of jute also goes down and it keeps at the level 
at which the Jute Mill owners are trying to keep it, I think that such n 
position will arise in the country that it will he beyond remedy. I may 
warn the conspirators or the persons who are trying to keep down the price 
of jute, that if the Japanese now throw down from their aeroplanes hags 
of Burma rice, that will he more etficaciou.s than their bombs that are 
expected to be thrown. They must take this warning thal if they want 
that Burma should be reconquered it is better to have internal security 
in the country. Without money and without food no people can co-o])erate 
with a Government «r any set of people in a devastating war. 

Sir, I now move my next motion, namely, that the demand of 
Rs. 1,33,23,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced 
by Rs. 100. The obje(‘t of this motion is to raise a discussion about the 
failure of Government to ])rovide agricultural land to landless people in 
order to grow more food to intensify war efforts. 

We see, Sir, tliat people are daily coming from countryside to the town 
and other places, leaving their lands, for want of food. If arrangements are 
not immediately made for sending back the«e landless and other starving 
people to their native places and also arrangements are not made to give land 
to them so that they may try to grow more food, the countryside will be 
devastated and instead of the problem being solved it will grow more and 
more acute. What is needed now is a drastic law or ordinance to seize all 
the culturable fallow lands in Bengal and distribute them among the landless 
people and to try to settle them there so that they can grow food in greater 
quantity even now. 

Sir, I now move the third motion standing in niy name, namely, that 
the demand of Rs. 1,33, 23, ()()() for expenditure under the head “40 — Agricul- 
ture” be reduced by Rs. 100. The object ot this motion is to raise a 
discussion about the failure ot Government to give sufficient tac.ilities to 
agriculturists to grow more food crops in order to intensify war efforts. 

Sir, what is needed in this connection now is economic planning in order to 
grow more food. The Government should at once take uj) measures for 
irrigation for reclaiming w^aste lands and for opening water channels in 
order to bring under cultivation lands from tliose areas which are water- 
logged : they should distribute free seeds and enough money by way of 
agricultural loan or gratuitous relief to agriculturists so that they may take 
to cultivation. ^ 

(At this stage the member i^ached the time-limit but was allowed one 
minute more to finish.) * 

'fheir debts are growing, arrears are accumulating but the GovernixLetit 
is practically sitting idle. We want some plan so that people may grow 
more food and take more food in order to live a decent life, and if then the 
Government want co-operation from them they may give fuller co-operation. 

With these words, Sir, I commend my motions to the acceptance of the 
House. ^ 
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Mr. 8URENDRA NATH BISWAS: Sir, 1 beg to move that the demand 
of Rs. 1,33,23,000 for expenditure under the head ‘'40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100. The object of my motion is to raise a discussion about 
the failure of the Government to take adequate steps to enable the jute 
growers to get a proper and economic price for raw jute during the current 
jute season. 

Sir, I would remind the House that during the month of December last 
the Government of India requested the Bengal Government to grow jute in 
eight annas of the jute area while the Government of Bengal wanted to 
produce jute in only one- third of the area. Sir, the contention of the 
Government of Bengal was that Bengal needed more food crop and so the 
cultivation of jute should be so restricted tliat more land might be available 
for paddy cultivation and also that Bengal jute growers might get a fair 
and economic price. From those points of view the Bengal Government 
insisted upon the production of jute in only one-third of the jute area, but 
due to the pressure of the Government of India the Government of Bengal 
yielded and agreed to allow jute to be grown in half of the total jute area. 
I would also remind the House that when they agreed to that situation the 
Bengal Government extracted a promise from the Government of India 
that if the price of jute would fall below the economic level the Government 
of India should come to the rescue of the jute growers. Sir, .the then 
Chief Minister assured the House that the Government of India gave that 
promise in writing and there was no fear of the jute growers getting an 
economic price. That was the position up till December last. In June 
last, at the instance of the Government of India the Jute Mills Association 
made a contract with the Government of the United States and that of the 
United Kingdom for supply of hessian at Rs. 20 for II qrs, and Rs. 19-8 
for 8 qrs. Now, when this agreement between the Government of India 
and the Jute Mills Association was being effected, the price of rice ruling 
in Bengal was Rs. 30 per maund. May I ask the House to consider that 
while the price of rice was ruling at a rate of Rs. 30 and over per maund, 
was it fair on the part of the Government of India to fix the price, or at 
least agree to the fixation of the price, of hessian at Rs. 26? At any rate 
the Jute Mills Association was forced by the Government of India to agree 
to supply hessian at Rs. 26 per 11 qrs. The result was that in their turn 
the Jute Mills Association fixed the maximum price of jute at Rs. 19 for the 
top, Rs. 17 for the middle and Rs. 14 for the bottom. There was no price 
fixed for rejected jute. All thi.s was done with full knowledge that the 
price so fixed was not economical for the jvte grower to get. And yet the 
Government oi India acquiesced in the fixation of the maximum price of 
jute by the Indian Jute Mills Association. The irresistible conclusion 
is that there was a conspiracy between the Government of India and the 
Jute Mills Association to keep down the price of jute so that the United 
Kingdom and the United States Governments might get hessian at a lesser 
price. This will further be evident from the fact that the Jq^te Mills 
Association publicly expressed their intention to continue to accept 
Government orders at concessional prices. This fact we have got through 
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a responsible officer of the Indian Central Jute Committee who was deputed 
by the Indian Central Jute Committee to enquire into this matter. He 
reported to that committee that the Indian Jute Mills Association expressed 
to him their intention to continue — mark the words, Sir, — to continue to 
accept Government orders at concessional prices. They did not consider 
the question whether the prices offered to the jute grow’er was economio 
or not, but they were to supply", rather they w’ere determined to supply- 
jute and jute products to the Government of the United Kingdom and to tlie 
United States of America at concessional rates. Sir, 1 would now ask 
the Government of ^engal what have they done to break through this 
conspiracy. I asked the Hon'ble Minister in charge of Agriculture the 
other day — I ’phoned to him — what were the Government of Dengal doing? 
He said “We can do nothing but to protest”. I said “That is not sufficient. 
Should not the Government of Bengal in view of their agreement w'ith the 
Government of India approach the Government of India to come to tho 
rescue of the jute growler at this time”? To that the Hon’ble Minister 
gave no sativsfactory reply. He knows that the price policy is dictated by 
the Jute Mills and when the Jute Mills have once fixed the maximum price 
the price would not go up. It was now up to the Government of Bengal 
to move on behalf of the jute growlers in the right direction to raise the 
price and the best course was to approach the Government of India to come 
at that stage to the rescue of the jute growlers. Did the Government of 
Bengal do anything like that? If the Government of India refused to- 
interfere wdth the fixation of price by mills, then the Government of Bengal 
might ask the Government of India to purchase the entire quantity of raw 
jute at a proper and economic price. Did the Government of Bengal 
consider that step? I think they did not. 

Sir, after all if the Government of Bengal failed in their attempts to- 
persuade the Government of India to do either of the two tilings J have just 
mentioned, the Government- of Bengal might take courage in both hands and. 
fix the minimum price of raw jute in order to enable the jute grower to get a 
fair price. Did the Government of Bengal contemplate passing such a 
legislation? They did not. Sir, the Government of Bengal have in a way, 
expressed and implied, assured the jute grow-ers of Bengal that they would 
get a fair price if they grow jute this year. That assurance was com- 
municated through a press-note and the agreement witli the Government of 
India was also mentioned in that press-note. Sir, I ask, have the Government 
of India considered the fact that this jute is being grown at the cost of 
Bengal’s food crop in order to supjdy raw material to the U/iited Kingdom 
and to U.S.A. ? Did the Goverinnent of Bengal also consider the fact that a 
large portion of that jute was to be exported to South Africa? After the 
Pegging Act of South Africa has been enacted was it fair or was it just for 
the ‘United Kingdom to ask Bengal to produce jute at the cost of their owu 
food to supply jute to South Africa? 

Sir, this hae been the position of the jute growers in Bengal, but the 
Government of Bengal, whose primary duty is to look to the interests of the 
jute growers and for whose interests the Bengal Jute Regulation Act waa 
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passed, was not moring an inch in that matter. Probably, as my friend 
Mr. Abu Hossain Sarkar has pointed out, they are afraid of taking any step 
because they know if they take any step they will antagonise the European 
bloc and the European bloc will en hloc revolt against such a measure and 
they will lose their Ministership. That is the point, otherwise the Bengal 
Government are in duty bound to look to the interest of the jute growers at 
this critical time. A jute grower has got to sell four maunds of jute to get 
one maund of rice. In spite of the price control policy having been adopted 
rice is selling at no less than Rs. 45 per maund in the jute area even today. 
I got a letter from my own village yesterday that rice was selling at Re. 1-4 
per seer although the price control policy has been adopted. Sir, that being 
the position in the jute districts the jute growers are being ruined, I ask 
the Minister in charge to take courage in both hands and to adopt some 
measures to raise the price of jute in order to save the jute growers. He 
should remember that upon the prosperity of jute growers depends the 
prosperity of the whole Bengali nation. He knows that jute is the chief 
money crop of Bengal and by selling jute Bengal gets money from outside 
and he should see that Bengal should get as much money as possible from 
outside Bengal by selling jute. I ask the Government what have they done 
to save the situation in which tlie jute growers have fallen today. 

Sir, I would draw your attention to one fact that this subject was 
discussed at the last meeting of the Indian Central Jute Committee of which 
I am a member and the Indian Central Jute Committee which is a part and 
parcel of the Government of India have also expressed their views in this 
matter. I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the resolution 
that Was passed in that meeting so that he may take light about what he is 
expected to do. I would read only an excerpt from that resolution. In the 
resolution the following sentences appear: — 

“It appears further to be the wish of the Committee that the proceedings 
of this meeting should be sent to the Government of India with the request 
that they may re-examine the position as regards the price which is being 
paid for jute goods in the light of the various considerations that have been 
brought forward before the Committee, In particular, it may be pointed 
out to them that the price of jute i.s very much out of parity with the prices 
of foodgrains and the other articles which the jute grower has got to purchase. 
It may further be suggested to the Government of India that in fixing the 
price of the finished product and, consequently, also of the raw material they 
should take into consideration the increase in the cost of living and try to 
arrive at a reasonable price for jute and therefrom also for jute goods. It 
may be pointed out at the same time that if this is not done, there is a serious 
danger that the growing of jute next year may go down very considerably 
which will injure the jute industry not only for the time being but for all 
time.” 

Sir, had I the power, I could pass such a law that no jute should be 
grbwn in Bengal any more unless and until the price policy is tr|nsferred 
W the hands of the jute grower. The Government of Bengal set up a Jute 
Enquiry Committee. That committee recommended that as the jute growers 
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were disorganised while the jute mills were organised there must be set up 
an organisation to sell the entire output of jute of Bengal on behalf of the 
jute growers so that that association might dictate the price, but the 
Government of Bengal did not pay any heed to the recomuieudatiou of the 
Jute Committee. It was made as far back as 1940. Sir, I ask the llon’ble 
Minister what is Government doing? I say that the case of the jute growers 
and thus of the Bengali nation in this aspect has been relegated to a back 
position in view of course of the most pressing question of food, but after 
all jute also is no less important a matter and the jute price also is no less 
important a factor ^for the jute growers and the Bengalis at the present 
moment. 

(At this stage the member reached his time limit but was allowed to 
continue for two minutes more.) 

Sir, I will draw the attention of the House to another fact. Rupees 26 
has been fixed as the j)rice of hessian which the mills will get from the 
United Kingdom and the U.S.A. Government. This price of Rs. 20 the 
mills will get for 100 yards of hessian. Now, this 100 yards of hessian will 
weigh not more than 23 seers of jute. This product of 23 seers of jute the 

mills will get at Rs. 20 taking the j)rice as it is fixed. I think I may tell 

the House without any fear of contradiction that this hessian is made of a 
mixture of middle and bottom. The price of “middle” lia-s been fixed at 

Rs. 17 and the price of “bottom” has been fixed at Rs. 14. If you take a 

mixture of the two, the price will come to Rs. 15-8. If tlie price for one 
maund is Rs, 15-8, what will be the pri(;e of this 23 seers of jute? You may 
calculate and it will not be more than Rs. 8 or Rs. 10. Take it to be Rs. 12, 
but tlie price of the finished jirodiict is Rs. 20! During the ])re-war days tlie 
cost of manufacture did never rise beyond Rs. 3 to Rs. 4 for hundred yards 
of hessian. Take the cost of manufacture to be double of that or Rs. 8. 
Now if the price of jute is Rs. 12 and the cost of manufacture is Rs. 8, then 
the total comes to Rs. 20. Therefore tlie jute mills are making a net profit 
of at least Rs. 0 for hundred yards of hessian. (Mr. I. R. Walker: 
Nonsense.) Yes, you will say “nonsense”, but I can show you facts and 
figures. Have you got tlie courage to face them? I know liow you 
camouflage the figures, how you bungle matters. 1 know you all. (!an you 
say conscientiously that it is fair for them to offer only Its. 15 to the jute 
growers while they get hundred yards of hessian for Rs. 20? These people 
are public enemy No. 1 so far as jute growers are concerned. If the 
Government of Bengal have any sincere motive or intention to serve the 
people of Bengal and her agriculturists they should rise equal to the occasion, 
take courage in both hands and serve the interests of the jute growers at 
whose instance they have come here and have captured these gaddu^ and not 
at the instance of these gentlemen. If they have that courage, they should 
flout their opinion and in that case they would get our co-operation. We 
do not want to share in the Ministry. Come and join us and try to evolve 
a formula how to break the conspiracy and how to give a fair price to our 
jute growers. 

17 
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Srijut A8HUT08H MULLICK: Sir, I beg to move tkat the demand 
of Es. 1,33,23,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Es. 100. I move this to raise a discussion about — 

(i) ineffectiveness and wastefulness in the “Grow More Food” Campaign; 
{ii) failure to promote the cultivation of substitute ciops in the flood 
affected areas of Burdwan, Hooghly, Bankura and Midnapore; 

{Hi) failure to arrange more extensive sowing of potatoes and sugarcane 
cultivation; and 

(iv) failure to maintain a reasonably high and faiTfprice for jute in the 
current season. 

fifj (TT 

I ^ff^T <il^' ^1, 

^ ^ ^ TIPI 3T^ 

c'tNK^ I 

^-wm ^ OT I ^ TZ 

I cji ^ ^ zic4a 

'^rwc^ arzi ^ f%?^ 

^ I ^rt^rc^ ^ ^ 

OT, fim, f^'5r, ^fvfi Fi5i kfe? I 

'®ri? R^r 1 ^pit^ sfr 

^C3T? ^1 wiuTi cwm R?T I ^s(fert^?t c^f?rr#t 

^ (laughter) | 

'®rt^ ^ ^troPrc^ i 

cjj vfi ?feri (TR ^rr^T 

^ifen ?t?r I ’it*?T-wnt^ c^>3^ 

< < ^ 

I ^1 (7F>3^ ^ 11 : 

^Rtf? I ’TR I #rT- 

’OTTl ^CR^ I 7\^ 

I I fTO.?r ^t^<i ^1 ^ 

^<4"^ (Rit^ ^ ^?n ^1 1 #3(f=T 

^‘^3Ffp 7pH<rR;vT^ vfsf 7f^ '3 Tf^irf I <^^^“^ 

’prt<fR^ ^ ^P\ ^TC?tciK"R t(^f% f^^ToT^ f^rpr?n 

c'5tRr^5t^ ^ ^?rR:^ 1 (TI ^vf 

^1 c^*'T^t^ c^ I c®5ff^ 5TWfft 

^7-wrn <r tl^H (?i a '^rg^ 



1943 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


261 


TO (?T C? (y^ ^ TO I British Administra- 
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(At this stage the ineiuber having reached (he tiine-limi( resumed his 
seat.) 

• 

Mr. G. MORGAN: Sir, I beg to move that (he demand of JIh. 1 ,d*J,2‘l,(K)() 
under the head “40 — Agriculture" lie reduced liy Rs. 100. This is to raise 
a discussion about seed shortage and the necessi(y for an adequate organisa- 
tion for the distribution of seeds. 

Sir, my reason for moving this cut motion is U) draw the attention of 
Governnfent, and also of honourable members of this House, to the dangerous 
position of the seed position, not only for this coming Winter season but the 
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position which is looming in front of us as regard.s the 1944 aus and awan 
paddy crops. 

To deal with the coming Winter crop, I will give this House specific 
instances of the present hopeless position. 

A well-known Zemindary concern has given me the following 

particulars : — 

Now is the time for sowing Chaitali and Winter crops. The Concern 
has been trying to get a seed supply for their tenants^ for these crops but 
has been unable to get any. In Rajshahi application was made to the 
District Agricultural Officer at Bilmaria on 9th September and he replied 
that he was endeavouring to purchase Chaitali seeds for distribution, but 
had been unable to buy any and he suggested that the Zemindary concern 
should undertake to obtain a quantity of seed for Government. It was inti- 
mated to him that it was too late to guarantee that seeds could be purchased 
from other districts and provinces, and that it was pointless to try to buy 
seeds within the district since presumably these will be available for purchase 
by tenants. The Agricultural Officer at Berhampore said they had no seeds 
for disposal. 

This means that large areas will remain fallow or at best be sown with 
inferior seed. The same lack of foresight affected Bhndol sowings when 
cultivators in Murshidabad were obliged to sow vast areas of good paddy 
lands with inferior crops such as Kuda and Sewa. as they could not get 
other seed. 

Some d(),(K)0 maunds of seeds are required at once for the tenants of 
this zemindary to save the situation, and the question is how it can be 
procured. Has Government any satisfactory reply to this question? Now 
if this is happening in Rajshahi, Nadia and Murshidabad it surely must 
be happening in other districts in Bengal. 

I will pass on to the aus and foodgrains seed prospects for 1944. If flic 
194'‘f crop shows no surplus, and peo[de all over Bengal are starving as is 
stated, then how can Government exj)e<‘t to get the paddy and other t>eed> 
sufficient to sow over 2G million acres next year? And if the quantity 
lequired, 150 lakhs of maunds paddy is not procurable from our 194-3 crops 
at harvest time, how will the Province fare as regards the 1944 aus and 
aman paddy and foodgrains sowing? Are we faced with complete starvation 
a year hence? 

What I want to impress upon Government now is that a Seed Supj»ly 
Service should be brought into being at once. There are plenty of people 
in the mufassal who are working only part time in Co-operative Societies, 
Jute regulation units and Debt Settlement establishments, and the organis- 
ing of a Seed Su})ply Service can be done by taking a certain number of 
people from these other units for part-time work, as the seed supply work 
w'ould have to be done in the districts at harvest time. 
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The Paddy and Rice Committee, of which I was a member stated in their 
report, which I recommend all honourable members to study (^arefully in 
parajfraph 109 as follows: — 

‘‘ hitherto it — the Department of Agriculture — has lacked boHi 

the organisation and staff necessary for a Seed Supply Service that 
could meet the seed requirements of the many millions for 
Bengal’s paddy growers^’. 

The Paddy and Jlice Committee were dealing with tlie question of piiK* 
seed supply in j)articular, but their remarks apply with equal force lo seed 
supply generally. 

The pure seed supply question is baffling the Department of Agriculture 
and is still being considered by the Board of Agriculture, Veterinary and 
Cattle Husbandly, of which I am a member, the main difflcultit's being — 

(1) Continued supply of fresh pure seed; and 

(2) General demonstration for the actual getting of improved resiiltN to 

the cultivator. 

This however does not mean that Government can sit back and await 
results of discussions, (yovernment must act now and form a Seed Su[)pl,r 
Service so that Bengal can be assured of sufficient seed for all (Tops in HM4. 
For the remaining niontlis of 1943 the Department of Agri< ultnre must do 
their best to tackle at once the Winter seed supply. As ] liave shown the 
position is very serious and cannot he brushed a.side hy making notes oi) files. 
Pra(dical and immediate action is absolutely nccc.ssarv, and I want to know 
what steps are being taken by (iovernment to accjuire a leservi* of mts and 
amau seeds in view of the danger of u .serious .sloTtage. 1 would strongly 
urge the Government to purchase nus paddy seed now for next HcaHon’s 
sowings and advertise the price they will give for really sound seed. What 
I have said is more or less what everyone is thinking. But here 1 must 
throw in a doubt — only a doubt — as (iovernment has to reply. Ft is this-- 

Tf the 194‘l-44 paddy cro|»H are to turn (»ut what is said to he one of the 
largest on record, where did the seed for sowing come frorn'r 

The 1942-4d cr(q)N w’ere poor and prices w’ere high, yet the seed was 
there for the next crop.s .sowing, narnelv , 1943-44. 

Will Government tell thi.s House how much paddy seed*lor sowing was 
actually distrilmted in *1943— this year— and how mut'h they expect 
to have to distribute next year for the 1944-43 crop sowings? 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Jonab Ali (No response). Mr. Hirtssel. 

/At this time Maiilvi Abdul Wahed rose to speak.) 

I first called Mr. Jonab Ali and as he did not rise, I have called 
Mr. Hirtzel to move his amendment. 
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Mr. M. A. ¥. HIRTZEL: Sij, 1 beg to move that the demand of 
Bs. 1,33,23,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be reduced 
by Bs. 100. The object of my motion is to raise a discussion about the 
necessity for improvement of crop statistics. 

Bir, I do not think that at this stage there should be any need to raise 
a cut motion (in spite of a lot of conversation that is going on in this 
House), about the necessity to improve crop statistics. Bengal, India and 
to that extent the rest of the world have been informed for the past 20 years 
that the Bengal croji statistics are a farce. They were castigated by the 
Agric.ultiiral Ctunniission ; they were castigated by the Paddy and Ri<*e 
(;oniniitt(‘o and in a very valuable note ])rej>ared by the then Commissioner 
of the Presidency Division, Mr. Townend. They are regularly, anually, 
referred to as merely conjectural guesses in the Government of India’s ow'u 
statistical jjublication. What we on this side of the House wish to know 
is w'hat is being done about them. It is })erfe(dly obvious that in a situation 
of this kind no forecast can be framed of what^he future hiwi. in store and 
no rational planning for the present or for the future can be undertaken if 
th(‘re is no basis of fact. I assert, Sir, that throughout the duration of the 
current crisis and when it was coming on, it was unforeseen by the pred-*- 
cessors of the jn'esent Ministry because there was no basis of fact. There was 
no basis of fact to enable tlnun to realise that there would be a crisis and 
no effort was made to provide a basis of fact. Sir, I venture to remind the 
House that 1 raised this subject myself in a letter to the Press in March 
last. If I may resume, I will read a small extract. I said : “It is evident 
that in an emergency such as the, present this shortcoming is a disaster. It 
is ecjUally evident that, if, in normal times, tlicre is to be any scientific 
direction of agriculture for the benefit of those principally concerned, this 
deficiency must be made good. The j)resent emergem'v will not have been 
wdtliout benefit if it compels action and there would a])pear to be no 
reason wdiy, if the matter is handled in the forthright manner which 
emergencies require, there should not be a big improvement even so far as 
next year’s crop is concerned. It is for the Ministry — the much lamented 
Huq Ministry — and the newly constituted Provincial Marketing Board to 
decide whether they will do something constructive and fundamental in 
this matter for the good of the people.” 

AVell, Sir, the Standing Marketing Committee at the end of March recom- 
mended that action should be taken to set up a buieaii of statistics. We 
received a very ])artial assurance that something might be done. We now 
wish to know’. Sir, what the present Ministry proposes to do. I have no 
information at present on this point beyond an answer which I understand 
was lecently given iii' anoth’^r j)la<'e to a (piestion on this subject. That 
answ'er ap])ears to indicate that certain proposal were made by the Director 
of Agriculture which, owing to the fact that thej^ would cost 28 lakhs ol 
ru])ees, have been ])ostponed until conditions improve. I will only comment 
that conditions cannot improve without being made to imj)rove. Secondly, 
we were told that a random census of jute, rice and paddy had been sanc- 
tioned ; this was to be undertaken by Professor Mahalanobis at a cost of 
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Rb. 1^ lakhs. I am a very ill-informed person and I have not yet heard 
what the result of that random survey was. We were also informed on the 
15th of September that another scheme for small census of {itiuiri paddy to 
be made by Professor P. C. Mahalanobis was under examination. We were 
also informed in connection with the pro|)osal to set up a Provincial bureau 
of statistics that that was also under the consideration of the Goveniment. 

Well, Sir, I am not moving this cut motion to make a present of it to 
the Opposition (Rai Hakendh.v Nath Chaujhiuhi : We have heard enough 
on tliat line). The Ojiposition have not shown themselves in a way that 
could have earned any present from me. I am moving this cut motion to 
bring the matter to tlie urgent notice of the (Tovernment and to remind them 
that while there is a time for consideration — and J myself fully admit that 
thi> is not an eas} matter — that consideration must be endiul and drastic 
action taken. A\ e on this side of the House feel that this matter must now 
be tackled at once. 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHEDs 

TO* grow more food (TT’K motion HU:®, 

c^rf^ 4^; ^f'^i CW4 ’ic<fr 3154^?]%;? ^ carsn >4?; (TfstlR 
^ faratin ^<5 I 

31?3|^fTrtP aurplus district 'srf^flr'is' S?,'® 

rrircgf. 4$ C3r cnw^fi fV ^ii r 

4'«i* 4^t3 fsrst®! CT. CT JHTJRfn:? 

CiH?3i 5m C-sfCit (TT^ JlWJtfnrP aftWT &I® C8^ Sft® 

4313T 43p^i i:^«n ■sm't'n'l? ’fli’csmr 

CSr^Tpi 5tftxifi- JTf sn ^C5 57 I fern 5FC7 74177? 5t^ 

4^ 77 717 f^7, 47- 7^77 ^5 517 0717 777 0707 71? I 7-77, f®7 77 

517 170705 777 74 I C7 ItTR 7^ 7f7 771 7l7, '*07 47107 07? f?7t07 51077 77, 
8C\ ^177 77 57 077? 07107 07? 157107 47 77 5l7 7(7 717)7 7(77771 57, 

'51507 7l0il7 ifTI 7^5: HO\ &17I 5371 Sl^S I i7li.7 710&7 777 75 77 50705 
470 51(571 75 077'r, 07? I57l07 '7)171077 Tlfl 5lfl077 ?fl5 7‘1 71(1 47107 

50\/sC\ ^ 5-371 S(^ 1^ I 1¥3, ’tl0?7 7077 7ll77 ?07l5 7105771, 470 «tl0f7 
7l%7 TTTTlfl ?0717 7105771, 55171 7707 1707 7ft077 5l5 77*, 71^7 '»779i 507 
l77 70705 07 ^8^, SlTH (.707 5Sj,\ ^I7l7 ^171 'Tli? r77C77, 3l7* ^<^07 7)7 07077 
71 I 710^, 7fl%7l5l7 717107 7(7 58^ ?171, 5?C5 S-X i?l71 <71oiSl 77 57, -SlTO^ 
77:7077 717107 1^(5? 51^71 a^l(!^ 5l7l7 07^1 0’tO® *1107 71 I 47(7 707 07 ^^1^ , 
SlTll® *570^ ?17l7 7105771 , 71^7^1 470 5^7077 71(7771 , 7171077 7fl077 515 707 
ITOT, *1077 7l«n 707 1^, 47 77l7l7fl l7 770® 507 71 ? (7*57?, 47l^ 51^1077 

7105 ^17}^ 770® 5071 (A voice : 7l7T 7^0? IV 707?) 7(71 7f0705 

(7 707, 71717 7fill ItWTI 77057 1 07? 70517077 Wt7l7 1®®7 07, 4® 75 75 
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^ <71^ ^1 ^ ^ ^ 

^<fT I (Applause from Oppisition Benches) 

’RTC^^I (7r«ftc^ feRT 

^ ftORT WSi^ 0^, 0'\^, Ob's I <4? ^ TJl^T ftw ^ 

5t#^?ii fk ^ %c^? ^rwrf5r*ir blftro w ?rt? 

^tTf 15H 1 :)6 ^3(1^ c5rR^< f^, ^ ^ ^ 

'Bft^i c^ bt^f f^3p?r c^ c^ 

^RRTf I <7r ^<T ’TT^ c^, 

?ft^5T^ subdivision <4^ TO ^ 

(71^ ’K '3fl^tOT i:|tt^ y5W5 ^ TO 

^Jnft?l I ^1 C^ ^ TO‘^, ^ 

<4^ ’Pf^ ?M51 ^15^1 TO ^ vStOT I 

Wm, ^ <4^ ^ 3ff^M 

TO ^\m ^ TO ^ I ^4? (K?r 

f^, fro, "STSTtbt^ ^ ft ^rc^ 

<4^ '4Tft^ ^ I C^ bl'fl< “fo^ 

hC btft, (7T^ ^3Tt^ ^vjt?Fft5 ^-5t ^^t?<tlt 

'ij^s r? i 

^4^ bra ^ ^Wlp? 15t%*f^ — 

(At this stage the member having reached the time-limit resumed his 
seat.) 

The Hon’ble Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, I should first like to give short replies to each of the cut 
motions which have been moved by the different speakers. 

Mr. Morgan’s cut motion is in respect of shortage of seeds and the 
necessity for adequate organisation for the distribution of seeds. Sir, 
there was a very great demand for both ms and aman seeds this year. I 
know that this was very largely due to the abnormal price of paddy and 
the distress. On account of the distress many of the agriculturists had eaten 
up their seeds and they wanted seeds to be supplied by Government. We 
knew that there was great distress and many of the agriculturists had eaten 
up the seeds. So, on assuming office I at once went up to Government for 
granting a very large amount for the purchase and distribution of aman 
seeds. Whereat last year only Rs. 9 lakhs was allotted for purchasing aman 
seeds, this year as much as Rs. 65^ lakhs 'was sanctioned for purchase of 
amian seeds. We have to admit that we had no proper organisation before 
for which we are not responsible. We had to do the best of a bad job. We 
had to organise as much as we could by appointing new officers and get these 
seeds distributed as properly as we could arrange. But, Sir, in this con- 
nection I must say that we cannot expect to supply seeds for the whole of 
Bengal. The area for paddy seeda alone is 26 millions of acres. 26 millions 
of maunds of seeds will be necessary for the whole of this area for which 
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the cost at even Rs. 20 per maund will be as much as Rs. 52 crores which is 
beyond the capacity of any Government, the total aggregate receipt of 
Bengal being only Rs. 18 crores or thereabout. Our policy is to supply 
improved seeds according to a definite plan so that the area under improved 
seed may gradually increase. As regards ordinary seeds, our plan 
is only to supply seeds where there is real shortage, that is, on account of 
climatic calamities or on account of diseases in crops, if there are no seeds 
available in particular areas, in those areas only we supjdy seeds. But, as 
a matter of fact, we found last year that we had to supply seeds in areas 
where seeds were ayailable. In Eastern Bengal we purchased seeds from 
some districts and we had to send seeds to other parts of those very districts. 
There was really no dearth of seeds there but the real demand was for money 
for purchase of seeds. Instead of going in for agricultural loans, agricul- 
turists preferred to ask for seeds and this was due to the fact that the system 
under which seeds were distributed was very favourable to them. Seeds were 
distributed according to the principle that they would have to return either 
50 per cent, only above the quantity of seeds taken after harvesting of the 
cro]) or the cost price at which seeds were puridiased at the time of distri- 
bution. The agriculturists would be very much benefited a(‘coidlng to this 
system if the prices went down tremendously because he would have to pay 
only one and a half times of the crop he took. For exam])le, we generally 
purchased this year at the rate of Rs. 25 i>er maund and the contract made 
"with the agriculturists to whom we made over the seeds was that they would 
pay for one maund either Rs. 25 or deliver one and a half maunds of paddy. 
If the price goes down to Rs. 10, the agric-ulturist would get ofl’ by paying 
only Rs. 15 — the price of one and a half maunds instead of Rs. 25. So, 
Government would be losing there, but we do not care for tlie loss because 
we wanted paddy to Ik* grown on every land so that no land should lie 
fallow for want of seeds. This would be an encouragement given to the 
agriculturists at this time of distress so that no land should remain fallow. 
But our future policy will certainly be to grant seeds only where tliere are 
no seeds available because if the impression gains ground that Government 
would supply seeds wherever there is demaiwl, it would be impossible for 
the Government to meet the demand because, I have already said, the entire 
demand for the wliole of Bengal in that ease, would be in the region of 
Rs. 52 crores. 

As regards organisation, we are going in for definitely reorganising the 
wh<de Agricultural Department so that we may distribute the seeds and 
realise also under a systematic method and we mav not have to manage it 
as unsatisfactorily after this year. 

As regards Mr. Hirtzel’s motion to raise a discussion about the (trop 
statistics we fully realise that there is no reliable machinery for the collec- 
tion of crop statistics m Bengal, and we are seriously considering to set up 
a machinery on the lines of those which are in vogue in the United Provinces 
and the Punjab and I think, Sir, within next three months this scheme will 
materialise. 
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As regards the motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar and several other 
members I shall make only a short statement. Sir, jute price is not my 
subject. It is directly connected with the Commerce Department so far 
as price is concerned, but still I shall make a short statement on the subject. 
We know that the Jute Association had fixed a minimum price for raw jute 
and as soon as we came to know of it we have been in correspondence with 
the Government of India, we have been in constant touch with them and 
we have been placing the case of the agriculturists as empliatically as we 
can. (Maulvi Anu Hossain Sakkau : Where is the evidence?) Tliis 
evidence is in the Secretariat documents. (Mr, Suiien/)JU Nath Biswas: 
When will relief come U) the jute growers?) That we cannot say. We can 
say this much that we are doing our best and I can assure this House that 
this Ministry are as anxious as an\ member of this House, if not more, to 
see that the jute cultivators get a fair price — a })rice which i.s .not only 
sufficient to enable them to live liaj)pily in these days of abnormal rise in the 
price of rice, because the cost of living has gone uj) veiA appreciably. 
Recently the Comimu'ce Ministei had been to Delhi and he had a long 
discussion with tlie (amimerce Member of the Government of India, and he 
got a very sympathetic r(*j)ly. It is believed that there will be further dis- 
cussion in the month of January again and something will come out of it. 

As regards the jirovision of land for the landless people 1 ma\ inform 
the House tliat the pressure on land is already very heavv. There is no 
land to go about for settlement with the landless labourers, but still Govern- 
ment is doing its best and is contemplating the i»ronnilgation of an ordinance 
for bringing the waste land under cultivation by force. As regards tlie 
khds nuihol land it is the jadicy of Government to give ))reference in making 
settlement to the landless j)eo])le whose land has particularly been diluviated 
due to erosions of river. As regfurds Zamindari Jc/hls hnul Government ha'' 
no control over it and the Government is seriously considering*, and as a 
matter of fact, it is in correspcmdence with the Government of India for 
ju'omulgating an ordinance in order to (‘ompel the zemindars either to 
cultivate* /7/n,v waste land themselves or, to allow Government to get such 
land cultivated by settling it ^ith the landless labourers. 

As regards facilities to agriculturists to grow more food, I shall make 
a statement as to what we have so far done (Kai Harendka N.vth 
(^H\uinirHi : All facilities have been given?) We know what facilities are 
to be given and in what way the “Grow More Food” camjiaign is to be 
carried on. Sir, as 1 have said, the onlv thing that was done by the pre- 
vious MinistryMast year was this: only Rs. 19 lakhs was provided for the 
distribution of seeds. Besides that, they issued (‘ertain pamphlets, and they 
did nothing more. What we have done is this: we have distributed 21 
lakhs mauiids of seeds at a cost of Rs. 52,‘k),T9d; we have undertaken 

the distribution of 15,000 maunds of rnn/ifi seeds tor Midnapore at a co.st of 
Rs. 2,50,000, 48,000 maunds of am seed at a cost of Rs. 5,88,215, 50,000 
maunds of wheat seed at a cost of Rs. 9,00,000 of which sanction has been 
received; distribution of 42,000 maunds of gram, lentil and mustard at a 
cost of Rs. 8,68 thousand and odd, distribution of 1 lakh maund of potato 
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seed at a ooiit of Rw. thousand and odd of which sanction has just 

been received. (Maulvi Anu Hossain Sarkak : May we know why the 
Assistant Secretary has been arrested?) That lias no connection at all with 
the purchase of seeds, nothing of the kind. Purchase of seeds is done by 
the Director of Agriculture and nobody else. It has perhaps something to 
do with departments other than Agriculture. (Maulvi Anu Hossain 
Sarkar : What is that thing?) (Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyam Sir, the 
question he now put.) Sir, we find that if Pengal is to keep pace with the 
increasing population, it must go in for the cultivation of potato on an 
extensive scale, because by the cultivation of potato from one acre of land 
we get at least 10 times as much as paddv. We are going to distribute this 
year 1 lakh maund ot jiotato seeds and oO.OtK) maunds of manure which we 
are getting from Bihar. We are also going t(' undertake the distribution 
of 50,400 maunds of seed for substitute crop in the fldoiled areas of Bengal. 
As regards the flood-affected area of Burdwan we have got a scjuiiaite scheme 
drawn uji and we have got sam'tion of Rs. 14.52,000 for the distribution of 
rafn crop seeds which are going to be distributed immediately. We havi? 
also a scheme for the distribution of 12,500 maunds of fodder seeds at a cost 
of Rs. 1,25,800. We have undertaken the distribution of 14,000 tolas of 
(‘ountry vegetables at a cost of Rs. 4,750; irrigation by Persian w’heels at a 
cost of Rs. 05,820; jiurchase and distribution of seeds of Jhiglish vegetables 
in rural areas at a cost of Rs. 2f),000, distribution of seeds of vegetables of 
Indian and English tyjies for urban areas at a cost of Rs. 2,00,045, and 
authorisation to the (Collectors to take up small irrigat ional fuojtM ls for the 
extension of cultivation up to a limit of Rs. 10,000 per district, the total being 
Rs, 4 lakhs. The grand total aggregate 1 crore and 49 lakhs of rup(‘es for 
“Grow' More Food” cumjiaign. We are going to get further grants besides 
those stated above. We are not sitting idle, w'c are doing our very best to 
grapjde with the situation. 

In conclusion 1 want t<> sav that we fully realise that we are fact* to face 
with the enemy of starvation, and we are determined at any cost and at any 
risk to defeat our enemy, the enemy of starvation, and 1 hope that we woll 
8uc(!eed. I also hope that we will get the co-operation of this House. 

Mr. C. MORGAN: Sir, I beg leave of the House to withdraw my 
motion. 

The motion of Mr. G. Morgan that the demand of Rs. 1 ,44,24,000 for 
expenditure under the head “40 — Agri(‘ulture” be reduced })y Rs. 100 w*as 
then by leave of the House withdrawn. 

• 

Mr. M« A. F. HIRTZEL: Sir, I also beg leave of the Hoos^' t/' withdraw 
my motion. 

. Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a j)oint of order, Sir. The 
European Party claim that they are md with the Government and, therefore, 
they claim the privilege of moving the cut motions. As you are aware, 
Sir, cut ^notions are permitted to be moved by members of the Opposition. 
For moving cut motions the Kurojiean group take the liberty of being in 
the Opposition but whenever a motion is pressed we find invariably they 
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behave as if they are members of the Government party. I submit this is 
only to waste the time of the House and the time of the Opposition. It is 
an insincere and hypocritical move on the part of a particular section to 
waste the time of the Opposition, which is rightfully theirs, to move cut 
motions and if they behave in this manner I have no other alternative but 
to oppose the motion for leave being granted to withdraw. 

Mti At Ft STARK : On this point I beg to submit that the only construc- 
tive proposals that have been put forward this morning have been put 
forward by two members of my party. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Only to be withdrawn. All 
insincere and hypocritical. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Dr. Sanyal, you have raised no doubt a point of some 
importance but that is not quite relevant to the matter at issue at present. 
Now the point that arises for consideration is whether leave should he given 
to Mr. M. A. F. Hirtzel to withdraw his motion. Do I take it that you 
seriously object to leave being granted to him? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We have to expose the hyi)oci !sy of 
these people. 

The motion that leave be granted to Mr. M. A. F. Hirtzel to withdraw 
his motion was then put and a division taken with the following result : — 
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Abftul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Hanz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hakaam, Mr. (Khulna). 
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Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Biddlqi, Mr. 
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Abdur Rashaad, Mauivi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 8. 
(Howrah). 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah 
(Rangpur>. 

Abdut Shahoed, Mauivi Md. 

Abut FazI, Mr. ^lld. 

Abul Haahim, Mauivi. 

Abul Hosain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abul Matud, iCazi. 

Abul Quatam, Maufvl. 

Ahmad All Mrldha, Mauivi. 

Ahmad Hoaain, Mr. 

Alfazuddln Ahmad, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Aminullah, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 

Amir All Mia, Mauivi Md. 

Aulad Hoatain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Barma, Tha Hon'Ma Mr. Pramharl. 
Barman, Babu Shyama Proaad. 


Birkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 
Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhutan. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dais, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Upandranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Faziul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymenslngh). 
Gladding, Mr. D., C.l.E. 

Golam Rabbani Ahammad, Mauivi. 

Gdam Sarwar Hotalni, Mr. Shah Syed. 
Gotwami, The Hon’Me Mr. Tutsi Chandra. 
Griffltht, Mr. C. 

HaAzuddin Choudhuri, Mauivi. 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 
Hasanuzzaman, Khan Sahib Mauivi Md. 
Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 
Haywocd, Mr. Rogers. 

HirUel, Mr. M. A. F., O.B.E. 

Hodge, Mr. H. R. 
lapahani, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
Jalaluddin Ahmad, Tha Hon'ble Khan 
BMiadur Mauivi. 

Jaslmuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. . 

Kabiniddin Khan, Khan Bahaw Mauivi. 
Kannady, Mr. 1. G. 

Kumar, Mr. Atul Chandra. 
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AYEt—IIO. 


Leitk, Mr. John. 

MoPhorton, Mr. G. P. 

MaAzuddfn Ahmod, Mauivi (Tlppara). 
Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

MafMtal, Mr. Banku BMiari. 

Mandal, Mr. Jafat Chandra. 

Mandal, Tht Hon*Me Mr. Jogandra Nath. 
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvl. 

Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohtin All, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. Q., C.I.E. 

Motlom All Mollah, Maulvl M. 

Mozammol Huq, Maulvl Md. 

Muhammad lahaqut, Maulvl. 

Muhammad larall, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Blddlquo, Khan Bahadur Dr. 
Syod. 

Muktrjea, The Hon'Mo Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Mulliok, Mr. Mukunda Bohary. 

Mulliok, The Hon'Mo Mr. Pulln Bohary. 
Muaharruff Hoasain, The Hon'Mo Nawah, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Naaarullah, Nawahzada K. 

Nazimuddin, The Hon'ble Khwaja Mr, 
K.C.I.E. 


Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Powell, Mr. j. a. 

Ralkut, Mr. Praaaima Deb. 

RaJIbuddin Tarafdar, Maulvl. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Badaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Bahruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Bahebo-Alam, Mr. Byod. 

Balim, Mr. B. A. 

Barkar, Babu Madhuaudan. 

Berajul lalam, Mr. 

Bhahabuddln, The Hon'Mo Mr. Khwala, 
C.B.E. 

BIngha, Babu Kehetra Nath. 

BIrdbr, Babu LItta Munda. 

Bmyth -Oaboume, Mr. D. 0. 

Btark, Mr. A. F. 

Btoven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Bidirawardy, The Hon'ble Mr. H. B. 
Tamizuddin Khan, The Hon'Me Mr. 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 
WordMvorth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yuauf All Chowdhury, Mr. 


NOEB 

AbdM Hahz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hamid Bhah, MaulvL 
Abdul Kader, Mr. (aliat Lai Meah). 

Abdul Majid, Mauivi (Mymeneingh). 

Abdul Wahed, Mauivi. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvl. 

Abu Hoitain Barkar, Mauivi. 

Ahmed AM Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Byed. 

Aiimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Azhar All, Mauivi. 

Badruddoja, Mr. Byed. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banerji, Mr. P. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barman, Mr. Upendra Nath. 

Baeu, Mr. Santoih Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. GoUnda Chandra. 

Bitwai, Mr. Btrendra Nath. 

Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 

Daa, Babu Radhanath. 

Dat Gupta, Brijut Narendra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirondra Nath. 

Doiul, Mr. Harendra Nath. 

Dutta GiB>ta, Mite Mira. 

Faziul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Ghoeo, Mr. Atui Kriahna. 

Qiaauddin Ahmed, Mr. • 

Gupta, Mr. Jogaeh Chandra. 

Gyasuddin Ahmod Choudhury, AfiadJ. 
HaWlMillah, Nawab Bahadur K., of 
Dacca. 

Hiahem All Khan, khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Idria Ahmod Mia, Mauivi. 

Jalaluddin Haahemy, Mr, Byod. 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

Jonab AIL Malumdar, Mauivi. 

Khan, Mr. Debondra Lall. 

Th^ Ayes being 110 and the Noes 


75 . 

Kundu, Mr. NIahitha Nath. 

Lahiri, Babu Aahuteeh. 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

MaJumdar, Mra. Hemaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Kriahna Praaad. 
Maniruzzaman lalamabadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hoeain, Mr. 

MookerJee, Dr. Byamapraaad. 

Midiammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Mauivi 
Byed. 

Muhammad Boiaiman, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Mukherji, Dr. Bharat Chandra. 

Mulliok, Brijut AahutoNi. 

Muttafa All Dewan, Mauivi. 

Naaker, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandiial. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Ramizuddin Ahmod, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Banker. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

BanauHah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinakeha. 

Banyal, Mr. Basanlui Bokhar. 

Ben, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Ben, Mr. Dhirondra Nith. 

Sen, Jogeeh Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Shahedali, Mr. 

Shamauddln Ahmed, Hr, 

Bhameuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 
Bhamaul Huda, Maulana. 

Binha, Brijut Manindra Bhutan, 

Bur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maidvl HaJI. 
Waliur Rahman, Maulvl. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


75 the motion was carried. 
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The motion of Mr. M. A. F. Hirtzel that the demand of Rs. 1,38,28,000 
for expenditure under the head “40— A<rrif ulture” be reduced by Rs. 100 was 
then, by leave of the House, withdrawn. 

The motion of Mr. Ashutosh Mullick that tlie demand of Rs. 1,88,28,000 
for expenditure under the head “40 — Agric*ult\ire” be reduced by Rs. 100, 
was then put and lost. 

The motion of Mr. Surendra Nath Biswas that the demand of 
Rs. 1,38,23,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that the demand of 
Rs. 1,88,28,000 for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that the demand of 
Rs. 1,88,28,000 -for expenditure under the head “40 — Agriculture” be 
reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

The motion of Maulvi Abu Hossain Sarkar that the demand for 
Rs. 1,88,28,000 for ex))enditure tinder the head “40 — Agiicnlture” be reduced 
by Rs. 100 (which was niov(‘d to raise a discussion about the failure of 
Government to fix economic minimum i)rice of jute) was then put and a 
division taken witli the following result; — 

AYES~76. 


AbdiU Hafiz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdiii Hamid Shah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Kader, Mr. (alias Lai Meah). 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi (Mymenaingh). 
Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Ahm«d All Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Azhar All, Maulvi. 

Badruddoja, Mr. Syed. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatlla Nath. 

Banerji, Mr. p. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barman, Mr. Upendra Nath. 

Basu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 

Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Das Gupta, Srljiit Narendra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. 

Dutta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Faziui Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Ghose, Mr. AtuI Krishna. 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogeeh Chandra. 

Qyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, AlhadJ. 
Habibullah, Nawab Bahadur K., of 
Dacca. 

Hashem All Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Idris Ahmed Mia, Maulvi. 


Jaialuddin Hashemy, Mr. Syed. 

Jaian, Mr. l. D. 

Jonab All Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Khan, Mr. Debendra Lall. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Lahiri, Babu Ashutoeh. 

Mail, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majunrdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandai, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
Maniruzzaman Isiamabadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

MookerJee, Dr. Syamaprasad. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Syed. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Mullick, Srijut Ashutosh. 

Mustafa Aii Dewan, Maulvi. 

Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandilal. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. 

Sen, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Sen, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Sen, Jogesh Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Shahedaii, Mr. « 

Shamsuddln Ahmed, Mr. 

I Sh am suddln Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 
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Shamsul Huda, Maulana. 

Sinha. Srijut Manfndra Btiutan. 
Sur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. 


Tofal Ahmad Choudhury, Mau<vi HaJI. 
Waliur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOE8— 114. 


Abdul Azii, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Hahz, Mr. MIrza. 

Abdul Hakaam, Mr. (Khulna). 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvr (Myrnanarngh). 
Abdul Hakim Vikrangiuri, Maulvi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Adbul Jabbar, Maulvi. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biswat, Maulvi. 

Abdul Malid, Mr. 8yed (Noakhali). 
Abdul Motaleb Malik, Dr. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 
Abduila-al-Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Slddlqi, Mr. 

Abdur Rasohid Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rashaed, Maulvi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 8. 
(Howrah). 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Bhah 
(Rangpur). 

Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md. 

Abul FazI, Mr. Md. 

Abul Hashim, Maulvi. 

Abul Hoiain Ahn>ad, Mr. 

Abul Masud, Kazl. 

Abul Quaaem, Maulvi. 

Ahmed AH Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmad Hoaain, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Aminuliah, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 

Amir AH Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Aulad Hostain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Barma, The Hon'ble Mr. Pramhari. 
Barman, Babu Shyama Protad. 

Birkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. 

Biiwat, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 
Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Dat, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhutan. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan. 

Dats, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Faziul QuadIr, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymensingh). 
Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Gkilam RabbanI Ahammad, Maulvi. 
Golam Sarwar Hotaini, Mr. Shah Syed. 
Gotwami, The Hon'ble Mr. Tultl Chandra. 
Griffiths, Mr. C. 

HafizuddivT Choudhuri, Maulvi. 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 
Haaanuzzaman, Khan Sahib Maulvi Md. 


Hatemally damadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

HIrtzel, Mr. M. A. F., O.B.E. 

Hodge, Mr. H. R. 

Ispahan!, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
Jalaluddin Ahmad, The Hon'ble Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi. 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Kennedy, Mr. I. G. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Lelsk, Mr. John. 

Mopherton, Mr. G. P. 

Mafizuddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib Maulvi 
(Tippera). 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lat. 

Mandai, Mr. Banku Beharl. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, The Hon'ble Mr. Jogendra Nath. 
Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Mohammed AH, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohsin AH, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Moslem AH Mollah, Maulvi M. 
Mozammel Huq, Maulvi Md. 

Muhanunad Ishaque, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Itrail, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddlque, Khan Bahadur 
Dr. Syed. 

Mukerjea, The Hon’ble Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

MulHck, Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Muilick, The Hon’ble Mr. Pulln Behary. 
MusharrufT Hostain, The Hon'ble Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Na&arullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, The Hon’ble Khwala Sir, 
K.C.I.E. 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Pain, The Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prosanna. 
Powell, Mr. J. A. 

Raikut, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvi. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Sadaruddln Ahmed, Mr. 

Sahruddin Ahmed, Ha|i. 

Sahebe-Aiam, Mr. Syed. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. » 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, The Hon'ble Mr. Khwa|a, 
C. B.E. 

SIngha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Li|ta Munda. 
Smyth-Osbouftie, Mr. 0. 0. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Steven, Mr. J. W. R. 

Suhrawardy, The Hen’ble Mr. H. 8. 
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Tamlzuddln Khan, The Hon’Ma Mr. 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 
Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 


NOEI~114. 

Wortfeworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 
Yueuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulei. 


The Ayes being 75 and the Noes 114, the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain 
that a sum of Rs. 1,33,23,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“40 — Agriculture was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Before I call upon the next item, I should like to tell 
the Douse that we rise punctually at 12. Therefore, honourable members 
will have only 45 minutes at their disposal. The other 15 minutes will be 
taken by me for putting the motions. 


37— Education — General. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,07,50,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General”. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand for Rs. 1,07,50,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education 
— General” bo reduced by Rs. 100. I move Ihis in order to raise a 
discussion about the failure of the Government to provide for sufficient aid 
to noii-Oovernment secondary sclunds to enable them to grant dearness 
allowance to their teachers. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, one of the most remarkable, if not the outstanding, . 
feature of the secondary education system of Bengal, from the organisa- 
tional point of view, is the very little part that the Government takes in 
providing secondary education for the people. Sir, there are about 4,000 
secondary schools in this provin(*e — 1,500 higli schools and about 2,500 
middle schools. Now, thei'o are only about (10 Government vsecondary 
schools in this province, i.e., out of these 4,000 schools only about 60 are 
Government secondary schools. That show's the very little part that the 
Government of this province plays in providing secondary education to our 
people. 

Take the question again from the expenditure point of view. The 
expenditure on secondary schools for Indian boys runs to crores but the 
Government contributes only 16 per cent, of the total expenditTire, 83 per 
cent, or so b^^ing contributed by the people. It is therefore only natural, 
Sir, that the Government will not think of the teachers of secondary schools 
in the province through whose devotion and sacrifice, through whose 
energy and enthusiasm, secondary education in this province has reached 
its present state and development. Sir, last year the Fazlul Huq Govern- 
ment at least did something, did make a little gesture, towards alleviating 
the distress of the secondary school teachers by providing an additional 
grant of Rs. 1,71, 060 to pay certain classes of secondary school teachers, 
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viz., the high scliool teachers in Calcutta when the schools were closed here 
during the air-raid disturbances. But, Sir, in this budget no such provi- 
sion, not even a show of it has l)een made to meet the present situation and 
to relieve the distress of the secondary scIuk)! teachers due to exorbitant 
prices. You are aware, Sir, that the Government budget in respect of 
secondary schools generally provides something like Rs. 18 to Rs. 20 lakhs 
as direct grant to non-Government secondary schools and some 16 lakhs 
of rupees or so for expenditure on Government secondary schools. That 
shows, Sir, tliat while, on the one hand Government plays a very small part 
m the matter of secondary education in general, it plays on the other hand 
a very costly par^ far as expenditure on Government secondary schools 
IS concerned. They spend about Rs. 16 lakhs or so on the very small 
number of Government secondary schools — not exceeding 60 in all and 
they provide only 18 to 20 lakhs of rupees for grant to nou-Gov€rim>ent 
secondary schools which are as many as 4,000 less the nfort\said 60. That 
is the step-motherly treatment that Government accords to the non-Govorn- 
ment secondary schools of the province. In 1942-43, i.e., last year, the 
exj>enditure of the Fazhil Huq (government tow'ards grant to non-Govern- 
ment secondary schools came up to Rs. 20 lakhs, but what has been 
provided, Sir, in the budget for 1943-44 for that purpose? Only 
Rs. 18,80,000, i.e., Rs. 1.20,000 less. 

Then, Sir, there is nothing in the budget to ^how that the Government 
really mind ndieving the teachers. They do not think of relieving their 
distress in any way l)y ])roviding for any fund for that j)ur]>ose. Had they 
I•eall^ any id<*a of granting any relief th(*y could have utilised the cuts 
made in the Education budget for this purpo.se. Last \('ar, Sir, an economy 
was made in the Kducation Budget — an economy to the extent of Rs. 10 
lakhs. A specific amount of Rs. 10 laklis was j)rovidod in the budget for 
the year 1942-43, Init when the time for spending came economy was duly 
made. That related to Rs. 10 lakhs saved by way of curtailment of the 
additional grants to District School Boards in cess jiaying districts, Inmause 
many of those boards pos.sess large accumulated balances. Now, Sir, if 
Government could make an economy to the extent of Rs. 10 lakhs, Govern- 
ment could as well earmark this sum for the relief of secondary sidiool 
teachers this year. That wmuld have gone a great way in relieving the 
hard hit teachers of secondary schools at the present moment. 

Now, Sir, I propose only that for the rest of the year a grant of Rs. 100 
per month be made to every high school for the purpose of granting dearness 
allowance to it^i teachers and Rs. 50 to every middle sclioo4 for such relief 
of its teachers. I think if such* a grant be made for at least the next three 
months that would enable these teachers to keep their iTbdy and soul 
together. Otherwise, Sir, I am almost certain that many of these teachers 
will have to go without food or to be relieved through the Government 
scheme of tackling with the vagrants. My proposal therefore is that a 
scheme should be immediatelj" framed to enable the secondary school 
teachers *to tide over the present difficulty and, Sir, after helping them in 
tiding over the present difficulty, the scheme, so far as the next year is 

18 
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Tamlzuddln Khan, The Hon’Ma Mr. 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 
Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 


NOEI~114. 

Wortfeworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 
Yueuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulei. 


The Ayes being 75 and the Noes 114, the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain 
that a sum of Rs. 1,33,23,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“40 — Agriculture was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Before I call upon the next item, I should like to tell 
the Douse that we rise punctually at 12. Therefore, honourable members 
will have only 45 minutes at their disposal. The other 15 minutes will be 
taken by me for putting the motions. 


37— Education — General. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,07,50,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General”. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand for Rs. 1,07,50,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education 
— General” bo reduced by Rs. 100. I move Ihis in order to raise a 
discussion about the failure of the Government to provide for sufficient aid 
to noii-Oovernment secondary sclunds to enable them to grant dearness 
allowance to their teachers. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, one of the most remarkable, if not the outstanding, . 
feature of the secondary education system of Bengal, from the organisa- 
tional point of view, is the very little part that the Government takes in 
providing secondary education for the people. Sir, there are about 4,000 
secondary schools in this provin(*e — 1,500 higli schools and about 2,500 
middle schools. Now, thei'o are only about (10 Government vsecondary 
schools in this province, i.e., out of these 4,000 schools only about 60 are 
Government secondary schools. That show's the very little part that the 
Government of this province plays in providing secondary education to our 
people. 

Take the question again from the expenditure point of view. The 
expenditure on secondary schools for Indian boys runs to crores but the 
Government contributes only 16 per cent, of the total expenditTire, 83 per 
cent, or so b^^ing contributed by the people. It is therefore only natural, 
Sir, that the Government will not think of the teachers of secondary schools 
in the province through whose devotion and sacrifice, through whose 
energy and enthusiasm, secondary education in this province has reached 
its present state and development. Sir, last year the Fazlul Huq Govern- 
ment at least did something, did make a little gesture, towards alleviating 
the distress of the secondary school teachers by providing an additional 
grant of Rs. 1,71, 060 to pay certain classes of secondary school teachers, 
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teachers are now bankrupt. Government then sanctioned an allowance of 
Es. 75 to each teacher in Calcutta. In September last, the last Govern- 
ment paid each teacher in Calcutta Es. 75. Eai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri 
said that they had spent Es. 1,70,000 in that direction. But I consider 
that that was not adequate. While a sum of Es. 75 was sanctioned 
instructions were side by side given to all the schools that that amount 
should be deducted from the pay of each teacher. Es. 75 was itself a small 
contribution. At the same time it was deducted from their pay; The 
Government school teachers have their pay and they are also given » 
dearness allowance in addition to their pay, while these teachers are asked 
to pay back the Es. 75 given to them. I understand that the Bengal Relief 
Committee are supplying foodstuffs at concession rates to some teachers. 
It is high time that Government came to the rescue of these teachers by 
paying a substantial amount. 1 do not support the motioi) of Eai Harendra 
Nath Chaudhuri. He has suggested that Government and the schools 
should pay in the proportion of 50 — 50, that is to say, if a school pays 
50 per cent, the Government will pay the other 50 per cent. I have already 
explained that all the schools have come to such a state that they are not 
in a position to contribute anything. Therefore it is ridiculous to 
suggest that tlie schools should pay 50 per cent. They can illafford to pay 
any amount. It is for the Government to come to the rescue of the teachers. 

Babu RADHA NATH DAS: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Es. 1,07,50,000 under the head “37 — Education — Generar' be reduced by 
Es. 100. This is to raise a discussion about the lack of Government’s policy 
to educate the people belonging to the Scheduled Castes of Bengal. 

Sir, I have tabled this motion not to inform the honourable members of 
this House how much education is important so far as the Scheduled Caste 
people are concerned but only to show you and the honourable members of 
the House that Government have practically failed to take proper and 
suitable steps and measures for the advancement of education of the 
Scheduled Caste people. 1 accuse this Government — I bring this allega- 
tion against the Government — that they are practically callous and 
indifferent so far as Scheduled Caste education is concerned. It is natural 
that a question may arise why I am bringing this allegation against the 
Government. It will be evident from the expenditure that the Government 
have incurred during the last 5 or (> years in connection with Scheduled 
Caste education. Sir, during the last 4 years Government spent only 
Es. 4,69,000. In the year 1938-39 they set apart a handsome sum of Es. 5 
lakhs but in that very year they spent only Es. 22,000. In the year 1939-40 
they spent only Es. 90,000. Iif the year 1940-41 they spent Es. 1,70,000, 
and in 1941-42 Es. 1,87,000. In the year 1942-43 they spenk Es. 1,41,000. 
In this year they have provided in the budget a paltry and a very insigni- 
ficant sum of Es. 1,50,000. I want to draw the attention of the Hon’ble 
Minister to the vastness and importance of the subject matter, viz., the 
education of the Scheduled Caste people, their population being practically 
l/5th of the total population of Bengal, and their number being 
1,20,00-,000, but in spite of that, only a paltry sum of Es. 6,10,000 has 
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Tamlzuddln Khan, The Hon’Ma Mr. 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 
Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 


NOEI~114. 

Wortfeworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 
Yueuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

Zahur Ahmed Choudhury, Maulei. 


The Ayes being 75 and the Noes 114, the motion was lost. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Khan Bahadur Saiyed Muazzamuddin Hosain 
that a sum of Rs. 1,33,23,000 be granted for expenditure under the head 
“40 — Agriculture was then put and agreed to. 


Mr. SPEAKER: Before I call upon the next item, I should like to tell 
the Douse that we rise punctually at 12. Therefore, honourable members 
will have only 45 minutes at their disposal. The other 15 minutes will be 
taken by me for putting the motions. 


37— Education — General. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor, I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 1,07,50,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General”. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Sir, I beg to move that the 
demand for Rs. 1,07,50,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education 
— General” bo reduced by Rs. 100. I move Ihis in order to raise a 
discussion about the failure of the Government to provide for sufficient aid 
to noii-Oovernment secondary sclunds to enable them to grant dearness 
allowance to their teachers. 

Mr. Speaker, Sir, one of the most remarkable, if not the outstanding, . 
feature of the secondary education system of Bengal, from the organisa- 
tional point of view, is the very little part that the Government takes in 
providing secondary education for the people. Sir, there are about 4,000 
secondary schools in this provin(*e — 1,500 higli schools and about 2,500 
middle schools. Now, thei'o are only about (10 Government vsecondary 
schools in this province, i.e., out of these 4,000 schools only about 60 are 
Government secondary schools. That show's the very little part that the 
Government of this province plays in providing secondary education to our 
people. 

Take the question again from the expenditure point of view. The 
expenditure on secondary schools for Indian boys runs to crores but the 
Government contributes only 16 per cent, of the total expenditTire, 83 per 
cent, or so b^^ing contributed by the people. It is therefore only natural, 
Sir, that the Government will not think of the teachers of secondary schools 
in the province through whose devotion and sacrifice, through whose 
energy and enthusiasm, secondary education in this province has reached 
its present state and development. Sir, last year the Fazlul Huq Govern- 
ment at least did something, did make a little gesture, towards alleviating 
the distress of the secondary school teachers by providing an additional 
grant of Rs. 1,71, 060 to pay certain classes of secondary school teachers, 
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Mauivi IORI8 AHMED MIA: Sir, I beg to move that the demand of 
Rs. 1,67,56,000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” 
be reduced by Rs. 100. The object of the motion is to raise a discussion 
about the failure to introduce Primary Education Act in Malda which is 
most backward educationally in Bengal. 

^6^: out motion tpOT 

c^, i 

^ ^ &5r<f oj 

^rfcTtr? cw^ fro? i m 

c5Tt^ ftf c^M3i ^ I ^i?i fVf 

I f%15. C'STsTt?! C'SRT^^ 

^5R7 C«Tt^ "TPT j)erc,entago 

^ ify] I C5TV, 

^ipi (Tri^ ^*1 I 

ir’cf CT, csTcft^ ^ PrJtn 

I ^ CF^I C^\S 

resolution ?r:^, <ij?i: ^ srfcpft^r 

I 3 ^w^C5h ^1 ^CT'Q 

(71^^ Primary EducationC^ enforce fif, <£1^ ^yfl, -il&l tfC^ST^ 

I 4^1 f%, Inspector of C’olleges £1^ Primary Education 

TO:^ (71 ^*"11 C>T&1 "2^ 51^ I “This dis- 

trict is educationally backward and the percentage of literacy is 3*8, showing that 
primary education is lacking among the infisses. There is no strong movement 
for making primary education compulsory. There is need for introducing compul- 
sory primary education in the district as a part of the Government programme.” 

?F‘-^ stress fit r.^ “Part of the Government 

programme” (?]# (Tft'-^ft'S G\^ I CWl< (71 ^ CW^I^ WZ 

(MZ majority of??, <l ?R5-:fof(7T f^FT^ 

TOT vltl^ I Government Training 

School £i^; ztczi ^nr <7fM ^ i 

C^gl (7T^.^ £1^ CZt^ tffeffs 

(71 grant-in-aid fcR f^T? C-'flTP "2^ ^ 

8tij)end main1f;nance cost ^l 

w\i, (7^1 I w.^ W 

I ^t»l mKZ f''tai tfT?r ^*tF 5^ ?5Tert5f ^ 

^ ^.5r ^1^7 (yr^ I ^'tz Director of 

Public Instruction aid fiR75 ^f#t 'ATs maintenance stipend 

CFC^fel^, f^ (7r$ Finance Departments^ £^^ Tpsr^^f 



276 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


[25th Sept., 


^ fif: note f^iT^ C?, ^ 

^ I grant-in-aid Director^ii^ 

I Director of Public Instructioniii^f >rf? grant-in-aid (Tfg^i 

^ ^ I ^ C=^ grudge ^i (jq^ 

^ (7ri?i (yf^\ ?f?r I ^ tv c^ 

^13f% ^nrc^ (7P«ltr=l gratuity allowance, training allowance 

^ f% (?r ^ ^ (?*f^ OT I 

Pr^I-^rft ^t^PfTJT liJT^ Mango exhibition 

C^N<H W^l i li]^ v 2 ;lc<l^ exhibition 

OT for the failure of Government educational activities in the Malda district 

^ ^u\ ^ f%f^ ^ n^, 

to ton ^^%rtni ■fefn 

^ (TT^flPl nt^n^ oq^* '^fnW'i North Bengal districtii] 

Matriculate^iin ^ ^1 (TFt^i educa- 
tional activitiesiil^ c^\ ? ^ ^ tol-nH 

c«Rt? ?rf% wm oqn* ^srs^t 

mentally '^3 physically, C^Ttr^l C’^fin ^ I 

Dfi 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: Mr. Speaker, Sir, time will not 
permit me to deal with the bigger questions of policy in respect of the 
Education Department. I desire to confine myself to the immediate need 
for giving help to the teachers in non-Government institutions of the 
province, and when 1 say non-Government institutions I include in that 
category non-Government colleges, secondary schools, middle English 
schools, primary schools, tols and madrassahs. The reports which are 
coming to us as regards the economic distress of the teachers belonging to 
all these categories are indeed of an alarming character. There is not the 
least doubt that unless immediate arrangements are made to save them, 
they themselves will go into oblivion as individuals and with them will also 
go into oblivion the entire educational system of the province. 

Now, Sir, the Minister of Education will bear with me that last year in 
October, 1942, arrang’ements were made to give some temporary help to 
the teacliers in non-Government colleges and schools. That principle was 
acc-epted by llie then (/abinet. There is a precedent for tln,^ present Educa- 
tion Minister to move the Finance Department and also his colleagues and 
secure for tli^^se suffering educational institutions a temporary help to tide 
over the difficulties during the next three months. Wliat 1 would suggest 
for the consideration of the Government is that there should be a lump 
grant, not based on the salary hut lump grant paid to each teacher belong- 
ing to all these institutions, who come from suffering middle class 
families, Hindus and Muslima, of the province and give them Rs. 100 or 
Rs. 150 per head during this period. It may amount to a few lakhs of 
rupees — it may amount to 10 or 15 lakhs of rupees, but when we are dealing 
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with a budget with a deficit of 5 to 7 crores of rupees it does not matter if 
you add 10 or 15 lakhs of rupees for saving people who have rendered such 
unique services to the province. In other provinces grants made to educa- 
tional institutions are much higher than grants which have possibly been 
made in Bengal. 

Sir, my last request is in respect of the students. I was glad to find 
that the Education Department has drawn up a scheme to grant some 
temporary sholarships to suffering students in different educational 
institutions, but that covers only a limited number of students. I sjM'cially 
plead for the studeifts who are living in hostels and messes. Only two days 
ago I had frantic appeals coming from several hostels in the city pointing 
out — althougli Mr. Amcry has said that rice is selling at Rs. ‘25 per maund — 
tiiat students are starving and unless arrangements were made to save the 
students tlie situation would be <iesjH‘rale. T would ask tin* Education 
Minister to state before tlie House what arrangements have Ixen made to 
suj)p]y foodgrains to the students of the province, at any rate, to thost' who 
are living away from tlndr families to keep them going on during the next 
few montlis. (Mr. Aijnri.Lv-An Maiimood: AVhy do you omit students 
residing in rural areas'^) I am not going to do that. If Government can 
arrange for a scheme which wdll bring food to students who are residing 
with their parents, we shall certainly have no objection; but at any rate 
there should be an immediate scheme for supply of foodgrains to those 
students who are living* away from their parents in hostels and messes not 
in Calcutta alone but in every part of the province. I had a letter from the 
Minister of Civil Supplies a fortnight ago. He said: “Although nothing 
has yet been done for the sake of students, my scheme for giving supply of 
foodgrains to the students is complete and within the next we<^k you will 
see how it works.” Now', where is that scheme? If students could be 
fed on pajier through statements and communiques they would liave been 
overfed now. But up till now nothing has been done and nothing, it seems, 
IS going to be done. 

Sir, these are the two concrete i)roj»osals I am making, and I think these 
proposals w'ill liave the support of all sections of the House and something 
tangible will be done before tlie schools and colleges close for the Puja 
Vacation. 


Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I associate myself 
entirely wdth the i)oint of view' that has been put forw'ard in^this House now 
and frequently in many otlier places of late, but I do not identify myself 
with any specific complaint against this Government for the^fault has been 
the fault of every Government of every kind we have ever had in Bengal 
and for generation after generation of the public ever since education was 
introduced in this country 

Dr. AALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: That was why you refused to support 
teachers when they approached you. 
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Mr. W. C. WORDSWORTH: The position of teachers has never been 
fairly considered. It is considered in a somewhat vague way that because 
they are doing very valuable public work it would be improper to consider 
awarding them according to any recognised economic standard. In fact 
the economic argument is carefully left out, especially because every one 
knows that whatever their economic position they will continue to do their 
work because they themselves have pride in their work. I have been 
privileged previously in this House to pay my small tribute to the way in 
which tlie teacliers of Calcutta and generally the teachers of Bengal have 
borne themselves in the troubles through which they have passed and are 
passing and 1 should like to associate my.self with the appeal to Govern- 
ment that if Government can find any money to help teachers in Calcutta 
and out of Calcutta, every sort of teacher in every kind of school, that 
Government should do it. With this I should as.sociate a further app4*a]. 
Is it not iJOKsihle for parents who are comfortably off to do something to 
helj) teachers? They get their children educated for very little. Teacliers 
giv<* very great service for very small reward and at a hasty guess I may 
say that a l)()y in a higli scliool wlio gets about 120 hours of school teacliing 
in a montli J>a\s for it, or his fathei’ jiays for it at a tyjiical rate of about 
4 pies an hour. For that he gets the use of tlie schoed, tlie staff', the scliool 
furniture and the jirofessional service of many teacher.s. Is it not possible 
for a large number of ])arents to make it d ])ies an hour for the next few 
months and to hand over the extra money not to G^^'^’t^rnment but to some 
association, some committee, relief committee for teachers that they may 
set uj) themselves, get this money among themselves and then divide it 
amongst teachers as they plea.se? 

I am thinking not only of Calcutta but if m\ argument suggests that I 
am, that is only because it is more convenient to concentrate the arguments 
on one place. But we know that teachers all over Bengal are suffering 
greatly and tliat at a time like this they cannot jierform their obligations as 
citizens, as fat tiers, as liusbands. If, therefore, we can do anything by 
our ojnnion in tliis House and outside it to help teachers we shall, I think, 
be doing a great service to Bengal not only at this terrible juncture but a 
service whicb will have lasting effects. And finally may I observe that if 
such a committee for helping t<*achers and taking an interest in the welfare 
of education comes into existence in Calcutta and in other places we may 
have the b(‘ginning of an organisation that sooner or later may evolve into 
tile Education Board for the control of schools that many of us have b(‘en 
anxious to .see. 

I have pleasure in adding my word to what has been said by Kai Haren- 
dra Natli (diaixlhuri, Dr. Syamapra.sad Mookerjee and many others at many 
times. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; Mr. Speaker, Sir, I yield to 
none in ap})reciating the pitiable condition of the teachers of secondary 
schools in Bengal — not only of the teachers of secondary schools but also 
of the teachers of the primary schools who are very poorly paid. Rai 
fiareiulra Nath Chaiulhuri in moving his motion has .said that the present 



1943 .] 


DEMAND FOR GRANTS. 


279 


Ministry has not provided even that money in the budffet for giving some 
extra aid to teachers as did the last Fazlul Huq Government, but my friend 
and, I think, many others like him forget that the present budget is 
practically the budget of the late Fazlul Huq Government. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Not that budget. It is the 
revised budget. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMiZUDDIN KHAN; Yes. but practically the 
same. 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Practically! Take shelter 
under the word “practically”. 

The Hon'ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN; It will be seen that the late 
Fazlul Huq Ministry also could not provide that extra money in the budget 
that they presented in the ‘last winter session. 

Sir, it is an undeniahle fact that Bengal owes a great debt of gratitude 
to the teachers. As soon as this Government assumed office I found that 
the situation ^^as very serious. I was flooded with applications from 
distressed teachers and to show the a])preciation of tlie situation by this 
Government I would lik(‘ to ]K)int out to the House tliat 1 at once ])reparod 
a more or less comprehensive scheme for giving ndief to all and sundry. 
So far as secondary school teachers and secondary scliocds ai'c concerned 
our scheme included an item of Rs. 40 lakhs for giving some aid to them. 
There were other items aKo for giving aid in this emergency to various 
other institutions and teachers. (Dr. Nalin.aksiia Sanyal : AVhy the past 
Tense.) Sir, 1 went up to the Government as a whole with this scheme and 
when 1 went there 1 had a great hope tliat something would he done to help 
these tottering institutions and these starving teachers. But it was found 
that it was not ])ossihle to do anything for these deserving people. 1 think 
it will he admitted that to save the general mass of peoph* from starvation 
IS a very imiiortant consideration and it cannot he denied that that is a far 
more important con.sideration than even the important consideration of 
helping the distressed teachers. Therefore, whatever money was available 
it was decid(‘d that that must he spent towards the general relhd of the 
starving i)eople (d Bengal. Sir, the Government as a wlioh* could not 
accept my schmne hut only a part of it was a(a:epted wliicli was this: that 
those of tlx* primal \ school t(*acher*' who are in schools managed by 
District School Boards should he given a d(‘urness allowance of Its. H per 
month for three months. It was also decided that st udents #thould he given 
somt‘ lie!]) as has been referied to h\ Dr. Mookerjee the rate of Rs. 8 for 
tliree months. • 

.vSo far as giving relief to others arc concerned, i)articularly to teachers, 
the Cabinet took this view that it was inijmssihle for the Government under 
the present circumstances provide inone_\ foi this. At that lime the 
Government was contemplating to fix the maximum price of ri(!C and 
Goveriiinent expected that prices would go down very .soon, and that if the 
GoverUraent scheme succeeded that would give relief not only to 
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teacherg but also to all classes of people. Sir, we have given help at the 
rate of Bs. 8 to primary teachers. That is insignificant, it must be 
admitted. At that time rice was selling at the rate of Bs. 40. Government 
expected that if the price of rice could be reduced to Bs. 20 in the course 
of a short time, in that case if a family required say, two maunds of rice 
per month that family would get a relief of Bs. 40 per month. Therefore, 
that was considered the best way of giving relief, and I should say that in 
spite of the difficulties of the situation it cannot be denied that the position 
has improved to a very great extent and in many places the teachers along 
with all others are getting rice at a much lower rate at the present time. 
I can cite the case of the town of Faridpur. On the initiative of the 
District Officer there rationing has been introduced in the town and every- 
one including school teachers is getting rice at the controlled price from 
Government shops. I hope that in the course of a short time that will be 
possible in other places also. 

As regards special treatment of Scheduled Caste education, 1 think nj 
one will deny that not only this Government but the various Governments 
since the beginning of the present Reforms have been trying their best to 
give special encouragement to Scheduled Caste education. My honourable 
friend Mr. Radha Nath Das has said that this year a sum of Rs. 1,50,000 
has lieen provided for Scheduled Caste educatii)n. That is going to be a 
permanent feature of our grant. That sum will be granted every year and 
it is in our contemplation to augment that fund, so that the Scheduled 
Caste education fund may rise up to Rs. 5 lakhs subject to this proviso that 
there must be suitable schemes for spending that money. I invite the 
committee that has been formed for Scheduled Caste education to look into 
the matter. If it can succeed in giving a suitable and proper scheme, 
every attempt will be made to raise the grant up to Rs. 5 lakhs. They 
should put their heads together and I hope that something will be done in 
this respect. 

As regards Mr. Idris Ahmed’s motion, his complaint is that the Primary 
Education Act was not introduced in the district of Malda. It was in 
April, 1942, that the Ministry which was tlien functioning decided that the 
district of Malda would not ]>e included in the Primary Education scheme 
and not only in tliat district but in two otlier districts, the scheme had to be 
deferred until better limes come. During the last budget session Mr. Idris 
Ahmed was a member of the House but lie did not raise his voice of protest 
against the decision of the then (jovernment because he was then support- 
ing the Government. 1 do not accuse the jiast Government that they made 
an improjier decisioii. The difficulty was that the times were very uncertain 
and tlie imposition of a cess was not considered proper by the then Govern- 
ment. It should be seen that in introducing cess in a particular district 
this fact has to be taken into consideration that the proceeds from the cess 
never suffices for the expenditure on primary education in that district and 
Government has to supplement the proceeds of the tax very substantially. 
Under the circumstances then prevailing and even in the circumstances 
now prevailing, it is very difficult for Government to allot additional money 
for primary education. That is why the scheme was not introduced in 
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Malda. I would like to inform the House that a Special Officer ia investi- 
gating the entire question of primary education in the province and it is 
expected that he will give his report in the course of the current financial 
year. As soon as this report is received, it will be given due consideration 
by Government and I think a satisfactory decision will be arrived at so far 
as this question is concerned. 

think. Sir, that I have dealt with the various points that have been 
raised. 

As regards the question of supply of foodstuffs raised by Dr. Synma- 
prasad Mookerjee it has not yet lieen possible by the Civil Supplies 
Department to supply foodstuffs at controlled rates to the various hostels. 
I as the Education Minister shall be very happy if that can be done. 
Government have not Imm^ti able to do anything for many other deserving 
people. The chaukidars in regard to whom Government is said to feel 
great concern have also not got any dearness allowance and are not getting 
any special concession on account of the fact that Government is not in a 
position to do anything for them. If it is at all found possible to do some- 
thing particularly for these students by way of supplying them cheap rice 
1 shall be very happy to do so. 

With these words, Sir, I oppose the cut motions. 

The motion of Maulvi Idris Ahmed Mia that the demand of 
Rs. l,r)7,5<),000 for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General'^ 
be reduced by Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: At this stage may 1 make it clear that 
we do not like as members of an organised party a division to l>e called by 
any individual member of a party unless the Leader or Whip of the party 
concerned asks for it. This may kindly be noted by the vSpeaker. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: That would be the proper course. In fact when the 
last division was colled, if my attention had been drawn to it, I would not 
have allowed that division. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: An individual member would then 
according to your ruling. Sir, be debarred from his right to call for a divi- 
sion. This terrible incubus of parties would dei)rivp an individual member 
of his right. I doubt whether parliamentary practice will allow this right 
being denied to any individual member. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I am not sure of parliamentary practice elsewhere but 
I was told that that was the practice followed in this House. The practice 
IS that tlic Whip generally calls a division. When he calls a division the 
Leader of the party conf'erned may intervene and say that no division is 
needed. That was my information and that is why I made this remark at 
the earliest possible f)pj)ortunity, but I will look into the matter. 

The ^motion of Mr. Kadhanath Das that the demand of Rs. 1,67,56,000 
for expenditure under the head “37 — Education— GeneraT^ be reduced 
Rs. 100, was then put and lost. 
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Tho motion of Mr. P. Bauerji that the demand of Rs, 1,67,56,000 for 
expenditure under the head “37 — Education — General” he reduced by 
Rfl. 100, was then put and lyst. 

The motion of Rai Harendra Nath Chaudhuri that the demand of 
Rs. 1,67,56,000 under the head “37 — Education — General” be reduced by 
Rs. 100 was then put and a division taken with the following result: — 

AYEa-73. 


Abdul Haftz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hamid Shah, Maulvl. 

Abdul Kader, Mr. (aliat Lai Meah). 
Abdul Majid, Maulvl (Mymentingh). 
Abdul Wahed, Maulvl. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvl. 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvl. 

Ahmed All Enayatpuri, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. Syed. 

Atimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Azhar Ail, Maulvl. 

Badruddela, Mr. Syed. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banerjl, Mr. P. 

Barat All, Mr. Md. 

Barman, Mr. Upendra Nath. 

Basu, Mr. Santosh Kumar. 

BItwaa, Mr. Surendra Nath. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada, 
Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 

Das, Babu Radhanath. 

Oas Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. 
Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Dolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. 

Dutta Gupta, Min Mira. 

Faziui Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Ghoie, Mr. Atul Krishna. 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 

Gyasuddin Ahmed CKouduhry, Alhadl. 
Hablbullah, Nawab Bahadur K., of 
Dacca. 

Hashem All Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Idris Ahmed Mia, Maulvi. 

Jonab All Majumdar, Maulvi. 

Kazem All Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah 
Syed. 

Khan, Mr. Debendra Lall. 


Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Lahirl, Babu Ashutosh. 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mandal, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
Maniruzzaman Islamabadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Mookerjee, Dr. Syamaprasad. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Syed. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Mukerji, Mr, Dhirendra Narayan. 
Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Muiiick, Srijut Ashutosh. 

Mustafa Aii Dewan, Maulvi. 

Nasker, Mr. Hem Chandra. 

Paul, Sir Hari Sanker. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandilal. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur, A. M. L. 
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatjia Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. 

Sen, Mr. Atul Chandra. 

Sen, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Sen, Jogesh Chandra, Rai. Bahadur. 
Shahedali, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Shamsudtfin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 
Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusan. 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 
Waliur Rahman, Maulvl. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 
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Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Hahz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr, (Khulna). 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi (Mymensingh). 
Abdul Hakim Vikraropuri, Maulvi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. 

Abdul Karim, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed (Noakhall). 
Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abduiia Al Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Siddiqi, Mr. 

Abdur Raschid Mahmiood, Mr. 

Abdur Rasheed, Maulvi Md. 


Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvl S. 
(Howrah). 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah (Rang- 
pur,). 

Abdus Shaheed, Maulvi Md. 

Abul Fazl. Mr. Md. 

Abul Hosain Ahmed, Mr. 

Abul Masud, Kazi. 

Abul Quasem, Maulvi. 

Ahmed All Mridha, Maulvi. 

Ahmed Hosain. Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Aminuflah, Khan Sahib Maulvl 
Amir Aii Mia, Maulvi Md. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 
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Barma, The Hon’Ma Mr. Pramhari. 
Birkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. 

Biswaf, Babu Lakahmi Narayan. 
Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Rai Sahib Anukui Chandra. 

Dae, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhutan. 

Das, Mr. Monmohan. 

Date, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bane Khanam, Begum. 

Faziui Quadir, Khan »Bahadur Maulvl. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Goiam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvi. 

Goiam Sarwar Hocaini, Mr. Shah Syed. 
Goswami, The Hon'bie Mr. Tulei Chandra. 
Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Gurung, Mr. Damber Singh. 

Hafizuddin Choudhuri, Maulvi. 
Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 
Hasanuzzaman, Khan Sahib Maulvi Md. 
Hasina Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. 
Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Maulvi. 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F., O.B.E. 

Ispahani. Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. 
Jalaluddin Ahmad, The Hon'bie Khan 
Bahadur Maulvi. 

Jasimuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Kennedy, Mr. I. G. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Lelsk, Mr. John. 

McPherson, Mr. G. P. 

Mahzuddin Ahmed, Khan Sahib Maulvi 
(Tippera). 

Mandal, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Beharj. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, The Hon'bie Mr. Jogendra Nath. 


Maniruddin Akhand, Maulvi. 

Mohammed All, Khan Bahadur. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Moslem Ali Mollah, Maulvi M. 
Muhammad Ishaque, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Israil, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Siddique, Khan .Bahadur Dr. 
Syed. 

Mukerjea, The Hon'bie Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Mulliok, Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Mulliok, The Hon’bie Mr. Pulln Behary. 
MusharrufT Hotsain, The Hon'bie Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Mustagawsal Haque, Mr, Syed. 
Nasarullah, Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, The Hon'bie Khwaja Sir, 
K.C.I.E. 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Powell, Mr. J. A. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinioharan. 

Raikut, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Maulvl. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Sahruddln Ahmed, HaJI. 

Sahebe-Alam, Mr. Syed. 

Salim, Mr. S. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhueudan. 

Serajul Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, The Hon'bie Mr. Khwaja, 
C.B.E. 

Shigha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu LItta Munda. 
Smyth-Otboume, Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Suhrawardy, The Hon’bie Mr. H. S. 
Tamizuddin Khan, The Hon'bie Mr. 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan, 

Walker, Mr. J. R. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Yusuf All Choudhury, Mr. 

Zillur Rahman Shah Chowdhury, MaulvL 


The Ayes l)ein^ 7*3 aiuljthe Noes 110 the motion was lost. 

Tlie inolion of f]i(‘ Hon’bie Mr, Taniizndiliii Khan that a sum of 
Ks. 1 ,07, of), 000 l)e ^Tunted for expenditure under tlie liead “37 — Kduration 
— General” was ihen put and ajjreed to. 


41— Veterinary. 

The Hon’bie Khan Bahadur 8AIYED MUAZZAMUDDIN H08AIN: 

Sir, on the recommendation of His Excellency the Oov<*rnor 1 bej? to move 
that a sum of Rs. 7,80,000 be fi^ranted for expenditur<e under ibe bead 
“41 — Veterinary”. • 

The motion was put and a^^reed to. 

5~*8alt. 

The Hon’bie Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDOiN: On the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 10,000 be 
granted# for expenditure under the head “5 — Salt”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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10— Forest 

The Hon’hle Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 19,62,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “10 — Forest”, 

The mo'tion was put and agreed to. 


Deposits and Advances. 

The Hon’ble Mr, TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI; On the 

'recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 16,18,000 be granted for expenditure under ‘the head “Interest 
Free Advances”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


11— Registration. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: Sir, on the recommendation 
of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 20,93,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “11 — Registration”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


8— Provincial Excise. 

The Hon’ble Mr. PREMHARI BARMA: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 24,59,000 
be granted for expenditure under the head “8 — Provincial Excise”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


55— Superannuation allowances and pensions, 55A— Commutations of 

pensions flnanoed from ordinary revenues, and 85— Payment of commuted 
value of pensions not charged to revenue. • 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHAND^ C08WAMI: On the 

reconmien elation of His Excellency the Governor 1 beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 83,85,600 be granted for expenditure under the heads “55 — 
Superannuation allowances and pensions”, “55 A — Commutation of pensions 
financed from ordinary revenues” and “83 — Payment of commuted value of 
j)ensions not charged to revenue”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

56— Stationery and Printing and Depreoiaticn Reserve Fund— Government 

Presses. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA GOSWAMi: On the 

recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 26,15,700 be granted for expenditure under the head “56 — 
Stationery and Printing and Depreciation Reserve Fund — Government 
Presses”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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37— Education— Anglo-Indian and European. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On the recommendation of. 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Bs. 11,27,800 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “37 — Education — Anglo-Indian and 
European”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


13— Other Taxes and Duties. 

« 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: On the 

recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 5,86,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “13 — Other 
Taxes and Duties”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


9— Stamps. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKHERJEA: On the 

recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs, 6,53,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “9 — Stamps”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


30— Ports and Pilotage. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 4,15,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “30 — Ports and Pilotage”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

47— Miscellaneous Departments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of R.w. 5,40,000 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “47— Miscellaneous Departments”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

• 

36— Scientific Departments. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On the recommendation of 
His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a sum of Rs. 30,500 be 
granted for expenditure under the head “36 — Scientific Departments”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 
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22~lfitere8t on Debt and Other Obligations. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA G08WAMI: On the 

recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 
sum of Es. 5,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “22 — Interest 
on Debt and Other Obligations”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 


57— Mi^llaneous. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: On the 

recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 
sum of Rs. 31,53,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “57 — 
Miscellaneous”. 

The motion was put and agreed t^o. 


Loans and Advances. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TUL8I CHANDRA C08WAMI: On the 

recommendation of His Excellency the Governor I beg to move that a 
sum of Its. 4,73,03,000 be granted for expenditure under the head “Loans 
and Advances bearing interest”. 

The motion was put and agreed to. 

Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 12-15 p.m. till 2-15 p.m. on Monday, 
the 27th Septcml)er, 1043, al tlie Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act» 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, Culcuttu, on Monday, the 
27th September, 194d, at 2-15 p.m. 

Present: 

Mr. Speaker (the Hon’ble Mr. Sybd NArsiiKR Ali), in the Chair, 13 
Hon’ble Ministers and 207 members. 

STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 

Improvement of sanitary conditions in the Press. 

*68. Mr. P. BANERJEE: (u) Is the llon’ble Minister in charge of the 
Commerce, liulxiiir ami Industries Department aware of the expert opinion 
that lead-poisoning cases crop up from bad sanitation in the press y 

{()) If the answ^ei to (n) is in the affirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what steps he is pro|M>siug to take for improving the 
sanitary conditions in the press v 

(c) Will the Hou'ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Talde a statement 
showing for the years 1939-40 to 1941-42 np to August, DH3~ 

(i) the nunibei’ of j>resses that were inspected by the Insj>eotor of 
Factories; 

(it) the number ot cases in which the proprietors were prosecuted for 
the violation of the Factories Rules and Payment of Wages Act; 
{ill) the number ot cases in which these prosecuiticms were launched 
upon — 

(1) for violation of the Sanitary Rules of the Factories Act, and 

(2) with what results; 

(iv) the number of lead-poisoning capes in which compensations were 
paid ; 

(v) the number of cases that were filed up to date at the Workmen’s 
Compensation Court; t 

(n*) the number of cases thaf were examined by the Certifying Surgeon ; 
(vii) the number of cases that were found out or susnected lo be the lead- 
• poisoning cases by them ; and 

(viii) the number of lead-poisoning cases that w’ere reported to the higbei 
authorities by the Certifying Surgeon? 

(d) It the answer to (c) (vii) is in the negative, will the Hon’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the reason therefor? 

10 
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(e) If the answer to (c) (vii) is in the affirmative, will the Hou’ble 
Minister be pleased to state the names of the— 

(t) victims; and 
(it) presses, 

where the lead-poisoning cases took place? 

if) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whether Certifying 
Surgeon visited the — 

(i) Bengal Government Press; 

(ii) Government of India Press; 

(iii) Government of India Form Press; 

(iv) Calcutta Corporation Press; 

(v) Calcutta C'niversity Press; and 

(vi) The East Indian Railway Press 
in the years 1940, 1941, 1942 and 1943? 

(ff) If the answer to (/) is in the negative, will the Hon'ble Minister be 
pleased to state the reason therefor? 

Mr. 8YED ABDUL MAJID: (on behalf of the Hon’ble Mr, K. 
Bhahabuddin): (a) Yes. 


(b) Steps have already been 

taken by 

provisions 

in the 

Factories Act 

d Bengal Factories Rules. 





(e) 

1939. 

1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

Up to August, 






1943. 

(•■) 

105 

83 

65 

63 

* 43 

(it) Factories Act — 






4 

2 

1 

Nil 

NU. 

Payment of Wages Act — 






3 

NU 

NU 

NU 

NU. 

(iii) (1) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

NU 

NU. 

(2) Does not arise. 





(»») 

1 

1 

5 

3 

NU. 

(») 

3 

2 

6 

7 

7 

(»»■) 

. . 1,014 

1,156 

569 

1,094 

554 

(vii) 

35 

Nil 

NU 

NU 

NU. 


(viit) Please refer to (vi) and (vii) above. All the cases were reported 
Id Government. 


(d) Does not arise. 

(e) (i) Not available. 

(it) Bengal Government Press. 



(/) 1940. 

1941. 

1942. 

1943. 

(i) Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

(u) No 

No 

No 

No 

(til) No 

No 

No 

No 

(iv) No 

No 

No 

Yes 

(v) No 

No 

No 

No 

(vi) No 

(g) Does not arise. 

No 

No 

No 
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Family alkmranM of Babu Jagabandhu Saha Roy of Mymamingh. 

•69. Mr. MONOMOHAN DAS: (a) Will the Hon’ble Minister in chorgo 
of the Home (Jails) Department be pleased to state whether it is a fact 
that — 

(i) Babu J^abandhu Saha Hoy, »on of Sj. Adhar Chaudra Saha Roy, 
of Binnagaou, police-station Kishoreganj, district Mymensingh,' 
is a political prisoner in Myniensiugh Jail; 

(ii) Rs. 20 was granted to him as his family allowance; and 

(tdi) the allowance has now been stopped? 

(6) Is the Hon ble Minister aware that his old iiarents depended largely 
upon his income? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state whetlier the Govern- 
ment are considering the desirability of restoring the allowance previously 
granted ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja Sir 
Nazimuddin): {a) (/) and HI) Yes. 

(m) No. 

(h) His parents depended partly upon hi.s income, us he has another 
earning brother. 

{c) His family allowance hu.s been increased from 11s. 20 )>er month to 
Rs.30 per month and tlio orders are under issue, 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference tp answer (</) (Hi), will 
Government l>e pleased to state whether the allowance was withheld for any 
duration ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: This allowance was not withheld, but 
after the financial allotment in 1943, the money did not reach the District 
Magistrate and there was some delay in payment of the allowance for the 
months of March and April. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: May I know for what period? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: For these two months. As soon as 
the allotment was received by the District Magistrate, the allowance was 
paid. 

» 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY ; Cf, <<IY^ 

(lachiation.iI? TO CT allowance double TOl ^51 double 

Ycsn (?R T 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want to explain the position. In 
accordance with tbe policy of Government, the family allowances granted 
to security prisoners in 1942 have been doubled subject to the proviso that 
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in cases where the earning of a security prisoner was not double the amount 
which would be paid according to the liberal policy of the Government, 
that maximum of cent, per cent, increase has not been granted. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Government 
oo\ frtri m c^c5 ^ ? 

Mr. SPEAKER: I don’t allow that. 

Mr. CHARU OHANDRA ROY: Sir, rCSTI 0(\ 

Mr. SPEAKER: I am sorry, I cannot allow you to make a statement. 
If you have got a supplementary question, you may put it. 

Mr, CHARU CHANDRA ROY: (fovemment fV C^, 

allowance prisoners^ 7^ (Pth 77 

Om) 77 ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: It is meant for maintenance of the 
family but liis earning before his detention was not more than Rs. 30 
per month. 

Mr, DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state how many dependant members are there in his family? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: 1 want notice. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA: Is Government aware that 
Us. 30 in previous years will In* e(|uivaleut to Rs. 80 this year? 

Mr. SPEAKER: That question does not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to the answer just given 
do 1 understand the Hon’ble Minister to say that a security prisoner is 
granted allowance equal to the amount w'hich he earned at the time of his 
arrest P 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Not only that but Government do 
not propose to give an allowance more than what he used to earn prior to 
his detention, 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state what was his earning before his detention? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already said Rsr 30 per 
munth. 
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Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: Are we to understaud that Govern- 
ment is sticking to the previous earning of the member l>efore his detention 
without regard to the rise in prii^es at the present time}^ 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I have already explained the 
position. The position is that Government have doubled the allowance 
to security prisoners with the proviso that if the earning of a, security 
prisoner before his detention was not more than double the amount, then 
that is the maximiiiii which is fixed. 1 mean to say that if his earning 
was Rs. per moivth and if Govenunent had sanctioned Rs. 20 per month, 
then according to the liberal policy of this Ministry, the amount would 
have been Rs. 40, ))ut because he was md earning more than Rs. 00 per 
mouth, therefore, Government instead of donbling it may give only Rs. 80. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U: That is the liberal policy! 


UNSTARRED QUESTIONS 

(answers to which were laid on the table) 

Salaries of Staff Officers in different A.R.P. areas. 

33. Mr. ABUL HA8HIM: {a) Will the Ilotrble Minister in charge 
of the Home (Defence) l)ei)artment he pleastnl to state — 

(i) whethei' an\ uniform standard has been maintained in fixing the 
salaries of the Staff Officers of the different A.R.P. Services 
in the differeui A.R.P. areas; 

(n) whether the Government of India, hy its lircnhir letter No. 
TH/208/41 A.R.P., dat(‘d the 80th »hily, 1941. of its Home 
l)ei>artmeiit (A.R.P.) had fixed the salary of all Staff Officers 
in A.R.P. Services at Rh. 150 to Us. 200 f>er mensem dej>ending 
on the extent f)f the responsibilities of the Staff Officers; 

(in) wliether it is a fact that — 

(1) the Stuff* Officers of imuiy A.R.P. areas with equal and 

identical duties and responsibilities are being paid a much 
less salary than the minimum fixed hy *the Government 
of India; amf 

• 

(2) in some areas they are being paid within the scale laid 

down by the Government of India ; 

(iv) the rates of [>ay sanctioned for the Staff Officers oi the different 
A.R.P. 8ervi('es in the different A.R.l*. areas in Bengal showing 
the strength of the services under each Staff Officer in each 
A.R.l*. area; 
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(v) whether it is a fact that in the Casualty Services in the different 
A.R.P. areas in Bengal a standard has been maintained in fixing 
the salaries of 'the Staff Officers of the Casualty Services in con- 
formity with the scnle laid down by the Government of India; 

(vi) whether it is a fact that the Staff Officers of the Wardens’ SeiTices 

and the House Protection Fire Parties in Asansol with the same 
strength of the al)Ove services and with e(iual and identical 
responsibilities and in some other A.Il.P. areas with less party 
strength and less responsibilities are getting much higher pays 
than the Staff Officers of the above two services in Burdwan 
A.R.P. areas; 

(vii) whether it is a fact that the Staff Officers of the Casualty Services 

at Asansol and Burdwan wdth identical responsibilities are getting 
the same pay within the scale laid dow^n by the Government 
of India ; and 

(vtii) whether it is a fact that the Staff Officers of the Casualty Services 
at Burdwan are getting a ntMch higher pay than the Staff 
Officers of the Wardens’ Service and the House Protection Fire 
Parties ? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, wdll the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state w'hether the Government are c.onsidering the desirability 
of setting up a uniform standard of salaries of the Staff Officers in the 
different A.R.P. areas in conformity wdth the scale laid down by the 
Government of India P 

MINISTER in charge of the HOME (DEFENCE) DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): {a) (i) No. Salaries have been fixed 
taking into account the circumstances ruling in the various areas. 

(ii) There was no fixation, only an indication ot what might be paid 
should Provinces think uecessarv. 

{in) (1) Certain Staff Officers aie being paid less than the pay indicated 
as permissible. 

(2) Yes. 

(iv) A statement i.s laid on the Table. 

(v) Yes. 

(ri) The S^aff Officer.s in A.saii.sol aiol in some other areas are getting 
higher pay than the Staff Officers in Burdwan but their responsibilities 
are greater. 

(vii) Their pay is the .same. 

(vtii) Yes. 

(6) No. 
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Family allowance for security prisoner Babu Shyamananda Sen. 

34. Mr. JNANENDRA CHANDRA MAJUMDAR: Will the Hon ble 

Minister in charjare of the Home (Jails) Department be jileasecl to state — 

(i) whether security prisoner Balm Shyumauniiila Sen, at present 
detained in the Biixa Special Reserve Jail, has sent several 
|>etitions to the Government i>raying for the j»:rant of family 
allowance for his deceased vounji-er brother’s wife and her infant 
child ; . 

{ti) whetlnu* Shyainunanda Babu lias no other male or female relation 
who cnn look after and maintain his abovementioned widowed 
sister-in-law and her child ; 

(Hi) whether Shyamananda Babu used to help his younjrer brother and 
his family from his eurninos; 

(iv) whether Shyamananda Balm’s detention and subMe(iuent death of 
' his brother have made the condition of his bi other’s widow and 

child helpless; and 

(r) whether they are on the ver|i;e of- starvation!^ 

(h) If the answer to (/i) is in the affirmative, w'ill the llon’ble Minister 
l>e pleased to state whether he is considering^ the desirability of f^rantin^ 
him family allow^ance^ 

(c) If the answer to (/;) is in the negative, will the llon’ble Minister 
1)6 pleased to state the reasons thereof? 

MINISTER in charge cf the HOME (JAILS) DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Khwaja Sir Nazimuddin): {a) (/) Yes. 

(it) It is said that the widowed sister-in-law is now in her father’s place 
who looks after her. 

(m) to (r) No. 

(b) and (c) Do not arise. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: With reference to answer (a) (li), is 
Government aware that the w'idowed sister-in-law of the petitioner-prisoner 
is in her father’s pbnv because of jirivations in the prisoner’s house? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government is not aware. Govern- 
Cient is aware that the widowed sister-in-law is in her fatJier’s place. 

• 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Will Government consideitthe desirability 
of enquiring* as to what is the truth? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Truth aW what? 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA SEN: Reasons for her stay in her father’s place. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government will enquire. 
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Staamer servioe between Charabari and SaraJganJ Ghat stations. 

35. Mr, MIRZA ABDUL HAFIZ: (a) Is the Hon’ble Minister in charge 
of the Commerce, Labour and Industries Department aware that — 

(0 the ferry steamer which plied so long between Charabari steamer 
station in Tangail and Serajganj Ghat station, has been stopped 
since the 18th June, 1948; 

(ti) this has caused inconvenience to the passengers; 

(m) the Porabari steamer station lies at a great distance from Chara- 
bari ; 

(tv) the steamer becomes overloaded at Porabari; and 

(v) a large number of passengers are detained almost on every occasion 
at Charabari? 

(h) If the answer to (a) is in the aflirmative, will the Hon’ble Minister 
be pleased to state what action the Government projwse to tiike in the 
matter ? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMERCE, LABOUR and INDUSTRIES 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon'ble Mr. K. Shahabuddin): (a) (?) The steamer 
service was stopped from the 19th June, 1948, and not from the 18th June, 
1943. 

(i?) to (r) Yes. 

(Ij) No action is necessary as the steamer service was reopened i)y the 
fiteamer company on the 4th August, 1943, and it is running regularly at 
present. The .service was stopped for about a month and a half because the 
vessel employed on it had to be sent to the workshop for annual survey 
and repairs and the company could not provide a lelief steamer as many 
of their vessels had been requisitioned for military purposes. 

. Substitution of the name of Subdivisional Officer of Bhola in place of the 

Subdivisional Officer of Pirojpur in the speech of Srijut Narendra Nath 

Das Gupta. 

Srijut NARENDRA NATH DAS GUPTA; Sir, during my last budget 
speec'h on Civil Supplies while speaking about Bhola I inadvertently said 
that the Subdivisional Officer of Pirojimr issued 14 ration cards amongst 
bis menials. It was not the Subdivisional Officer of Pirojpur, but the 
■Subdivisional Officer of Bhola. I request the press through you to publish 
this so that justice ma>' be done to the Subdivisional Officer of Pirojpur. 

SPECIAL MOTION. 

On Food Debate. 

Mr. CHARU CHANDRA ROY: Mr. Speaker, Sir ^ 

throughi^ Home Ministered catelgorically 

dTO food dTCl I 
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. Mft SPEAKER: The debate is on food. You ran speak on food and you 
may have reply from the Minister if you put a question like that. 

Mr. MUKUNDA SENARY MULLICK: Mr. Speaker, Sir, tlie subject 
introduced by the three resolutions is not only an urj^ent one but it is a 
very serious one so far as this unfortunate province of llenpfal is now 
concerned. It has been rightly observed by the Hon’ble the Finance 
Minister while presenting the Budget Estimates for the current year that 
the one problem that matters today in Bengal is the “Food Problem”. 
There is no denying the fact that everyone in this unfortunate province 
is atfe(;ted — from the highest to the lowest, from the richest to the poorest, 
from the educated to the illiterate. If there is any differem^e in the 
various groups or ('la^ses of persons, it is only in the (legree; but the 
difficulty is felt by everyone in some form or other. The situation is 
difficult and the times are very hard. All the factors taken together leave 
no room for doubt that an action on a determined basis is urgently called 
for. There is hardly any room now to raise any acrimonious discussion 
over an unfortunate situation and to spite one another only for jaditical 
purposes without any the least desire to solve the real difficulty. 

On the ])resent occasion b resolutions have been tabled, 4 of tluun are 
couched in the same language. One of these has been moved. This along 
wdth the two others which have also been moved raise pra('ti(^ally the same 
question, namely, — that the Ministry have failed to tackle this difficult 
probleni with which the province is faced. A subject like this was also 
discussed at the last session of the Assembly when 19 resolutions were 
tabled on |)ractically the same lines, out of whi<‘h 9 were actually moved 
on the floor of the House. The discussion on that occasion took 4 days 
and the proceedings are now printed and ])ublislHMl. I hav(* g(»nc through 
the f)rinted prot^eedings once again to funl out if t!ier(‘ is anything new 
suggested now over what was done on that occasion. T have not howeva^r 
found anything in this debate which was not thefj mentioned. 

It is indeed a proud ])rivilege that a responsible Ministry enjoy. anM 
an envious jiosition that they occu|)y in the House and in the c.ouniry, in 
that they ha\e to reeeivt* all sorts of abuses from those wh(», for reasons 
known to themselves, do not agree with them in whatever they do or 
undertake. The present Ministry have also received the same in abundance 
and they ought to congratulate themselves for it. 

Speaking for myself, for the few years, that I had the opportunity of 
discharging the responsibilities of a Member of the (/OunciJ of Ministers, 
I maintained the view' that wlies f had the honour of receiving abuses from 
the Opposition, 1 felt that I was in the right; but if unfortunately I had 
any word of praise from any one of them, I really gi'ew very apprehensive 
that I might have gone wrong somewhere. I do not know how the present 
Ministry will take these abusive criticisms which have been showered upon 
them. It is certainly for them to say. 

If we* analyse the resolutions which have been actually moved on the 
floor of the House, it appears that they have charged . the Ministry that 



SPECIAL MOTION ON FOOP. 


[27th Sept., 


their policy regardiii^^ procurement ami distribution of foodstuffs as also 
with regard to increasing j)roduction. has been unplanned and ineffective 
and that the promulgation of Price Control Order has aggravated the 
misery of the people and that in the end it is said, that the Ministry have 
failed to save the people by procuring for them the essential necessaries 
of life. So far as these specifi(; points are concerned, 1 am sure, the 
Hon'ble Minister in charge of the Civil Supjdies Department will give his 
answer to itidicate the steps that (lovernment have taken to procure food- 
stuffs from outside the ju’ovince and als<» to distribute the same within the 
province. We know lie gave an ansjver to tlie debate on the 14th of July 
last when he mentioned the (juaiitity of various kinds ot toodgrains brought 
into the jirovince from outside 

Mfi ATUL GHANiDRA 8ENS On a point of order, Sir. We do not 
tind the Hou’hle Minister tor (hvil Supplies in this House. It is meet and 
[iroper that he should he present here. 

The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: His Parliamentary Secre- 
tary is here. 

Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: We do not want him 

The HotPble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIN: Sir, is it necessary that 
the Minister must he jireseiit herey The Chief Minister is present here. 
His other colleagues arc also present here. It is ridiculous to insist that 
he must he present here all the time. 

Mr. PRAMATHA NATH BANERJEE: May 1 rise on a ])oint of order, 
Sir^ On the 27tli March, PM‘h when Mr. Hamilton of the European 
Party was moving a censure motion on the (iovernment of tlie day on the 
question of food, 1 was unfortunately absent for five minutes and I was 
taken to task by the House for my absence. Tlie same principle, 1 hope, 
applies to ever> Minister under the (h'owu. 

/ (At this stage the Hon’hle Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy entered the Chamber.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: He is already in. 

Mr. MUKUNDA BEHARY MULLICK: He made another statement 
on the 22nd of July last in rejdy to a demand made on behalf of the Congress 
Parliamentary Party. It is certainly tor him now to say what 
he has to say (ui the subject. I am n»)t only sorry hut am amazed at the 
observations of, a very wihl description made by various honourable members 
who took part in the debate on the^^e resolutions which seem to 
suggest that the present Ministry <if Heugal are wholly responsible for all 
sorts of misfortunes that have happeneti in this province of ours. 

It is not my purj)(»se to give an answer to the various things that have 
been said. If, however, we analyse the facts which have been happeiiiiig 
for sometime now, it will appear that various events have happened for 
which no human being can l)e .said to he responsible. In October last 
came the unprecedented storm and raiu in the district ot Midnapore. 
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It was followed by the flood and waves from the liay. There is this war 
which has t^aiisetl havoc to the whole world for the last 4 years. Every 
one knows that all normal and ordinary activities of society and of Govern- 
ment as also of all public; institutions have been curtailed in a large 
measure ami that they are all now engaged in doing works in furtherance 
of w'ar efforts in some form or other. We have read of leports of other 
countries which are in the midst of war that not only their amenities of 
life have l>een cut short but that even some ot them are prevented by 

orders from enjoying all such things. Result has been that they are all 

made to share thet sufferings alike. In the next place, when it wuis 
expected that the nus crop would give some relief, came the sudden flood — 
firstly, in the river Damodur followed by the floods in the Ajoy and other 
rivers in the western })art8 of the province. We know the havoc that it 
has caused. It has not only ruined the crop which was almost ripe and 

ready for harvest, but that with the breach in the main railway line, the 

communication has also been cut off making it difficult, if not wholly 
impossible, for ))eople to/ move about in the j)ursuit of their ordinary 
avocations of life and in making it impossible for Government and other 
])uhlic* bodies to have various essential articles of every day use brought 
from places where there is yet a surplus. Can it he said under these 
circumstances that the present Ministry are even responsible for a slate of 
affairs which are a direct result of these unprec'edented c‘V(‘nts'^ I sulunii 
not. 

Apart from all these natural C’ulamities, if wc examine the other factors 
w'hich were brought into existence from Junc‘ and July hist year, 
there will remain no doubt in anylxidy’s mind as to who c.oiild he said to 
he resjmnsihle tor the very lamentable situation in whicdi wu^ have been 
landed today. About that time, no stock was taken of the foodgrains in this 
province hut a sudden order was ])romulguted fixing the maximum price 
of rice. Result w'as that this stuff practically disappeared from the market. 
The Ministry, which was tiien functioning, had however their own 
agents apj minted ; and in some places they utilised even the services of 
permanent officials to get rice purchased for their agcuits from the inferior 
of the jirovince. Rejiorts of various descriiitions appeared from time to 
time to show how a serious situation was cheated when no proper attempt 
was made to deal with the same. This order was afterwards withdrawal 
and the result was that the prices began to rise at a time when 
there w'as no reason or justification for it. It was even indic^ated by some 
of the honourable gentlemen who were then in charge of Administration 
that although rice was available in the months of February and March 
in Bengal at high prices, there might come a time a few months later, 
when no rice would be available even if anybody would pay Bs, 60 to 
Rs. 70 a maund. One can very well imagine the panic that such irres- 
ponsible statements would have caused in the minds of innocent 
people who cannot be expected to be in the know of things which have been 
happening in this province. If the present Ministry have not done any- 
thing else, they have at least done this that soon after they assumed 
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responsibility of the Administration of the province towards the end of 
April last, they put a stop to the rise of prices in the upward direction 
and that in the next pla< e, they got the Government of India to withdraw 
the ban from the neighbouring provinces and succeeded in getting 
a large quantity of foodstuffs brought to this province. In this attempt of 
theirs, I do not understand how if instead of appointing Ispahanis, who 
are strong enough to suffer a risk, as their agents, they had appointed 
Dutts, Sens, Kabirs and Zamaiis as their agents, it would have been of 
any help to this province. 

The Hon’ble the Chief Minister in winding the debate on his demand 

for Extraordinary Charges on the 2drd July last stated that a cry was 

raised suggesting that a price limit should be immediately put and as soon 
as this has been done, we find that whatever foodgrains there were in the 
market the day before, have now all evaporated. It does nbt take too 

long for anyone to find out the reason for this. It only indicated how the 

mischievous propensities of a body -of irresponsible propagandists, 
pretending to speak on behalf of the people of this unfortunate province, 
could have led or misled jjcople in charge of supplying foodgrains to the 
public to withdraw all the same from the market. 

I have had information from several places which suggests that various 
organisations wlihdi are political, semi-political or even semi-religious 
and the people connected with them, are constantly moving fiom i)lace to 
place in the interior of the j)rovince in advising such irresponsible people 
who are in charge of the duty of supplying foodstuffs to the public for a 
legitimate price, to withdraw the same in order to introduce a wreck in 
the ordinary machinery only to gain their own private, personal or political 
ends. Nothing is more unfortunate than a situation of this character. 
It will not do any good to anylnidy if such people go about doing propaganda 
only, M’ithout trying in the least to do even the small thing that one is 
entitled or is in a position to do. 

I agree that sufficiently effective steps have not yet been taken by the 
Ministry to bring sucdi irresponsible people to book. Officers or non-officials 
— whoever they may be, — when fouird to do anything of the kind, should 
be immediately dealt with at least for the purpose of putting a stop to this 
sort of mischievous propensities. 

J do not belittle or minimise the seriousness of the present situation. 
But if what has been said here and outside that people are dying in 
hundreds, thousands and lakhs is at all correct, then the whole of the 
sixty millions of people of Bengal would have ceased to exist by now. We 
have after all to remember that tiovemment are composed of 
human beitgs and that they are not all-knowing and all-powerful and that 
their resources are also limited. Again human beings are entitled to make 
mistakes. The question however is whether the Ministry have properly 
used their resources in the discharge of this very serious responsibility of 
theirs. If they have — and if they have not yet been able to bring a 
millennium — I do not think they are guilty of any of the charges^ or allega- 
tions which have been sought to be levelled against them. If they have 
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not got any sufficient resources, it is only necessary for all of us — specially 
those who claim to represent any public opinion— to help tliein in discharg- 
ing this heavy responsibility of theirs. Mere showering of abuses does not 
help anybody. 

We know that so long as the Ministry function on tiie basis of a joint 
responsibility and have no misgiving or misunderstanding amongst them- 
selves and are honest and true to their oaths, there is no difficulty 
for them and that they will not go out of office however much some of us 
may wish. When the other Ministry went out of office they know best 
why they did so. .We find it to our sorrow that when they went out not 
only the Administration was left in a hopeless condition but that the whole 
thing was left practically oft' the gear. It is no wonder, therefore, that 
the present Ministry should take some time in putting the whole thing back 
to order. 

In the course of this debate again the ery of a national Ministry waa 
also raised. I will not repeat what I said on the last occasion as to what 
a national Mini.stry would mean; but even if one-thousandth part of what 
we witnessed before the ))resent Ministry eame into office is sought to be 
repeated, we will (uily pray to (lod Almighty to save us and this unfortu- 
nate jirovince from such a national Ministry. 

Tile re'«!(dutions as worded and the reasons as advanced in sujiport of 
them are nothing but mere showering of abuses by a body of peojile who 
have nothing to otter to solve the serious problem at a very difficult time. 
Every one of us lias to admit that the present Miiiistry are trying their 
very best. The resolutions tlieretore do not lead us anywhere and 1 have 
therefore no other alternative but to oppose all of them. 

Mr. ftHAMSUODIN AHMED KHDNDKAR; Sir, I have carefully 
heard the speech of Mr. Mullick. He said in his speech that these motions 
had been moved tor political purposes. We heard tlie same thing when 
the Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy replied to the debate on the last occasion. 
The other day when Sir Nazimuddin replied to the debate on his demand 
under “G3 — Extraordinary Charges’* he said that it was propaganda. 
We on this side are telling this House about the dearth of food, scarcity 
of foodgrains and the distress of the homeless vagrants moving in the 
streets of Calcutta as well as in the district and subdivisional lieadquarters. 
When we voice the grievances of a vast number of people it 
cannot be propaganda in that way. Members opposite perhaps walk with 
their eyes shut in the streets of Calcutta and through th^r constituencies 
so they have not been able •to see anything. It is a peculiar thing 
to notice in this House and I mark it with great regret ^hat while this 
discussion was going on in the last few days my friends on the other side 
were smiling, were laughing and some of them went so far as to offer 
taunting reflections on this side. They might not have felt for these 
people, they might not have any heart to feel for these people, but at least 
for comMon courtesy they should have kept up a sorrowful appearance. 
It is a common courtesy and decorum in all societies of all countries that 



SPECIAL MOTION ON FOOD. 


[27th Sm., 


302 

when a story of (^lamities is heard one must pause for a while and assume 
an appearance of sympathy and sorrow. It was quite shameless to assume 
an appearance quite contrary to that. The other day I heard the honourable 
member representing^ the Muslim Chamber of Commerce quoting* 
a Hadis while defending the firm of Messrs. Ispahan! and Co. against 
charges levelled against tliat firm by members on this side of the House. 
Sir, I would request him to recollect to his memory a short Hadis — mean> 
ing that sense of decency and shame is the branch of the tree of faith. 
He being well versed in Arabic, Persian and Urdu ought to have explained 
to his comrades all round him that if they could not f^el for the suffering 
people at least they might assume an appearance of sympathy and sorrow 
when this miserable and woeful tale of these millions was told in thia 
House by members on this side. That tlie situation is grave, that the 
situation is very acute has been admitted on all hands here and abroad. 
The other day Mr. Amerj' made a statement in the House of Commons 
where he admitted the prevalence of a terrible famine in Bengal and that 
the toll of famine was 30 per cent, over the normal. While the same thing 
is said from this side of the House it is called proi)aganda. Will Sir 
Nazimuddin tell us whether th<* statement of Mr. Amery is a propaganda 
against his Ministry y Is it a propaganda against Sir Nazimuddin’s 
Ministry by pecjple of England''' Sir, I shall not d^^ell upon these things 
longer. 

I shall come straight to my point that the food situation has come to 
this worst state because of the mishandling of the j)r(d)lem b\ the present 
Ministry. (Certainly there were other factors resj»ousible for shortage of 
food but the present miserable situation and the acute distress are the 
outcome ot the mishandling of this Ministry and this Ministry is 
responsible for the j)resent situation. Sir, we have been hearing from tlu‘ 
mouths of members opposite a favourite catch phrase that this Ministry 
tas been left a legacy by Mr. Fazlul Hutfs Ministry. Sir, what was the 
verdict of that Ministry before going out of office regarding the foodstuffs 
in Bengal? It was a definite verdict of shortage. If that was followed 
by the present Ministry declaring that there w^as a definite shortage, the 
€ituatiou would have been otherwise. But soon after the assumption of 
office by the present Ministry instead of accepting the legacy ot shortage 
they a.ssumed that there was .surplu.s and lauiudied upon a scheme of anti- 
boarding drive for finding food in the houses of poor house-holders, 
agriculturists and cultivators. What was the effect of it? The little 
quantity of food grains that was still available in the mufassal came out of 
the possession of these growers, these small cultivators and house-holders, 
for fear of seizure and confiscation by (jovernment. Sir, the favoured 
agents, the sole agents of the present Ministry got a golden opportunity 
to buy at any price they liked and to bring it up to Calcutta. Thus the 
whole country was denuded of foodstuffs and foodgrains. 

Sir, while this Ministry assumed office rice was selling at Rs. 18. 
Soon after there was a meteoric shooting up of the price of rice to Rs. 45 
in a couple of months. There was no rest, there was no halt. What did 
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the present Ministry do? Just now we heard from Mr. Mullick that this 
Ministiy tried at first to eontrol the priee. AVas there any price control 
tlurinjr the few days of April and in the months of May, June and July 
and the major portion of Auj^ust^ Just before this House was summoned 
we saw' an order from the Department of Civil Supplies coutrollinf? the 
])rice of rice and })addy. What was its effect? Si)on after the ])romulffa- 
tion of the order the small quantity of food that was still 
available in the market disappeared. vSir, in the city ttf Dacca, the home 
(d Sir Nazimuddin,* the Chief Minister, there is dearth of rice and 1 cun 
tell this House that one tiovernment officer of rank wanted to buy one 
inaund of rice at Ks. To ami a Muslim i^^uitleman who was fastings without 
food went to the marktd to bu\ a seer ol ri(‘e and he could not ^et it f(w 
Us. 2. He had to fast a^min without tcaul. This is the result of that 
tirde?'. Witliout sufjply control oi pri<‘e of foodstuffs is foolish, and farce. 
It this Ministry assume that there was sufficituit supply then 
lertaiuly this conti'ol (d pri<‘<‘ oi rice and jjaddy w’ould have done some 
good to the p(‘ople. Sir, this Department of ('i\il Supplies has iHuome 
synon> moils tor corruption and maladministration. Sir. I \Mmld lake 
the House with me not here in Calcutta the food position of which has 
been vei‘.\ well described by many ol my honourable friends here, but to 
the coiuitiyside and 1 wish to t(dl tlu* House how the Ci\'il Supply Depart- 
ment has been tumdioniiig there. JMicre is a Civil Sujqdy (lfii(‘er 
witli a small office and staff' ai my place; he thinks that the Suhdivisioual 
(tfticer and the District Magistrate have no contrid over him, being under 
the direct control of the Hon’blc Minister in chargt* of Civil Suppliei. 
2 will tell tile House alxuit tile w'ay in W'hich the* distribution of foodstuff.*! 
and kerosene is <‘arried on at tlu* controlled rates. There an* two si*ts of 
dealers — one dealing in white kerosene and the oth<*r in what is known ii,s 
unrefined kerosene. Hut this oHicc? deprived the latter set of their quota 
tor no fault of tiieir.s ami distributed unrefined kerosmie to those dealing 
in white kerosene. (At this stage the member reached his time- 
limit J)ut was allowed to conclude his .speech in five minutes’ time.) Tluue 
was a hawker named perhaps Dhonai who was usually given b tins for 
sale at controlled rate, but be w’as deprived of them and for his mainte- 
nance a sum of Ks. 25 was forced upon the approved dealers 
us a monthly bonus. To keep up their own i)ursp after f)ayment of 
premium for favour shown to them and after payment to Dhonai, these 
dealers had recourse to secret sale at ten to twelve annas, a bottle in the 
black market. 

Sir, several maunds (»f atta and sugar and 100 tins of kerosene were 
placed in the charge of the Secretary of the local vSubdivisional Muslim 
League for distribution during this holy month of Ramzan; but the articles 
were being distributed only among I^eague Mussalmans depriving other 
Mus8aliu|ina of their requirements. Sir, is it the policy of the Food 
Minister that a particular section of the Muslims supporting the Ministry 
should be favoured by Government? Today is the 26th day of the holy 
month of Ramzan, but may I enquire whether these articles have gone 
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even to any League Muhammadan, not to speak of Muslims in general? 
Sir, I can inform the House that those have gone to the black market 
to fill the pockets of the favoured people of the Food Minister. Sir, this 
is the way in which food is l)eing administered in our pait of the province 
))y the Supply Officer of Government. Sir, there is no stock register for 
atta, sugar and flour and of other commodities; there is no register of 
approved vendors. Everything is on loose papers. You will find, Sir, 
that there are a se.t of venders at one time, and then suddenly one fine 
morning you find them all having disappeared and h9,ving been replaced 
by a new set of men. Seal and slij) of Supply Office are freely used for 
wrongful gain. During the month of Sabaii when the Sabebarat festival 
took place, certain quantities of atta, sugar and flour are reported to have 
been sent out but no Mussalman in the mufassal got any sugar, 
otta or flour; that was what hai)pened in our part of tlie country, and the 
whole quantity went into the black market, the major portion of which 
was sold out to a gentleman on the occasion of the tiradh ceremony of hivS 
deceased mother. Lastly, Sir, when the District Magistrate of our place 
(‘ailed the local leaders in a. conference for a solution of the 
present acute food shortage and we all agreed to co-operate with him ip 
this matter, the Assistant Secretary of the Local Subdivisional Muslim 
League jumped up and thanked his brother, the Secretary of the Faridpur 
Muslim lieague, for forcing the Minister of Civil Supplies to give seven 
thousand maunds of rice for people of the (jopalgunj subdivision. Sir, 
in reply to the debate on food on the last occasion the Minister of Civil 
Supplies said that five thousand maunds of rice had been sent to Gopalgunj. 
The statement no doubt was true hnd the thing was sent for the 
benefit of the local people in general but not for the purpose of propaganda 
being made by a (certain party or coterie of people represented by the 
Secretary of the local Muslim League. (At this stage the member again 
reached his time-limit but was allowed to conclude bis si)eech.) Sir, since 
the promulgation of i)rme control the situation has become graver and 
whatever little stock of food there was })reviously in the market has dis- 
appeared. I appeal to the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supply to make 
supplies immediately available throughout the length and breadth of 
Bengal, and I conclude with the proverb quoted by the Hon’ble Mr. 
Goswami that “he giveth twice who giveth soon”. 

Mr. C. GRIFFITHS: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the Fazlul Huq Ministry failed 
to ration foodstoiff in Bengal, as was done in Bombay, and is therefore 
primarily responsible for all our woe and misery — people dying by thousands 
of starvation during the months of August and September. 

Bengal needed monthly 7 lakhs of tons of rice to feed her people. 
Therefore when the crop for 1942-43 was only (19 lakhs of tons instead of 
84 lakhs of tons, it was clear that under an increased demand there would 
be about three months’ shortage. God alone knows what is going to 
happen during the next three months — October, November and December, 
before the harvest is gathered. It seems diabolical that people should be 
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Huq Ministry failed to commandeer rice' at the lowest possible price to 
feed the poor which constitute four-fifths of the people and number about 
40 millions. The Nawab Bahadur of Dacca was simple enough to open 
control shops to feed the poor — how maiiA did he feedP He caused u panic 
and the struggle for existence began, prices shot up to Rs. 20 per mauiid 
making it impossible for the poor to live. Hoarding and the black market 
became the order of the day, run by cruel and greedy traders worse than 
the th\tgs we read of in History. 

It was under such conditions that the Fazlul Huq Ministry was removed 
by the Governor and the Sir Nazimuddin Ministry was installed. The 
Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy stated that Bengal had a surplus that was hoarded, 
in consequence of which the neighbouring States refused to help because 
no drastic steps were first taken by him to commandeer stocks or to reduce 
prices. We must learn to help ourselves before we expect others to help 
us. Again all will agree, with adverse criticism and propaganda from the 
Opposition, which the Chief Minister Sir Nazimuddin says, “Even it did 
not stop at implicating the head of the province”, in the circumstances it 
was necessary to be cautious and proceed step by step, but in the interval 
})rice8 were mounting and soon reached Rs. 40 per inaund, while the poor 
were dying in tliousands due to the unfortunate scheme of the Nawab of 
Dacca, and this acted as a booby trap for Mr. Suhrawardy 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: May 1 rise on a question of privilege, 
Sir? We are agitated deeply by the report that within the precincts of 
the Assembly and just beyond it some hunger-marchers have been severely 
assaulted by the police and five persons have been arrested. It was at 
2-30 p.m, that this incident took place. I hear tiiat some of my esteemed 
friends went there and they saw that some persons were being roughly 
handled near the Assembly House. Sir, if the food debate goes on in an 
atmosphere like this and if people who are going to seek food outside are 
assaulted in this way the entire food* debate will be reduced to a sheer 
mockery, and we believe the jiresent Ministry joesided over by Sir 
Nazimuddin who waxes so eloquent over civil liberty will not at least try to 
prevent people dying of starvation from approaching the members of the 
Assembly to lay their grievances before them. 

Mr. P, BANERJI: Sir, 1 want to make one more statement with 
regard to this matter. I had just been passing by the (Jiyrency building 
where I saw a posse of constaiiles belabouring another procession. What 
I noted was that the procession was coming to the As8eml(j|ly and it is 
Parliamentary practice that all procession-s can come here and stand out- 
aide and their representatives can approach you through the members and 
see the members of their constituencies. Therefore, it is absolutely against 
all canons of Parliamentary practice to stop them and it is up to Sir 
NazimudjJin to say whether such a direction has been given to the 
poRoe today. 

Mr. SPEAKERS Sir Nazimuddin, have you got anything to say? 
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The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: Sir, I have got first of all 
HO informatioD but I contest ibe assertion that they have a right to approach 
the House and try to threaten ^he members i?i this manner. As a matter 
of fact, this is a prohibitive area and no procession is allowed during the 
session time to come to this jdaee. This in itself w'ould make it an illegal 
procession, and I am sure honourable members will agree that it will be 
extremely undesirable that people should come and in this manner try to 
intimidate the members of the Legislature to take any course of action. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Is it a fact that Sir Nazimuddin has 
been informed about this and that assault had actually taken place? The 
police might have cordoned them off. 

The Hon’ble Khwaja 8ir NAZIMUDDIN: 1 can say this that 1 have 
been in this House and I have had no information. But I know of one 
instance where an extremely despicable acdion was tried by some persons — 
1 do not know who they were. Two days ago, I believe on Friday, T was 
leaving this building at about 12>20 or 12-10 when I saw a large number of 
destitute peo])le assembled outside the Assemble building, and on enquiry 
1 found that they came here and they all had eards in which it w^as w’ritten 
that if the\ came to the Assembly building the\ would be given cloth and 
food. And something’ else w’as dene which 1 consider very despicable. 
Cards of these ]>eople by which they used to get their food Were taken away 
and bogus cards were given to them and they came here Avith the result 
that they lost their food which the\ used to get. Here also J think deliber- 
ate mischievous attempts are being made to intimidate the members of this 
Assembly by making these people come here by false propaganda and false 
information and I think those who are doing this cannot be too strongly 
condemned f(»r this kind of action. 

• Mauivi AZHAR ALI: Sir, through you I Avish to inform the Chief 
Minister of another fact. While 1 Avas passing through BoAAd)azar in a 
tiam there was a huge croAvd and 1 saw^ that beggars, children and other 
people w^ere coming in a procession and the police were not only obstruct- 
ing them but belabouring them and the people Avere fleeing about here 
and there. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: The facts have been brought to the notice of 
Sir Nazimuddin and he has made his statement. I hope that will satisfy 
the House. j 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Nbt at all. 

' . V. 

Mr. C. CRIFFITH8: Now, Sir, a press note states that after the 25th 
of September the wholesale price of rice will drop to Rs. 20. Mark the 
figure. It was the price for which the Fazlul Huq Ministry was removed. 
This price will incidentally help the hoarders referred to by Mr. Suhrawardy. 
They Avill keep all their stocks hidden and starve more people death. 
(A voice: Yes. His friend Ispahani.) They will secure rice at cheaper 
rates from next vear’s cron and then sell at Rs. 20 making a profit. Sir, 
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the present (xoverniiient first to oummandeer all the rice in the province at 
this price^ and secondly, to take over the surplus of next year’s crop which, 
I understand, is about 38 lakhs of tons? At the lowest possible price, say 
at oO per cent, more than the pre-war rates it will co.st Its. (io crores. Why 
should we pay oOt) per cent, more than pre-war rates, that is Hs. 217 crores 
plus another Ks. 22 crores for the retailer and brin^^ further miseries on 
the people? 

It is here we need the help of the ()p])osjti()n, first, to keej) down the 
cost of food for the j)eo]>le, secojol, to <,^iv(* the jute cultivtors a fail- deal 
to <fet their rice. If we raise the price* of jute* ue will jt‘oj>ar(lise oui‘ main 
industry which is ^yvin^‘ (lovernment 80 per cent, of theii- })rofils, (jovt*rn* 
ment did not hesitate to ratioii jiefrol. They commandeered our n»otor 
cars and houses. 1 can speak from exj>erience. My motor car was taken 
for a pittaiK'e althoutrli I protesteel; my house is occui)ie«f by (lovernment 
for the last two years and I have not received a pice as rent. ((Vies of 
“shame”, “shame” from the Opposition la*nclM*s. ) Tlicrefoie why sliould 
tlie entire resources of the province, the labour of nearly 40 to 45 million 
people, pass throu^rh the hands of a few at»:ents who will reap the sole benefit.’* 

America says that the food crisis is a British affair. ’Phe British 
Parliament says it is our affair, the affair of the lett:islature. It wv vote 
against this Ministry we only bring in the ]>revious om*. As we neeil an 
all-parties Oovernment at a critical time like this, the only solution is for 
the Oovernment to apply section 03 of the Act, and to form such a Mi?iis1?-,N. 
If this cannot be done the (jovernor should govern with an Advisory Boaid 
consisting of Hindus, Muslims and British. Bengal is a war base. It i.s 
occupied by the military. The (uitting off of food supplies is a war nH‘asure 
adopted hy -lapan. Therefore the province could come under mililarv 
control. What we want is a good and strong (lovernnient that will look 
to the interest of all and not onl\ to its own supjiorters. (A])plause 
and cheers.) 

Or. 8ANAULLAH: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I liave always been :i silent 
sjiectator rather than a violent talker hut l()da\ 1 could not keep (|uiel 
while the condition (d (’hittagong is the worst jiossihlc and there is no rice 
at all in the markets of Bengal. The other day my lionourahle Iriend 
Khan Bahadur Fazlul (juadir gave a somewhat rosy picture of (3iitlagong. 
From my personal experienee I can .sa\ that Chittagong is at present 
jmssing through the most acute crisis in its histf)r\ , There is no rice at 
all in the market. In the earlier part of the year, we harl a uiiimi hoard 
conference presided over hy the District Magistrate. There we suggested 
at that time that there should be a food census at least o4 the district of 
Chittagong because that is tlfr frontier distiaVl in the province and the 
Japs are just on the other side of Chittagong, hut tliat wastnot heeded to. 
On the contrary, huge quantities of rice w'ere commandeered, I do not 
know for what purpose, from the soutbern part of the (’hittagong district, 
especially Cox’s Bazar subdivision, from big zemindars like Mabmudullab 
Chowdhury, Haji Yarali Khan Cbowdhury, Ahmed Kabir ( howdhurv and 
others. •Where the.se large quantitie.s of rice went we do not know. As 
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a matter of fact in the meeting of the District Board once tliat question 
was raised and the Subdivisional Officer, Sadar subdivision, said that 
this was a false propaganda, that Government was not taking any rice for 
military or semi -military purposes from the district of (yhittagoug. But 
when one military contractor, Maulvi Monsob Ali Chowdhury, said that he 
had been supplying so much rice from the district to the military the Sub- 
divisional Officer had to admit that. From these it appears that from early 
in December practically almost all the rice was taken out from the district 
of Chittagong mainly for the consumption of mules or for military or semi- 
military purposes, or for what pui'poses we do not know and we were not 
taken into confidence. At present there is no rice at all available in the 
market. We approached the Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies who is 
always anxious for the co-operation of the Opposition, The other day we 
went t(» the office of the Civil Supplies Department and had a talk witli 
the various officers of the department, f went to Mr. Aziz Ahmed, to 
Mr. J. N. Talukdar and to Mr. Bajan and the reply 1 got from them w.ts 
to the effect that I should .see the District Magistrate of Chittagong, and 
that whatever supplies they sent to (’hittagong they sent to the District 
Magistrate of Chittagong, and they advised me to get foodgrains from liim. 
Fortunately, the Additional District Magistrate (d Chittagong Mr. Mclnern> 
was present in Calcutta at that time as there %’as a conference going on, 
1 got in touch with him over the 'phone and lie assured me that as soon 
as they got the re(juisite supplies from (iovernment they would give us 
whatever we wanted for relief purposes. At Calcutta tlieie is a Central 
('liittagong Belief Committee. The Bengal Relief (Committee was good 
enough to advance about Bs. I (),()()() and we locally collected about Bs. 5,000, 
hut we are not getting any foodgrains. I personall\ saw the District 
Magistrate with the Presidertt of the (,'entral Belief Committee and he 
assured us that he would help us. We demanded 1,000 maiiiids of rice per 
month, hu^ the District Magistrate agreed to give us only 500 maunds. 
The latest information is tliat some office-bearers of the District Relief 
Committee and other members of the .said Committee saw the District 
Magistrate and he said: “1 will give you suppl\ tomorrow”. Everyday 
they saw him, he told them ‘T will give \ou tomorrow", hut that tomorrow, 
perlia])s, will never come. During the last session of the Assembly 
Mr. Suhrawardy said on the 10th duly that he had sent to Chittagong 14,000 
maunds of rice and 20,000 maunds of paddy, hut may I ask Inm for what 
purpose this quantity was .sent. Was it for A.B.IC or the police or for 
(xoverimieiit employees, or for military purposes or foi* the civil ])opulation P 
The other day he said that 02,000 maunds of rice was being sent to the 
Chittagong DiWsion. May I know what has happened to this rice and why 
was it requisitioned K How much has heeb sent to the different District 
Magistrates, Lamely, of Tippera, Chittagong and NoakhaliP Was this 
quantity of rice required for Government officers or for the police, etc.P 
During the regime of the last Ministry Mr. Suhrawardy in the course of 
his speech said that the Ministry was making u mockery of the food situa- 
tion as the Hon’ble Minister in charge was absenting from the Assembly to 
avoid supplementary questions. May I ask him what has happenVsd to my 
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question which I put during the last session of the Assembly? I have not 
yet received any reply to that queSiion lest there should be a discussion 
about that on the floor of the House. On the 22nd July, I wrote him a 
personal letter offering my humble co-operation and T wanted to know the 
statistics, hut up till now I have not been favoured even with any 
acknowledgment from his department, although the letter was duly received 
by Mr. Sarkar on 22nd July, 1943. That is tlie kind of co-operation he 
is prepared to extend to us. If he treats us like this, how can we co-operate 
with him? In spite of this treatment, I went to him on behalf of the 
people of Chittagong, but up till now nothing has been done. I approached 
the Hon’ble Khan .llahadiir Jalaluddin for enlisting his support to the 
3)on-ofi]cial relief committee, but he refused. This is the kind of co-opera- 
tion that we can ex])ect from (lovernmenl. The Hoirble Minister said 
that we should not take the food situation a plaything of party politics, 
but by his action he is doing the same thing. In politics there is no 
sincerity; there aie only tall talks. It is just like this: om* side .sa\s 
.something and the other side denies ami says that it is a lie. The film's 
are abnormal. We sincerely hope that the Hon’ble Minister will go through 
liis own speech — 1 do not like to reproduce his words, but I would only 
refer him to ])ages 4-8 of his speech delivered on the food debiite during the 
regime of the last Ministry and I hope he will think over and ]>onder over 
these lines coolly and calml_\ and consider at what stage they have brought 
Bengal today. The people are dying in hundreds for want of food. The 
Hon’ble Minister has said that the\ are doing their level best anrl are doing 
whatever is humanl\ ])ossibb‘, but we are not going to be satisfied with 
that. After all is said and done we want food. If w<' do not get food 
we cannot be satisfied. The Hon’hle Khan Bahadur Jalaluddin told me, 
“We cannot take you into eonfidenee” when 1 asked him what was the 
aetual deficit h\ th(‘ district of Chittagong. There are three subdivisions 
in the district of Chittagong; in one subdivision alone, viz., Sadar “A 
there is a deficit of 1 ,4b(),()0() inuumK up to Dec-emher, i.e., 2i lakhs of 
maunds per month according to the Oovernment i ensus. Whui is the 
amount of bxidgrains sent in wheat, hajra and other things? And what is 
the amount requisitioned h\ tlie District Magistrate? 1 wanted to get an 
answer to all these questions from tlie District Magistrate but he referred 
me to the Civil Supplies Department tor the information. AVIien I approach- 
ed the Civil Supplies Department, they asked me to a])])roach the District 
Magistrate, so that we are driven from pillar to post and from post to 
pillar; that is our hard lot. 

CT CH'Z "WT ^1 , ^ 4^ ^1 

CSWir 5T5T ’tc?? m , 

Thus today Bengal is visualising to her bittter cost the situation, go vividly 
<l€scribe4 by her patriotic poet in the past. 
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LtH the 13 Ministers with their 17 Parliamentary Secretaries stick to 
their jobs even at this unprecedented national crisis. But we demand that 
at least these Ministers should be bold enough to give a true picture of 
Bengal’s present position to outside Bengal and India. Jf they do not 
do that, they will be guilty of murder and culpable homicide at least for 
concealing the real fact from the outside world. If the el*^cted representa- 
tives of Bengal minimise the gravity of tlie situation, foreigners and 
Britishers will certainly say that the food situation is being over-dramatised 
in Bengal. If the elected representatives think that the Ministry has done 
all that is humanly possible to tackle the food problem then why should 
w'e find fault with the British Government and the Government of India, 
they are also thung everything humanly }>ossil)le under the existing 
war conditions. 

With these words, Sir, 1 commend tlie motion moved by tlie Opposition 
to the acceptance of the House. (Loud applause from the Opposition 
h(‘nches. ) And let Mr. Suhrawardy remember the Persian verses — 

Mr. HARENDRA KUMAR 8UR: Mr. S}>eaker, Sir, India is a perpe- 
tually unhappy and undernourished country. Poverty and unemploy- 
ment are the two constant <*()mpani()ns of almost every household in this 
country. To thrust a total war upon a poor country like India is criminal, 
most inhuman and cruel. The result is what we find today all around us 
hunger, starvation and deaths, famine and pestilence. 

Bengal today is in the grij) of a terrible famine and if the war is 
protracted for a longer period other provinces will have to meet the same 
fate. Because of the geographical ])osition Bengal lias become the first 
casualty and the people of Chittagong Division are the worst sufferers. 
Their miseries and sufferings can better be imagined tliaii described. 

Thousands of families have been rendered homeless and landless. Vast 
areas of cultivated lands have been converted into air-fields and military 
camps. 'Pile denial policy has been given effect to with full vengeance. 

The number of beggars have imueased how many times it is diffi(‘Ult 
to estimate. They are moving from place to place and from one district 
to another for a morsel of bread. They are dying in large numbers on 
their way. Every morning you will find dead bodies . lying in public 
places, roads and railway platforms. 

Sir, the number of deaths ha's swollen up to .sucli an extent that dead 
bodies have he^vn thrown away into the river and khals like dead cattle. 
As a result of starvation from day to day (he vitality of the people haa 
diminished alipost to a breaking point and they have become easy prey to 
the epidemics such as cholera, dysentery, etc. Cholera recently exacted a 
very heavy toll. Of course National AVelfare Units were despatched but 
they came too late and they are now sitting idle for Avant of medicine. 
Malaria has become a constant companion in every' household but quiniuo 
is scarcely available. A large number of kitchens have been opened in 
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the I^oakhali districf. But almost all of them have been elosed as the 
villagers could uot meet the daily expenses to run the kitchens and the 
authorities demanded a local contribution of 25 per cent. Two chittaks of 
rice have been allowed per head per diem. One cannot eat gruel from day 
to day as prepared in these kitchens as a matter of routine. It t'an delay 
but cannot prevent death. The distress is acute everywhere throughout 
the province. The nature’s calamities have further aggravated the miseries 
and sufferings of the people of Midnapore ami portions of the neighbouring^ 
districts. The number of deaths reported in the (’alcutta jmiiers every 
morning indicate the gravity of the situation. Kejiorts are coming every 
day from rural areas that rice is not available in open markets. The 
(’ongress visualiseil this terrible state of things and tlie (\mgiess Ministries 
resigned. They shuddered to think that they would serve as instruments 
in the hands of those who have been sitting tight on the destiny of this 
unfortunate country to multiply th<‘ miseries uml sufferings of tho 
unfortunate peojde of this country. 

The Congress demanded a national (lovernmeni during the war as an 
instalment of complete independence after the war which would not inter- 
fere wdth the military operations and would at once enter info n treaty of 
alliance with the United Nations to help them to win the war. They wanted 
to create an atmosphere of real co-operation. If the Congress demands had' 
been acceded to, the ('ongress would have created an eniliusiasm and inspire 
a spirit of sacrifice and suffering into the minds of the jieople for a eommon 
object the defence of India — the vision of an independent India as a result 
of victory of the United Nations. 

But that i.s not to lie. The Congress is banned ami siippressiM!. Th(j 
Congress leaders and prominent (’ongress leaders, are confined in prison 
cells. The Congress is in bondage. 

The policy followed and the methods pursued by the (lovernment for 
securing co-operation in war efforts have failed to inspire a spirit of sacrifice- 
and suffering among'st tfie jicople of this country— -w' hi (ih is so vital, so 
essential for the purpose of creating an united front against the (Uietny. On 
the contrary it has created a psychology of personal gain, power and posi- 
tion. Everybody think.s in terms of self-interest, anxious! \ aw'iiitiug to 
seize every opportune moment to make money, to obtain power uml posi- 
tion by any means fair or foul and this is why there is so much corruption, 
jobbery and bribery even amongst (jovernment officials who have to carry 
out the policy and programme of the (lovernment into effect. The profiteer- 
ing motive has been allowed to grow to its fullest height. ^The demoralisa- 
tion of the people of this counjtry is complete. The policy of the (lovern- 
ment is responsible for all what has been happening today in this country 
under our very eyes. 

India is a deficit country in the matter of her food requirements. 
Bengal is a deficit province in the matter of rice— the principal food of the 
Bengalees. The population has increased but, Sir, the Government of 
the coun4ry has got no crop policy, the Department of Agriculture has never 



312 


SPECIAL MOTION ON FOOD. 


[27th Sept., 


made any serious' attempt according to a planned scheme to increase tlie 
production of foodstuffs so as to make the country self-supporting in the 
matter of her food requirements. 

Even when fhis country was dragged into the war the Government of 
India had no food policy. If really they had any, they would have collect - 
ed accurate statistics by taking a food census or otherwise at the beginning 
of the war to get them acquainted with the actual food situation in the 
country and then on reliable data thus collected they would have drawn 
up a definite policy and a planned programme to meet the food situation 
in the country as a whole — not only to meet the military requirements and 
the requirements of the (Government servants and essential services but also 
to meet the requirements of the civil population as a whole. But they 
have done nothing in that direction; on the contrary they have carried on 
vigorous propaganda by issuing statements and communiques to create an 
impression in the country at large that there is no shortage hut there is 
surplus. In the meantime the agents of the Government of India, the 
Government of Bengal, the agents of the railway companies, factories, 
mills, industrial concerns and public houses have been allowed to purchase 
foodgrains at any price and in this way huge reserves of foodgrains have 
been created by those concerns for their own employees thereby multiply- 
ing the shortage to an alarming extent. They have applied their whole 
mind to meet the military requirements and those of the essential services 
and the civil population has been totally ignored. They have ignored the 
primary obligation of a civilised Government to meet the food requirements 
of the people. After meeting the requirements of the military ])eople and 
the essential services what little remains will be available to the rest of 
the people. The result of this policy is that one section of the people has 
got enough food and is having extravagant dishes every day and the rest 
of the people shall liave to die of starvation. Now that the crisis has 
reached its climax is the Government prepared to requisition from these 
concerns the foodgrains found in excess of their requirements for the next 
three months and liquidate the same to meet the requirements of the civil 
population ^ If the answer is in the negative, does it not lead to one and 
one conclusion only, viz., the Government cannot guarantee fre.e flow of 
supply of foodgrains and therefore they are not prepared to take any step 
which, as they apprehend, may hamper the war efforts in any way? If 
this is true, why have they introduced the system of control of prices? 
Is it because that this would create black markets so that the Government 
and those concerns which are directly or indirectly helping in the war 
efforts may purchase from the black markets to meet any emergency that 
may arise in the prosecution of the war? ^ 

If that is s(), let them tell the people openly and in unequivocal language 
that they cannot meet both ends together, the prosecution of war and to 
save the civil population from starvation and death. 

But, Sir, is the Government prepared to remove all obstacles and allow 
the people to stand on their own legs to organise a united front on the 
food issue at this crisis? Otherwise that will also hamper war Efforts. 
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Mr. ANANDILAL PODDAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, jfrave allegations of 
corruption and nepotism have been made ajfainst the Ministry in the 
matter of food purchase and distribution, and, Sir, it will not do to say 
that these charges have been levelled only by the opponents of the 
Ministry. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy has not been able to meet the 
charges and has not only negatived any idea of public enquiry in the matter 
but has dared justify the situation. The Hon’ble Minister has pointed out 
the hotels and the eating houses and -is happy that in (’alcutta peojde 
having some money need not starve. 1 confess 1 was not prepared for this 
reply to the charges of mismanagement even from Mr. Suhrawardy. 

Sir, in spite of the Hon’ble Minister's rosy picture of supply to (-alcutla, 
the death roll in fhe city is mounting. The Department concerned does 
not care to give out the whole truth even in regard to (hilcutta and does 
not give an account of the the dead bodies pii'ked up from the streets. Sir, 
the Civil Supplies Minister would <lo well, it he cared to keep a record of 
these deaths, these passive murders that have been taking place all over 
the province. Had the disgraceful truth l)<*en disclosed, more succour 
would have been forthcoming from outside. People are dying in the 
streets and members of the lower middle class families in this <‘ity of ^uilaces 
are pining away behind the doors, and the Hoii’ble Minister ought to toel 
asliamed to say that the food situation has improved. He knows tliat people 
are not getting their supplies in ('alcutta even for money and he must he 
aware that foodstiifis are not available for mone.\ even in those districts, 
whicli have been declared surplus areas to suit the pur])oses of the (h)vern- 
mcnt. It is all the more shameful, Sir. while admitting that famine condi- 
tion obtains in certain areas in Hengal, the Hon’ble Minister invents laim* 
excuses for not declaring them as famine areas, lie wants to wear tlu' 
Crown but would not bear the responsibility. 

Sir, the Ministers an* deceiving tbem.selves and the world hy announcing 
that they are organising relief on a famine basis, Tlianks to the Punjab 
Minister. Sardar Baldev Singb for his disclosure and revelations and the 
<harges brought by him. The Hon’ble Mr. Suhrawardy has not been able 
to meet these charges. He cannot explain why milling charge at the rate 
of Rs. ‘1 was given in l^engal, nor the so-called reseive for stabilisation 
jmrposes can explain away the big gap between the Punjab price of Hs. 1()-(S 
and Bengal price of Rs. 17-H. How is it that after the Punjali Minister’s 
revelations, the price of wheat in Bengal has come down to a reasonable 
level? No explanation is forthcoming as tn why the previous high prices 
could not be brought down before these revelations 1)^ the Punjab Minister. 
Now coming to distributions, it i.s stated that wagon loads oi foodstuffs 
Iiave been imported into the province but where has the itock gone? It 
has sunk into the now^ famons*bot tomless pit by those whom the Ministry 
entrusted with the task <^>f distribution. It is colossal coiruption in the 
ma,tter of distribution, which is responsible for it. and unless this corrui>- 
tion is eradicated, there is no hope of any relief for this unfortunate province. 

The Ministry itself is responsible for raising a reasonable suspicion 
about its hona jidcs and only an impartial Tribunal can adjudge whether or 
not they^themselves are guilty of it. 
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Sir, the Miiii.ster.M are tinkerinfj Avith the problem of distribution. They 
allow things to drift On and iwnder over new schemes. They could not 
introduce rationing even in Calcutta, although a plan was ready several 
months ago. Sir, without adeijuate stock reserve and guarantee for regular 
supply witli controlled price, rationing is nonsense. But we do not know 
what arrangements have been or are being made for procuring sufficient 
stock before rationing is introduced in (alcutta. The enumeration list 
that was prepared at a considerable expense and labour, has become a scrap 
and a fresh enumeration has been decided upon. I am sure the whole of 
October wdll be over ]>efore the next step is taken and the citizens of 
Calcutta will remain the dupes of tomorrow. Meanwhile, the war clouds 
are clustering in tin* eastern horizon and from all accounts. Sir, Calcutta 
and the indusirial area Avill have to face heavy enemy air raids as soon as 
th^i Allies have started their offensive. AV’e have yet to know. Sir. what 
arrangements have been made tor foodstuff's being available during that 
emergency period. I am afraid, Sir, if such an emergency does arise, more 
people will die of starvation than by enemy bombs. The seizure of some 
negligible hoarded stock here and there, Sir, may help in getting up good 
newspaper re]>orts but does not exonerate the Ministry of the charges 
brought against them or their resixmsihiHty, and the problem remains 
unsolved. The a(;tual j)()siti()n is that the (lovernment cannot supply the 
retail dealers with the stock they Avere promised and even the commercial 
bodies, who have been endeavouring for distribution among their consti- 
tuents and workers, have been refused supplies, and the supply that 
has been arranged through controlled shops and other agencies consists 
mostly of rotten rice and attn full of worms and insects. IhAes the Hon’ble 
Minister knoAV that some of these foodstuff's are unlit lor human consump- 
tion and caiTv germs of fell diseases? (an he explain the sources ot this 
supply? Will he tell the Hou.se who is profiteering in respect of these 
rotten foodstuff's? 

# 

Sir, Bengal has fallen on evil times. In reply to the cable oi the Mayor 
of ('alcutta for relief of distress in Bengal the President of tlie I nited 
States of America has sympathised with the sufferings of the people of 
Bengal and have assured him that theA would facilitate the efforts of the 
British Indian officials in the matter of alleviating the distress. But the 
Secretary of State for India is content by referring to the provincial 
autonomy and this blessed Ministry is supjiosecl to shape the destinies of 
this unfortunate province. It will not do to criticise the Central (govern- 
ment or the railways. Nor Avill it do to impute motive to all sorts of 
criticism. Thcf must either function efficiently or g(> out. Sir, the 
Hon'hle ('ivil Supplies Minister has appealed for co-operation. The public 
in and outsid# Bengal did not wait for his appeal and I must repeat that 
had the truth, the whole of the ugly truth about the mounting death roll 
been disclosed, more sAiccour Avould be forthcoming. The Ministry stages 
a farce of co-operation by calling one or two conferences with a few trade 
rei>resentative8 but whenever any important step is taken, the plan is 
hatched behind closed doors. A lot of criticism has l)€en made about 



1943.] 


SPECIAL MOTION ON FOOD. 


315 


Messrs. Ispahaiiis aii<] 1 asked Die (loveriimeiH to clear wrtain 
reprdiiij; tlieir a])[)()iiitiHent as the sole piucliasin^' a^^ents in the last 
session. Not only no explanation has been ^iven hut the Minislrv is 
adamant and the,\ have been appointed as purchasing'' a^^ents for as many as 
eight districts. Tlie Ministry did not think Ht to t'onsulj non-otiicial public 
opinion in the matter. And I am afraid, Sir. after tlic (i(»vernment agents 
complete their purchase in these districts, rice will be a rare commodity in 
most of tlie villages in Dengal. I'o all appearances, Sir. the Ministi\ lias 
tailed to tackle witft the jindilems and is now vaguely appealing foi jmblic 
co-operation. I agree. Sir, in a crisis like this, public co-operation is 
eSvsential but 1 dare say it is not the want <d public co-o])eiation which is 
responsible tor this colossal crisis but the corrupt cotiI rivanccs ot the 
incompetent juachinery ot the ( lovernimuit . Hcsides, the co-operation of 
a band of workers, who are prej)ared to sacrifice theii lives to savt* the 
millions who are fast moving towards the grave is also essential. Sir. (<ven 
a thousand such genuine workers can do wonders. 'I'hev can organise local 
help and inspire confidence, putting a check to the destitutes' trek to towns. 
But a large number ot such genuine workers are to be found from among 
those who are being detained vvitiiout an> trial or conviction. Some of the 
workers recently released, have been doing wonderlui work and I am 
confident if the relief work is entrusted to them, the situation will greatly 
improve. This can be done as an experimental measure and I am sure 
these Workers will devote ihiunselvcs to the relict work and there need be 
no apprehension so long as the Defence ol India liulcs are on the Statute 
Book. Have the Ministry got the courage to <io so!^ The\ will be imple- 
menting their promise and in return will get real help in this desjierale 
situation. But, Sir, the Ministeis have not onl,\ changed opinions but some 
of them have changefl chame<»n-likc ('olour. Ami i am atraiil, the_\ have 
been complete1\ demoralised ami sooner the\ shed thcii responsibility, the 
bettei for tlii-^ province, 

Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMDAR: 

food ^ i Cg fl y T) I to C2T food 

^ irgrtg' ^1 ^ ^ food 

OT5 1 

ntro, 'Tbs”, “(TH 'fbs'' ^ ti'C'^TW ^^1 

^ ^ TOT ’SfbHftnr ^ «!tC5Tf5^1 ?n>5, 'BTWm Government 
Government 4*flC«TlHl 

^ Of CljJ 

wm, oH i 

^ ?rb5 (?f^ ^C5R Of C»rft Heart-line ^ I ^ 

^Vs ^ifOf^ C*Kl ^ TO Heart-line | 

^ ^ ^ Of ^mof food ^rfr ^ 

^5tC«Rr Heart-line (Tf CTO aitTfC^ ^ I Wifl, 
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■pr®? iiMff «Rt5iw 5nifi '$fin ^ Houseiat^s 

®Po P'C5gi*f (?f, inafti’? food 'asftc^ lii^ food i 

TO 57 (?H 'JlWlI ^5tm Tdc? ^ *^3 f*l9 ; "TO €171 TOtm 4«TO to*! 

TO 71 PF| PtTn 7t^»n ®fTO fTO57 I 'Stm 'srtft 7^*1% TTITO? TIW^ PC7 
®7^ 7'«I1? TSRTl C7, 7177^17 ftr7, C7 iflTTtrT? 71^ fit7 ^71 ■47IC7 TO 

'®rrc^ CT^ 47711:77 TCT? 4 '717155 TITO I 4^ C7 77 77-7f®lT, 

'll 71C7 7157 'T'TO 5717? 7171 glT^^I TO 5CT cTO ^W7 755 'Till 

.<1^ HouBe47 5lf7 <t1C*t ^ ^7 551C77 ^15^ ®7 4^ 771^ 7TO ^717 

fro 557 I C7® Pt« Tlfrot^, C7® '7ll?t TtfTmf , C75 #1 5lfTO5?, C7S 551^- 
55pt5?t 5lf7575!? I 4^ C7 ItTI^T ^ITTl — ^1577 47^ fV 551771 57 71 C7 47 W717 
5^1577 4771577 7155 f75'4 557 ? 5755 7fe77 7155 ^717 17555 71 5555 7157, TFlT'T 

C7 7^175^1 7^15T7 '71157 7rt771 7t7 7715, #7 571117 717 7r7 '7!7l577-'3 
77^717 5ll757 1TO55 I 551’ 71 557 <71^ 4^ Ito, 477 577517 Ito, 55l7T 47157 TO 
51577 ! food 7f1 75177 t|555T7 1^1 TITO C7 777 7l7 TO 5*7, tfClSTT 177 
Tl^lW 757 55155 C7TO 71^78 food '7171577 CTO '7155 I 5515T 1%®71 T7555 6ll, 5557 
71®17 71®t7 CT7 45 717577 TTO, CT7 5f1% l7l%^ I7l75& 57*177 45 C71T 
'7715157 7171 7l5P5, CT7 7l1Tl7 7171 5l^'5, 717-1 5'5l7l577 Tt7 iflT, 7l57l7 nfiRpR 
ITO 7171 '5^2157 TO55;, 'Tl^r Tl7 7ll7577 '7755717, 5571 It^^ItI^ ®l7"j7T 555, 
Tff? 77® 5tl757 175'7577 ^177-^171 5*17 T75^ I 4577 7’n T7717 711<i'» T17 Tl^ 
1^ ? Government45 Ttftr 4577 7T51571 471 57 TIItt 'TO 1t '5171 TO7 7575^ ? 
'TO5T '5171 51755 TOTT 47157 757 ; 51755 <11577 51577 77«l"5T71 47157 757 I 
fr® 'TO 51577 5lf7 '7157 fT' TO ®7 4^ Til? '5l5r7 f^TI Tfl I 

Th* Hon’bit Mr. H. S. SUHRAWARDY : ? 

Mrs. HEMAPROVA MAJUMOAR : 51755 v '7l*1f7 5 'l 75 ' 5«l | 'sTO' 57 

Government47 '77557155 '3 T1 (t- 7H%55 4$ 51^157 5l7tl57 5^5771 71577 ^ 
«[7T TO 557 71555, 5l7 TlfilT '7755717 T'^IW TO f5f7 5175^7 I 517 5l71 ^5 
77 I 51$ 5l5T 7Tf5 771 TO 4T| §77 Ito 5lfTO 577577 ; 47 5F717 fTO 557 ; 
4Tf77 71 4Tf77 47 B17l7 fTO 557 ; 71 Ito S^fRl 57$ I 4771577 57l5l$ fTOt 
5TO71I 47717 '7l»t7l577 575T '757T S655 I TO fr >1^:7, 1T T^P, fT 515ln7 I 
4 '«t1»t7l577 T15'^ 571551555 71 ? 47 5657 7:^ f777 '717 It Tll7 71 I 5Tt7 
'7157' , Cn^ 57j55, 5T17 57155 TO 4 Goveniinent47 '71771577 ’n7''57Rn 7517131 
7717 7t56f ? 'TtPf TfiPt 71 fT 5715 47 f557 Tl55 I CT57'8 575 T755 5Sf5if 
defwnation4 »fi555 57, 71 557 TTl 575 57 fT 57l5 I CT7 ? '71*17171 71577, 
'7171577 '5157'' 5TO 71517 7t®l7 TfTTl f^ 57 — 57 47157 *1117^7, 4S|lT7 
ff^T'tnt 4$ 7T7 TO TO TfrTl f75W 5755 57 I TO5T ’TO1577 4$ Govern. 
iwm*47 Tlt57, 4$ 7T7$ 77® 7(751 5575^ I 4$ 7T7 77® 717417 717417 tPpTI 
flro f755-®75 4177 TO Ti jlT 5 ^IHI*!! 55755 I I4;5*tl77 Pl®71 ^7 *1^1® *fl55f 7| | 
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(TT ^8\ 51^ ^«r, m ^ c^ i 

^0\ i?t^ fro Ff5T frofl W?f I 3^1 C^Ktr^T 

‘^C\ ^ ^ f4C^C^ I, (A voice: *0 3;(1 C^iR ?) ? 

x8\ ^ 3rt^ 3(1 ^ j C^<J|t'^ ^ ^*TO5 ^’<<1^ (71^ 

Black MarKet ?l fV C’T^ f^ ^C\ I <5 Ft^l , 

?73fr^ts, fhmfR, ^ vtm, ^ i cvrr^ 

^I'^t^, b^0\ ^I41 bt«1, ^5lM3 ^'Qin •?! I ^ iiieinber 

^ c^ ^prc^ I M.L.A. srrtlronn f% ^ cvfi^ 

’fbj ^ ; €r<l ^ C3I ^5ttTf?r fV y ‘^tTO ft til^- 

^TR R ^11 (71 ^ ^stOT ft ? ^ ^ c^ *?ifinp ^1 <fm ^lit 
^31^ ft ? &Pr 3^1 ^Ti'Q I ft^ ^tr*nf 

(71 ’m ^!TW(7r?f (71 jpps m<uf^ 

C^oC^ C3f:3|t7R, fb^ 'TO! (TT^fCR I '*11^ <ij<fi?l '^kV< 4lt^ <«i(.^l I C^ 
(TTt^ (7f’«rC75 ^ ^IW 'BfWl ^Glb\blb‘\ ^'31 TO7W (TTC^DT?! 

(yf^ <ttfe ^ I ^ ft«rR (y(^^ ’ttft^, ft^ <ii^ om) (T^^ivu^t cm^ ? 

*ff#t Ttr^ w?] ? c^ ^3tcR ^ TO« c«i"t5F 5mt?f 'ftftf 

I ^ Giljm C^ (TT’Sk^ ^1, (Tfivflll C-sM? 

€t?i ^rm ^ ^^ftt^ft? 

'?S^r5 C? Government ^RVpf^ (71 (7Tl^ 

^ "srtiini i 'srtft :rfr ftsJPn 

bt^* (71, (71 ^5tOT ftni ^T71 ^Tbb — (Tift ^-f lvsi 

fr^ cg ftry ft^ii b^ =^rc5# i 

^T4^ 'l c^ ^3rf^ ;fic^ (TTQ^ ^iT. 

3?t'8^ ?T=f?l ^T, ^1 ^5tOT liJR C^ 3^175 ^oftTOS '2lBll 

TO! (^ y 

ef1'^(75 bt$ I ^1 bfe«T ; ^5W^ (?f>QTn 711 ft I 

b^ftr^ ^ft*f Tbirc^ I (Tf’^fiTb ftrs c^it^i 7? bl^r 

^n I ft^ (71 miyx c^ ^fr witt^ c^'^, c^ of^ ^ 

3fCiR ft ^TTT ? ^TWH 31171 77, GovemmenM7 vfjj^ TTT^ I '^It^ 7701^7 
'Ttft 7fl TTWTCT? "71717 ft^ ’rf^Hl (7Ft7t7 (TTSTl TCb^, ^7^ ftWTT 

'(5tb77 (TTOT 7C7, *77' W7T TJTTH ^771 TCbb (7T6 i '7t7lC77 Wt7!b«T ^771 

^ 7T71 I » 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: Mr. Speaker, Sir, the gravamen of 

their charge against the present 

Mr. 8URENDRA MATH BI8WA8: Mr. Speaker, did he not speak on 
the first ^y of the discussion? 

Mr. .BREAKER: No, he did not speak on this food debate. Yea, 
Mr. Siddiqi. 
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Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: The gravamen of the charge 
against the present Government is that it has appointed a Muslim business 
house as its sole agent to purchase foodgrains from outside Bengal. This 
has been done elsewhere also. 1 am not so sure that the barrage of criticism 
levelled against the Jspahanis is not an outcome of jealousy in rival trade 
quarters or an efiort to hide the incompetence of their own proteges of the 
Denial Days. None will welcome more than I full publication of the 
report of Mr. Sommerset Butler. Jt will tfirow a good deal of useful light 
in solving this mystery. 

The Denial Scheme and the removal of surplus stocks from the sealmard 
districts io safer places have come in tor criticism. The total removed was 
4,78,680 maunds of rice and o, 44, 982 maiinds of paddy. Except ()8,7o9 
maunds of rice shipped to Ceylon, the entire j)urchases were consumed in 
Bengal. For months, the industries, public ulility organisations, Calcutta 
shops and markets, Government servants, areas in difhcTilties including 
Midnapore, 24-Parganas, Howrah, Chittagong and other places were fed 
from this “DeniaT’ stock. The Leader of the Opposition knows tins better 
than any one else, becau.se it was during his regime that the removal wii.s 
effected and it was in his time that the stock was consumed. 

At the outbreak ot the war the trade estimated the reserve stock ol nee 
in Bengal to be sufficient for six juonths. Pri(*es of all '•ommodities began 
to move up; rice and paddy w'ere no exception. Holders, both mercliants 
and agriculturists, were tem})ted io release their stocks more freely. 
Demand to(> increased substantiall\ . Industries already established began 
to work at full ])ressurt‘ an<l n(*w industries sj>Taiig up. AcKxhome const ruc- 
"ion and other war work in and near Bengal. <*alled to? more labour. 
Bengal, the granary of Eastern India, became the hap]>y hunting ground 
for industrialists and contractors. 81ie ainiy too bought through contractors 
and the Supply Department, Ex])orts continued unabated and unrestricted. 
Ceylon, South Africa, Mauritius and friendly countries like Arabia and 
the islands in the Persian Gulf, had to be supplied with rice from India, 
as Siam, Saigon and Burma had been cut off. Burma alone meant in terms 
of rice a loss of 2^ lakh t(ms to Bengal. The an.s crop of 1 942 was ])oor and 
almost a failure. 

In October, 1 942, the cyclone in Midnapore and 24-Paigauas, the two 
most fertile and largest 'unan rice jmoducing areas w’ere devastated. Three 
million tons were lost. Ilie aman crop naturally, fell short of calculation. 
Land and transjmrt facilities added to the shortage. Bengal was, thus 
faced w’itli a deficit, the effecds of which began to be tell by February, 1943. 
Any ])erso!i, who liad paid the slighte.st attention to the problem, would 
have foreseen the difficult times ahead, as early as November, 1942. Com- 
placency and lack of imagination added their (piota to our misery. The 
Chief Minister, now the Leader of the Opposition, cannot feel happy over 
his performance at the Food Conference, in Delhi, in December, 1942, in 
which he declared that all w’^as well wdth Bengal, none need worry about 
it, he wi(>uld ifianage its affairs satisfactorily. Bengal was left out of the 
larger scheme. The millions now in distres.s are paying with their lives for 
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that folly of colossal magnitude. While other deficit provinces took speedy 
and effective steps to put their houses in order by curtailing consumption 
and increasing production of foodgrains and vegetables, our nawaba 
remained inactive and did nothing. All this happened while they Mere in 
office. I may be asked : AVhy then did the League assume office when it 
saw the tragedy ahead so clearlyP My answer to that is: We took office 
because we wanted to serve and save Bengal. 

It would have been cowardice to have shirked our duty. We took office^ 
knowing that the tragedy could not be averted, with determination to w'ork 
unceasingly and arrest the mischief that has been set afoot. We have 
worked towards thart end. The Minister for Civil Supi)lie8 bus not spared 
himself. lie has worked night and day intelligently and determinedly. 
Bengal owes him a debt of gratitude and post(‘rity will have reason to be 
grateful to him. 

It has been said that the Ispahanis had purchased large Kiocks of rice 
and paddy at low prices and sold them to Bengal at a great profit, thereby 
making money out of the .starving millions. Bengal consumes about 
25 crores of manuds of rice per year; that means, about 7 lakhs of niaunds 
per day. The Ispahanis have bought about 22 lakhs of maunds for the 
Government of Bengal, that is to say, a quantity that would last at the 
maximum for four days only out of 305 days. All this noise over the 
quantity purchased will at once pnive why if is being made and the motives 
behind it. As a matter of fact on the 15th of March, 1943, tlieir entire 

stock w'as 4,933 maunds of rice and 1,349 maunds of paddy. On the t31st 

March, 1943, it stood at 4,933 maunds of rice and 3,431 maunds of paddy. 
Those who are familiar with the trade will at once realise that this quantity 
would be less than a fleabite for a firm of the standing of M. M. Ispabani 
lAd. You, Sir, declared the (jovernuKUit funrhts offirU) on the 29th March. 
Itetuins, as required by the rules, had to he submitted tort nightly. Had 
the Government of the Il<)n ble the Leader of the Opposition entertained the 
slightest suspicion about the Ispahanis, it w’ould not have sjiared a moment 
to check up figures to land them into difficulties for, that >vould have meant, 
for their accusers, a major political victory. 

Diret’tly there was Vw Trade in the North- khistcin Zone, on the 18th 
May, 1943, the Ispahanis sent their men, who were experienced and effi- 
cient, to places outside Bengal and in the Free Trade Zone, even before 

they had been appointed Government agents. By doing so they were in a 
position to give Bengal, within 48 hours, no less than 238,751 maunds of 
rice, at an average cost of Rs. 14-12-9 per maund. The Ispahanis gave over 
this rice, which they need not have done and no power on^arth could have 
compelled them to do so, at cost price, when the ruling rate was Rs. 30 and 
above. Their profit at that rate would have been Rs. 36,29,761 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: At this stage, may I ask the 
honourable member to make it clear (Uproar.) 

Mr.VEAKER! Are you rising on a point of order P 
21 • 



Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Yes, Sir. 

Mr. SPEAKER: What is your point of orcltr? 

Dfa NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Sir, my esteemed friend Mr. Siddiqi 
i» reading out a prepared speech quite unlike his usual practice. (The 
Hon’ble Mr, H. S. Suhrawaedy: It is only a point of interruption!) 
My point of order is the point of order raised by Mr. Siddiqi hinwelf as to 
how long would you permit a written and [)repared speech to be delivered 

by advocates who are benefited by the charity of Ispahanis 

(Interruptions.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: That is no point of order. Will you kindly resume 
yo«r seat? 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN SIDDIQI: From the day they were appointed 
agents, that is the 20th May, they have ceased to do business in foodgrains, 
they have no stocks of their own and, therefore, need no godowns and as a 
matter of fact they have none. It will also (*ome as a surprise to many 
that after their experience of the surplus removal, intrigues, of the previoua 
Oovernnient, the Ispahanis were not anxious to accept any responsibility 
for and on behalf of the Government. They had to be coaxed by the 
present Government and persuaded to take up the onerous task. The 
previous Government had created no organisation of its own to collect ric^ 
from inside and outside Bengal. No Indian or European business house 
would take up the work either on the ground ol lack of organisation or the 
narrowness of the margin of profits. The organisation of the Ispahanis 
came in handy and on occasions the Government owed it 40. 50 and even 
60 lakhs a day. 

There has been talk of 4^ crores of ru])ees and some arithmetic was 
also indulged in by the ex-Minister for Food. Will it be too much of a 
trouble to multiply the number of mauuds of rice and paddy purchased by 
the average price the honourable member for the municipalities of 
Murshidabad would recommend? He will then find where the 4i crores 
have gone. 

They want to know where the millions ot tons ot rice, the 4^ crores had 
brought in, di8a])i)earpd. That, again, is a matter of sini])le arithmetic. 
Given the amount and the quantities ot cereals it would tet(‘h, the answer 
will be found in the stocks supplied to control shops. Chambers of 
Commerce, hospitals and their staft’s, Government servants, free kitchens 
and shops opened by charitable men and societies and the large quantities 
dispatched, from time to time, to different parts of Bengal, which were 
short of the commodity. They will find that every grain of cereal is 
accounted for. I hold, Sir, that but for the flow maintained by the firm, 
conditions would have become worse. For any difference between quantities 
bought and delivered in Bengal, covered by the word “disappeared'' I would 
ask the critics to refer to Sir Thomas Rutherford, the Bihar Governor, now 
ours, the Raja of Parlakimedi, Chief Minister of Orissa, who honours us 
with visits now and then and the mighty and all powerful Centre. Aa and 
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when the Opposition finds that what I am saying is correct, I hope that 
those who have been led to make wild and iri'esponsible statement, will 
join with me in offering our grateful thanks to M. M. Ispahan! Ltd., for the 
great and meritorious services they have rendered to Bengal in its time of 
need. (Cries of “Oh! oh! from the Opposition benches.) (Dr. N.\UNAKsnA 
Sanyal: You have reason to be grateful to Ispahauis for having purchased 
for you the Standard Insurance Building at a cost of Rs. 8 lakhs.) The 
honourable member for Murshidabad who knows so much about the rice 
problem will perhaps be surprised to know that Ispahanis have not taken a 
single pie as commission that they had to draw from the Oovernment. 

The House was given another piece of infonnati{)n as if t)ii great and 
unimpeachable authority, to the effect that the Ispahanis had raised the 
prices deliberately to swell the amount of their commission which was based 
on price. That, Sir, is a deliberate and mischievous misstatement. The 
commission is payable on maundage and not on price. What will surprise 
the House more is that the Ispahauis so far, have not submitted their bill 
for the commisHion and have received not a single pie on that accinint. 
Besides the commission, the Government of Bengal, owes to the firm of 
Ispahanis expenses for })acking, handling the goods, gunnies and ollitu’ 
incidental charges. What the actual amount on lakhs of maunds will bo 
can be calculated easily. 

It has been stated on the authority of the (’hief S(‘cretary to the 
Goveriinu'nt of the Central Ibovinces that Ispahanis bought rice in those 
provinces at Rs. 9 to Rs, 10 per maund, in order to sell it at inflated price.s 
in Beiijzal. 1 declare it on unimpeacliahle authority that this again is a 
concoction of the imagination of the honouiidilc memher's brain or a deli- 
berate lapse of memory on the part <tf llu' Chid Sccretarv, if he has been 
reported coneitly. 1 susfiect the reporters, for, (he COiief Secretary knows 
that whatever ii<'e Ma^ j)uichas(‘d in the C<-iitial 1bo\jnces was given to the 
Government at pui’chase price an<l remained in tin* Central Brovinees us tin* 
property of the (Toveiiiment. The honourahle member for tlie munieijialities 
of Murshidabad, stated it as a deliberate fact that a discrepancy of 
Rs. 60,000 was found in the account of the Ispahanis. fDr.^ Naunaksiia 
Sanyal: Up to June last.) That, Sir, is, again, a deliberate misstatement 
made by the honourable member, knowing it to be untrue. He has picked 
up the gauntlet thrown by the Chief Minister and agreed to establish his 
statement. He was supposed to meet the Minister the next day. It will 
be interesting to know whether he did so. The Chief Minister owes it to 

the House to let us know the result of the meeting. 

• 

Deliberate misstatements of a reprehensible character and rfacts divorced 
from the truth have been uttered in the House. Is it not. Sir, a disgrace- 
ful prostitution of the privilege and shelter offered by the Assembly P 1 
ask them to come out and make these allegations outside the House. We 
shall then know how to deal ^with them. J feel certain that they will 
not do sc% 

(Intermptioii.) 
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Mri SPEAKERS Dr. Sanyal : I would request you to keep quiet. You 
know the rules of procedure of this House. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: The honourable member for the 
University of Calcutta has been requested to satisfy himself in any manner 
he chooses, to check the accounts himself or through qualified accountants. 
He has, however, made vague and unfounded allegations and never laid 
any definite charges. He wants all the books and vouchers to be carted 
from the offic’e of the Ispahanis to the offices of the Civil Supplies 
Directorate. Such a thing is Jiot possible, as it will iuterfere with the good 
work being done. If he were to state six, 12 or 20 cases, he would like to 
liave investigated, every facility will be given him to do so. If found 
guilty on any one single item then he will be justified in condemning the 
Ispahanis all along the line. Is it fair. Sir, to traduce the good name of a 
business house without satisfying yourself even priirui facie y of the truth 
of your statements? I challenged every one of the statements of the 
honourable member for the municipalities of Murshidabad made the other 
day. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Today I demand it. He has no guts to 
challenge me. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: He had to modify one or two while 
I was 8])eaking, He will have to eat his words when the honourable member 
for the University of Calcutta has made his investigation. I hope he will 
do so soon, for every hour, tfvery minute counts. The Ispahanis may be 
lof)ting us more and more from hour to hour. It is a duty he owes to the 
])eople of Bengal as well as to his own conscience to be up and doing. I 
hope he will not shirk it. Bengal expects that Syamaprasad Mookerjee shall 
do his duty. 

it i.s a pi1>, vSir, that so much heat has been imported into a matter 
which, on all canons ot decency in public affairs, should have been kept out 
of ])arty polftics. It was the one matter on which one and all in this House 
and outside it should have joined forces and worked together for the stricken 
people. But there are unfortunately, men among us who must make use 
of calamities brought upon us by Nature and Man, as a political handle 
and make capital out of the scarcity of food in Bengal to serve their politi- 
cal ends. When they cannot explain away their failures when in office, 
they must necessarily find fault with others and blame them for results of 
their owp intmmpetence. When in office they directed their venom against 
the Central Government, the Governor of this Province and the permanent 
officials; now, that they are out of office, they have adopted the same tactics 
against the present Ministry, They want us to believe that things took a 
bad turn the moment they went out of office : They expect us to forget 
their 16 months of office, 16 njonths during which they held the destinies 
of the people of the Province in their hands, — which may aptly be described 
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aB the period of incubation of the present crisis. All their pleadings and 
prevarications will not make the people of Bengal change their conviction 
that what we are facing today is the legacy left by them 

aJj j yijy ) tjji CjL 

v)b) J ^ jfoj j-i. d] ji 

[He Himself was the jar, Himself the maker of the jar and Himself 
the clay out of which the jar was made. Himself the drinker of the 
wine out of the jar; 

And He Himself has come forward as a purchaser of the jar — He 
broke it andj^rent away.] 

Before God and man they stand condemned for the injury they have 
done to the people who deserved better of them. And now they have 
adopted tactics in the House and outside which do them no credit. They 
are forced to resort to cheap humour and indecent vulgantie.s — their bright 
references to the words t/iktaposh and “procurement'' would prove their 
intellectual bankruptcy. 


y 

[You have now taken to making faces after having flung abuses 
till now : so far you had fouled your tongue. Beware lest you soil 
your mouth also.] 

But, Sir, I am not hopeless about the Leader of the Opposition. In his 
heart of hearts he must realise that his colleagues are exploiting him. They 
are using his name and prestige. He fully appreciates that his present 
associations have made him incapable of service to his Muslim brothers 
because they do not want him and to his Hindu brothers because they know 
him. We may still hope that he would one day return to the Siratul 
Mustaqeem. 

I have done, Sir. May I, with your permission, make an appeal to the 
Government? We are passing through tragic times. Some among us, lik« 
our poor brothers and sisters seeking food in the dustbins, are seeking 
politics in the tragedy. Between the 15th of 0(;tober and the 16th of 
December, until the amum crop is gathered, the situation will become still 
more serious. Let the Government carry on without beiflg influenced by 
what they are saying. Not they but the people of Bengal will judge them 
Anally. Courage and determination to serve will carry* them through. 
Succour must come and ships must be released even at the risk of delaying 
war operations. Feeding Bengal is a major wuir effort. Our patience has 
reached the breaking point. liet our rulers wake up. Not questions and 
answers in Parliament nor food debates here, but ships loaded with wheat, 
rice an<f any and every variety of edible goods must continue to dump their 
cargoes on the shores of Bengal until we are out of^the wood. 
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Mr. M. 8HAMSUDDIN AHMAD: Sir, I was not in a mood to apeak 
for other reasons, but I am sorry I have got to speak. The cat, I find, is out 
of the bag. The spokesman of the Government, the so-called spokesman of 
the Government, has spoken out that they favoured this province by taking 
office because they knew that the tragedy could not be averted. Now, Sir, 
as regards taking office, Sir John Herbert favoured these people. They 
were thrust on Bengal. Everybody knows that. Now comes forward the 
agent or the advocate of Messrs. Ispahan! & Co. and tells us that though 
they knew that the tragedy in Bengal could not be averted they took up 
office so that the so-called Muslim League Ministry might see that thousands 
of Muslims died in this province. They took up office even when they 
knew that the tragedy could not be averted because they thought that it 
was much better that these people died under the shadow of the Muslim 
League Government. That is the thing I find. However, I leave that 
aside. 

Let me come to the point. 1 will not take much time of the House 
because the thing has already been discussed and the facts and figures have 
been placed before this House. I will simply put a few questions to my 
friend the Minister for Civil Supplies and then ask him what he is going to 
do next. You all know the different statements which Mi, Suhrawardy 
issued after assuming office. I shall refer only to the statements issued on 
the 4th and 17th of May. He said that tlie prices then prevailing were 
speculative prices and that the shortage was not really shortage but was 
surplus. What was the result? On the assumption that there was surplus 
in the province Mr. Suhrawardy started an anti-hoarding drive. What was 
the result of the anti-hoarding drive? We do not know anything about it. 
Whether Mr. Suhrawardy could recover or unearth any hoards from under 
tahtaposhea or wlietlier he did not get anything, we do not know. It would 
only be befitting on the part of Government and of the Food Minister to 
issue a statement, a public statement, to this province so that people could 
know really what was the state of affairs. We can assume from the non- 
appearance of any statement that Mr. Suhrawardy found to his cost that 
there was no hoard and that he could not get at any surjdus, or at least 
as much surplus as could be given out to the jniblic. First of all, he left 
out Calcutta and Howrah and then included them in another drive. What 
has been the result of this drive we do not know’ yet. In season and out of 
season not only by the Opposition but also in the press and on the platform 
it lias been said that Government have appointed Messrs. Ispahan! & Co. 
as their sole agents for purchasing rice. We have heard something read out 
by the advocate'* of the Government and of the firm on the floor of this 
House. I am not attaching any importance to that statement because I want 
to hear what lire Food Minister has to say about the position of food in this 
province. As a result of these two drives what was the stock that the 
Government got? Aftei' the two drives, what followed? Mr. Suhrawardy 
thought that there must be a price control. If there was no price control, 
then prices could not be brought down and the September session ww 
coming. Therefore they must. show that prices had been brought down. 
May I know one thing? Before introducing price control, he declared 18 
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districts as surplus districts, 1 do not know whether he has got any definite 
idea about the position of these districts. I can tell this House about my 
district and some of the districts that I know of. I do not know whether one 
of my friends, Mr. Mohsin Ali, w'ho comes from Nadia has ever been 
consulted and what opinion he has given to the Ministry about Nadia. I 
do not know on what authority my friend Mr. Suhrawardy has declared 
Nadia as a surplus district. There are other members of the 

Assembly belonging to the Government party, and I do not 

know whether any of them said so to him, on the strength of which 
the rice agents of Government have been let loose there to purchase whatever 
aus paddy they can secure in my district. From Daulatpur thana in my 
subdivision more than one-half of the total yield of aus paddy has been 
purchased. When I last went to Kusthia I was told by the local peasants 
that they had sold out the major portion of their rice. I asked them what 
would they eat after a few days and the reply was that they could do 
nothing else *for they thought that unless they sold at that price Government 
would take away their rice forcibly. Rir, this is what is happening in every 
district so far as rice purchase is concerned. In my humble opinion, Sir, 
the root cause of all these troubles lies in the policy adopted by Government, 
and what is that policy? The policy of Government is that whatever 
amount of paddy or rice can be had would be brought to Cal(*utta denuding 

the mufassal area of food (At this stage the blue light was lit but the 

member wanted more than his usual time to develop his argument.) lo 

that the mutassal areas will starve. It is staled in season and out of season 
that war is on, and it is argued that the Opposition by crying down the 
Government hampers war action. Sir, I ask, who hampers war notion? I 
think it is the Government’s food policy that huinpers war action. I would 
ask you, Sir, to imagine what would be the j)osition in llengal in case the 
much-advertised offensive for the reconquest of 13urma is started. Lord 
Louis Mountbatten is establishing his headquarters at Delhi and, may be, 
the offensive will begin in October. If it takes place, and the Japanese 
retaliate and bomb Calcutta and the eastern districts of Bengal I do not 
know what will be our position. What food you have in stock in Calcutta 
I do not know, but in the event of a heavy bombing there will be dislocation 
and suspension of traffic when you will not be able to send any food to the 
mufassal areas. It is a fact that today people are dying by hundreds and 
thousands ail over Bengal, but what will be the position if the traffic is 
suspended as a result of enemy bombing? 

Then, Sir, I come to the question of price control. SirJ the price has 
HOW'', been fixed at Rs. 20 fof a maund of rice, but can my friend, 
Mr. Suhrawardy, supply food to the people of Calcutta at Rs. 20 per 
maund? I also ask him, what is the price now prevailing in the mufassal? . 
In ‘Dacca the price of rice is Rs. 60 per maund and that of atta is Rs. 2 
per seer. It is a downright lie that rice can be had at Rs. 20 per maund. 

I ask Sir Nazimuddin what is the price of rice in his own district of Dacca? 
Sir, that IFellow over there is laughing: he is a Dacca man: let him say 
what is. the price of rice in Dacca now. (Cries of ‘‘withdraw'*, “withdraw** 
from the Government party benches.) 
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Mr. SPEAKERS Order, order. Mr. Shamsuddin Ahmed, you were 
addressing the Chair, and not addressing any member of this House, and 
therefore that expression applies to me (Laughter). 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Sir, I am sorry that I used the word 
‘‘fellow' \ It was Mr. Salim whom I meant. 

Mr. 8PEAKER. I think that expression should not be used. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: I am sorry, Sir, and I withdraw. 

Sir, Mr. Salim, a member from Dacca, was laughing, but I ask him what 
is the present price of rice in his own district. 

. Mr. ATUL CHANDRA 8EN: He is a laughing boy. 

Mr. 8HAM8UDDIN AHMED: Then, Sir, I come to the latest fiat of 

Mr. Suhrawardy (At this stage the member reached his time-limit, but 

asked for ten minutes more to develop his arguments.) Sir, with regard 

to the latest fiat of Mr. Suhrawardy, he issued a statement which was pub- 
lished in the newspapers on the 23rd September. He has confiscated a huge 
stock of rice lying in a godowu in Kumartuli, but he has not given out the 
name of the firm owning that rice. That rice did not belong to the firm of 
Shaw Wallace or of the Ispahanis but to the Shaha merchants 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No, no; it belonged to Mr. Pulin Roy 
of Bhagyakul. 

Mr. SHAMSUDDIN AHMED: My hon'ble friend has said that he had 
seized the stock and made it available to the public. The Hon'ble 
Mr. Suhrawardy has lately said in a statement that frankly speaking, the 
forces w'hich are now in operation and the steps which are being taken by 
Government will solve the problem, and there will be no more cries of lack 
of foodgrains in Calcutta except by those who want to make a political 
capital out of it. That was the statement made by the Food Minister a few 
days ago, and he wanted to solve the problem in two or three days. I ask 
you, Sir, to consider whether the situation is now better or worse than 
before. The situation has become almost hopeless. Sir, whether as a 
Minister or as a leader of a party or as a public man statements should be 
made most cautiously, but I ask the House to consider with what levity 
Mr. Suhrawardy has been issuing statements on this grave question. He 
has given an assurance that there will be no want of food so far as Calcutta 
is concerned. cAs regards the mufassal Jie has said that the District 
Magistrates and the Subdivisional Officers have been instructed to get 
foodgrains frcm whatever sources they can and to see that there is a free flow 
of rice in ^e markets, and then comes the most interesting part of his state- 
ment where he says that subordinate ofiicers like circle officers and police 
officers will have power to seize rice wherever they are hoarded and obtain 
orders of District Magistrates or Subdivisional Officers for its acquisition 
and for placing it on the market. This is the procedure, Sir, "which my 
friend Mr. Suhrawardy, has adopted in getting stocks in Calcutta and also 
in the mufassal. Everybody knows that if the police are given this power 
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to freeze stocks of rice what will happen in Bengal. Already havoc has 
been created in the countryside; already as a result of the statements issued 
by the Hon^ble Minister and of the food drive, there is too much panic in 
the province, and whatever axis paddy the peasants got in the new harvest 
they have sold out. I have also received information that advances have 
already been made for the purchase of the next aman crop. It seems that on 
the one hand looters and plunderers are out to rob the villagers of their 
crop while on the other hand assurances are being given that the country 
may feel satisfied that measures are being taken that will relieve them from 
the present distress. And for criticising the actions of Government the Minister 
for Civil Supplies has described the Opposition as the Villain of the Peace. 
For the sake of argument I am prepared to admit that the Opposition may 
have overstated facts, may have given out exaggerated statements, but will 
the Hon’ble Minister for God’s sake, for the sake of humanity, declare that 
he is going to feed the sixty million people of this province, because we have 
got to feed 60 millions of people of this province? As Mr. Abdur Rahman 
Siddiqi said he wanted to save and he knew that there would be tragedy. 
Even knowing that, they stepped into office so that there might be a Muslim 
League Government and at least at the time of death they might give their 
blessings and say ^‘you are dying under the shadow of a Muslim League 
Government”. Before I sit down may I ask “Would this Muslim Tjeague 
members sing hallelujah of this Government seeing that before their eyes 
thousands are dying'*. 

Sir, yesterday I had the misfortune of visiting the graveyard — one of 
my relations died. I had to go to the graveyard and I was informed that 
every day 50 to 60 persons are being buried in the Muslim graveyard. There 
is also the Hindu Satkar Samity. I do not know what is the number of 
Hindus dying every day, but we find in. papers that 30, 40 or 50 deaths take 
place every day. We are not getting true accounts. As regards deaths in 
the mufassal, no .statement has been made up till now. T have received 
reports from various districts that in single villages 20, 30 or 50 people die 
every day. I do not know what is going to happen because due to shortage 
of food people will lose their power of resistance and they will get malarial 
fever or other diseases and they will die by thousands. Sir, I do not know 
what will happen between the months of October and December. 

Sir, it seems to me that this policy of centralisation of foodstuffs in 
Calcutta has got something to do with other commands from elsewhere. If 
this Ministry is at the beck and call of the powers above^ whose commands 
they think they ought to carry out, I ask them that they must take upon 
themselves the responsibility of feeding the people. EitJ;ior declare it a 
famine area or do whatever you like, but you must take the responsibility 
of feeding the people. There is no evasion of issues. I will not disturb ray 
friend Mr. Suhrawardy. He may think that P am exaggerating things. I 
am simply asking him — and I hope he wull reply on the floor of this House 
— ^how is he going to tackle the position in the province? Today, he knows 
the whole farce will be over. They have got office and they have got a 
majority in this House. But this will not save the situation in the province. 
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This party politics in this House will not save the situation. I want to 
know, the House wants to know, what JGovemment is going to do to save the 
population from death and starvation which are facing them. I do not 
know what stocks they have got, what further statements they are going to 
issue as to the steps that have already been taken and the steps that they 
are going to take. If the situation is tackled in this manner, there is no 
hope for Bengal. Other provinces in India are laughing and some provinces 
have refused supplies. The Punjab peasants refused supplies because they 
•ay : “The Bengal Government takes food but gives no account. Why 
should we give food to Bengal? If the Bengal peasants had received the 
foodstuffs, then, of course, we would have given, but today the Bengal 
Government does not issue any statement.'’ That is the reason why possibly 
we cannot receive any further supplies. 

Sir, with these words I ask this Government and the Hon’ble Food 
Minister to declare before this House as to the definite measures they will 
adopt to save the population from starvation. 

Mr. DEBI PR08AD KHAITAN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, a starving man can 
have no rhetx)ric and therefore I do not propose to regale the House by any 
rhetorical outburst. I must rather behave as a merchant that I am and place 
before this House some constructive suggestions whereby I feel that the 
problem can be solved to a certain extent at least. For this year our 
calculation has been, notwithstanding the speeches delivered by the officers 
of the Government of India, that tliere was a shortage of foodstuffs in Bengal 
for the year 1943-44 to the extent of about 20 lakh tons. I know not what, 
AS a result of starvation and deaths, this amount of shortage today is. But 
there cannot be the slightest doubt according to our enquiries and estimates 
that there is not much foodstuffs left in this province but at tbe .siime time 
people have got to be fed. The only oonstructive suggestion that can be 
made is that the Government of Bengal must do their utmost in order to 
get foodstuffs from both outside India and from other provinces in India. 

It is to a certain extent pleasing to note that yesterday’s newspapers 
declared that 50,000 tons of wheat were coming from Australia. I would 
like to know whether the Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Department of 
Civil Supplies has made representation to the Government of India that the 
whole of those 50,000 tons should be brought to Bengal. It would not be 
too much to ask the Government of India to give us the whole of that 
quantity. Besides the fact that Bengal is in the war 2 one, 50,000 tons 
would not be sufficient even for one month’s feeding of the greater Calcutta. 
I do hope, Sir, ttiat that quantity of 50,000 bi)ns will be multiplied at least 
20 times in order that the Government may be able to feed the population 
of this* province. In addition to what we may get fiom outside and which 
we must get as soon as possible, it is necessary that the flow of supplies from 
other provinces must continue in the manner that it has done in the recent 
past. I hope, Sir, that Government is taking ample steps in order to see 
that there may be a continuous flow of food grains from other provin(»es. 

Sir, I have read in the newspapers and have heard it said that Government 
want to introduce rationing in C|ilcutta. We have not been told what the 
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quantity of rationing per head per day would be. Dr. Aykroyd haa given 
out his opinion and a very considered opinion — he is an expert nutritionist — 
that the minimum ration should be one pound of cereals per capita per day. 
J hope the Government of Bengal will not reduce that quantity. To that 
quantity of cereals, according to Dr. Aykroyd, again, has to be added pulses, 
sugar, gur, milk, gliee, groundnut, etc. Sir, if the Government of Bengal 
start rationing with a smaller quantity per capita per day, the result will be 
that people outside this province might think that the people of Bengal do 
not even need one pound per head j)er day and the further result would be 
that the flow of supplies that is coining and that has been arranged either 
from other provinces or from outside India may be curtailed. I hope, Sir, 
that Government will give serious thought to this question and not start 
with rationing at a smaller rate than one pound per capita per day of cereals 
alone. As regards groundnuts which I have mentioned, I am sure that the 
Government of Bengal is aware that the addition of groundnuts to rice makes 
it a nutritious food. But no statistics are available to show how much 
groundnuts have been imported from South India into this province and I 
hope that the Hoirble Minister will enligliten this Rouse on this question. 

A« regards the question as to what should be given to the consumers, 
I hope that when rationing is introduced, consumers will be allowed to take 
foodgrains instead of atta. There is a great likelihood that if consumers are 
forced to take atta alone, dust and other impurities may be mixed with it, 
and it would be absolutely impossible for the consumers to set apart dust from 
atta. It is therefore iiece.ssary tliat the consumers should be given the 
option of taking foodgrains instead of aitxi and among foodgrains also some 
consumers have got better taste for rice, some consumers have got better taste 
for atUi. As in Bombay, I hope. Sir, that some amount of option will be 
given to the consumers to take up to a certain percentage wheat, and up to a 
certain percentage rice, so that the taste of the consumers may be met to a 
certain extent. This point has been recommended by the Foodgrains Policy 
Committee also which met in Delhi recently and I hope that Government 
will give due consideration to this question. 

As regards the distribution of ration cards it has been found in the past 
that a large number of enumeration slips were not delivered or when 
enumeration slips were lost, it took about six weeks for the inhabitants to 
get duplicate enumeration slips. I hope. Sir, when ration cards are to be 
issued, they will be delivered at the houses of the inhabitants. It should not 
be necessary to issue enumeration slips at all, but that just as enumeration 
slips were delivered at the houses of the inhabitants, it shoul^l be possible to 
deliver the ration cards at tlie houses of the inliabitants, and there aliould be 
an easy j)rocedure for originarrutioii cards and also duplicates ^for lost ration 
cards, and additional ration cards for new arrivals and guests. Before 
rationing is introduced, it is our con.sidercd view that there should be at least 
two months’ stock; otherwise we feel that rationing may become a failure. 
In order again to make equitable distribution succe.ssful, it is necessary that 
a non-official committee should be appointed on whose advice the Ministry 
ihould act, and further, following the example of Bombay, there should be a 
Food Council in which matters should be discussed from time to time on which 
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the public should be represented. Rationing should be carried through 
normal trade channels under Governmental regulations. There is a great 
panic in the public mind that Government want to do it only through 
Government’s distributing centres and also use the public distress for political 
purposes. Rationing can never be successful without complete public 
support. Consumers also should be allowed to select shops from which they 
are to draw their rations. Government should state what steps they have 
taken to import additional groundnuts, gur and mustard oil, etc. In this 
connection I would draw the attention of the Hon’ble Minister to the fact 
that by reason of the procedure adopted by the Government of the United 
Provinces it has become impossible for merchants and manufacturers in the 
United Provinces to export mustard oil to Bengal. The. merchants and 
manufacturers there are selling mustard oil at the rate of Rs. 34 or Rs. 36 
to the Government of United Provinces and the Government of United 
Provinces are selling that mustard oil hack to the merchants and manufac- 
turers at the rate of Rs. 41, whereas the price fixed in Bengal is Rs. 38 only. 
I hope the Hon’ble Minister will look into this question and take steps in 
regard to this. 

Government should further state what steps they have taken to secure 
aiap rice as the Hindu widows and some sections of the Hindu public do not 
take parboiled rice. 

Consumers’ goods, agricultural implements, precious metals, etc., should 
be made available to the agriculturists to induce them to part with such 
foodgrains as they liave and the “Grow More Food Campaign” should be 
further encouraged by the grant of subsidies, etc. Government should at 
once find employments for those who used to work and have by force of 
circumstances become beggars. If time is lost, they will become habitual 
beggars and it will be a great strain on the province. Government should 
secure full information as to the amount of distress, starvation and death in 
all the districts and publish the information on tlie subject thus obtained. 
This is the only way in which the sympathy of the whole of India can be 
gained and the whole of India wants to know it regularly. 

So far as we are aware no correct estimate has been prepared of the needa 
of the deficit areas. It is only on that basis that it can be ascertained how 
much should be drawn from the surplus areas within the province and how 
much should come from outside, i.e., from other provinces and abroad. One 
opinion strongly held is that Calcutta and other urban areas should be 
fed from outeide sources and ought to be made the responsibility of the 
Government of India. Bengal being in the war zone, the necessity of the 
people of Bengal being contented as regards. food cannot be stressed too 
much. ' 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY : Mr. Speaker, Sir, 

ftror ^ fronr ^ ^ i 
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(?r sfWf-^jm TOTc^ ^ ( sffin-jRmi ’Htsttwr 

C4 »ppm ^ TOrc^: 4^i>i ’itTtc’iif ^ 5 W/:hi, 

«il^ WilUtiT fv^i Government><l? *Mt cyfc^ Jjt^r OTSm TC« 
'*IIC®llb*tl I '^f’fT-’PT’rn? ^rt?tr*n5 'SSKJ Government pifc^ oiroular 
August JJtcn I 'Sf^ 4?' circular Jr^ef member «?rc?fc^ I jf^Tr^R 'stWOT 
ViRr? l Magistrate^ sjCSTC^H •il?' ^vf] (tj 

(?T<tlCT 3rm deteriorate ^t<f TjtW^ !mit »tif, 41R 

»H measures relief measures (yj^ I Jiftr ®t03 cover ^ 

C^sr^ JR measures lynyt; f5rC»R (tRICT ^ (im ^ JltTO C=FR sf^R 

^ pubUc at large deteriorate ni SFIR I 'sfm JfRl ^CSTR 'snrt^dT'f'^ ^>41 iR ; 

'Sbs? ^ I tnRf^51 ?iR JH ; iil§’ circular 

«5R Jirv JR^I? «r>F c<*f!:^ <4^ ’fti^ 5F«ti ^fir 

I 4? circular prciTC^ August ^rtPl I JTRl snF spr (Rt^ TOT 

W<nt^, 'UtS’'Q C^’fC^ vft^ f% JTI, 4? C^^TR JF^fl !r«rf5«— CJIsffiTT JRSFift 

''T^’ra tn (RRn str. jji rr? t-st^ *f*R\5t(^ nT'a?ii 'ufs's c*tq ?trfvf | 

•FH'Q vfifj^ (Tfj»t I c’l’ftCT (RMfe, 4^3 JR^f^ ’t*W' 5 tt 51 (TTSVl 

C*R rsfjf I '^'45 RRI JfRRi C?(R t »!i5p^ Unionta? 000 C g ft ^ c ^ 

'ilvRr C*fC^ I <4^151 Union.4 ^ Ir.OOO O'fC^ 50,000 I <4? 

y.OOO rMZ^ 50,0004^ sursRRR (ROST 'sftJPR 000 — 800 1 'JrtT3 RR ftjjR 
OTTC^ I Rt? ’■sftf^ ?sfi:R JTtfR; Ct J|WR 4? ’RJm jpiTfR IrtRfR I 

JR^lIiR Jl'il JI'4)^ 4^ circular ^’ojil IsItC.'t 4^ circular f%f% jpt^ 
District Magistrate cRsttOf 'sff^'Q C^R step C5R fR ? R1 R jr | 4^ 

JRR11R9 4^tl C^*R Wkfe I {At this stage the member reached the timo> 
limit.) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Your time is up. 

Mr. KAMAL KRISHNA ROY; 8IC f5rf%&»fwi 

Ufa KIRAN 8ANKAR ROYs As you know, Sir, I have sent my name as 
one of the speakers and since I am not speaking, will you kindly allow him 
another five minutes P 


Mr. SPEAKER: Yes. 
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Mr. KAMA!. KIRI8HIIA ROY: ^ ^ ^ 

«4^ <4^ <ftYT*^pprJt^ 

^ relief^? 5 ^’Q ^Fms 5 r?r ^ I 'snStY 

^l^l<^lc<p, ^fbhf^ (7F^ Union* 

<4Y 000 C«Ttr^ ’’iKH ^I^Wj Rb\^ ^^Jfc'-s" <4 ^ 4" CS^ 

— ^ItVj c^C^I ^1 «4^ 'hIsIh priority list ; 

priority lift ^STC^ ; ^ ^ K^rC^ priority lift 

Fsfc^i (yftv^, (yn^ ^ I ^ ^ gfqp r, c^f|, »pr 

3 yrf|, Mr. Ray, fgr% 13 

5f5fC^, Suhravrardy ^«i'C^i> l%f^ ^TST -TST TfbTTS [> 1 *{ t5t?rC®T 

c^ ^«fi ^ ^ ^ I "^Tf^nn (TPrwtft c^ 

^Iblc^ ^ I ’$ 1 ^ tpTt't OTn I 4 IYX 

W 4 ?ft? ^ I 'srWf report TOfUf ; ^ report Govemmentiil^ 

review of scarcity situation of Bankiira from 1915-40 | ^ 

quotation Government ^ ^ 

<4? deficit district, 14 famine-stricken distr^t ; ^ ^|T5 ^ 

c^p*n <fi^ I ^ ?1%^ 'sft^TT I ' 5 ft? ?t^ 

??n f% ?1 surplus district? ^ ?!? C???H ? 7 ?Y 1 

TOTCW I (TT^ ??f&‘eff? I ^ tptt? 4^ C?^ I or?? ex -Minister 

?Tm ?!pT? C? surplus <f?i C??f? ?t: 5 ft? f?f^ 

^ surplus ??i toTCS- 'St? C^t? f%f%U5 ? 

?f?r^ Uft I ?t^' 5 t? ?^'^l \ 5 t? '^f? I * 5 rtf? ?^'^ "btffe C? '®? 8 »irplus 

??, C? y©Ar bumper crop 7?, Government reportiij ^fc^, ’ 5 tC' 3’3 40 p.c.tU^ 
C^*! ?f? ?? ?1 I rTT^ surplus ?c? ' 5 t? C^C? ’^ff^p ?t? C???t? 

?T?Ti I 4 ^ ?r? c???t? ?T??t? ?w 'sfr^r?^ ?r? ^ ?rtm? tw? ?«f 

TO 5C? I ^ ^ ??f^ ?m ?? ? ?T C^ ? (yny^ C? Government 

51 ^ ?i 1 ^ ^ ' 5 ff%^' 5 i cvir?- wtf?. ?f? 'fr^ 

7?, fV ???t? I ?r^f ' 5 frw m?-?l C^, rro^tft C???F. 

< 4 ?f ?r?i c<«fc? ^ f%? ?^rc^ ?rwr? 'stwi ^toi &r?i ^ 

?TO5 ?i »fff? TOpr CTO TO ?rc? I c? cro? ?tr?? toi .4^ ????. 

'TOfT? <tf?ftf 3 4 ^ ??^. C? CS^TOF ??? surplus district ?C? TO TO 
CTO ?l? C^TO? Wn Tot TOt? ?C? ^ C^ Government ?tTO TOT-???n, 

?^?t? ?f%nR ??prrf? ??f?t? ¥?ct 5 ^ ?i i to ?c? c^tt^ r 
^ ' 3 Ttf? ??c?l C? 4 ? C‘ 5 lt^ ^ftfe ?f? TOt? TO? 'TO ?t“?TO TO?i 
TO? ’ftf? I 4 ^ ?r? TOT? ?' 55 ?T (TO ?f?f| I 


Dr. GOVINDA CHANDRA BHOWMIK : Mr. Speaker, Sir, ^ o fr ft ^ 
???n TOl 4^^ ?^'4l ?5TC?1 I TOITO 4TOf, 4^ CSfTO ?? TO PltlTC? I 
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wfOT ct ruTn S*ffip$ ^5i =T<^Tt 'wmw i 

>as(tw sfH 100 cw< ’Tt^sr «mr'5ft cot i ’ 5 ^<wsn ■n’t; 
#fni$of ?i5T TOT^ri Contai, nt9m >4Tv ^mi'OT OTC^ ^ Jicv 

csflc^ (?rcs »ftr55 S^ffrc otc^; <51^ '3»t< ’rcot ^:c<< ^ 

OTsn COT', nftl^r COT '<5 OT, ^5 5lwr< ’I'l «(tv ’T's’s^TCS^t agent- 
in fOT <ilCWf I ^5^ Speaker :(C51OT< ilOT 4iF^ *rtto 

flWfl ; Suhrawardy ’TtlTOT Cfi(IC=H I photo. ’T5 TtSftt 

5Tsfr< COT ‘-n COT tot; fV (twot S’Vif cot‘ 3 5rtc55;i ot? 

OT&1 COT sTtf^’^ irij’T COTC^ >3^; ysfif TOTS in cOT, OT iRST suffooationifl 

OT ftCOT I '3?' COT OTC^F ♦fN ^TSl COT I ’l^^if JI^TOT 

^ »rf^'5^6^ t:& Sck? cttOTi (?r«rti^ csrtrTi' OTr-OTrn ’Rtftcwif ott 
I Government ii? Sfti*: #rfit ■3T famine area doelare 

Tn I >3^ JR OTOT OT Union4?f '■Tift f?OT f?f55 ; Contni, C^^OT 

55. OTtii’ C5nrT< OT. CTOTf 500 COT OT TOTC^ ; OPOT b.OOO C5OT9 

OT, cnOTf b-OO COT OT f'iCOT I OPOT 1,CX)0 CsOT'f OT, (TPOT 

5,600 COT OT fitCOT ; >3T 5<OT Gt ’m Union (TPftC^f cholera, 

malaria 4T TOTT CiftC^t 4mOT OT POTC5 1 tffft ^flTiP OTT?! 

T^ST?OT'!i' 'T.S 'sM't Tff| I C»POT ^iS OT'sn <tfe$ OTOT I ’TOT^ sOT5f 

c’rti^ii-< OT T^OT cOTF ifm ; tI'II 4^ wTmr. 4^ m OTtnr, 

COT ift COT OT ’TOT? I ^ OTsfOT COT malariair OT TOT, choleratr 
Tin Tl'SW I 4T 4$ JR OT'^mr OTg 'OT S 1 T 7 i(l fSitW ®‘*fT 'Tsf T^TCOTW 
if® COTT . T OT OTTO OT I TWi* TfV Trfe. OTOTit JR COT SiR OTT I 

Govemment4if RtC'-f COT'S' (TPOT famine declare TT ; 'St^ TCiR 

I OTT OT CKirfsTR',— Tt^TT nOT, CTflTO OTPflT ^COT‘f,— ^ OTT ; 

'51 TfSOT Sot CnS I liSl Union ^tTO 5565l OTtOTl ; 

OT OTn T51 OT T I 4T OT, T^, '3C*R litSi 

fipOTl TTO, 4T Cn COT Sit dysentery 5TR. T OT cholera rc'l I S^’ 
cholera's Tl^f ^1^ CbT fOTC5 1 b if; Unioniav OT slf-f , CTOT 

T 3 5(5 CT< OT CTSin OT ; COT STItS 55 OTtil I TtOTWl intT TOT OTVif 
fr, 5(5 COT 5tTO fr TCif 4'5 COTTT CTST OTr CTOtTO COT VOT, 4S 
TTO< TT (RTTO efljif ifR COT T OT, Government OT OTI Htook 

T TRif iStOT COTT C51 OTl TTifS I C=rfb^'ff, iRSi surplu# district, OTl 
OTT OTOTT T3OT 'sRl irfi' tIi COT CnSl WJ GovemmenMit Tfe OT, 
T^OTOTR WOTtOTCOT ftcOT Tf% OT I 'TfV ’TlRt TtOTtCOT ^’4^ TT OTTO 
51^ :, COTITO quinine virsT TCS^ T, s^ndard cloth TS, OT C^ 'OTIOT 
Tin TCOT I Tfft Govemment4? ^i? Tirf^ I dS Government 4‘cOT 

OTOTR ’rjjf'' failure OTC^d , 4ir< COTITO 4t OTI OTf OT GoTemment4i< (R 
TtW OT^ 4 Tfe fitR^rt, T (R C¥W "JlirST GovenmmntsW *tCT OTOTR ¥T I 
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Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAIt 8ANYAL: Sir, I hoj^e this photo wiU be made 
a part of the prooeedings. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: What is the proof that the photo 
was taken recently and not two or three years before? 

Mr. 8A8ANKA 8EKHAR 8ANYAL: It is based on the statement of an 
honourable member who can be relied upon and who is not like you. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: Order, order. If I)r. Bhowmick takes full responsibility 
for this photo showing these boats as carrying paddy, then it may form a 
part of the proceedings. 

Mr. ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDD1QI: Mr. Speaker, may I rise on a point 
of order ? Such photos have never found a place in the Hansard as a part of 
Parliamentary proceedings, and I hope you will not make a new convention 
by allowing it. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA CUPTA: Sir, we would not expect such a 
picture to find a place in the Hansard because it is unthinkable for people 
there to die of starvation. The Government of England would not remain 
even for a day if a single man had died there for want of food. 

Mr, ABDUR RAHMAN 8IDDIQI: I do not want to say anything on the 
statement of Mr. Gupta, but what we want is your ruling, Sir. 

Mr, 8PEAKER: I do not know what happens in British Parliament but 
there is no precedent in this House regarding any photo being made a part 
of the pioceedings. It is extremely difficult for me to give any ruling here 
and now. I will consider this matter further and I will give my ruling 
later on. 

Mr, HEMCHANDRA N ASKAR: Mr. Speaker, Sir, we have had enough 
of bungling and fuss aWit the burning problem of today that saps at the 
soul of hundreds of millions of this province. Discussions we have had 
enough, debates we have had enough; but what definite solution has as yet 
been arrived at? Starving millions are being everyday goaded to death 
and destruction, wails are being everyday heard in all the corners of this 
province of Bengal, corpses of hungry skeletons are being everyday found 
on the highways of this metropolis, children are being sold by their parents 
in the open markets, death-fights are being witnessed between men and 
animals by the sides of dustbins of the city — and the House which is 
entrusted with the life and safety of the unfortunate millions of this province 
is still engaged in wordy combats, critical criticisms and hateful jiarty 
politics. 

The Hon’ble Minister of Civil Supplies has persuaded himself to believe 
that the functioning of his onerous duty depends solely upon putting forward 
a dozen of rea^ns for, the present food situation in Bengal and attempting 
to charm the m€ml>ers of this House with his self-contradictory colossal 
hoaxes from time to time. Sir, we are not here at this critical juncture of 
our province, prepared to get ourselves satisfied with the mere statements 
of reasons, sham as they are — without having the reel solution, this province 
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is in immediate need ot. Times without number we were m«de to hear of 
corruption and greed of stockists, hoarders and profiteers, who are held 
responsible for bringing about the present catastrophe; Who denies the 
fact? But if 1 am to believe that the above names are solely meant for the 
general populace, who have not drunk of the sweet jmison of official favours 
and party politics, I must without hesitation declare that it is nothing but a 
shameless attempt to shirk the responsibility with wliich the present Ministry 
is entrusted. 

The public as well as the members, who claim to have a grain of 
intelligence, have already come to know ’who are these profiteers that are 
sfdely resfKin'^ible lor the black market and its (‘onseijiient havoc llnxuiglioul 
the length and breadth of this proxince. The (riminal is allowed to esiafie 
scotfree, as the saviour has taken up the thunderbolt of destrui'tion to 
satisfy the interest ot his .selt-agraiidisement. I do not propose to enter 
upon the detailed discussion of the horried state oi things to which the 
present Ministry has reduced this pixivince. The point that T want to declare 
is that the pidicy which the present Ministry tried t(> introduce and give 
etfect to lias totallx failed. During the last Food Drive tlie Minister of 
('ivil Supplies has made a futile and ludicrous attempt to disi’over hidden 
stocks of toodgrains fioni under the fahtnpo'iJi of each and every liousehold 
and now again he is after contixdling the prices of foodstuff, causing thereby 
oxernight disappearance ot the same from the markets. It is now as clear 
as broad daylight tliat Imth the methods were <leliherately adopted to white- 
wash the bbick corner wherein lies the hidden secret of all this shameless 
bungling. The present reduction in the price of rice and other commodities 
is but a paper deal; the much advertised scheme of opening eight hundred 
(tovernment stores in the city and suburbs is still hanging in the air, the 
guarantee of helping the poor cultivators with seedlings has already 
disappeared like bubble, the assurance of the nas and mnan jiaddy has 
already proved meaningless jargon of words and all hopes of future crops 
are already lost, as the poor Scheduled Castes wlio constitute a major portion 
of the cultivating class of this province, being mercilessly driven out off' 
their hearths and homes last year by the Defence of India Act, are now 
lorced to die of sheer .starvation by hundreds and thousand.s. The severe 
cold of the ensuing winter is about to extirpate the naked and almost naked 
poor and helpless population, especially those of remote villages of the 
province — and not a strip of cloth that may be obtained free of cost, is 
forthcoming from the high-sounding big schemes of the Minister of Civil 
Supplies to save them from winter exposure. ^ 

There is now no denial of tl!e fact that Bengal today stands face to face 
before an unprecedented condition of misery and destruction,* The sight of 
destitute and starving people in Calcutta, heart-rending as it is, is nothing 
compared to what is actually happening in distant towns and villages. 
Enough time has already been spent upon discussions and debate, questions 
and answers, retorts and rejoinders. Enough time has already been lost 
by the Minister of Civil Supplies in offering meaningless excuses and self- 
eulogising, in explaining big future schemes and in highly appreciating the 
22 
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sympathetic attitude of the Punjab and the Delhi authority as well as that 
of the Council of the Viceroy. 

Now, I appeal in the name of humanity to those responsible for this 
catastrophe and to the Ministry who have failed to bring about the correct 
solution, to co-operate with all the parties and sections and to devise- such 
means as would be acceptable to all of them for the immediate succour of 
the dying millions of our province. 

Mr. J. R. WALKER: Mr. Speaker, Sir honourable members have 
described the terrible situation in which this province is. situated. Whether 
we call it famine or not, there is no doubt that there is widespread acute 
rice shortage and deaths are occurring daily from starvation. The position 
is bad enough in Calcutta, but we have reason to believe that the position 

is even worse in areas outside Calcutta (Cries of “Hear, hear” from the 

Opposition Benches.) for example, in certain areas in East Bengal and 

in the Contai and Tamluk subdivisions of Midnapore. Figures of mortality 
from starvation in Calcutta have been published but so tar as we are aware 
there have been no complete official figures published for deaths from 
starvation in other areas. We suggest that this should be done in order 
that the facts may be known. As regards Calcutta, relief camps with food, 
shelter and sanitation arrangements complete, have been prepared for the 
temporary accommodation of destitute people. We consider that it is 
most unsatisfactory that Government have taken little or no action to 
collect the destitute in Calcutta and remove them to these camps prior to 
repatriating them to their own villages. This is a point on which we feel 
very strongly — it is unfair to the citizens of Calcutta and the Corporation, 
that this state of affairs should be allowed to continue. We demand that 
Government take vigorous action immediately. 

There has been a suggestion in Delhi circles that Ihe situation has been 
over-dramativsed. There is dire distre.ss today in Bengal and 1 would like 
to record our view that the situation has not been over-dramatised. 

In these circumstances of dire distress, as Mr. Khaitan has said, our 
primary need is for large supplies of rice and other foodgrains from outside 
the province. The Hon’ble Minister has been accused by a member of his 
own party of being immobile. We consider that the Hon’ble Minister has 
been mobile in the only way that matters in present circumstances, that is, 
in trying to secure supplies from outside the province. We applaud his 
efforts. We ask him to pursue them with all the energy he commands, and 
we ask that in* these efforts he should receive the whole-hearted support of 
all sections of this House. (Hear, bear.) • 

The fact remains, Sir, that the quota of supplies of foodgrains allotted 
to this province from other provinces is inadequate. The quota fixed for 
Bengal as a result of the July Food Conference was totally inadequate. 
The Hon’ble Minister has since been able to supplement the quota, and 
there has been an awakening in the rest of India to Bengal’s needs. Even 
if however the total surplus of the Punjab is made available which is not 
desirable, there is little prospect that Bengal’s needs will be met. In our 
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view, Sir, the situation is such that it can only be met by imports of food* 
grains from abroad, and we welcome the statement of the Secretary of 
State for India, that His Majesty’s Government are giving such assistance 
as they can by way of facilitating the import of foodstuffs into India. We 
would urge that the Bengal Government should spare no efforts in pressing 
for imported supplies. 

I would like to stress the responsibility of the Government of India in 
this matter. The conditions of acute food shortage prevailing in Bengal 
are due partly to natural calamities but mainly to war conditions. Bengal 
is today bearing the main burden of war conditions and it is up to the rest 
of India and the Empire, to come to her rescue. It is a tragedy that such 
conditions should be prevailing in a province which is not only an important 
military base in the war against Japan but also the hub of India’s industrial 
Avar effort. 

In our opinion, Sir, the Government of India must assume the res- 
ponsibility for seeing that there is an equitable disfribulion of rice and other 
foodgrains as between the proA^inces. We do not Avisli to enter into recri- 
minations, but there should be no more conferences <‘onducted in the manner 
of the July Conference at which provincial n*])resentatives were asked to 
go back to their provinces and declare whaf they could spare. Also this 
group deprecates any attempts by the Central Government, Provincial 
Governments or railways fo undertake propaganda in the press to exonerate 
themselves from tlreir responsibilites. It may be a fact that the Govern- 
ment of India do not liave the executive machinery to ensure an equitable 
distribution of supplies as between proA'inces. There is only one answer 
to that: the machinery must be created. The Food Department in Delhi 
must be strengthened by the acquisition of scientific, and trade experts and 
administrators trained in food administration, and here I think 1 am voicing 
the opinion of the other provinces as well as Bengal. 

I have said that the primary essential in the present situation is to 
secure large supplies from outside the province. I'he second essential is that 
there should be speedy and equitable distribution of these supplies. Sup|)]ies 
of wheat are noAv arriving in Calcutta and the position in ('alcutta is showing 
some improvement. We welcome tiie Hon’ble Minister’s ahrsurances tfiat 
wheat j)roduct8 are now being distributed direct in mufassal .areas, but we 
must state that so far there has been no evidence that wheat or Avheat 
products are arriving in anything like appreciable quantities in mufassal 
areas. We should like to be a.ssured that the wheat sujfplies which are 
arriving in this province are flowing as speedily as possible through the 
correct channels to the distressed areas. We would like to^know that the 
problem of internal transport has been tackled by Government and that 
there will be no delays owing to transport difficulties. In the present situa- 
tion a great deal will depend upon Government being able to unload supplies 
with the utmost speed in distressed areas. It will be necessary to distribute 
wheat direct on a large scale in the districts, and we would like to know 
that in that distribution full use will be made of chukki facilities in the 
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districts. Have Government made any arrangements for making chnhki 
or other machinery for grinding wheat available in the districts ? 

There has been considerable criticism of Government’s aus purchase 
scheme. There is no doubt in our minds that the piimary object of 
Government’s rice policy should be to secure control of supplies. The aus 
purchase scheme has attempted to do two things at the same time, namely, 
to .secure control of supplies and to impose price control. It may well be 
argued that control of supplies should have preceded imposition of price 
control, but in our view Government had little option in face of the fantastic 
prices that were prevailing, prices far beyond the reach of large sections of 
the population. Government must go on with their price control scheme. 
Tliey cannot, in our opinion, go back on it but events liave shown that 
Government must secure conirol of supplies, and we would suggest to 
Government that prices should now be stabilised at the existing level for 
some time until Government have sufficient supplies under their control to 
enable tljem to effect a further reduction in prices. 

There is one point to which I w^mld like to draw the attention of the 
Ilon’ble Minister. In Bihar, rice has been graded into medium and coarse 
rice, and separate controlled rates have been fixed foj- the two grades. It 
appears to us that the effect of fixing only one rate for all qualities of rice 
is that the finer qualities are withheld fron- the market and only the lowest 
qualities are available. We would therefore urge Government to take 
similar action as the Go'VTrnment of Bihar and fix separate prices for the 
two grades of coarse and medium rice. I understand that samples of the 
two grades have been sent by the Government of Bihar to the Government 
of Bengal. 

The question of the appointment of the firm of Messrs. Ispahani as sole 
Government agents during the free trade period has been made an issue by 
Opposition, and members of the Opposition have made many allegations 
against that firm. It is a fact that several other firms were approached to 
take the agency but these firms were unable to accept because they felt 
that their organisations were inadequate to undertake the work (Rai 
Hakknujm Na'iii CiiAVDiii ju : Que.stion.i and in fact, they suggested that 
Messrs. Ispahani was the only firm with the requisite organisation. In 
B^ormal circumstances we would have agreed that it was certainly not desir- 
able that one firm should be appointed as sole Government agents, and we 
trust that Government have this point in view in regard to their aman^CTO^p 
policy. We agree. Sir, with the Hon'ble the Chief Minister that the criticism 
against the firm of Messrs. Ispahani is unfair and is inspired by political 
motives. (Dr. N.alinaksh.^ Sany.al: Why 'not make an enquiry?) 

In present ffircumstances we must concentrate on the immediate situation, 
but I would like to say a few words with regard to policy. In our view 
Government mu^t have a definite policy and must work to it. There must 
be an end to constant changing of plans, staff and trial and error methods. 
The Government’s aus purchase scheme is admittedly only a temporary 
scheme and much more comprehensive plan will be necessary for the a/man 
crop. We would only emphasise that Government must settle their plan 



SPECIAL MOTION ON FOOD. 


1943 ,] 

and their rice policy at the earliest possible date, and would also say that 
the Government of India should stand behind the Provincial Government to 
aid and implement that policy both financially and otherwise. It is not for 
us to suggest the details of that plan and policy. That is a matter for 
Government and their experts, but 1 would suggest that the following pointa 
are obvious necessities : — 

In the first place, Government must secure control of rice supplies which 
means that Government must pursue a bold jnirchasing policy and endeavour 
to build up their own stocks in each district. The object should be to .secure 
100 per cent, control over as large as possible ii proportion of the available 
supplies. In so far as the trade is allowed to function, Governmeiil must 
control and direct the channels of the trade, and I would commend to tlie 
Hon’ble Minister’s attention the provisions of the Assam and Madras Rice 
Mills Licensing Orders. The rice mills provide an obvious bottle-neck 
through which supplies to urban areas can be controlled. 

In the second place, Government must have an adequate organisation. 
There must be an end of the sorry tale of a handful of men grappling with 
a problem with which they cannot hope to cope and one by one collai)sing 
under the strain. The Hon’ble Minister has, we know, a strong const it m 
tion, but we can forecast the same fate for him if his organisation is not 
lapidly expanded. My honourable friend Mr. Kennedy has })ut forward 
certain suggestions on this question, and I do not wisli to go into them 
further except to stress the necessity for training in food administration. 
Food administration requires high standards of efficiency, skill and integrity, 
and in our opinion, Sir, these standards will only be secured by intensive 
training of the personnel of the organisation in food administration. 

In the third place Government must undertake the responsibility for 
equitable distribution of available supplies and for the rationing in urban 
areas. Government must have their own distribution and transport organi- 
sation or at least control of distribution and transport, and in addition they 
will have to have a laige rationing organisation imbued with the spiiit of 
j)ublic service. 

Honourable members of the Gpposition have offered their co-operation 
to Goveniment. We would most earnestly implore them to make that 
co-operation effective. We w'ould suggest that it is necessary that all 
sections of this House should combine to urge HengaTs case for assistance, 
and we would suggest that it does not help that case to make genera! 
allegations of maladministration. • 

Bengal has unfortunately a*considerable leewmy to make uj) in this 
matter of food control. It is a fact that in Bengal the problems are more 
difficult and complex than in any other part of India, and the Hon ble 
Minister has already referred to his terrible heritage. The fact leinains 
that we are only making a beginning in this matter of control of food supply 
and distribution, whilst other provinces have their schemes in operation. 
We are satisfied, however, that this Government and their staff have made 
a beginning in the right direction and are sparing no effort both to meet 
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the immediate situation and to put Bengal’s food administration on an 
efficient basis. We are, therefore, opposed to the motions moved by the 
Opposition. 

Mr, A.K, FAZLUL HUQ: Mr. Speaker, Sir, it is an accursed Govern- 
ment that calls itself civilised and fails in its primary duty of finding food 
for its people. But a Government which not only fails in that primary 
duty but goes to the length of assaulting people in distress, whose only 
fault is that they }»ad come to ventilate their grievances, is not only 
accursed but thrice accursed. Sir, the present Government has not only 
failed in this duty, but has tried to cover its guilt by promulgating press 
censorship of which even the most uncivilised Government and barbarous 
system of administration would feel ashamed. Over and above lhat, the.\ 
are shutting all avenues to the people of coming to their representatives and 
through them to ventilate their grievances. May the curses of 00 millions 
of Bengalis fall on the cursed heads of the Ministry and their supporters for 
their inhuman treatment towards their own countrymen ! 

My esteemed friend Mr. Walker — for the sake of brevity I will call him 
Walker No. 2, with spectacles — has in the course of his speech referred to 
a certain heritage. I believe, Sir, he has referred to the legacy which we 
are alleged to have left for our heirs and descendants. 1 think, Sir, il Is 
necessary that 1 should say a few words regarding this legacy. 

Sir, it is no use bringing forward charges and counter charges, recrimi- 
nations, statements and counter statement.s. Let us take our stand on sidid 
facts. 

Now, Sir, what is the position today? Bengal is in the grip of a famine. 
There is not merely an absolute scarcity of rice, hut total disapperance of 
rice from the province. Only a short while ago, there was a dispute as to 
th(‘ rate at which rice was .selling at Dacca. That question does not arise, 
because rice is not available and is not being sold at all, so that nobody 
can say at what rate rice is being sold there. This is true not merely of 
Dacca but practically the whole of this province. 

Now, Sir, there is no rice. Is that a legacy from the past Government? 
(A voice from the Ministerial heiiches: Yes.) We let! office at the end of 
March, 194?h (A voice from the Opposition benches: With surplus.) (A 
voice from the Ministerial benches: Question.) The present Government 
took office on the 24th April. Mr. Suhrawardy, as soon as he got into office 
with liis exuberant energy and enthusiasm, studied the whole question; he 
went thoroughly into the papers and after having made a complete survey 
of the provinceMie made the following statement on the 4tli May: ‘The 
Hou’ble Minister for Civil Supplies is of opinion that the prices now 
prevailing are^purely speculative and bear no relation whatsoever to the true 
stock position in the province as a whole”. Mark the words “the prices now 
prevailing bear no relation whatsoever to the true stock position in the 
province as a whole”. This means. Sir, if the English language has got 
any meaning that the stocks were not short, that the prices are speculative 
and are much higher than they ought to be on the basis of the stock 
position. 
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Now, Sir, Mr. Suhrawardy goes on to say “There has been a bumper 
crop both in our province as well as in Assam and other provinces, and stocks 
are already on the move to Bengal. While the prospects of the next otis 
crop are distinctly good, large quantities of wheat, maize, hajra, etc., in 
excess of Bengal’s needs are now being received from the Government of 
India”. The Hon’ble Minister, sa.ys the statement, “is convinced that any 
difficulty this year can be fully met from the carry over of the previous crop 
and as a result of the steps being taken to rationalise consumption and to 
popularise the increased use of substitute foodgrains as well as reduction in 
the consumptoin due to the high price level” — 1 stop for a moment to sa.v 
that high prices at least produced the good <‘tfect that people ate less than 
tJiey used to do before — “the public may rest assured that there is no cause 
to fear any ultimate shortage of foodgrains”. Now, Sir, read this carefully, 
read this dispassionately and you will tie at once convinced that the Minister 
after a thorough survey of tlie situation, after having studied the situation 
liad come to the conclusion that there was not onl\ no shortage but a surplus 
and any jiossible cause foi’ complaint must have betm defects in tin* distri- 
bution, but winch the> were going to remedy. \\ here then was the legacy 
AVhat we left was a very nice inheritance to our dcBcendants. Our 
descendants should have been grateful to us for the ample bumjier croj), 
tlte carry over from the previous year and many more things. 1 liere was 
no doubt in the mind of the (’ivil Supplies Minister that tin* situation was 
suck that the large quantities of foodstuffs that were coining trom all o\(*i 
India 'would not oulv meet onr difficulties but would also leuv(* somidliing 
like a surplus behind. 

On the 8th of May the Hon’lde Minister tor Civil Supplies issued another 
statement. I need not read it. Jt is a very long statement. 1 am stating 
only the gist. 1 have got the statement and it 1 am cfintradicted I shall 
read it. Mr. Suhruwar(l\ now here .says “We ha\e got a tremendous task 
before us because oui .jiredeeessors in office have left us a huge deficit 
That is not his complaint. He does not refer in a single sentence, or even 
ill a single word, to the legacy of which we hear so much. As a matter ot 
fact, J am coming to the next point and this will make the i>oin( of legac> 
clear. 

My esteemed friend. Mr. Walker (N<». '!), made a most violent speech 
wlien w’^e were in office. He thum])ed the table and said that the (government 
must be eondemued for the high prices that were ruling. W hat were those 
high prices? The prices ranged between Ks, lo and Its. 20 ]>er maiind. 
AVhat is the price today? Its. 80. (Interruption.) I nevA- spoke a single 
word during the whole of last week. 1 expect at anv rat(* to be allowed to 
speak. (Interruption from Miui.ste-ial Benches.) “You tak^ all the money 
you can from Bengal. Let me have at least the opportunity to say a few 
words.” (Nawabzadu K. N-A-sahullaii : I^ is your habit to take monev .) 
My friend Mr. Suhrawardy says that prices are speculative. I do not know 
if my friends of the European Group know that there is a system of Hindu 
PhilosopV, in which everything in the world is illusion. There is 

nothing like reality but all is illusion. If you see a cobra before you it i.s 
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m<iya. It may be you see a cobra but it is only maya and nothing else. 
Possibly, it is nothing but a rope. If you see a bucketful of water before 
you it is Tuaya, Consider that it is a maund of rice and it will be a maund 
of rice. The price is speculative, the price of rice is Rs. 80 a maund, but 
it is not a reality, it is inaya^ it is illusion. If the price is Rs. 80 per maund, 
consider that it is not Rs. 80 it is only Rs. 4 a maund. My European 
friends do not know the difference between this and that. Let me read an 
interesting sentence. The Hon’ble Minister for Civil Supplies is of opinion 
that the prices now prevailing are purely speculative. Yes, Sir, the famine 
is purely speculative. What nonsense? People are dying and yet they 
say, don’t believe all that. It is waya. It is nothing. It is an illusion. 
People are not dying. They are being reborn, and what you see as death 
is no death. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: They are only spiting (ioveriunent. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: We have got 4 statements. The Secretary 
of State has said with all the weight of his authority that .there is scarcity 
because pe(»ple have overfed themselves. Then Mr. Conran-Smith has said 
that it is over-dramatisation. Mr. Suhrawardy says that j)eople are dying 
no doubt but they are dying from exposure and cold and not from starvation. 
The Hon’ble Chief Minister winds up his beautiful series of sayings by 
declaring that all this is propaganda. I say all this is maya, illusion. 
There is no distress in the country, no steps need be taken (Interruption) . 

May 1 go on, Sir? 

(Interruption.) 

The position therefore is, so far as scarcity is concerned, that it is not a 
legacy because we did not leave any legacy of scarcity. We left a surplus. 
As regards the high prices it is not a legacy because when we left the price 
was Rs. 15 per maund and you have made it Rs. 80 a maund. Therefore 
that is not legacy. (Nawabzada K. N^sakuli.-AH : That is all maya,) 

1 come to the next point. 1 would not have referied to the firm of 
Messrs. Ispahani & Company had it not been for the fact that my esteemed 
friend Mr. Walker (No. 2) had said that Mr. Ispahani had' done a great 
service to Bengal. (Cries of “No, no” from the European Benches.) You 
said that no other firm was forthcoming because they had not the agency 
to carry out. (Cries of ‘Ah, ah” from the Ministerial Benches.) It is not 
a question of “Ah, ah”. 1 know more about it. I know all about it. I 
know more about it than an\ man in the House. I was the Chief Minister 
when Mr. Ispahani came into the picture aghinst our wishes and I will tell 
the House what actually happened. My friends will bear me out when I 
say that it was in April, 194‘2, when the rice denial policy was undertaken 
that one day — I had told the stoi^ so often and it had not been contradicted 
— Sir John Herbert, the then Governor of Bengal, sent for the Joint Secretary 
in the Commerce Department and asked him to remove the surplus rice from 
Bakarganj, Rhulna and Midnapore. Sir John did not consult his Ministers. 
We made a grievance of it. We made enquiries and at first the Joint 
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Secretary put forward his defence, wliut iny friend, Mr. AValker, had said 
that no other firm with agencies all over the province was available and 
lie had no other alternative than to give it to Mr. Ispahani. 

Ofi NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL : And that too to a hcnatndar, Mr. Mirza 
Ali Akbar. It was in the name of Mirza Ali Akbar. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: On enquiry we found that what the Joint 
Secretary had done was to telephone to half a dozen firms to whom lie did 
not disclose the Government terms of the contract but asked, *“Are you 
willing to jiurchase rice liom denial areas’^’* They said, “We cannot 
accept the offer unless we know the terms of the contract”. Thus having 
got half a dozen refusals, he asked Ahmed Ispahani to accept the offer and 
twenty lakhs of rupees was handed over (o Mr. Lspahani without 
even a scrap of pa])er being taken from him as a document for the payment 
of that money. The statement, therefore, ihut Is])ahanis were selected 
because other suitable firms were not available, is not true, and I say that 
Mr. Ispahani was selected, not because others were not available, but 
because Government was bent upon giving the contract to the Tspahania. 

(Loud noise from the Government benches) (Khan Bahadur Mohammkiv 

Alt; Who was in office thenf) 1 was in office then but all this w'as 

done behind the back of the Ministry (Ixiud noise again from the Govern- 
ment party benches as w'ell as the Opposition benches) 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I must inform the House that the Leader of the House 
and the liCader of the Opposition when making speeches should have un- 
interrupted audience of the House. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN: The other sid e Is making more nois(*, Sir, 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I ask you, Sir, to consider if it is of any 
use speaking at all in the midst of these running (comments. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: You go on, Mr. Fazlul Huq. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, 1 do not for u moment raise the question 
whether the Ispahanis .should lie made the sole agents or not. 
Pos.sibly if T had been given the option 1 might have selected ihut very 
firm myself. There might have been objections on the score of sole 
agencies. 1 did not object to the firm of Ispahani being given the e-oniraet; 
my objection was not to the sole agency being given to one firm, but it waa 
to the manner in which Mr. Ispahani and other agents had been allowed 
to go about in tlie mufussal disturbing the economic •londition of the 
jieople and purchasing rice and selling it here 

The Hofi’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: That is a lie.* 

Rai HARENDRA NATH CHAUDHURI: Is “lie” a Parliamentary 
expression, Sir? 

Mr. El’EAKER: It is not a Parliamentary expression but I have not 
heard, it. 
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Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: Sir, we want a thorough public enquiry 
which will reveal facts and the world at large will know whether I am telling 
« lie or that greatest of all liars is telling a lie. 

Sir, I will say what happened. They went to Khulna and told the 
people, “let us have your rice; if you do not sell it to us you will not be 
able to sell it to anybody else”. The poor village people who were in 

want of money sold their rice at Us. 2 or Rs. d per maund (Loud noise 

from the jGfovernment party benches.) Not only that, Sir, but I have 

cases before me one of which is pending in the High Court and other in 
the civil courts. As regards the merits of those cases I will say nothing 
uow, but that was a matter in which the advantage of the sole agency 
system was being utilised by Government by allowing the firm to carry on 
their sole agency. Stocks were requisitioned under rule lb{a) of the 
Defence of India Rules, but as soon as the stocks were requisitioned Govern- 
ment, without caring to give the affected parties any compensa- 
tion, handed over the stock to Mirza Ali Akbar. Here is one writ of 
Mandamus issued by the High (k)urt in the matter of a man named Man 
Singh of 177, Harrison Road. These are the facts. The order is dated 
17th of June, 1943, purported to have been issued by Mr. B. K. Achar>"a, 
Joint Regional Controller of Civil Supplies, requisitioning 150 bags of 
rice belonging to that firm and he is i)urported to have acted under 
rule 7[){a) of the Defence of India Rules. The said order does not state 
whether any compensation has to be paid for such requisition. This is t]\e 
manner in which requisitions are being made by Government. Mirza Ali 
Akbar of *35, Ezra Street, has been appointed the agent to remove rice 
unconditionally and when he gets rice he deals in it in any way he likes; 
he has purchased rice at Rs. 8 from the mufassal and he has sold it to 
Govern m(*nt at Rs. 32. I>et there be an enquiry and I will prove it. 

Then, Sir, I would refer t(» the case of Birendra Kumar Mitra which is 
now syb judicv, and which I am defending. I will not refer to the facts 
of the case as it is judicc, but to (‘crtain other incidents winch had 
taken jdace. Birendra Babu ha^ a shop at 22, Canning Street, and the 
police seized 480 maunds of rice but gave a receipt of 450 maunds. When 
he protested, they refused to give any receipt and assaulted him, 
and after having got this rice it was handed over to Mirza Ali Akbar, being 
the sole agent. This is a procedure, Sir, to which \Ve must certainly 
object. It is in this way, Sir, that by exercising the power given under 
the Defence of India Rules, Government gets hold of stocks of rice in certain 
men’s godowns ’and gives the same to the favourite agents. Is this 
justice? Is this the way in which the rights and liberties oi the people 
are to be .protruded? Is this the way to requisition stocks of rice to be 
handed over to favourite agents of Government.^ My European friends do 
not know what is happening behind the curtain. I give them credit for 
their integrity of purpose and honesty of conviction. I do not say that 
they are supporting the Ministry because there is a Ministry in office. 
They do not know that corruption is reigning rampant in the Department 
of Civil Supplies. I appeal to them to support our prayer for an enquiry 
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which will enable all of us to know what is actually pfoing on in 
the name of justice and good Government. Now, Sir, what is wrong there 
if we want that there should be an accounting, and there should be an 
open enquiry. It is admitted, Sir, that the Ispahanis have received 
crores of rupees as advances. it crores or two crores or 

Bs. 2 does not matter but anyone who receives public money and spends 

it is bound to render some account of it (Cries of “Why don’t you go 

to the firm of the Ispahanis and see the jmpera for yourselves?’’) If 

that be so, why did the Government bring up the Budget here? Why 
could they not say that members of this House could have gone to tlu‘ 
Writers Buildings’ and inspected the Budget? It is an acknowledged rule 
tJiat all persons dealing with public money must ])lace their uccounis 
before the public for inspection. Even the Marchioness of Linlithgow 
publishes her accounts of receipt.s and expenditure of relief societies in 
oi<ler to inspire the confidence of the public. If their accounts are ’U 
order ( av-tsuc jf ^ yi ) ), as my friends will 

understand. It is no reflection on the firm of the Ispahanis, it is no 
reflection whatsoever if we demand an enquiry and that we want acc>ounts 
from them. Since so much mud has been thrown at that firm let them 
jmblish their accounts and say “w'e have not merely served you but w(‘ 
have saved your jirovince in this way”. Jf that be done the voice of 
criticism will at once be hushed. 

I come now. Sir, lo my next point. Sir, m\ friends of the European 
gioiij) have a])])ealed to all .s<*ciioiKs of the House for eo-()))(*raiion. Wv of 
the Opposition most heartily echo that ajipeal, hut, Sir, it must le^ 
understood that co-operation breeds co-operation just us (confidence breeds 
( onfidence. Whoever wants co-operation must desiuve it. A Government 
^^hich is not merely a sectional Government hut which carries on its 
administration only to feather its own nest and to fill the pock(‘ts of their 
friends and relations and supporters does not deserve any co-operation 
from any section of the House. Sir, if there is an oj)en entiuiry you will 
find that shops have been taken away and given to their supporter friend^i. 
There are instances in which shops have Imhmi giv(‘n to many of the 
itpposition memberfi who are present in this House in order to induce (hem 
to join the Ministerial Party. That is not the kind of Government that 
deserves co-o])eration from anybody. Be hon(*st to yourself, sjiticially at 
a time of crisis like this, he honest and we extend you our hand of co- 
operation. Talk of co-operation I The streets of Calcutta would have been 
littered wdth the dry bones hiyl not the public come forward generously 
in order to open free kitchens. Of the five thousand and odd free kibdiens 
now working in Bengal not even five have been opened at ^he instance of 
Mr. Suhrawardy. You talk of co-operation I (The Hon’ble Mr. H. S. 
SrHRAWABDY: Ha, ha!) No question of “ha”, “ha” like a monkey. 
Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; Sir, is that Parliamentary? 

Mr. K, FAZLUL HUQ: I do not say monkey, it is a donkey. 
(Nawabzada K. Na.sarullaii ; You are one.) 
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I want to say one word regarding the mufassal. It will not do 

(Interruption from Government benches.) 

Mr# SPEAKER: Mr. Fazlul Huq, I would request you not to listen to 
these things but to go on. 

Mr. A. K. FAZLUL HUQ: I am not; I am going to finish. 

Now, Sir, it is not Calcutta that matters so much as the mufassal. 
My friends of the European grouj) have rightly realised that the position 
in the mufassal is much worse than in Calcutta. Here you can get a 
morsel of food somehow or other but in the mufassal not only is there no 
rice, no supply of rice, but it is impossible for people to get not merely 
a morsel of food but even a drop of what is sometimes called gruel. That 
is, the state of things in mufassal is ten times worse than it is in 
Calcutta. It will not do to think of Calcutta and greater Calcutta. You 
must think of the whole ot Bengal, specially of the mufassal where ihe 
resources of the people are very limited. 

Sir, I make one suggestion. There are over 5,000 union boards in 
Bengal. Let the Government supply enough rice to each union board in 
order that it may fairly be distributed among the individuals. It is no 
use doing something for the towm of Calcutta. You must not forget the 
mufassal. 

Sir, I was reading this morning the speech of Mr. Suhrawardy 
delivered on the 10th of March on the special motions regarding food. 
His concluding words, Sir, I adopt as my own. He addressed those words 
to me and it is the mercy of Providence that it is my privilege to address 
those w'ords to him this afternoon. Tliis is what he said to me and this is 
what I say to him : 

“Before I sit down I make a final appeal to the House. I beg it to 
realise the very serious nature of the situation.” Remember, Sir, this 
was when rice was selling at Rs. Hi per maund and people were not dying. 
“It is not that we intend to make political capital out of the 
criminal conduct of the Ministry but things have come to such a pass, the 
province is already so near chaos and disorder, dangers ahead are so 
considerable, the Ministry is .so thoroughly incompetent and worse” — I 
repeat it thousand times — “that if the honourable members have any 
regard for the future and better Government of this province, if they 
have any concern for good order, good management of this province, if 
they have any Concern for the very lives of the people, if they wish to 
save the unhappy masses from starvation an'd death, then I would appeal 
to them particularly those who sit in serried ranks behind the Ministry, to 
support our motion and record their opinion that this Ministry has 
definitely failed to do its duty by the people. How lon^ I beg of the 
House to consider, are we to bear the dead weight of this Ministry, 
bankrupt and sterile? How long are personal reasons, the prospect of a 
few jobs, promises of patronage, benefits already received, being* received 
and due to be received going to keep you from doing your duty by the 
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peopled How lou^ are thow who say that they want an etBcient and 

reliable administration, an administration " 1 need not read the whole 

thing. It will be found on page 48 ot the proceedings. 

Now, Sir, 1 hope my European friends will excuse me it iu conclusion 
I refer to the tact that although this Ministry during thes(^ six montlis 
has brought this province t<) such a pass, it is receiving unstinted support 
not merely from my friends opposite but from the European grou]). The 
support given to this Ministry by the European group and by my friends 
opposite is ])sychologically the same, although the approach is slightly 
<lifferent. The European group supj)ort this Ministry because it is a 
Ministry of their foundlings and they know that this Ministry is .so very 
amenable to their advice that they w'ould be ill advised to thn»\\ this 
Ministry out of office. They are acting in the apprehension that once tliis 
Ministry falls, there is no knowing what cutustroj)lie may ha[)pen. Some 
members of tlie 0})position may again sit in office there and may 
create cha()s where there is peace, order and goo<l government. Sir, my 
friends of the Euroi)ean grou]) are acting on the |)rincii)le that the devil 
I know’ is better 'than the devil 1 do not know. That their apprehension 
and therefore they are supporting this Ministry. My friends opposite 
are also supporting this Ministry for the same psycdiological reason bec-ause 
in this Ministry they find all their hopes for the future, it is through this 
Ministry that they can ama.ss tabulous wealth lai- above the greed and 

avarice of men (A voice from the (loxernmcnt benclies : All has been 

exhausted.) There still remains enough which will last our friends of the 
Ministerialist party for 14 generations up and dowui. (Laughter.) 

Therefore they are going to Mipport (Government at any cost. One 
member says, “What doe.s it matter if people are dying^ We must 
support the Ministry’’. Another member says, “What does it inutter if 
people are dying!'' Bengal is overpopulated and there should be some 
reduction in the population.” In their case it is indifference. In the 
case of my Enroi)ean friends it is ignorance, but the result is the same. 
We know, Sir, that we are in the minority, but, Sir, we believe that 
although we have not got the pow'er to carry out the mandate which we 
have received from our constituencies, the whole of the province is behind 
us in this demand of the country. ((Vies of “question” from the 
Ministerialist benches.) 

Sir, I conclude by throwing out this open challenge to Mr. Suhrawardy 
‘‘this Government is guilty of criminal misappropriation; therefore, you 
avoid an open enquiry. This Government is guilty of ifothing short of 
theft and plunder; therefore you are opposing every demand for rendering 
of accounts by the firm of Messrs. Ispahani and Company.'' I 
demand that there should be an open enquiry not by way of any want of 
confidence in that firm but to restore public confidence in the firm. I 
demand that accounts should be laid before the public, so that the 
public may know bow four and half crores of rupees that have been placed 
in their* hands, have been accounted for. We have got to remember 
that by the action of this Government crores of rupees are the deficit of 
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the Government at the present moment. I do not know if they will ever 
be able to repay the debt. We have every right to know why is it that 
this debt has been incurred, why is it that this has happened. In their 
interests, if not for anything else, I hope that they will rise up to the 
height of the occasion to clear up all the charges that have been made and 
which I have made on behall of the Opposition that they are thieves 
and profiteers and plunderers unless they can account for the money that 
Las come into their hands. 

The Hon'ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: After 40 minutes of 
histrionic bathos and at the end of a debate when all Muslim members of 
the House are anxious to get away in order to break their fast, I feel, Sir, 
that it is not possible for me to do justice to the debate which has lasted 
well over two days and in course of which many charges have been flung 
at the Ministry and at the same time many constructive suggestions have 
been made which I should like to have dealt with. (Dr. Nalinaksha 
Sanyal: By Mr. Walker!) Yes, by Mr. Walker and Mr. Kenned \ . 
Not a single constructive .suggestion was made by a single member of the 
Opposition. Sir, I refu.se to be agitated by the taunts of the members 
of the Opposition or even by the alnnses and vituperations of Dr. Syama- 
prasad Mookerjee, which (Dr. SY\MvrRASAj) Mookkrjke: Give us food 
and stop the stunt) it is his privilege to fling about in the House. Sir, I 
am very serious today. Dr. Syamaj)ra.sad Mookerjee’s .speech was a politi(‘al 
stunt. For me the present situation (Dr. Syam.apra.sad Mookerjek : 
is a political stunt !) is something very serious, something very deadly. 
The Hon’ble the Leader of the Opposition has said that the curses of 
()0 million people will fall on our heads. May I say one thing, Sir, that 
this is a very serious matter!^ I leave it to my God to judge between the 
late Chief Minister and myself, between Mr. Fazlul Huq and myself 
as to who has tried his best to do his duty by the people of the province. 
I shall leave it at that and if the curses are to fall on any one’s head, 
they w'ill fall on the heads of the persons whom God will find guilty. I do 
not wish the late Chief Minister any such evil thing. I leave it to him to 
wish such evil things for his other fellow beings. 

Sir, I will deal with the speech of Dr. Mookerjee at greater length 
than others, because most of the other people who have spoken have 
repeated in a garbled manner the speech with which he initiated the 
debate. It is stated that when there was actual shortage, I estimated that 
there was no shortage, and that I have \vasted five months’ time declaring 
that there w^as Yo shortage. Now, Sir, I have already given an answer. 
This is an old accusation and I need repeat the old reply that what I stated 
was that insiMence on shortage w^ould not help anyone. This does not 
mean that I did not admit that there was a shortage; on the other hand 
it presupposes a shortage. But it really does not matter what I said or 
what I did not say. What matters is that I took all possible steps that 
Government could take to meet the situation, to meet the shortage, 
that I took all possible steps which Government could take to impress 
upon the Government of India that it had to come to the assistance of 
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Bengal, because there was a serious deficiency in this province and I took 
all possible steps for the purpose of procuring grains from outside. It ia 
said, Sir, that when we had the food drive why did I not stop^ 
movements of foodgrains from the village to the towns. If that had been 
done at that moment, you would have witnessed much earlit‘r jind over a 
considerable period of time the spectacle which w'e have just juissed through. 
Calcutta and other consuming centres, all of them, w'ould have been devoid 
of rice. Deficit areas W'ould have had no rice. Tt was necessary tha( trade 
should continue to flow’; and anyone who prevents tlie flow of trach* without 
complete responsibility for distribution creates conditions which may cause 
very serious damage to the public. 

The next point wdiich has been raised is that no steps have been taken 
to send adequate supplies to deficit areas. On the other hand, Sir, 1 claim 
that we have taken those steps which the late Government did not take. 
During the time of the late Government nothing w’as sent to the deficit 
areas except to the cyclone-struck areas of Midnapore and the 24-Parganas, 
During our time we have been sending foodgrains to deficit areas, we have 
picked up foodgrains from surplus areas and sent them to the deficit areas 
and it is thus that tor b months these deficit areas have been fed and 
maintained. 

Mr. JOCE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: With what result:^ (Interruption.) 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UIHRAWARDY: True, <*(*rtuin people have 
died as the figures will show’. (Interruption.) (A vokk: “Figures be 
blowed”.) But many many more have been saved. For the sake of the 
middle classes, we have run cheap grain shops and secured them supplies 
w'hich may well cau.se us a loss running to 3 crores of ruju'cs. This at any 
rate ought to bring home to this House that ch(‘ap grain shops have been 
opened everyw’here for the benefit of the ])(*o})lc. (Sj. M\mm)1{a lljirs.vx 
SiNHA : Has any shop been opened at Bankura?') 

There is a further point to whi<di honourable members have constantly 
refericd under a misapprehension. There has be(*ii no removal from 
actually deficit areas of rice which Government have purediased. Now, 
Sir, I made it clear in my opening speech that tliere is no intention on the 
part of Government to remove rice from the deficit areas. 1 have made 
it clear in my opening speech that rice wdll remain there for the purposes 
of meeting the needs of khichuri kitchens, relief kitchens and cheap grain 
shops and not a single maiiiid of rice has gone out of the deficit areas to 
the surplus areas. • 

A certain friend of mine his produced a photo of certain boats. I take 
it that in some portion of Midnapore that photograph was taken, although 
it was a photograph which might have been taken anywhere, but 
there is nothing wrong with the photograph of boats. I think Dr. Syamar 
prasad Mookerjee surely knows— but he does not know the latest 
development— that we are sending regularly by boats grains to Midnapore 
and that we ■ have doubled the number of boats recently . I do not know 
what these boats are. I wish to make it clear that no boats are taking 
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away any rice from the distreftsed areas in Midnapore. There are certain 
areas in Midnapore which had a certain amount of stock of surplus food- 
grains like Chandrakona. That might be a different matter. Grain comes 
from certain parts of Midnapore to Calcutta because that is the direct 
route; but at the same time grain is going in an unending stream from 
Calcutta to the cyclone-affected areas. It is not possible normally to 
transfer foodgraiu from the surplus area of Midnapore to the deficit area 
of Midnapore without bringing it first to Calcutta. 

Dr. 8YAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: What is the total quantity sent? 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: A considerable Amount. I 
may tell the House since 1 was informed that the conditions in Midna])ore 
were deteriorating, 1 have red(»ubled the quota to the cyclone-affected areas 
and we are now sending double the number of boats to Midnapore. AVe 
are doing all this for Midnapore. 

Mr. J0GE8H CHANDRA GUPTA: Mr. Deputy Speaker, will the 
Hon’ble Minist(‘r give us figures of the requirements of the district and what 
has been sent? 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Don’t interrupt ihe Hon’ble Minister, please. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARBY: It has been asked why the 
Hengal Ministry agreed to make the reduction in the basic quota. We 
never agreed to it. 

Dr. SYAMAPRA8AD MOOKERJEE: It was done in spite of you. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. SUHRAWARDY: It is not a question of ‘in 
spite of you”. At the Conference, every province was asked to declare 
its surplus and to declare its deficit. Thereafter the (lovernment of India 
attempted to make up the deficits from the surpluses and allotted cejtain 
quotas to the various provinces. The amount allotted to Bengal was 
miserable and I i)rote8ted most emphatically against it. I am fighting 
against it since then and this coupled with the change in the 
attitude of the Government of India has resulted in more and more food- 
grains being allotted to Bengal, than was done under the basic quota. 
This was my plain duty, and I am thankful that to some extent my efforts 
have been crowned with siiccess. ' ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Not your efforts, but “The States- 
man’s” pleadings. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHR AWARD Y: Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee 
has again raised the bogey of profiteering with the wheat from the Punjab. 
It is a very* great pity that he has done so, because it creates a kind of 
confusion that there are people even here who think that the Bengal 
Government might have made certain profits. I have made it quite clear 
to the Government of India, to the Punjab Government and to the public 
at large what the position actually is. (Dr. Sy.\mapeasai) MookeejjSE: But 
they refused to be convinced.) No, the Punjab Government is convinced. 
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At the same time the Punjab Government says that it would like to know 
where the leakage actually is. This time Sirdar Baldeo Singh is convinced. 
You will see that he has made a fresh statement. He is convinced that 
the Bengal Government is not profiteering. I have pointed out to them 
that in the beginning the Bengal Government «lid make certain profits 
out of the wheat and wheat products and it was due to the fact that a 
considerable amount of wheat was promised to us, about 30, ()()() tons of 
wheat a month. The mills said that they could not take up, handle and 
store all the 30,000 tons of wheat. A considerable amount of wheat 
products also was promised to us. We had therefore to luakt* ariangements 
and to make provision in our figures for handling (‘hurges, for storing, for 
removing and sending it outside. We never got the promised amount of 
wheat. Instead of 30,000 tons of wheat, we received in June 10. 000 tons 
and in July only 18,000 tons and we never had to incur these handling 
and storing and reloading charges. We had also made provision for 
sending wheat products to the various districts of Bengal which would 
have been done had we had the wheat which was promised. We intended 
that Government would stand the entire cost and would sell wheat products 
in any i>art of Bengal for 0 annas a seer, and this would have entailed a 
considerable amount of loss. We never had sufficient wheat and wheat 
products and so that money was saved. We then brought down the price of 
(itta from 8 to 7 annas per seer. Even then sufficient wheat was not coming. 
When J went to the Punjab I made it clear to the Jhinjab (iovernmeni 
that the first thing 1 would d(> on my return to ('alcuttu would he to 
examine the price and to bring it down still further. I came ha(‘k and T 
brought down the price to tJ annas. Now the position stands like this: 
If the promised quota (»i wheat (•ome^ as it is now expected to come from 
the Punjab and from the Tinted Provinces — and I see no i(‘ason why the 
w'heat quota should not come — if it comes then the entire profit made on 
wheat will be wiped off and we shall probably bav<* to pay from the 
provincial revenues Ifs, 0 lakhs. That is the position as it stands, and I 
think the honourable members^ught to accept the position and not create 
further confusion in the matter. I have no doubt that the Punjab Govern- 
ment also will accept that position. 

Or. 8Y AM APR ASAD MOOKERJEE: They have not as yet. 

HoiPble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: They will. It is no use 

talking' like this. It is true and 1 am prepared to admit that in the 
beginning it was largely due to our own inexperience. *We had never 
milled meat before and we did not know how much it was going to cost, 
how mu^V wheat we had to put in, and how much wheat products would 
come outl’ We had worked on calculations from the figures supplied by 
the Whew Advisory Committee itself. This was done on what we call 
Wpert ad4tce and this was the result. We had not just imagined every- 
^ing. It \ was all done on a certain basis. Now we have sufficient 
ixperiendfeiT we have examined the figures at various stages of the 
/transaction^ land have reduced the prices. 

3 
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Now, Sir, the next point is with regard to Messrs. Ispahani, Ltd. I 
hoped that I would not be any more required to refer to that firm and that 
the replies we had and the clear exposition made on the floor of this House 
by the Chief Minister would have quietened the Opposition, but it seems 
it has not had any effect as the Leader of the Opposition is still bent on 
making political capital out of it. 

Now, Sir, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee wishes to know this: what is 
the total amount of the payments and advances that have been mad^ to 
Messrs. Ispahani, Ltd. Let me make it clear to you. Sir, that no advances 
have been made to tlie Ispahanis at all. Moneys have been paid to them 
for purcha{ies after the purchases had been made with tlieir own money. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; That is not true. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8U1HRAWARDY: That is absolutely' correct. 
No money hud l)een 4 )aid to them until vouchers liad been placed before us 
and until we were satisfied that the purchases had been made. As to what 
the figures are, 1 have not got them : it may be crores or 5 crores, of 

that I am not (iuite certain. But whatever they are, the liouourable 

members opj)osite — I mean Dr. Sanyal and Dr. Mookerjee who have the 
clearest knowledge of my Department and know what is going on there — 
know perfectly well how much money has been paid ; and it is not necessary 
for me to say anything more. (Interruptions from the Opposition, 
and a Voice: It is not a clear answer.) I a(‘cept all your figures, but 
the fact remains that nothing has been paid against purchases which have 
not been made and even u]) till n(>w the Bengal Government stands 

indebted to the firm of Messrs. Ispahani. (Cries of “Oh, oh” from the 

Opposition Benches. Dr. XalIxX.aksha Santal: We want an empiiry into 
the actual ])aynients that have been made to this firm.) 

Then, Sir, as regards the agreement, that is an agreement which has 
been entered into by the firm with the Government and we have not the 
slightest doubt that it will be to our advantaffe. (Dr. N\unaksha Sanyal: 
When was it signed h It is not necessary for me to say when it 
wtfs signed, but the agreenient was signed and that agreement is open to 
ins])ection by every member of this House: the date on which it 
was signed, the ])lace where it was signed and the persons who signed it, 
and so on and so on : The particulars of the transactions cannot be placed 
before the House or before the public for the simple reiisnn that these are 
the figures which are the private concerns of a particular firm. But you 
can come and see them. It was not necessui^V for me to make that offer, but 
I did make that offer, and I do still stick to that offer, that you can come 
and examine the books and see the accounts of Messrs. Ispahani, Ltd., 
and stop this controversy once and for all. If you find anything 
wrong and bring it to the notice of the Government, Government will 
surely look into it. You have not yet accepted that offer, but I really 
request, I beseech you to accept this offer to come to the office of the firm 
and see all things for yourselves: you can bring your own accountants 
and see all the vouchers and papers. I do say on behalf of the Ministry 
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that I am most anxious to probe into and rectify any wrong which may 
have been done by the Ispahauis, but merely making idiarges — baseless, 
incorrect charges — merely shouting that “we want an eu(iuiry” into these 
false allegations which are without any substance will not do. You 
examine the books, find out the substance and be satisfied, but don’t make 
this sort of false allegations. Dr. Sanyal said the other day that there 
was a case of defalcation of Rs. 60,000 against the Ispahunis 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I did not say, defalcation, but 
discrepancy. 

The Hofi’Me Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: Sir, 1 called for the ac'count- 
ant and he said, “It is not a fact** 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: I stand by what 1 have said and it is 
for the accountant to prove that it is not a fact. 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY: 1’hat was why tin* accountant 
was sent for. He said that there was only one instance when a person 
who had already sold rice to the Director of Civil Supplies went and 
sold to file firm oi Ispahanis the same rice at Rs. o more. 'Plie Ispahanis 
bought rice because it uas cheap, when the market price was something 
like Ks. 19; the man got Rs. 7,000 more, which has lH‘(*n (h'bited to the 
Ispahanis. 

Then there are small shortages, a maund here, five' seers there*. t(*n seers 
at another plac*e, leading to losses of Rs. ») hero. Rs. ID. t)i(‘re, etc. On 
the other hand then* were cases of increases also, became, us it must he 
clear to everybody, when large despatches are .sent, when you send out ten 
thousand maiinds of rice, there is always the likelihood ot a shortage of a 
maund liei'e or an increase of a mannd at afioth(‘r })lMce. 

Then, Sir, I wish to say most emphatically that there is no political 
connection between tlie firm and the Mini.strv. Ihei’e is no denying the 
fact that .so far as the Ispahanis and the Ispahani Brothers an* concerned, 
they are good Muslim Leaguers, as, I consider, the vast majority of the 
people of Bengal and the vast majority of the Muslims of India are Muslim 
Leaguers. They are Muslim Leaguers in the same manner in whii-h the 
honourable the ex-Chief Minister of the Opposition w'oiild like to be a 
Muslim Leaguer himself. We know that w'e are Muslim L(*aguerH, and 
we pride ourselves in the fact that w'e are Muslim Leaguers, but I can 
definitely say that there is no Apolitical connection between the firm and 

the Ministry (Loud noise from the Opposition benches* and cries of 

‘‘hear**, “hear**, from the Government party benches) Sir, so far as 

the accounts of the firm are concerned, they have been thoroughly examined 
and every pice has been accounted for. It has often been stated that the 
Ispahanis are supposed to have sold rice to the Government of Bengal. 
That, I think, is the main point of attack of the Opposition against the 
Ministry. Let me point out that the Ispahanis have not sold a grain of 
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rice to the Government of Bengal except what was taken from them or 
sold by them before they were appointed agents. Government bought the 
entire stock at that time at the actual price of their own purchases. 

Now, Sir, Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee has received telegrams from 
unsuspecting District Magistrates and Subdivisional Officers that relief 
kitchens ought to be established in those places. The position is this: 
The Bengal Relief Committee sent to these unsuspecting officers telegrams 
asking them whether they wanted relief kitchens to be established there. 
Sir, it is quite clear that under the orders of Government relief kitchens 
are to be established in all parts of Bengal, and thesfe relief kitchens must 
have siipj)lies. It is not that supplies are not there, but if the Bengal 
Relief Committee wishes to open up kitchens, it will obviously be of great 
help if instead of drawing upon local supplies which are set apart for the 
existing relief kitchens, they would supplement it with their own supplies. 
Already there were 2,200 relief kitchens established wuthin a short period 
and the numbei* has been increased to 4,000 now, and I am sure these 
4,000 relief kitchens are being run adequately. Therefore, Sir, if the 
Bengal Relief Committee can run relief kitchens only with our supplies, I do 
not know what is the particular advantage gained by handing our supplies 
to them, if they are just enough for our own needs. (Loud noise from the 

Oi>po8ition benches and cries of “On pa]>er only”) Sir, w’e have gone out 

of our w^ay to make an effort whicli J)r. S\amaj)rasad Mookerjee may 

not be able to acknowledge or appreciate because he is making political 

capital out of it. Sir, we have given the utmost possible help to 
Dr, Syamaprasad Mookerjee’s Bengal Relief Committee, and have made 
it possible for him to dispense relief in bis own name, and it they come to 
these places for the purpose of giving relief w'e are always prepared to 
give the utmost possible help which Government can give. (Loud applause 
from the Government party benches.) 1 do not care, Sir, whether he 
utilises I his assistance for political purposes or lie doe.> not (U- whether he 
uses it to stand forth as the champion of the peo])le of Bengal. It will 
be m;^ duty to help him or anybody else even he be my bitterest foe. If 

he comes to relieve the distressed people of Bengal, it will be my duty to 

assist him to the utmost jmssible extent. 

Sir, there are many things 1 should like to discuss, i shall conclude 
by saying one word about Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee’s last statement about 
co-operation. 

Mr, ASIMlfDDIN AHMED: On a point of order, Sir. WIT OT 

toe? I ^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. H. 8. 8UHRAWARDY; I shall take two minutes 
more. 

Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee has offered co-operation and I am most 
anxious to accept that hand of co-operation. Let him come with clean 

hands and let him (Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee : You are a* murderer 

and you say ‘Tome with clean hands” ! (He says that I am a murderer 
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and 80 it is quite clear that be does not offer his hand of co-operation. 
After all, that offer of co-operation is nothing else but a stunt. His leader 
also talked about co-operation but abused us up hill ami down dale in the 
same breath. Is that the method of offering co-operation}^ If you want 
to give co-operation, come along. We shall sit down with you and try 
together to solve the problem of Bengal and try our best, but (‘oine with a 
clean heart, come with a real desire to serve and to co-oj)cra1e. Do not 
come merely for show, do not come witl» black and dark minds that 
you are coming to talk to murderers or to those with wdioin you really do 

not want co-operation. If yon <‘ome w’ith a clean heart (Interruptions 

and loud noise from the Opposition bemdies.) If you continue to behave 
like that, it is no use speaking further. 

Mr. 8ANT08H KUMAR BA8U; Sir, may 1 make a suggestion to the 

Hon’ble Minister (Cries of “sit dowm’*, “sit down” from (lovernment 

benches). 

Mr. 8PEAKERS Mr. Busu, please sit down. You must remember that 
this is the month of Ramzan and we have got to break oui- fast at 0-32 
punctually. 

The motion ot Dr. Nalinukshu Sunyal that this Assembly is of opinion 
that 

(/) the statement made l)y the Hon’ble Minister in churg(‘ of Civil 
Sufiplies, in the Assembly on the Ibth instant is extremely 
disappointing juid unsatisfactory, particularly in so far as it 
does not indicate (iovernmeiit’s immediate intention us yet to 
undertake the maintenance of food supply for the entire popula- 
tion specially the rural pojuilation and the middle claeses, 
during the emergency, and in so far as it shows the absence of 
any comprehensive scheme for the c(|uitable distribution of all 
available stock of foodgrains, from within or from without the 
province, with the introduction of nt^cessary rationing schemes 
for urban areas; 

(o) immediate ste])s should la* taken to isolate the big <-onsuming 
areas like Calcutta and HowtuIi with their industrial sulmrlw, 
(’hittagong, Dacca, Narayaiiganj, all places of military 
(‘oncentration and aerodrome c*(»nstiuclion and big evacuees’ camps 
from the rest of Bengal, wdth a view to maintain the supplies 
in such areas with the imports Irom cfttside and to 
retain the supplies iti rural Bengal for local consumption as far 
as practicable, sujiplemeiiting the same with sinpluseH of the 
foodgrains from outside Bengal to relieve siiecially deficit areas; 

(m) immediate steps should be taken to prevent the purchases of (utn 
])addy and rice as also the coming maon crop by big traders from 
outside, whether Government agents or others at competitive 
prices, and to prohibit the export of such foodgrains to the bigger 
consuming centres isolated as above ; 
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(iv) immediate steps should be taken to reorganise the village food 
committees set up during the Food Drive and to organise union 
and village relief committees with adequate representation of 
all progressive parties and organisations and to - give effect to a 
comprehensive scheme of relief for all classes determined in 
consultation with the leaders of public opinion, 

was then put and a division taken with the following results: — 


Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mia. 

Abdul Hamid Sfiah, Maulvi. 

Abdul Kader, Mr. (alias Lai Meah). 
Abdul Majid, Maulvi (Mymensingh). 
Abdul Wahed, Maulvi. 

Abdur Razzak, Maulvi. 

Abu Hossain Sarkar, Maulvi. 

Aoharyya Choudhury, Maharaja Sashi 
Kanta, of Muktagaoha, Mytnansingh. 
Ahmed Ali Enayetpuri, Khan Bahadur 
Maulana. 

Ahmed Khan, Mr. 8yed. 

Asimuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Azhar All, Maulvi. 

Badruddoja, Mr. Syed. 

Banerjee, Mr. Pramatha Nath. 

Banerji, Mr. P. 

Barat Ali, Mr. Md. 

Barma, Mr. Puspajit. 

Barman Mr. Upendra Nath. 

Basu, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 

Basu, Mr. santosh Kumar. 

Bhawmik, Dr. Gobinda Chandra. 

Biswas, Mr. Surendra Nath. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Haripada. 

Chaudhuri, Rai Harendra Nath. 

Oas, Babu Radhanath. 

Das Gupta, Or. J. M. 

Oas Gupta, Srijut Narendra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Oolui, Mr. Harendra Nath. 

Outta Gupta, Miss Mira. 

Edbar, Mr. Upendranath. 

Faziul Huq, Mr. A. K. 

Giasuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Golam Rabbani Ahammad, Maulvi. 
Gupta, Mr. Jogesh Chandra. 

Gyasuddin Ahmed Choudhury, AlhadJ. 
Habibullah, Nawab Bahadur K., of Dacca. 
Htshem Ali Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvi. 
Idris Ahmed Mia, Maulvi. 

Jalaluddin Hashemy, Mr. Syed. 

Jalan, Mr. I. D. 

Jonab Ali Majuipdar, Maulvi. 

Kazem Ali Mirza, Sahibzada Kawan Jah 
8yed. 

Khan, Mr. Debendra Lall. 


AYES— 8S. 

Kundu, Mr. Nishitha Nath. 

Lahiri, Babu Ashutosh. 

Maji, Mr. Adwaita Kumar. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 

Mandat, Mr. Birat Chandra. 

Mandal, Mr. Krishna Prasad. 
Maniruzzaman Islamabadi, Maulana Md. 
Maqbul Hosain, Mr. 

Mookerjee, Or. Syamaprasad. 

Muhammad Afzal, Khan Bahadur Maulvi 
Syed. 

Muhammad Ibrahim, Maulvi. 

Muhammad Solaiman, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvi. 

Mukherjee, Mr. B. 

Mukherji, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Muliick, Srijut Ashutosh. 

Mustafa Ali Dewan, Maulvi. 

Nandy, Maharaja Srischandra, of Cossim* 
bazar. 

Nasker, Mr« Hem Chandra. • 

Paul, Sir riari Sanker. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandilal. 

Pramanik, Mr. Tarinicharan. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 
Ramizuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkrishna. 

Roy, Mr. Kiran Sankar. 

Roy, Mr. Manmatha Nath. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram. 

Roy, Shib Shekhareswar, Kumar. 
Sanaullah, Dr. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalmaksha. 

Sanyal, Mr. Sasanka Sekhar. 

Sen, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Sen, Mr. Dhirendra Nath. 

Sen, Jogesh Chandra, Rai Bahadur. 
Shahedali, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Shamsuddin Ahmed Khondkar, Mr. 
Shamsul Huda, Maulana. 

Sinha, Srijut Manindra Bhusqp* 

Sur, Mr. Harendra Kumar. 

Tofel Ahmed Choudhury, Maulvi Haji. 
Wanur Rahman, Maulvi. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 


NOES— 188. 


Abdul Aziz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Haftz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hakeem, Mr. (Khulna). 

Abdul Hakim, Maulvi (Mymensingti). 
Abdul Hakim VIkrampuri, Maulvi Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Jabbar, Maulvi. 


Abdul KaHm, Mr. 

Abdul Latif Biswas, Maulvi. 

Abdul Majid, Mr. Syed (NoakhaK). 
Abdul Motaleb MaJIk, Dr. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdulla-AI Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahnian, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
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Abdur Rahman Sidi^ai, Mr. 

Abdur Raschid Mahim^ Mr. 

Abdur Rasheed, Mauivi Md. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 8. 
(Howrah). 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah (Rang- 
pur). 

Abdus Shahead, Mauivi Md. 

Abut Fail, Mr. Md. 

Abul Hashim, Mauivi. 

Abui Hosain Ahmed, Mr. 

Abul Masud, Kazi. 

Abul Quasem, Mauivi. 

Aftab AM, Mr. 

Ahmed AM Mridha, Mauivi. 

Ahmed Hosain, Mr. 

Alfazuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Aminullah, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 

Amir AM Mia, Mauivi Md. 

Anwarul Azim, Khan Bahadur Md. 

Aulad Hossain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Barma, the Hon’bie 'Mr. Premhari 
Barman, Babu Shyama Prosad. 

Bell-Hart, Miss P. B. 

Birkmyre, Sir Henry, Bart. 

Biswas, Babu Lakshmi Narayan. 

Biswas, Mr. Rasik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatindra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narendra Narayan. 
Chippendale, Mr. J. W. 

Clark, Mr. I. A. 

Das, Rai Sahib Anukui Chandra. 

Das, Rai Sahib Kirit Bhusan. 

Das, Mr. Monomohan. 

Dass, Babu Debendra Nath. 

Emdadul Haque, Kazi. 

Farhad Raza Chowdhury, Mr. M. 

Farhut Bano Khanam, Begum. 

Faziul Quadir, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Dacca). 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymensingh). 
Gladding, Mr. D., C.I.E. 

Golam Sarwar Hosaini, Mr. Shah Syed. 
Gomes, Mr. R. A. 

Goswami, the Hon'ble Mr. Tulsi 
Chandra. 

Griffiths, Mr. C. 

Gupta, Mr. J. N. 

Gurung, Mr. Damber Singh. 

Hahzuddin Choudhun, Mauivi. 

Hamiduddin Ahmad, Khan Sahib. 
Hamilton, Mr. K. A. 

Hasanuzzaman, Khan Sahib Mauivi Md. 
Hasina Murshed, Mrs., M.B.E. 

Hatemally Jamadar, Khan Sahib Mauivi. 
Haywood, Mr. Rogers. 

Hirtzel, Mr. M. A. F. 

Hodge, Mr. H. R. 
ispahani, Mr. M. A. H., M.B.E. • 
Jalaluddin Ahmad, the Hon'ble Khan 
Bahadur MaulvL 


The Ayes beini? 88 and the Noes 


ilasimuddin Ahmed, Khan Bahadur 
Mauivi. 

Kabiruddin Khan, Khan Bahadur Mauivi. 
Kennedy, Mr. I. G. 

Kumar, Mr. AtuI Chandra. 

Leisk, Mr. John. 

McPherson, Mr. G. P. 

Mahzuddin Ahmed, Dr. (Bogra). 
Mahzuddin Ahmed, Mauivi (Tippera). 
Mandat, Mr. Amrita Lai. 

Mandal, Mr. Banku Behan. 

Mandal, Mr. Jagat Chandra. 

Mandal, the Hon’bie Mr. Jogendra Nath. 
Maniruddin Akhand, Mauivi. 

Miles, Mr. C. W. 

Mohammed Ali, Khan Bahadur. 

Mohsin All, Mr. Md. 

Morgan, Mr. G., C.I.E. 

Moslem Ah Mollah, Mauivi M. 

Mozammel Huq, Matilvi Md. 

Muhammad ishaque, Mauivi. 

Muhammad Israll, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Siddique, Khan Bahadur Or. 
Syed. 

Mukerjea, the Hon’bie Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Muliick, Mr. Mukunda Behary. 

Mullick, the Hon’bie Mr. Putin Behary. 
Musharruff Hossain, the Hon’bie Nawab, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Mustagawsal Haque, Mr. Syed. 
Nasaruiiah^ Nawabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, the Hon’bie Khwaja Sir, 
K.C.I.E. 

Nooruddin, Mr. K. 

Norton, Mr. H. R. 

Pam, the Hon’bie Mr. Barada Prosanna. 
Powell, Mr. J. A. 

Raikut, Mr. Prasanna Deb. 

Rajibuddin Tarafdar, Mauivi. 

Razaur Rahman Khan, Mr. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjoy. 

Sadaruddin Ahmed, Mr. 

Sahruddin Ahmed, Haji. 

Sahebe-Aiam, Mr. Syed. 

Salim, Mr. 8. A. 

Sarkar, Babu Madhusudan. 

Serajui Islam, Mr. 

Shahabuddin, the Hon'ble Mr. Khwa|a, 
C.B. E. 

Singha, Babu Kshetra Nath. 

Sirdar, Babu Litta Munda. 
Smyth-Osboume, Mr. D. G. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Steven, Mr. J. w. R. 

Suhrawardy, the Hon’bie Mr. H. 8. 
Tamizuddin Khan, the Hon’bie Mr. 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 
walker, Mr. J. R. 

Walker, Mr. W. A. M., C.B.E. 
Wordsworth^ Mr. W.* C., C.I.E. 

Yusuf Ali Choudhury, Mr. 

Zillur Rahman Shah Chowdhury. 
Mauivi. I 


128, the motion was lost. 


The motion of Dr. Syamaprasad Mookerjee that this Assembly is of 
opinion* that the statement of the Civil Supplies Minister on the food 
situation is utterly disappointing and unsatisfactory. The policy pursued 
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by the Ministry with regard to procurement and distribution of food- 
grains and also in the matter of increasing production within the province 
has been completely unjilanned and ineflfective and has been responsible 
for a gradual deterioration of the situation leading to appalling famine 
conditions now prevalent in all parts of the province. Its latest action 
in promulgating price control of rice without making suitable provision 
for supplies has intensely aggravated the misery of the people. The 
Ministry has failed to discharge the elementary responsibility of any 
civilised Government by its failure to save human lives and to procure for 
the peo])le essential commodities for their bare existence, was then put and 
lost. 

The motion of Mr. Sureudra Nath Biswas that this Assembly is of 
opinion that the Provincial Government has bungled the food situation in 
the following, among other ways, namely, — 

(i) by not making ecjuitable distribution of the foodstuffs imported 
into and purchased wdthin Bengal; 

(li) by allowing removal of train loads of rice from Bengal during the 
month of August last; 

{Hi) by appointing agents to purchase avs paddy in several districts of 
the province; 

{Ir) by not giving due effect to the policy of price control ; 

(v) by allowing the traders to withhold the sale of rice in their stock 
at controlled prices; and 

(ro by not checking bribery, corruption and nepotism in the matter 
of food supply, 
was then put and lost. 


Adjournment. 

The House was then adjourned at 0-30 p.m. till 2-15 p.m. on Tuesday, 
the 28th September, 1043, at the Assembly House, Calcutta. 
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Proceedings of the Bengal Legislative Assembly assembled under 
the provisions of the Government of India Act, 1935. 

The Assembly met in the Assembly House, ('aleutta. on Tuesday, the 
28th September, 194‘1, at 2-15 p.ra. 

Present; 

Mr. Speakej (the lIon’l)le Mr. Syed Naisheh Am) in (In* Cliair, 
18 Hon’ble Ministers and 175 members. 


STARRED QUESTIONS 

(to which oral answers were given) 


Sale of kerosene oil and rice in SeraJganJ. 

*71. Rai Bahadur J0GE8H CHANDRA SEN; Will the lion ble Minis- 
ter in ehargre of the C'ivil Supplies Deimrtment be ideased to state— 

(a) who is in charg'e of issuing jiennits foi selling kerosene oil in the 
town of Serajgauj, Pabna, for the last 8 months; 
ili) the names of the persons to whom such i)t*rniits were’issuejl during 
the periml; 

(f) the date of issuing siudi |)ermits to them; 

(fl) the number of tins allowed in each i>ennit ; and 
(e) whether any permit has been issued to any Government servant for 
selling kerosene oil and riee^ 


The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA (on behalf of the Hon’ble 
Mr. H. S. Suhrawardy): (o) Tlie Subdi visional Sui)i»l\ Oilicer under the 
supervision ot the vSubdivisional Officer. 

(6) to {(I) A statement is laid oil the Table. 

(e) No. 

Statement referred to in reply to clauses {h) to {d) of starred question No. 71., 


Name of permit holder. 


Number of 
tins allowed 

in each XJate c»f iHsue. 

permit per • 

month. 


J. Abdali Ali and others 

2. Qobindra Chandra Das 

3. Brajanath Das 

4. Bhabani Charan Paul 

5. Tabarak Hossain Khan 

6. Hare Krishna Roy 

7. Khedu Ram Mistri 
8. . Abdua Sobhan 
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Number of 
tins allowed 

Name of permit holder. in each Date of issue. 

permit per 
month. 


9. 

Bipin Chandra Das 



5 

28th January, 1943. 

10. 

Kedar Nath Das 



10 


11. 

Mokbel Hossain Shaikh 



5 


12. 

Bhabesh Chandra Sarkar 



10 


13. 

Suraj Ali Khan 



10 


14. 

Gendu Munshi 



3 


15. 

Md. Idu Shaikh 



7 


16. 

Maulvi Abdus Salam 



10 


17. 

Arabah Shaikh 



8 


18. 

Pralay Kumar Bose 



10 


19, 

Shyam Chandra Dey 



6 

13th March, 1943. 

20. 

Man gal Chandra Ghosh 



4 


21. 

Samad Ali Shaikh 



6 


22. 

Umichand Sarma 



7 


23. 

Hajee Jamaluddm 



10 


24. 

Kliedanram Satyanarayan 



15 

30th March, 1943. 

25. 

Imam Bax Shaikh 



10 

5th April, 1943. 

26. 

Bherudam Sarma 



7 

Ditto. 

27. 

Secretary, Central Co-operative Bank 


60 

Ditto. 

28. 

Niranjan ^umar Saha 



10 

Ditto. 

29. 

Monoranjan Aich 



6 

14th April, 1943. 

30. 

Lutfar Rahman 



30 

17th April, 1943. 

31. 

Behadur Shaikh 



6 

14th April, 1943. 

32. 

Chunilal Sarma 



25 


33. 

Matilal Bose 



6 


84. 

Fazlur Rahman 



5 


35. 

Abdul Jahbar Siddiquo 



40 


30. 

Mil. Aktar Hossam 



15 


37. 

Mangal Chandra Basak 



15 


38. 

Baduli Sarkar 



20 


39. 

Sidhoswar Banerjee 



10 

13th July, 1943. 

40. 

Ka7.oinuddin Sheikh 



5 


41. 

Azad Ihldin Chaudliury 



15 


42. 

Dobes Prasad Kaha 



15 


43. 

Makiian Lai Dutta 



10 


44. 

Khondkar Md. Bias 



10 

10th May, 1943. 

46. 

Md. Abdul Mannan Bhuyan 



10 


46. 

Menajyom Hos.sain Khan 



10 


47. 

Md. Afzal Hossain Aluned 



5 


48. 

Suresh Chandra Saha 


. . t 

5 


49. 

Krishan Chandra Das 



10 


50. 

Sudhangsu ^khar Chakravarty 



7 


51. 

Abdul Rahman Talukdar 



10 

3rd March, 1943. 

52. 

Golam Maola Sheikh 



10 


53. 

Rafat Uddin Sarkar 



25 


54. 

Trailakya Nath Das 



5 


55. 

Amritalal Chaudhary 



15 


56. 

Md. Jamayedul Haque Khan 



15 
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67. 

68 . 

59. 

60. 
61. 
62. 

63. 

64. 

65. 

66 . 

67. 

68 . 

69. 

70. 

71. 

72. 

73. 

74. 
76. 

76. 

77. 

78. 

79. 

80. 
81. 
82. 

83. 

84. 

85. 
80. 

87. 

88 . 

89. 

90. 

91. 

92. 

93. 

94. 

95. 

96. 

97. 

98. 


Number of 
tins allowed 

Name of permit holder. in each Date of iasue. 

permit per 
month. 


M%ulvi Mansur Alara Khan 30 

Md, Esahaqiie Uddin 10 

Abdulla Sarkar . . 7 

Kuran Sheikli . . 7 

Jogeali Chandra Datta . . 8 

Sarba Nanda Dutta 15 

Apurba Kumar Bose . . 10 

Bherudam Sarma . . 7 

Sureah Chandra Dutta . . 10 

Digam Khan 30 

Hakim Moshk A lam . . 5 

Md. Marfat Ah 15 

Abu Bakkar Mahmood 16 

Sadat Hosaain Taliikdar 15 

Md. Mazaharul Islam 16 

Kefatulla Sheikh . . . 5 

Md. Ah Hossain 10 

Md. Abdus Salam . . . . 20 

Beni Madhab Sarker . . . . 20 

Md. Soleman Shoikh . . . . 7 

Syed Ahmed . . . . 10 

Fakir Mahmood Sheikli . . 15 

Bholanath Karmakar . . 10 

Gondu Mi.stri . . . . 8 

Harokrishna Da.'^ .. 5 

Kalipada Das . . 6 

A. G. riiakravarty . 15 

Moksed Ah Bepan . . 10 

Jadunath Bose . 15 

Ginndra Nath Saha 10 

Surendra Mohan Ghoae . . 5 

Hriday Nath Basak 5 

Girindra Chandra Bose 10 

Md. Bazruk Ah 10 

Sitaram Bhujawalla 25 

Md. Hos.sam Mia 10 

Golam Kader Chaudhury . . . . 10 

Kazemxnuddm Shaikh 6 

Bidhu Bhusan Roy . 15 

Kazeni Sardar 10 

Phani Bhusan Talukdar 10 

Sasadhar Paul ‘ , 

• 


Casualties liy military and polios firifig. 


*72. Mr. PRATUL CHANDRA CANCULI: (^0 Wijll the llou ble 
•Minister in chnrg:e of the ifoine Department lie plea.sed to lay on the Table 
a .statement showing*, di.strict by district, sinee August 7, 1942, up to date 
how many persons have been — 

(i^ killed and wounded as the result of police and militai*y firing; 

(t'l) arrested under the Defence of India Act and Rules; 
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(iii) arrested under the Indian Penal Ctxle in connection with the politi- 

cal movement; 

(iv) convicted under the Defence of India Act and Rules and Indian Penal 

Code in connection with the political movement; and 

(t) detained in jail as security prisoner under the Defence of India Rules 
for political reasons? 

(h) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to lay on the Table a statement 
showing, district by district, the amount of collective fines imposed on the 
inhabitants mentioning the areas? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon'ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddin): (a) (?) Figures as available are given in the statement 
laid on the Table. These figures exclude casualties from military firing, 
on which information is not available. 

(w), (iv) and (v) Figures as available are given in the statement laid on 
the Table, 

(iii) Details are not available and their collection would involve (\n expen- 
diture of time and labour which I am not prepared to sanction. 

(h) I refer the honourable member to the reply given to starred (juestion 
No. 38 on the 17th September, 1943. 


Statement referred to in reply to clause (a)(i) of starred question No, 72. 


Dietricte, 

Burdwan 

Birbhum 

Bankura 

Midnapore 

Hooghly 

Howrah 

24'Pargana8 

Calcutta 

Nadia 

Murshidabad 

Jessore 

Khulna 

Rajshahi 

Dinajpur 

Jalpafguri 

Darjeeling 

Rangpur . 

Bogra 

Pabna 

Malda 

Dacca i 

Mymensingh 

Faridpur 

Bakarganj 

Tippera 

No^hali 

Chittagong 


7th AuguBt-30th 
November, 1942. 

Killed. Injured. 

2 17 

4h 90 

3 

20 234 

4 ‘ 2 

4 20 

I 

12 40 

I * 42 


88 453 


Total 
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Statement referred to in reply to clause (a){ii), (iv) afid (v) of starred 

question No, 72. 

1st August, 1942-3 Ist January, 1948. 


DifitrictH. 

Arrested. 

Convicted. 

Detained. 

Burdwan 

17 

8 

26 

Birbhum 

17 

144 

9 

Bankura 

67 

12 

6 

Midnapore 

28 

34 

96 

Hooghly 

K1 


163 

Howrah 

31 

17 

13 

24-Pargana8 


22 

105 

Calcutta 

185 


296 

Nadia 

9 


18 

Mursliidabad 

35 

4 

42 

Jessore 

3 

o 

12 

Khulna 

18 

87 

18 

Rajshahi 


8 

79 

Dinajpur 

61 


40 

Jalpaiguri 

5 

6 

6 

Darjeeling 




Kangpur 

3 


20 

Bogra 

16 

8 

23 

Pabna 

12 


20 

Malda 

I 

9 


Dacca 

42 

43 

76 

Mymenaingh 

62 

26 

63 

Faridpur 

24 

31 

39 

Bakarganj 

54 

134 

no 

Tippera 

32 

96 

4 

Noakhah 

13 


22 

Chittagong 

89 

—a 


17 

Total 

885 

604 

1,310 

Figurea from lat February- 16th Auguat, 1943 (not 
available district by diatrict) 

244 

124 

306 

Grand Total (1st August, 1942- 16th August, 1943) 

1,120 

818 

1,615 


Mr. P. BANERJI: Will the honourable member be pleased to state 
why the figures of casualties from military firing are not available? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government ha»e no information 
with regard to accidents due*to military filing. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is it not the primary duty of ' Government to 
maintain all information relating to casualties from military or police 
firing? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes, Sir, but it would involve a 
lot of time and labour to collate these statistics. 
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Mfi Pi BANERJIs Will the honourable member be pleased to tell the 
House whether it is not a fact that in the ordinary course this information 
is maintained by Government? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Not in the ordinary course. Cases 
have got to be looked into and reports called for from various thanas in 
the districts. It would take a lot of time and labour and expenditure of 
money which would not be commensurate with the result obtained. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Is it not a fact that these figures are given in the 
Administration Reports issued every year and is it diflScult to obtain these 
figures in the ordinary course? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Yes. difficult in the ordinai-y 
course. 

Mr. DH I REN DR A NATH DATTA: Will the honourable member l)e 
pleased to tell us who has supplied the information about persons detained 
in jail as security prisoners under the Defence of India Rules? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: From the departments of Govern- 
ment the figures have been colIe<'ted. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Are these figures given by District 
Magistrates? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: The H ome De])artnieii1 collects 
figures from various districts. 

Dr. 8HARAT CHANDRA MUKHERJEE; Will the honourable meinlxr 
be pleased to state if any family allowance had been given to the families 
of those who had been killed by firing? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I want notice. 

Nufnhar of people tilled and injured by the military. 

•73. Mr. ATUL KRISHNA CHOSE: Will the Hon’ble Minister in 
charge of the Home Department be pleased to lay a statement on the Table 
showing for the year D>41-42 — 

(^/) the number of people that were shot dead hy*the military in the city 
of Calcutta; and 

(h) the number of people who were injured by the police and military 
all over Bengal ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI (on behalf of the Hon’ble Khwaja 
Sir Nazimuddln)! Government are not in possession of any statistics as 
asked for. To compile them would enUiil an exi)enditure of time, labour 
and money v?tich Government regret they cannot see their way to undertake. 

Alleged issue idT oertain instructions by Additional Divisional Commissioner, 
Pmslderioy and Burdwan Divisions, regarding relief. 

•74. Khan Bahadur ALFAZUDDIN AHMED: (a) Will the Fon'ble 
Minister in charge of the Revenue Department be pleased to state whether 
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it is a fact that the Additional Commissioner, Presidency and Burdwan Divi- 
sions, for cyclone and flood relief, has recently issued instructions to the local 
authorities — 

(0 for giving preferential treatment to the middle ilass hhadraloks in 
the matter of relief ; 

(//) for not giving blankets to the poorer classes ; ajid 

(m) for giving large sums on loan to the middle class ])eopley 

(6) If the answer to {a) is in the altinimtive. will the Hoirble Minister 
be pleased to state whether such instructions had the approval of Govern- 
ment? 

MINISTER in charge of the REVENUE DEPARTMENT (the 
Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath Mukerjea): (</) No such instructions were issued 
by the Additional Commissioner, Presidenc\ and Burdwan l)ivisi(ms, whose 
post ceased to exist from the 1st Aj>ril, 194d. 

{h) Does not arise. 

Reoofnmendations of Sir Wiliiam Stampe regarding food produotion. 

•75. Mr. M. A. F. HIRTZEL. (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister in charge 
of the Communications and Works l)ei)artmeut 1 m^ pleased to state whether 
it is a fact that Sir William Stampe has recommt‘n(l(*d certain irrigation 
schemes to the Bengal Government with the object of increasing food produc- 
tion ? 

{h) If so, will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to give particulars of thofle 
schemes ? 

(c) Will the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to stale what steps are being 
taken by Government to implement the irrigation schemes recommended by 
Sir William Stampe? 

MINISTER in charge of the COMMUNICATIONS amt WORKS 
DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble Mr. Barada Prasanna Pain): {n) and (h) ]f 

the question'^ refer to .schemes which Sir William Stami)e desired this 
Province to initiate, the answers are as follows: — 

Sir AVilliam Stampe suggested to this Government that, in order to help 
the “Grow More Food’’ campaign, the Irrigation De[»artment might (Mjn- 
sider the advisability of giving irrigation facilities to certain areas now lying 
fallow for growing rahi crops by pumiiing wuler from suitably placed rivers 
or hhils. He suggested that the metho<l successfully followed in the United 
Provinces might be tried, which is to irrigate suitably plStced fertile lands 
with water pumped by electrically-driven pumps, energised by a centrally 
placed oil-driven power plant. ' 

(c) In order to test the feasibility of such irrigation by pupping it has 
been decided in agreement with Sir William Stampe to cany out exploratory 
work in three suitably placed plots of land where water will be pumped from^ 
adjaceut rivers or hhih by Diesel oil-driven pumping sets. Search is being 
made for three suitable sites. 
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I would, in addition, like to convey the further information that 
Sir William Stampe paid three visits to Oaloutta and discussed with us 
several irrigation schemes prepared and examined by this Department. 
Twelve schemes have been approved by him in respect of which the Oovem- 
ment of India have Sanctioned a 60 per cent, contribution. Five more 
schemes have been submitted for approval. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to tell us when these schemes were recommended? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: About a month and 
a half ago. 

Mr. NI8HITHA NATH KUNDU: With reference io answer (c), will 
the Hon’ble Minister be pleased to state where are those places where search 
has already been made? 

The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: Places have not yet 
been selected and even if they have been I am not prepared to give that 
information now. 

8ri|ut MANINDRA BHU8AN 8INHA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to consider the desirability of looking into the case of the district 
of Bankura where irrigation is very difficult? 

The Hon’bte Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: 1 shall bear that 
point in mind. 

UNSTARRED QUESTION 

• (antwors to whicli were laid on the table) 

Miembers of Bengal Legislature under detention. 

36. BMmi KHAGENDRANATH DAB GUPTA: Will the Hon’ble 
Ministei in charge of the Home Department be pleased to state— 

(<i) the total number^ of members of the Bengal Legislative Assembly and 
the Bengal liCgislative Council — 

(?■) arrested, (n) convicted, or (m) detained under various sections 
of the Defence of India Act or Rules made thereunder ; 

(h) whether he has personally gone through the cases of those members 
who have been kept in detention in various jails as security 
prisoners ; and 

(c) whether he is considering the desirability of releasing them forthwith 
or giving them facility for attendii^g the meetings of the Bengal 
Legislative Assembly or Council? 

MINI8TBR in charge of the HOME DEPARTMENT (the Hon’ble 
Khwaja 8ir Naiimuddin): (a) («) 20. 

(«) 3. 

(m) 17. 

(h) Yes. 
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(c) I want t€ refer the honourable meaxber to my statement on the 
adjournment motion moved by Mr. J. (\ Gupta during the current session. 

Mfi DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will the Hon’ble Minister be 
pleased to state whether he will consider the desirability of granting allow- 
ances to security prisoners who happen to be luemhers of the Legislative 
Assembly ? 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Government are constantly review- 
ing cases for granting, allowances. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Is it the ixdiey of Government 
that memhei> of tlie JiCgishitive Assembly should not be granted any 
allowanced 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Some of tbem are already gtlting 
family allowances. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Will tbe honourable membei be 
pleased to slate who those membeis ured 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I wall! notice 

Raalisation af ooMectiva flnaa in Tamiuk subdivision of Midnaporo district. 

37. Khan Bahadur ALFAZUDDIN AHMED: (a) Is the Hon hie Minister 
in charge of the Home Department awarC' - 

(i) collective tines were im|>oHed on some unions in the Tamiuk 
subdivision of the Midnajxue district for lawlessness prevailing 
in those unions in 194‘.^; and 

{ii) the said fines have not yet laum realised? 

{h) If the answer to (ri) is in the athnnative, will the Hon’hle Minister 
be pleased to state whether the Government are considering the desirability 
of realising the fines imi>osedd 

The Hoir’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: (a) (?) Yes. 

{ii) No. 

{b) Realisation of the fine has been stayed pe?idiug a review of the con- 
ditions in Miduapore district. 

Damage to oertain sluices in Contaie 

38. Mr. I8WAR DHANDflA MAL: (a) Will the Hon'ble Minister 
in charge of the Communications and Works (Irrigation) j>epartment be 
pleased to state whether it is a fact that the Panipia and Pichabani sluices 
in the Oontai subdivision, district Midnapore, which served as drainage 
sluices, have been damaged in the last cyclone? 

(b) If the answer to (a) is in the affirmative, will the Hon'ble Minister 
be pleased to state tbe steps, if any, taken by the Government to repair 
them to make them suitable for drainage purposes ? 

24 
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The Hon’ble Mr. BARADA PRA8ANNA PAIN: (a) Yes. 

(h) Bepairs to the Panipia sluice are almost complete, while repairs to 
the Pichabani sluice are ^ good progress. 

Ruling on a point of order whether photographs should form part of 

proceedings. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I think I should give my decision with regard to the 
point raised yesterday as to whether or not the photograph should form 
part of the proceedings. I have considered this matter carefully and I 
do not think it should form part of the proceedings. 

Application for leave of absence. 

Rai Bahadur dOGESH CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg to move that this 
Assembly do permit Dr. H. 0. Mukherji ^representing Calcutta cum Presi- 
dency Division (Indian Christian) Constituency to be absent for the period 
from the 29th March, 1943, .to the end of the present session for which he 
finds that he is unable to attend meetings of the Assembly. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Authenticated Schedule of Expenditure for 1943-44. 

The Hon*ble Mr. TULSI CHANDRA GOSWAMI: In pursuance of sub- 
section (2) of section 80 of the Government of India Act, 1935, I beg to 
lay before the Assembly the authenticated schedule of expenditure for 
1943-44, authenticated by the signature of His Excellency the Governor 
under sub-section (1) thereof. 

NON-OFFICIAL MEMBERS’ BILLS. 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940. 

Mr. MAQBUL H088AIN: Mr. Speaker, Sir, I beg to move that the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1940, be . 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. Mr. Ma(ibul Hossain, I find that the 

consent of three of the members, namely, those mentioned in Nos. (4), (10) 

and (14), has not been taken. 

ThO Hon’blo Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERilEA: vSir, my consent also 
was not taken. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, the rules provide that in any 

Select Committee the name of the Hon’ble^ Minister must be included. 

That is why it is immaterial whether his consent is obtained or not. He 
must be named a member whether be is pleased to give his consent or not; 
if the Minister is hot willing to serve 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: But you cannot compel a person 
to serve wthout his consent. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: We do not want him to servV, but it 
is a privilege of the Minister, and the rules have provided that the 
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Minister’s name must be included. Therefore the question of his consent 
does not arise. The provision for consent has only been made for ordinary 
members. 

Mr* SPi^KERs But I want to know if there is any express provision 
in the rules which require his consent; and I also want to know if there is 
anything* anywhere in the rules which requires that the Minister must be a 
inemiber of the Select Committee. I want to be sure on these hvo points^ 
Mr. Mukerjea, it is a fact, that your consent has not been taken, but Ihe 
question is whether the rules provide that your name must be included. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, rule 54(.2) says: Except in a 
motion that a Bill be referred to a committee of the whole Assembly, the 
Minister in charge of the department to which a Bill relates, the member 
who introduced the Bill and other members of the Select Committee shall 
be named as members in the motion proposing the appointment of a 
committee. This is the specific rule that so far as the two persons, namely, 
the member in charge of the Bill and the Minister in charge must be 
mentioned and that other names must be given. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: Sir, the rules provide 
that the consent of the members must be taken. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But where is the consent matter in the lulesJ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is in the Speakers rules. As a 
matter of fact, you will i*emember, Sir, that consent used to be given on 
the floor of the House itself. Then the Speaker made it a rule that the 
consent must reach the hands of the Sfieaker before the motion is actually 
taken up. Then at one stage the Speaker ruled that it should reach his 
office early on the day on which the motion is to be moved. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: So it is a iionvention. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: It » a convention agreed to by the 
House at the instance of the Speaker, but consent of tlie Minister was never 
taken because the rules definitely jirovidc that lie must he there. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I may just infoiin the House that I have betoi saved 
the difficulty of giving a ruling because tlie Ilon ble ^linistcu* has just gi^en 
bi« consent. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That will not solve the problem; for 
the time being you are saved^ But I subniit^ • 

Mr. 8PEAKER: But it gives me an opportunity to c(»nsider this, 

• Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I submit, Sir, that this raises a very 
important question and it cannot be shelved merely becatise for the time 
being the Minister does not press, because we would invite your attention 
to the fact that non-official members never take consent of the Minister in 
charge.* There has been no occasion when Minister’s written consent has 
been* taken. 
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SPEAKER: However, as 1 have said, I am saved from that 
difficulty for the time being. Mr. Maqbul Hossain, so you omit the three 
names and move your motion. 

Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal Tenancy 
(Amendment) Bill, 1,W), be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department, 

(2) Maiilvi Abu Hossain Sarkar, 

(3) Maulvi Asimuddin Ahmed, 

(4) Mr. Md. Abul Fazl, 

(5) Mr. Dhirendra Nath Dutta, 

(6) Khan Bahadvir Maulvi Hashem Ali Khan, 

■ (7) Maulvi Idris Ahmed Mia, 

(8) Mr. Monmohan Das, 

t9) Mr. Jogesh Chandra Gupta, 

(10) Mr. Sasanku Sckhar Sanval, 

(11) Mr. Cliaru Chandra Roy, 

(12) Maulvi Mnhaniinad Israil, 

(I'l) Maulana Md. Maniruzzaman Jslamahadi, and 

G4) Mr. Maql>ul Hossain (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their rei)ort by 28th Februai y, 1944, the number 
of members tonning the quorum being five. 

Speaker, Sir, fV f%- ^ memberOT 

^ ^ Statement of objects and aims I 

l*relimmarij. — The opinion that real benefit can only be bestowed upon 
the tillers ot the soil of Bengal by extending their rights not only in the 
political field but in the economic sphere as well is gradually gaining 
ground. There is no denying of it that chronic economic incapacity of the 
cultivators is responsible for the fact that the lands are raj)idly passing 
awu\ from their hands and that the cultivators are gradually turning into 
ao imiuy landless agricultural labourers. It lias become obvious that the 
last j’eneral amendment of the Bengal Tenancy Act of 1885 made in 1937 
has failed to solve the major economic problems of the tenants and there 
has been a persistent demand for furtlier amendment of the Act for the 
extension of the rights of the cultivators and for the removal of disabilities 
from which still they have been suffering. Lt is with these objects in view 
that amendments to certain sections of the Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885, and 
certain additions of sections to the Act have been proposed in this Bill. 

(Idufies 2 and 3. — The difference between the amount of revetiue paid 
by tlie zemindars and the amount of rent paid by tlie tenants is becoming 
day by day inequitous and oppressive. The existing rate of rent cannot 
but be considered excessively disproportionate when compared with the 
fetanue paid by the zemindars. This is one of the causes of the crushing 
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indebtedness of faiyats. General economic conditions of tbe country also 
demand that the enhancement of rent should be stopj)ed and the rent of 
the tenant should be reduced to the level of their economic capacity. 
Hence, it has been pioposed in the Bill to repeal sections 27 to 37 to stop 
enhancement of rent of occupancy holding** and to insert new section 37A 
to reduce the rent of occupancy tenants by proposing: a more equitoua 
method. 

CJame ^.—Section 67 to he uiiiended to tvduce tlie excessive rate of 
interest. 

Clause fJ. Section (i8 to be amended to relieve the tenants from further 
economic pressure of damage as the interest projmsed in see,tion (!7 is 
considered sufficient. 

( J-Giise 6. Se(‘tion SrS to be amended to simplify tbe piesent complicated 
procedure and to make a division of tenure or holding or distribution of 
rent payable in resi)ect tliereof an easy one and to abolish heavy mutation 
fee. 

(Uauae 7. — New section 88A to be added to make it obligatory upon 
landlords where tiieir number is ten or exceeds ten to appoint a common 
agent. 

('lause S. — That tenants are in arrears is solely due to their inability to 
pay the rent accentuated by heavy fall in the price of agricultural pioducis 
in recent years. Hence, new section 1()3A to be inserted after He<*tion 1(J3 
to extend the benefit of sectioti 37A to the tenants in respect of whose 
occupancy holding an execution proceeding is j)ending before a (!ouit at 
the commencement of this Act. Tliis section is of temporary nature. 

New section l()3B to he inserted after section l(i3A for sale of a poition 
or portions of the tcjiure or holding sufficient to meet the amount uiidcr 
de(Tee and to save the tenants from being deprived of tbe entire tioiuK* or 
holding whose market piice is always more than th(* amount decieed tog*‘ther 
with costs of suit and tlnrse (d execution ])roce<‘ding. Besides the tenants 
should not be deprived of their homestead land : hence jirovision t<> this 
effect has been made in section lf»3B. 

CJauae — New scfdions 173A and 173B to be inserted after section 173 
to extend the benefit of sections 174 and 174 A to the tenant whose t(*nure 
or holdiftg has been sold, confirmed and possession deliveied betwf-cn tbe 
first day of .Tanuary, 1930, and the date of commcncenient of this Act; 
These sections are of temporaiy nature. 

Clauses 10 and 11 . — Sections 174 and 174A to be aiiienTled to give- more 
facilities to judgment-debtor to set aside sale and save his tenancy tln'reby. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, raly T have your 
permissiiir to move an amendment? 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: How can you move an amendment? 
No notice has been given. There is no amendment on the agenda. 

Mr. IBPEAKER: There is no notice, but he has asked my permission 
to move an amendment of which notice has just heeh given. 
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Or. MALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: That is not fair. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I quite see that I may disallow it but the whole point 
is that if that is done, the result will be that this will go. 

Dfa NALINAK8HA SANYAL: The amendment proposed to be made 
will also mean the same thing. We can anticipate the amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: In that case I should rather ask Mr. Maqbul Hossaiu 
what he has got to say. It is better for him to accept the amendment — 
the amendment is for circulation. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Let them have the opprobrium of having 
actually sabotaged a Tenancy Bill. Let them take the responsibility for 
sidetracking it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Mr. Mukerjea, it appears you received this notice on 
the 15th and you did not care to give any notice of amendment. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI; That was an omission. Yoli can 
accept a short-notice amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Yes, I can accept it, I know. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: There is precedent. 

Mr. SPEAKER: There is precedent e very wJi ere. In fact, as far as I 
have been able to see during this session every rule has got to be relaxed 
on account of the shortness of this session, but in this particular instaiKie, 
there is no justification whatsoever why at least one or two days before 
notice was not given, because I ascertained from the records of the Assembly 
I)e})artment that notice of this motion of Mr. Maqbul Hossaiu was despatc'b- 
ed from the Assembly Department to the Revenue Department on the 14th. 
It must have been received there at the latest on the 15th of September 
and ill the usual course this notice of amendment ought to have been 
received in the Assembly Department on the I8th, that is, ten days’ notice. 
That has not been done. Practically the notice has been given here on 
the floor of the House, and it is only under exceptional circumstances that 
such notices are accepted. Here it appears that the other side opposes and 
there does not appear to me any sufficient justification why this should l>e 
allowed. 

Mf. FAZLUR RAHMAN: Sir, if the mover has no objection, I submit 
that you will allow the amendment. I would like to make the mover of 
this motion understand the implication of it. We are going to oppose it 
and in that ease his Bill is going to be killed- 

Dr. NALirj^AKSHA SANYAL: No speech is necessary. The mover is 
intelligent enough to understand the implication. 

Khftn Bfthadur MOHAMMED ALI: Kir, will you permit me to move a 
short-notice amendment? 

Mfa SPEAKER: No. That will be on l>ehalf of Government knd will 
meati the same thing. 
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Mr. Maqbul Hossain, you are vitally interested in this matter. What 
appears to me is this; that in case you do not agree to my allowing this 
amendment here, the result would be that your motion will be defeated 
and the Bill will be killed. I want to know whether you are going to 
accept that position. 

Ktian Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: if you do not accept the amend- 
ment, your Bill will be killed. 

Dfi NALINAK8HA SANYALs In this case also, the Bill is going to 
be killed. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Xo, no. In tlmt case the Bill is 
not going to be killed. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Older, order. Mr. Maijbul IJossain, I want yon to say 
what you intend to do. If you agree I will allow the ameudnieiit. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Tlu* whole of Bengal will know of 
your Bill if you acceyit the amendment. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The M'hole of Bengal will also know 
of your conduct. 

Mr. MAQBUL HOSSAIN: I do not like to accej)t the amendment. 

Mr. SPEAKER; T do not in that (*ase give my consent to the moving 
of this amendment. I disallow it. Yes, Mr. Datta. 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: Mr. Speakei, Sir, mav I have 
your indulgence to speak on this subje(it — a subject on which there should 
not l)e any doubt that it is ne<‘essary that the rights of raiyals should be 
extended and, Sir, it is a Bill for the extension of such rights. It is an 
admitted fact — in fact it is known to all of us — that many cAiltivators have 
become landless labourers, and it is absolutely necessary that in the case 
nt tenants whose landlords are more than 10 tliey should apjmint an agent, 
so that there may not be any diffieulty in the matter of payment of rent. 
In many cases it is an expen'ence common to us all that the number of 
landlords comes up to 200, -100, 400 and even otM) and there are many 
co-sharer landlords. So it is difficult to pay rent. In tlmse cases suits are 
instituted by fractional landlords and when suits are instituted the other 
Luullords are made parties, and the costs of the suits become really 
prohibitive. If a suit is instituted by a single landlord and bOO pemms 
are made pro forma defendants in a (‘ase, the cost of making them parties 
becomes prohibitive and in execution of such decrees lioldings are sold. 
That is our sad experience. So, it is absolutely neces.sury that in those 
cases a common agent should 1)e appointed, S(» that the cost may be lessened. 
So, Sir, the provisions of this Bill are really for the benefit of the tenants 
.and I hope, Sir, that this Bill will have the suppoit of those persons who 
really want that occupancy ralyats must have their rights. Through you, 
Sir, I beg to draw the attention of the Hon’Ide Minister in charge of the 
Revenue Department to the importance of this Bill. It has been our sad 
experience of late that the amendment of section 123 and the consequent 
amendment of section 115 of the Bengal Tenancy Act have become neceisary. 
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It is necessary, Sir, that occupancy raiyats must have full ownership 
rights. Rights have been made transferable and it necessarily follows that 
they have got the full ownership right, but section 12'] provides that they 
will not be allowed to enjoy the land which is rendered unfit for the })urposes 
of tenancy. Even if improvements are effected by the tenants, suits have 
cropped up at least in my district for ejectment under section 1.58A of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act of tlie tenants on the ground that the land has been 
rendered unfit for the purjioses of tenancy; such suits have i-ropped u}> 
lately in a large number. It is inconsistent with the right of full ownershi]> 
of raiyats and it is absolutely necessary. Sir, that the rights of raiyats 
sliould be extended, so that occupancy raiyats may have full ownershi]> 
right, and so this Bill sliould be passed by the House. I know. Sir, that 
(iroverninent will sabotage this Bill. I think, Sir, that the amendment 
lhat was sought to be moved for circulatiim for a certain period is only an 
attempt to sabotage tliis Bill. Fortunately, this amendment lias lieeii 
disallowed by the TLm’ble Sjieakei", but I know that this motion toi letei- 
enee to a Select Committee will be opposed by the members of the (roveni- 
ment party. These members profess to be tbe real friends of tlu‘ cultivators, 
but I am (juite sure that they will not hesitate to support tbe (fovernment 
in this matter. T know. Sir, that (Tovernment is not the real friend of 
the tenants, (fovernment made some amendments of the Bengal Tenancy 
Act in the yeai- 19«17 and at that it was declared that these amendments 
were not final and that there w'ould be some other amendments later on to 
give more aid to the tenants, cultivators and tillers of the soil who ai’e the 
real producers of wealth. But, Sir, these promises have not been fulfilled 
up to this time and they do not like to fulfill the promise. It, may bi- 
(am tended by the otlier side at this time, that is during tlie w'ar time any 
controversial Bill should not be introduc’ed in the Bengal Ta^gislutive 
Assembly, but a Bill of a very controversial nature has been intiodueed in 
the sha])(‘ of the Agricultural Income Tax Bill. This Bill has been 
introduced at the instance of tlic Government of India. If a controversial 
Bill cun be introduced at the instance of the Government of India wdiy 
should tin’s Bill which will be of some benefit to the tillers of the soil and 
ju'odu<‘e]s of wealth be opposed by Government it is really difficult to 
understand. But, Sir, tliey ju’etend to be the friends of the tillers of the 
soil. If they are then they will not oiipose the motion. The Government 
have got the backing of persons wdio (daim to be friends of the tillers of the 
soil and yet this motion would be opposed. I draw the attention of the 
supporters of Government to the salutary nature of the jirovisions of the 
Bill. This is a Bill which will give right to the tenants and tillers of the 
soil. 1 do ho]>e i\ they are really sincere they will not suiipoid the Govern- 
ment in opposing the Bill. I commend the motion of my friend, 
Mr. Maqbul Ho^sain, to the acceptance of the House. 

The Hon’ble Mfi TARAK NATH MUKERJEA; Sir, for the information 
of the House I may say that a Bill of a similar nature has been introduced 
in this House by Mr. Abdul Hakim of Mymensingh, and that has already 
been referred to a Select Committee, I feel that a Bill of a similar, .nature 
can hardly serve any useful purpose. 
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Mr. DHIRENORA NATH DATTA: This is not ii Bill of a similar 
nature. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: (loveruiutMii have to 
oppose all piet'.euieul legislation. I assure the House that all these matters 
are receiving tlie serious consideration of (Tovernment and it is 'the intention 
of (lovernment to introduce a conijuehensive Hill at the earliest possible- 
opportunity* 

Mr. DHIRENDRA NATH DATTA: When!^ 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: During the next 
session . 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: All untrue. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKERJEA: 1 o]>j>()se the motion. 

The motion of Mr. Maqbul Hossain that tiie Hengnl lenancy (Amend- 
ment) Bill, 1940, he referred to a Select Committee was then put and a 
division taken with the following result : 


AYES-~in. 


Abem HaAi, Mr. Mia. 

AOdur Rauak, Maulvl. 

Abu Hoaaain Sarkar, Maulvl. 

Ahmad Khan, Mr. 8yad. 

Banarll, Mr. e. 

Bhawmlk, Dr. Qobinda Chandra. 
Chattopadhyay, Mr. Harlpada. 

Dat Gupta, Srijut Narandra Nath. 

Datta, Mr. DMrandra Nath. 

DMui, Mr. Harandra Nath. 

Dutta Gupta, Miaa Mira. 

Gupta, Mr. Jogaah Chandra. 

Gyaaudtfin Ahmad Choudhury, ANiadJ. 
Haaham All Khan, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Kundu, Mr. Niahitha Nath. 

Majumdar, Mrs. Hemaprova. 


Mandal, Mr. BIrat Chandra. 
Mamruizaman lalamabadl, Maulana Mi. 
Maqbut Hoaain, Mr. 

Muhammad A rial, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl 8yad. 

Mukharli, Dr. Sharat Chandra. 

Mulllok, enjut Aahutoah. 

Ramiiuddln Ahmad, Mr. 

Ray, Mr. Charu Chandra. 

Roy, Mr. Kamalkriihna. 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaksha. 

Shahadall, Mr. 

Shamauddin Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 
SInha, Srijut Manindra Bhuaan. 

8ur, Mr. Harandra Kumar. . 

Wallur Rahman, Maulvl. 


NOES- 73. 


Abdul Ailz, Maulana Md. 

Abdul Hafiz, Mr. Mirza. 

Abdul Hakim VIkrampuri, Maulvl Md. 
Abdul Hamid, Mr. A. M. 

Abdul Wahab Khan, Mr. 

Abdulla*AI Mahmood, Mr. 

Abdur Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. F. M. 
Abdur Rahman Slddlql, Mr. 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Maulvl 8. 
(Howrah). 

Abdur Rauf, Khan Bahadur Shah #Rang* 
pur). 

Abdui Shahoad, Maulvl Md. 

Abut Hoaain Ahmad, Mr. 

Abul Maaud, Kazi. 

Ahmad All Mrldha, Maulvl. 

AlfazudMn Ahmad, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

AnHnuHah, Khan Sahib Meuhrl. 

Atdad Hpaaain Khan, Khan Bahadur 
Maulvl. 

Barma, Tha Hon’Mt Mr. Pramherl. 


Blrkmyro, Sir Henry, Bart. 

Bltwat, Babu Lakthml Narayan. 

Biawaa, Mr. Raaik Lai. 

Chakrabarty, Mr. Jatlndra Nath. 
Chakrabarty, Babu Narandra Narayan.. 
Chlppandala, Mr. J. W. 

Dae, Ral Sahib KIrit Bhuoan, 

Dat, Mr. Monmohan. 

Data, Babu Dabandra Nath. 

Farhad Raza ChowdRury, Mr. M. 

Fazim Quadlr, Khan Bahadur Maulvl. 
Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Daooe). 

Fazlur Rahman, Mr. (Mymanalnsh). 
Gomaa, Mr. R. A. ^ 

Goawaml, Tha Hon*bla Mr. Tulal Chandra. 
Qriffitha, Mr. C. 

GupU, Mr. 3. N. 

Hahzuddln Chaudhurl, Maulvl. 

HamMuddln Ahmai^ Khan Sahib. 
Nasamiziaman, Maulvl Md. 

Hatamaily Jamadar, Khan Sahib MaidvU 
KaMruddln Khan, Khan Bahadur MaidvL 
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Kumer, Mr. Atul ChafMinu 
Mtfkiiiiftfin Afrnitd, Or. (Bofra). 
MaftiMfdtn AhiiMMly Mtulvl (Tippara). 
Manual, Mr. Amrita Ul. 

•MandM, Mr. Banku Bthari. 
aiamW, Mr. Jagat Cluuiclnu 
ManIniMln Akhand, Maulvl. 

Mokammitf Ali; Khan Bahadur, 
•luhatnmad Ifrail, Maulvl. 

Muhammad Biddlqua, Khan Bahadur Dr. 
Byad. 

Mukadaa, Tha Hon’bla Mr. Taraknath, 
M.B.E. 

Mulllok, Mr. Mukunda Bahary. 

MiHllak, Tha Han'Ma Mr. Pulin Bahary. 
Muaharruff Hoaaain, Tha Hon’Ma Nawah, 
Khan Bahadur. 

Muatagawaal Hacpia, Mr. Byad. 

Nandy, Maharaja Briaohandra, of Coaalm- 
bazar. 


The Ayes being 31 and the Noes 


Naaarullah, Naarabzada K. 

Nazimuddin, Tha Han’bla Khwaja Sir, 
K.C.I.E. 

Roy, Mr. Dhananjay. 

Badaruddin Ahmad, Mr. 

Baftruddin Ahmad, Hall. 

Bahaba-Alam, Mr. Byad. 

Bilim, Mr. B. A. 

Barkar, Babu Madhuaudan. 

Bhahibuddin, Tha Han’Ma Mr. Khuraja, 
C.B.E. 

Bingha, Babu Kahatra Nath. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Tamizuddin Khan, Tha Hon’bla Mr. 
Thakur, Mr. Pramatha Ranjan. 

WaJkar, Mr. 4 . R. 

WardMorth, Mr. W. C., C.I.E. 

Zahur Ahmad Choudhury, Maulvl. 

Zlllur Rahman Shah Chawdhury. 

3 the motion was lost. 


The Bengal Rent Reduction Bill, 1941. 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MAN DAL. Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Rent Reduction Bill, 1941, be continued under the proviso to rule 19 (^) 
of the Bengal Legislative Assembly Procedure Rules. 

Mr. A. F. STARK: On a point of order, Sir. The Select Committee 
•on this Bill has no representative from our group. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: That is no point of order. 

The motion was then put and agreed to. 

Mr. AMRITA LAL MANDAL: Sir, I beg to move that the Bengal 
Rent Reduction Bill, 1941, be referred to a Select Committee consisting of — 

(1) The Hon’ble Minister in charge of the Revenue Department, 

(2) Mr. Upendra Nath Edbar, 

(3) Mr. Monoraohan Das, 

0) Mr. Mirza Abdul Hafiz, 

0) Mr. Charu Chandra Roy, 

(6) Mr. Siireudra Nath Biswas, 

{7) Maulvi Muhammad Israil, 

(8) Mrs. Hemaprova Majuindar, and ^ 

(9) Mr. Amrita Lai Mandal (the mover), 

with instructions to submit their report by 28th February, 1944, the 
number of members forming the quorum being five. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TARAK NATH MUKER4EA: Sir, 1 beg to move 
by way of amendment that the Bill be circulated for the purpose ti elicit- 
ing opinion thereon by the 31st March, 1944. 
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Mfi AMRITA LAL MANDAL! Sir, I accept the amenihneut. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, I have got to make some observa- 
tion in tbis connection. I oppose tbe motion moveil by the Hon’ble 
Minister in charge and my grounds are very simple. 

Mr. FAZLUR RAHMAN. Sir, I think when the motiun of the Hon^ble 
Minister has been accepted by the mover of the Bill no further debate 
can arise. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYALs Acceptance by tlie member concerned 
or otherwise makes no difference at all. Now, it is the property of the 
House and you should realise that position. 

Now, Sir, I am glad that the Chief Minister and Home Minister is 
just inside the House, because I would like to refer some matters to him, 

- — the Hon’ble Chief Minister and Home Minister of tbe Government of 
Bengal whom we thought some amount of respeci could be reposed in, 
because he never gives false promises (Cries of “Hear, bear” from the 
Coalition Benches) so far as the question of handling of nou-oihoial Bills 
is concerned and of other matters are concerned. But it has been our 
unfortunate experience that promises are held out never to be fulfilled, and 
1 would like the Chief Minister to make his colleagues sufficiently alive to 
the situation to see that the code of parliament ary moral that he wants 
to retain may be followed also by his colleagues. We have got before us 
a long list of pending legislations an<l in that li.st ;^ou will find that there 
are many Bills w^hich have had no opportunity of introduction even and 
there has been a terrible massacre of innocents. Sir, today in the Order 
paper we have got about half a dozen Bills and in most of tbe cases 
Government’s attempt has been to have the Bills referred to the ])ublic for 
eliciting opinion thereon. It has been our experience that this is the trick 
that is played by Government to shelve a question. 1 realise that law- 
making may not be the proper function of individual non-official members. 
The position is this: when a non-official member proposes any Bill the 
main purpose of so doing is to invite the attention of the Government to 
certain serious problems and if Government is sufficiently alive and alert, 
it should be their business to bring forward .suitable legislations covering 
those grievances, and if Government feel that those grievances are not 
genuine the only honest course for the Government wouhl be to oppose 
the Bill stating their grounds for opposing and jn event the wastage of 
paper through circulation, printing and all that. Thi.s process of last minute 
motions being put in for eliciting public opinion costs a g^od deal of money 
which must be avoided. * 

Mr. A. F. STARK: Hear, hear! 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I am glad that Mr. Stark agrees with 
me. But I am afraid that instead of Sir Naziniuddin giving his healthy 
influence on the other members of tbe Cabinet he is imbibing the same 
habit IBmself. A few days ago he was good enough to throw a challenge 
to me regarding the Jspahanis and I took up that challenge. Today is the 
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fifth day of fJiat challenge Init he has not been pleased to call for me or 
ask me as to when he will make this enquiry and how this matter can he 
gone into. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Which matter ^ 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have just said that Sir Nazimuddin 
has been known always to be a man of straight talks and to be maintaining 
parliamentary manners so far as truth, fairness and honesty go, and I 
wanted him to influence his colleagues to see that so far as this Bill was 
concerned it was not opposed. But instead of exercising that influence 
on them he is himself being influenced by them. I submit, let him not 
be infected by his colleagues which, I am afraid, he is getting into, and 
as an instance thereof 1 have, quoted that only five days ago he had held 
out a challenge to me in connection with certain enquiries w^e demanded 
and he asked me to help him in making those enquiries. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: How is that relevuntv 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir, that is an instance I am quoting 
(Cries of “Ha, ha” from the Coalition Benches) and I can assure the 
House- that 1 am prepared to stand on every statement 1 have made and 
I am prepared to prove to the hilt that every one of my statements is 
correct. If there is any honest difference of opinion between Sir Nazim- 
uddin and myself T am prepared to correct myself. And if the contrary 
is ])roved 1 shall be the first person to make a statement publicly about it. 

The Hon’ble Mr. TAMIZUDDIN KHAN: On a point of order, Sir. 
I think he is going too far. What he is stating now, I submit, has got no 
connection with the subject. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: I have stopped him and he will go 
no further. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: I have already assured you and I 
can assure the House through you if Sir Nazimuddin has no time himself, 
let him ask Mr. Fazlur Balnnan who is the Chief Whip of Government, 
or Khan Bahadur Mohammed Ali to come with me and make an enquiry 
and I am prepared to give my services. 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY; Kvery time he 
rises in this way and if you cannot make him sit down 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: What was your observation!^ 

Babu NARENDRA NARAYAN CHAKRABARTY; If you cannot 
make him sit down try to make him sit down. 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: That is my business. 

The Hbfl^ble Mr. Khwaja 8HAHABUDDIH: On a point of privilege 
arising from the remarks of Mr. Narendra Narayan Chakrabarty 

Mr. DEPUTY 8PEAKER: The Leader of the House is replying. I 
do not understand why is this disturbance for. 
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The Hon’ble Mr. Khwaie 8HAHABUDDIN: I have risen on a point 
of privile|?e. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: I liave already allowed Sir Naximuddin to 
say on that point. , 

The Hon’ble Khwaja Sir NAZIMUDDIN: T eoiisider tliis u very 
reprehensible practice wliich Dr. Sanyal has indnl^ed in. He lias on a 
matter which has pfot uothinj** to do with it made a statement which is not 
correct and which may be proved from the record of the Assembly Pri^^-eed- 
ing“S I am certain; 1 challenged him to submit his figures (Dr. N.%i,iN.\KSTr.\ 
Sany.\l : Figures are Ispahanis! I have no figuies) and l»e accepted my 
challenge and asked me where he could cimie and give me figures — I think 
that will be in the As.sembly Proceeding.s — and I replied that it should be 
in my room in the Assembly building. These are matters which can be 
proved from the Assembly Proceedings — T am sure those have been record- 
ed there — and now deliberately and knowing that lie has not been able to 
submit those figures for four days that we have ln*en waiting he has now 
come out and turned the table on us and aske<l for figures. 
(Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyai. : Figures are Ispahanis’ figures. How can 1 
give themP) He knew that he was absolutelx in the wrong and that he 
would be taken to task. So he has now come forwaid to make tliis state- 
ment which is abs(dutel_\ incorrect and irrelevant to the issue. 

Dr. Sanyal has started with a lecture on the ju’opricty of maintaining 
Parliamentary juactice and I am afraid he indulgeil ihdibeiately knowingly 
ill these things. 1 know that because he discussed this with me yesterday. 
He asked me and I told him what he was expected to do and he said he 
would not give it in my room but would announce it in the House. I said 
that would be propaganda and uouhl be ifotnuhinu and today he has done 
,pti9t the reverse of it. It shows that the whole allegation against Ispahuni 
is a deliberate propaganda, baseless and absolutely false. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: The matter is dosed. 

With regard to Mr. Stark's <d)servation or jioint of order 1 may point 
out that there is possibly no sucli ruling given l),\ Sir Axixul Haqiie. The 
only thipg is that there is a convention that all groujis should he represent- 
ed in the Select Committee. It is not for me to explain why Mr. Mandal 
excluded the members of the^iuropcan group from his motion. 

The motion of the Hon’ble Mr. Tarak Nath MukerjeaM that the Bengal 
Kent Reduction Bill, 1941, lie circulated for the purpose of eliciting 
opinion thereon by the dlst March, 1944, was then put an^ agreed to. 

The Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1941. 

Mauivi MD. ABDUL HAKIM VIKRAMPURI: Sir, 1 beg to mave for 
leave t<^ introduce the Bengal Fisheries Bill, 1941. 

(The Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 
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The Bengal Close Season for Fishes Bill, 1S41. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: Not moved. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: Sir^ there is one thing I want tc 
draw your attention to. I had a Bill; it was on the agenda paper; I kno’w 
I qannot move it. But I want to state that I wrote to the Secretary asking 
for permission for this Bill to be transferred to another member who could 
move it. I have not received any reply and I do not know what is 
your decision. 

K^r. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 cannot give any decision on this point. 
For your information I cun say that the Hon ^ hie Speaker has refused 
permission to transfer. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I can explain the position. It 
was in effect a Bill of Sir Niizimuddin and it was in accordance with tlie 
promise which the Chief Minister had made and therefore it was a Bill 
tabled on behalf of the party. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: You may refer this matter when 
Mr. Speaker is in the Chair. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: I am losing the chance. 

Mr. DEPUTY SPEAKER: 1 cannot give any decision. I have 
already said that this has been disallowed by Mr. Speaker and it is not 
for me to reopen it. I cannot do it. 

The Bengal Steamer Khalasie Bill, 1941. 

Dr. SANAULLAH: Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce the 
Bengal Steamer Khala^i^ Bill, 1941. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

Maharaja SRISCHANDRA NANDY, of Coesimbazar: Sir, I beg to 
move for leave to introduce the Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1943. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Advocates’ Rohes bill, 1941. 

Mr. NISHITHA NATH KUNDU: Sir, J beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Advocates’ Rohes Bill, 1941. 

(Secretary * then read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Bengal Village Self-Government (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mr. DEBENDRA NATH DAS: Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Village Self-Govemment (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

(Sficretary then read the short , title of the Bill.) 
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The Bengal Local 8elf*Covernnient (Amendment) Bill, 1942, 

Mr. ABOUL KARIM: Sir, I beg to move for leave to intmhice (he 
Bengal Local Self-Oovernment (Ainendmeiil) Bill, 1942. 

(Secretary then rend the short title of the Bill.) 

The Bengal Housing Bill, 1942. 

Mr. J. N. GUPTA: Sir. I beg to move for leave to introduce the Beniral 
Housing Bill, 1942. 

(Secretary then read the .short title of the Bill.) 

I beg also to move that the Bengal Housing Bill, 1942, he circulated 
for the purpose of eliciting opinion thereon by the Slst December, 1943. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: On a point of order. Sit. The rule 
provides that any motion after the introduction stage can be taken up only 
when copies of the Bill have been made available to the members for at 
least 7 days. I do not remember having received a copy of this Bill so 
far. Will your office kindly enlighten us if the copies of the Bill have 
been sent. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: What is the rule. Dr. Sunyali' 

Dr. NALiNAK8HA 8ANYAL: Rule hl-Motions after introduction 

runs thus: When a Bill is introduced, or on some subsequent occasion, 

the member in charge of the Bill having given the notice prescribed may 

make one of the following motioms («), (i) and (c)" and then you 

see at the bottom “available for fiften days” if a motion under clause (a), 
has to be moved, or “for seven days” if motions under clauses (/;) and (c) 
are to be moved. 

Mr. SPEAKER; Mr. Gupia, the rules require that before you are- 
permitted to move the motion for circulation you ought to have cinmbited 
your Bill to the members. Now, did you do that? 

Mr. d. N. GUPTA: I have circulated the Bill through jiost office and 
I do not know whether it has reached or not. 

Mr. SPEAKER: You say that you circulated the Bill to all the^ 
members through post office? 

Mr. ill M. GUPTA: Yes, Sir, last year and not this year. 

Mr. SPEAKER: I thinWDr. Sanyal, perhaps you got it. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: No, »Sir. I have alao enquired of all 
other friends round here and ^one of them has got it. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. When the member iny^harge of the 

makes a statement to the effect that he circulated the Bill about a year 
ago through post office, I think 

Dr* NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Sir, the rules are specific. The rule 
Bays if^any member wants to move 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order. 

.4 
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Dr. NALlNAKtNA SANYAL: Sir, it is tbe privilege of an 
individual iiieiriber-* 

Mr. SPEAKER. Will you please sit downl^ 

1 think i have got to aecept that statement. Now, if there are any 
other objections arising f)ut of the rule 

Dr. MALINAKSHA SANYAL: Yes, Sir, 1 have said that the rules 
are specific, that aii> member may object to any such motion being moved 
unless copies of the Bill have been made available lo days before or 7 days 
before in the case of {h} and {c). The honourable members say that they 
have not received it. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: That is not the interpretation, 
8ir. In tliat case any member at any time can sabotage a Bill. Any 
member can get up and say that he has not received the Bill, and in that 
case there cannot be jiiiy consideration of any Bill, and especially when 
Dr. Sanyal is present in this House. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: What actually happens is this. The 
Bill is first introduced. Then the office takes cognisance ot it and after 
introduction the Bill is published in the Official GazeAte (U’ the office takes 
the responsibility for circulating the Bill to the members and it is only 
then that no memher can get up and say “I have not received it", because 
either it will he in the gazette or it must have been circulate<l by the office. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Whether it is circulated by office or by the post office 
it comes to the same thing. Dr. Sanyal, have yon got anything more 
to say!^ 

Or. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Nothing more. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It appears clear from rule 51 that it is open to a 
member to introduce a Bill and to move it for circulation on the same day. 
That clearly indicates that there is no bar to his moving the second motion, 
provided he lias fulfilled the proviso to rule ol. Now rule 51 lays down 
that no such motion should ordinarily he allowed unless copy of the Bill 
has been made available to members of the House before a certain number 
of days. The expression is “made availably". Now, when an honourable 
member of this House makes a statement to the effect that he sent through 
post copies of the Bill about a year ago, 1 tv^ink he lias fulfilled the condi- 
tion of the proviso. It may he that by accident a copy meant for a parti- 
cular member has? been missed or has been lost. It may be that by accident 
many copies have been lost. Even incidental non-receipt of a copy by a 
member will n^jt be any valid ground for not allowing the member to move 
the second mofiou standing in his name. 

Yes, Mr. Gupta. I think you have moved it. 

Mr. <1. N. GUPTA: I have moved my motion. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Ilai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen. 
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R«i Bahadur JOCE8H CHANDRA SEN: Sir, I beg to more that the 
"Bengal Housing Bill, 1942, be circulated for the purpose of elioiting 
opinion thereon by the 31st March, 1945. 

My idea is that we are passing tlirough crisis after crisis. Ti is not 
the time to speak on a Bill like this. Tho.se who are concerned s|)ecially 
w'ith industrial houses — they must get time to give their opinions on the 
Bill in their leisure moments. So. I move this amendment for circulation 
of the Bill by the 31.st March, 1945. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: Sir. I want to make a few observa- 
tions on the motion moved 1)\ I lie member and also on the amendment. I 
must make it clear at this stage that 1 have just had occasion to have a 
cursory glance through the Bill from a copA obtained from Mr. tiupta by 
my friend Bai Bahadur Jogesh ( handra Sen. I find, Sir, from that copy 
that the object that Mr. Gupta has in view is laudable. Mr. Gupta wants 
certain minimum conditions of healthy living to be ensured for working 
class people who generally occupy rented houses paying rents of Rs. 10 or 
Rs. 20 and I am entirely at one with Mr. d. N. (rupta when he thinks that 
some legislative ( ontrol is nece.ssary to make it obligatory on the owners 
of houses to provide saiiitaiy conditions and healthy living conditions for 
such working clas.s habitations. Sir, the draft of the Bill as T have seen 
it, however, leaves very much room for revision. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: On a point of order, Sir. 
Dr. Sanyal said that he did not receive a c.opy of this Bill. In that case 
I do not know how he can speak on this Bill. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; Were you .sleeping J said that I 
had just seen it from Rai Bahadur Jogesh Ohandra Sen. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI: In nitp mimilo?' 

Dr. NALINAK8HA SANYAL: Y es, probably some people can see 
things much quicker than you can do. 

Khan Bahadur MOHAMMED ALI : You see things in imagination. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL: The whole object of the Bill is such 
that it may be covered by some /d the exi.sting legislation which applies to 
municipalities. If the local authorities arc .sufficiently alert the conditions 
required by Mr. Gupta in his-i^roposed Bill can he enforced largely by 
executive action. In that .sen.se .Nome of the provisions that he seeks t^i 
embody in the form of a Bill ^lay not he nccessarx. There are also other 
provisions 'which are ab.surd. One .such is thal Mr, (rupta wants the 
Minister in charge to issue orders. 1 never know of any [upision in any 
enactment in which the Minister is given p<»\\er to issue orders. Either 
the Government will issue orders or the Secretary of the Department who- 
ever he may be. Mr. Gupta in his Bill wants to give power to the 
Minister which he has not under the Government of India Act. That may 
be just a mistake on his part as to the proper function of Ministers in the 
preseiit Constitution, and I am sure that if some time was given to him he 
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iWnild in consultation with personn who could assist him in drafting 
praeent something more acceptable. My wdiole objection to the Bill as it 
is drafted being sent round is in Mr. (tupta’s own interest. Let not the 
country outside think that w'e, legislators, here send round drafts for 
diciting public opinion which on the face of them appear to be unaccept- 
able. I would therefore respectfully request Mr. Gupta himself to with- 
draw the Bill in its present form and have it redrafted more suitably in 
consultation with Government and find out if some of the objects he has in 
view could not be attained by mere executive action within the framework 
of present legislation. 

With these few' words, Sir, 1 respectfully submit that it w'ould not be 
very laudable, very creditable for this House to spend public money on 
printing and on postage for circulation of Bills w’hich might require 
considerable amount of revision and redrafting. 

The motion of Rai Bahadur Togesb Chandra Sen that the Bengal 
Housing Bill, 1942, be circulated for the pui])()se of eliciting ()])inion there- 
on by the 31st March, 194*'), wa.s then piit and lost. 

The motion of Mr. T. N. Gupta that the Bengal Housing Bill, 1942, be 
circulated for the piirpo.se of eliciting (q)inioii thereon b\ the 31st 
December, 194tl, w'as then put and agreed to. 

The Bengal Hindu Women’s Rights to Agricultural Land Bill, IMI. 

Miss MIRA DUTTA GUPTA: Sir, I beg to move for leave to introdudee 
the Bengal Hindu Women's Rights to Agricultural Land Bill, 1941. 

(Secretary tlien read the short title of the Bill.) 


The Bengal Money-Londors (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

Mauivi ABDUL WAHAB KHAN: Sir, I beg to move for leave to 
introduce the Bengal Money- Lenders (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

(Secretary then read the short title of the Bill.) 


The Bengal Gloee Season for Fishes Bill, 1941. 

Mr. AHMED H0S8AIN: Sir 1 beg to )siH)ve for leave to introduce the 
Bengal Close Season for Fishes Bill, 1941. 

Mr. P. BANER4I: On a point of (»rder. Sir. When this motion was 
called by Mr. ^Deputy Speaker w’ho was then in the Chair the honourable 
member was piesent but he did not move and it was passed over. 

Mr. AHMED HOBSAIN: 1 entered the House just at the time when 
it was being passed over. 

Mr. BBIAKER: Mr. Jlhmed Hossain; do you mean to say that you 
were njpt in the House then? 
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Mr. AHMED HOSSAIN! I eutere^d the House when it was being jujt 
passed over. 

Mr. SPEAKER: It is a que.s tion of staleuieiil rnsa^ statement. 

Dr. NALINAKSHA 8ANYAL: No, Sir, it a ({uestion of the deid- 
sioii of the Deputy S])eaker rrrsus statement. e saw the meniher sitting 
w'ith all his paraphernalia and if neeess;My tin* proceedings may 
l)e consulted. 

Mr. SPEAKER: Suppose, when this Hill was calk'd, he was in; 
suppose, he could not lu'ar: whatever it niiglil have keen, it is a fact that 
he could not move Hut, is it, for that reasim, haired hy limitation or by 
any rilled Am I hound to refuse him haive to nio\e it at a later stage!'' 
He has only asked toi the juirmission of the Spcak(*r, m ho, I think, is the 
deciding authority, to allow him to move. 

Mr. P. BANERJI: Ma> I remind >ou that when a decision hus Wu 
taken h\ the J)ej)ut\ S[)eaker in the ahs<‘ncc of the Speaker, whether you 
can revise that decision:' 

Mr. SPEAKER: It not a (]uestion ot r(‘visiiig a ruling given hy the 
])eputy Speaker who was in the Chair: If it had lanm a questiim of 
ruling I think it would have heen eMremel.\ dithculi for me even if I held 
a different opinion to "Un that he was wrong and io revise. Hut here we 
are not concerned with any ruling. hat happem'd is that this particular 
motion was called and it was not moved and the De])Uty S])(‘ukcr said that 

it was not moved. That was all. Now the im'inlu'r in charge of the Hill 

comes forward and sa\ ^ that he wants to m(»\e the motmn and he wants 
mv pei'inis.sioii to he allo'Ned to move his motion. Is th(*r(* anything in the 
rules or is there anv cuiivention of the HoU'^e that such a ie(|uest cannot he 
complied with? 

Dr. NALINAKSHA SANYAL: Hut the facts of the case are a little 
otherwise. This honourahle memher was sitting on the fourth herich to 
the right of where he i> sitting no'\ and when the Deputy Speaker called 
his name and asked him to n^ove, he looki'd at him ami this gentleman 
looked hack to the Deputy Sjieaker and then he looked to the whip of hb 

party who did not allow hiu^ to move and he did not move (cries of 

“These are all lies” from the Government part> beiichesj 

Babu NARENDRA NAlfAYAN CHAKRABARTY: On a point of 
order, Sir. (When Mr. Gliakraharty rose on a point of o^er, Dr. Sanyal 
went on speaking. ) 

Mr. SPEAKER: Order, order; Dr. San\al, Mr. Chakraburty has risen 
on a point of order. 

Or.* NALINAKSHA SANYAL: I am already speaking on a point of 
ord«r, Sir, and I am not going to yield. I find that Mr. Chakrabarty ha. 
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suddenly become Tery eloquent in the House but where was he only tlie 
other dayy (At this stage tliere were noisy demonstrations from both 
sides of the House.) 

Mr. SPEAKER; Th is is the last day of tlje session and this is a day 
of non-ofticial business. I would appeal to you all to finish the day’s 
buBiness in a calm atmosphere. 

Dr. NALINAK8HA 8ANYAL; In any case Mr. Chakrabarty seems 
to have become a constitutional pundit of late, raising points of order! 

Mr. AHMED H088AIN: Sir, I beg to move for leave to introduce the 
Bengal Close Season for Fishes Bill, 11)41. 

(Secretary read the short title of the Bill.) 

The Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1041. 

Mr. MD. ABUL FAZL: Sir, I beg to inove for leave to introduce the 
Bengal Tenancy (Amendment) Bill, 1941. 

(Secretary read the short title of the Bill.) 

Prorogation. 

Mr. 8PEAKER: I have it in command from His Excellency the 
Governor that the Bengal Legislative Asseniblx do stand prorogued. 
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Pain, the Hon’bl# Mr. Barada Prasanna 

Construction of embankments on the 
southern part of Khulna: (Q.) 
V- 146. 

Damage to certain sluices in Contai: 
(Q.) P. 368. 

Demand for Grants — 

50 — Civil Works and 81 — Civil 
Works not charged to Revenue: 
p. 243. 

XVJI, etc. — Irrigation: jip. 229, 237- 
42. 

Recommendations of Sir William 
Stampe regarding food production: 
(Q.) pp. 365-66. 

Panchanan Bote 

Granting of family allowance to Sj.— : 

(Q.) P. 7. 

Panel 

Of Assistant Head Masters during 
1942: (Q.) p. 120. 

Paul, Sir Hari Sankar 

Demand for Grants — 38 — ^Medical: 
pp. 17-20. 

Petitien(8) 

From Budge Budge jute workers for a 
Conciliation Board: (Q.) pp. 138-39. 

From security prisoners of Rajshahi 
.Jail regarding their belongings at 
the time of release: (Q.) p. 58. 

Phase In Indian Struggle 

Ban on the publication of a booklet 
“A — ” by Dr. S. P. Mookerjee: 
(Q.) p. 6. 

Poddar, Mr. Anandllal 

Speech by — on special motion on food 
debate: pp. 313-15. 

Point of order 

Regarding discuss; jn on the statement 
on food situation: pp. 129-36. 

Regarding placing of answered ques- 
tions received up to date or to the 
previous da/' oy the Assembly 
Department: t>- 70. 

Point of piivllage 

Arrest of hunger-marchers within the 
precincts of the Assembly; pp. 305- 

Queatlont 

Undisposed of — : p. 121. 

Rahman, Khan Bahadur A. M. L. 

Demand for Grants — 54 — Famine: pp. 
49^. 


Roalitition 

Of ooUeotive fines in Tamlok subdivi- 
sion of Midnapore district: (Q.) 
p. 367. 

Rioommofidatlons 

Of Sir William Stampe regarding food 
production: (Q.) pp. 3 to-66. 

Roliafa 

Amount spent by Government for 
granting — lO people of Bengal: (Q.) 
p. 119. 

Riot 

Disappearance of — ^from markets: 

pp. 70-73. 

Roy, Mr, Charu Chandra 

Demand for Grants — 

38 — Medical: pp. 20-21. 

39 — ^Public Health: pp. 32-33. 

Observation by — on special motion on 
food debate: p. 296. 

Roy, Mr. Kamal Krishna 

Failure of crops in Bankura and 
Bishnupur subdivisions: (Q.) p. 58. 

Speech by— on special motion on food 
debate: pp. 330-32. 


Roy, Mr. KIran Sankar 

Observations on the point of order 
raised by Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
Sanyal: pp. 132, 135. 

Statement by — on disappearance of rice 
from markets: pp. 70-71. 

Roy, Mr. Patiram 

Construction of embankments on the 
southern part of Khulna; (Q.) pp. 
145-46. 

Grant-in-aid to Paikgacha Middle 
English School: (Q.) p. 4. 

Ruling 

On a point of order whether photo- 
graphs should form part of proceed- 
ings; p. 368. 

Salaries 

Of Staff Officers in different A.R.P. 
areas: (Q.) pp, ^1-94, 

Salt 

Of kerosene oil and rice in Serajganj: 

(Q.) pp. 359-61. 

Sanautlah, Dr. 

A.R.P. recruits in Chittagong: (Q.) 
p. 244. 


Amount spent by Government for 
^Vanting reliefs to people of Bengal: 
P. 119. 

Befff'jil Steamer Khalasis Bill, 1941— 
introduction: p. 380. 

Speech by — on special motion on food 
debate: pp. 307-10, 

Sanyal, Dr. Nalinaktha 

Cases filed before the Board of 
Revenue: (Q.) p. 142. 

Demand for Grants — 

27 — Administration of Justice : 
pp. 203, 204, 204-205, 206, 207, 207- 
208, 208-10, 211, 211-13, ^26, ^27. 
85A — Capital outlay on provincial 
schemes connected with war. 1999: 
pp. 170-76. 


do — Medical; pp. 12-17. 
29 — ^Police: pp. 108-112. 
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iaiiyil. Dr. NaHMkilia-<ono^ 

prices in controlled shops and 
Government shops: pp. 247-«. 

Observations on the point of oMer 
rais^ by Mr. Sasanha Sekhar 
Sanyal: pp. 131, 134, 136. 

On the method of moving a cut motion: 
p. 73. 

Point of order regarding placing of 
answered questions receiped up to 
date or to the previous day by the 
Assembly Department: p. 70. 

Point of order about taking up a 
motion after the introduction stage 
in connection with the Bengal 
Housing Bill, 1942: pp. 381, 382. 

Observations on the motion of 
Mr J. N. Gupta for circulation of 
the Bengal Housing Bill, 1942, and 
the amendment thereto moved by 
Rai Bahadur Jogesh Chandra Sen: 
pp. 383, 384. 

Point of privilege regarding arrest of 
hunger-marchers within the precints 
of the Assembly: pp. 306-306. 

Question relating to Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose: pp. 200-201. 

Speech by— on Bengal Rent Reduction 
Bill, 1941 — propriety of moving last 
minute amendments: pp. 377-78. 

Undisposed of questions: p. 121. 

8tnyal, Mr. Sasanka 8ekhar 

Demand for Grants — 

27 — Administration of Justice: 

221-22, 222-24, 224, 225, 228, 

28— Jails and Convict Settlements: 
pp. 91-94. 

Point of order regarding allowing the 
Leader of the Opposition to make a 
statement on the food situation : 
pp. 129, 130, 133. 

Question relating to Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose: pp. 199-201. 

Savarfcar Annivartary Maeting 

Alleged censoring of the report. of — 
held at University Institute Hall: 

(Q.) P. 2. 

Saourlty prlaonar(a) 

Certain — treated as Division III con- 
victs: (Q.) p. 1. 

Family allowance of certain—: (Q.) 
p. o6. - 

Petition from — of Rajshahi Jail ygard- 
ing their belongings at the lane of 
release: (Q.) p. 68. ^ 

8an, Mr. AtuI Chandra 

Demand for Grants — 

27 — ^Administration of J^ustice: 

pp. 216, 216-16. 

XVII, etc. — Irrigation: p. 239. 

Question relating to Mr. Sarat Chandra 
Bose: p. 201. 

•an, Rai Bahadur Jogaih Chandra 

‘ Application for leave of absence of 
Jw. H. C. Mukherii: p. 368. 

Motion for circulation of the Bengal 
Housing Bill, 1942: p. 383. 

Sale uf kerosene oil and rice in Seraj- 
ganj: (Q.) p. 369. 

iliiliahiHidIn, th# Hon’bla Mr. Khwaja 

^€)^^tion to Tripartite Conference at 

f DeKi: (Q.) p. 546, 


IhaiMteddia, Dm Nan’Ma Mr. KIiwaIa- 

ooncld. 

Demand for Grants — 

43 — ^Industries — Industries: p. 243. 

47 — Miscellaneous Departments: 
p. 285. 

30 — Ports and Pilotage: p. 286. 

6— Salt: p. 283. 

Fixation of prices of raw jute by the 
Indian Juto Mills: (Q.) p. 61. 
Improvement of sanitary conditions in 
the press: (Q.) p. 288. 

Introduction of standard weights under 
Standards of Weight Act, 1939: 
(Q.) P. 6. 

Petitions from Budge Budge jute 
workers for a (’onciliation Board. 
(Q.) p. I.‘t9. 

Steamer service between Charabari and 
Serajganj Ghat Stations: (Q.) 

p. 2^6. 

Shthedali. Mr. 

Demand for Grants — 

27 — Administration of .Tusticn; 


pp. 202.203. 

64 — Famine; pp. 44-45. 

Shamiuddin Ahmed, Mr. M. 

Demand for Grants — 

27 — Administration of Justice: 

1). 205. 

XVII, etc.— Irrigation: jip. 236-37, 
21^. 

Sjieech by — on special motion on food 
debate: pp. 324-28. 

Shamtuddin Ahmad Khondkar, Mr. 

Speech by— <jn special motion on food 
debate: pp. 301-304. 

8inha, 8J. Manindra Bhutan 

Demand for Grants — 54 — Famine, 

pp. 47-49. 

8paaker, Mr. (tha Hon'hia Mr. 8yad 
Nauthar All) 

Observations on Demand for (* runts — 
27 — Administration of Justice; 
pp. 204, 205, 206-207, 208, 211, 
212, 222, 224 , 225 , 226 , 227 , 228 
and 229, 

40— Agriculture: pp. 260, 259, 266, 
270. 

26 — General Administration: p. 13G. 
XVII, etc. — Irrigation; pj). 232, 237, 
242. 

Observations regarding discussion on 
the statement on food situation; 
pp. 127, 128. 

Observations on high prices in control- 
led shops and Government shops: 
pp. 248-49. 

Observations on the method of moving 
a cut motion: pp. 73, 76. 
Observations on the point of order 
regarding placing, of answered ques- 
tions received upito date or to the 
previous day bv the Assembly 
Department: p. 70. 

Observations on a point of order raised 
b^ Dr. Nalinaksha San^l in connec- 
tion witb the Bengal Housing BiU, 
1942, after the introduction stage: 

pp. ^1, 882. 

Ruling on the point of order raised by 
Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal in connection 
with the Bengal Housii^ Bill, 1942, 
after the intMuoiion e^e: p. 882. 
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Observations and ruling on the l^int 
of order raised by Mr. P. Banerji as 
regards the Bengal Close Season for 
Fishes Bill, 1941: pp. 386^ 388. 

Observations on the point of order 
regarding the statements of 
Mr. K. S. Roy and Dr. S. P. 
Mookerjee on disap^arance of rice 
from markets: pp. y2, 73. 

Observations and ruling on the point 
of order raised by Mr. Sasanka 
Bekhar Sanyal as regards allowing 
the Leader of the Opposition to 
make a statement on the food 
situation; pp. 130, 131, 132, 133, 
134, 1^, 136. 

Observations by — on special motion on 
food debate: pp. 297, 298, 305, 317, 
319, 320, 322, 326, 331, 334, 343, 
TO, S^. 

Observations Iw — on point of privilege 
raised by Dr. Nalinaksha Sanyal 
regarding arrest of hunger-marchers 
within the precincts of the Assembly: 
p. 306. 

Observations on the question relating 
to Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose: pp. 199- 
201 . 

Observations regarding undisposed of 
q^uestlons: pp. 121, 122. 

Ruling on a point of order whether 
photographs should form part of 
proceedings: p. 368. 

Speoili motion 

On food debate: pp. 296-368. 

Stindard Wolghta 

Introduction of — under Standards of 
Weight Act, 1939: (Q.) p. 4. 

Stark, Mr. A. F. 

Demand for Grants — 

27 — Administraticfi of Justice: 

pp, 203, 203-204, 204, 208, 215. 
40— Agriculture: p. 266. 

Observations on the point of order 
raised by Mr. Sasanka Sekhar 
Sanyal: p. 130. 

Statement 

On food situation: pp. 122-29. 

Steamer aervloe 

Between Oharabari and Serai gani 
Ghat Stations; (Q.) p. 296, 


Steven, Mr. d. W. S. 

Demand for Grants— 54— F'amine: 

pp. 50-52. 

Sutirawardy, tlie Hen'Me Mr. H. 8. 

Hi^ prices in controlled shops and 
Government shops: p. 249. 

Speech by — on special motion on food 
debate: pp. 348-55. 

Statement on food situation; pp. 122- 
27. 

SiaperintemMnt of Exoiee 

Cancelation of transfer order of — , 
Darjeeling: (Q.) p. 60. 

Sur, Mr. Herendra Kumar 

Speech by — on special motion on food 
debate: pp. 310-12. 

Tamixuddin Khan, tha Hen’ble Mr. 

Bengal Services (Revision of) Leave 
Rules: (Q.) p. 66. 

Demand for Grants — 

37 — ^Education — Anglo-Indian and 

European: p. 285. 

37 — ^Education — General; pp. 270, 
278-81. 

11 — Registration: p. 284. 

36 — Scientific Departments: p. 285. 

Orant-iu-aid to the P. K. College, 
Contai: (Q.) pp. 196-98. 

Grant-in-aid to Paikgacha Middle 
English School: (Q.) p. 4. 

Grant-in-aid to Tamluk Hamilton High 
English School: (Q.) p. 3. 

Panel of Assistant Head Masters 
during 1942: (Q.) p. 121. 

Transfer of saourlty prisoner 

Mr. Nani Swami Purkayastha: (Q.) 
pp. 198-99. 

Undisposed of quostlonsi p. 121. 

Walkor, Mr. J. R. 

Speech by — on special motion on food 
debate: pp. 336-40. 

Wordsworth, Mr. W. C. 

Demand for Grants— -37 — ^Education — 
General: pp. 277-78. 

Zaman, Mr. A. M. A. 

Petitions from Budge Budge jute 
workers for a Conciliation Board: 
(^Q.) pp. 138-39. 
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